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the review was composed of 49 military per-
sonnel, officer and enlisted, and 19 civilian 
personnel from across the Department of De-
fense and the Military Services. The Group 
was Co-Chaired by General Carter F. Ham, 
U.S. Army, and the Honorable Jeb C. John-
son, Department of Defense General Counsel. 

In May of this year, while DOD’s review was 
still underway, the U.S. House of Representa-
tives voted on an amendment to the Fiscal 
Year 2011 National Defense Authorization Act 
that would have effectively repealed the ‘‘Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell’’ policy. I voted against this 
amendment because I felt it was disrespectful 
to the men and women in uniform and their 
families for Congress to vote on a repeal of 
this policy without first considering their vital 
input. 

The Department of Defense’s nine-month 
review of the impact of repealing the ‘‘Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell’’ policy was completed last 
month. The review’s findings include an under-
standably broad range of opinions about the 
likely impact of said repeal. Ultimately, how-
ever, the review concludes that repeal of the 
‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’’ policy can be imple-
mented in a manner that minimizes the risks 
associated with military readiness and effec-
tiveness, unit cohesion, recruiting, retention, 
and family readiness. I agree. 

It is important to note that House of Rep-
resentatives Bill 2965, H.R. 2965, does not re-
peal the ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’’ policy imme-
diately. Rather, repeal is made contingent 
upon the President, the Secretary of Defense, 
and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
certifying to Congress that the Department of 
Defense has prepared the necessary policies 
and regulations to implement the repeal in a 
manner that is ‘‘consistent with the standards 
of military readiness, military effectiveness, 
unit cohesion, and recruiting and retention of 
the Armed Forces.’’ Such a deliberate and or-
derly implementation of the repeal will be crit-
ical to its success and is consistent with the 
recommendations of the Department of De-
fense review. 

In addition to my consideration of the De-
partment of Defense’s review, I received and 
thoughtfully considered the input of many cur-
rently serving military personnel and veterans 
in the 19th District, as well as numerous other 
19th District residents. Similar to the findings 
of the DOD review, the input I received from 
my constituents included passionate appeals 
for and against repeal of the ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell’’ policy. 

Throughout my tenure in Congress, I have 
had the privilege to interact with thousands of 
our nation’s armed service members—here at 
home and overseas in Iraq, Afghanistan, Bos-
nia, and elsewhere. Each of these interactions 
has been truly inspiring and humbling. Our 
men and women in uniform, along with their 
loved ones, are the true heroes of our nation. 
But for their selfless service, the freedoms that 
all of us fellow Americans enjoy everyday 
would not be. Given that these proud Ameri-
cans have answered the call to serve and 
stand ready to make the ultimate sacrifice on 
behalf of their fellow citizens, each and every 
one of them has earned my highest respect 
and heartfelt gratitude. 

In light of the tremendous number of troops 
that I have interacted with over the last 10 
years, it is safe to say that I have visited and 
thanked a significant number of gay or lesbian 
soldiers, marines, airmen, sailors, and coast 

guardsmen for their courageous and dedicated 
service in defense of all that is good about our 
great country. In light of the findings of the De-
partment of Defense review, to oppose a re-
peal of the ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’’ policy 
would contradict the respect and gratitude that 
I feel for all who serve—regardless of their 
sexual orientation. As such, I support an or-
derly repeal of the policy along the lines con-
templated in the DOD report and contained in 
H.R. 2965. 

In conclusion, I share the sentiments ex-
pressed by the co-chairs of the Department of 
Defense review, General Ham and Mr. John-
son, when they stated: ‘‘We are both con-
vinced that our military can do this, even dur-
ing this time of war. We do not underestimate 
the challenges in implementing a change in 
the law, but neither should we underestimate 
the ability of our extraordinarily dedicated 
Service men and women to adapt to such 
change and continue to provide our Nation 
with the military capability to accomplish any 
mission.’’ 
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RECOGNITION FOR RETIRING AS-
SOCIATE CIRCUIT JUDGE MI-
CHAEL L. MIDYETT, CHARITON 
COUNTY, MISSOURI 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I rise on 
behalf of Missouri’s Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict, to take this opportunity to recognize the 
Honorable Michael L. Midyett, Associate 
Judge, Chariton County, Missouri. I would like 
to thank him for his service to his community 
and to congratulate him upon his upcoming re-
tirement from the bench. I am so pleased 
Judge Midyett’s community is honoring him by 
recognizing his many years of service on the 
bench, but especially for his dedication to and 
caring about the citizens of his community. 
Only a special person would provide the years 
of judicial and legal service Judge Midyett has 
provided through his 21 years of service as 
the second longest serving Associate Circuit 
Judge of Chariton county; for over 29 years as 
an elected official serving the State of Missouri 
in the Judicial System first as a Prosecuting 
attorney then as a Judge. Including his years 
as a practicing attorney, Judge Midyett has 
served the citizens of Missouri for 39 years in 
the Judicial system. 

It is my understanding that Judge Midyett is 
best known for his penchant for jury trials and 
for being hard but fair on criminals. During his 
tenure as a Chariton County Prosecuting At-
torney, Judge Midyett had at least one jury 
trial each month. For a rural county with a 
small population, that is a fair amount which 
proves justice is being served. He believes 
that all citizens should uphold the law and that 
no one is above the law. The citizens of 
Chariton County have known him to be ex-
tremely fair and honest. He has upheld the 
law through his knowledge of the law and his 
years of experience. Through Judge Midyett’s 
example, others are reminded that Chariton 
County can only thrive within a strong and just 
community. 

Judge Midyett is a well respected judge in 
his community. Judge Midyett upholds the tra-

ditions and honors of the Judicial Branch of 
Missouri government. His accomplishments in-
clude: Appointments by the Missouri Supreme 
Court for the Civil Rules Committee; the Judi-
cial Weighted Workload Steering Committee 
2006–2008; Board of Directors of the Missouri 
associate Probate Associate Circuit Judges 
2005–2009; former President of the 9th Circuit 
Bar; past member of Missouri Prosecuting At-
torney Associations; past member of National 
District Attorneys’ Association; Associate of 
Trial Lawyers of America; Association of Law-
yers for Pilots Association; City Attorney for 
Keytesville 1974–1985. 

Service to the Keytesville community is a 
hallmark of Judge Midyett’s character. His 
friends and colleagues honoring him are but a 
few of the organizations that have grown from 
his leadership. The Judge has been extremely 
active in local and civic activities including: 
Board of Directors of Keytesville Lions Club; 
former President of Keytesville Lions Club; 
former President of Keytesville Chamber of 
Commerce; member of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church of Salisbury; philosophically and in 
real terms, Judge Midyett is a proud member 
of the Chariton County Democratic party. 

Foremost among the Judge’s many accom-
plishments has been his recent work obtaining 
pictures of former Chariton County judges for 
the Courthouse. Judge Midyett has searched 
extensively for pictures of the past judges and 
done an amazing amount of research on the 
lives of these judges and the times they lived 
in. What a wonderful legacy to leave your 
community. Your personal commitment to the 
legal and judicial system in Keytesville and 
Chariton County serves as a model for what it 
means to give back to our communities. 

Madam Speaker, once again, I want to 
share my sincerest congratulations to Judge 
Midyett as he receives our well deserved rec-
ognition. I wish the Judge the best in the 
years to come. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 647, I was absent from the House. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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HONORING NORMAN YOSHIO 
MINETA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DAVID WU 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support 
H. Res. 1377 to honor the accomplishments of 
Norman Yoshio Mineta, a pioneering public 
servant whom I am privileged to call my friend. 

I thank my colleagues, Congressman MIKE 
HONDA and Congresswoman JUDY CHU, for in-
troducing this important resolution. 

Norm Mineta has served this country and 
the Asian American and Pacific Islander com-
munity with great distinction and unparalleled 
humility. The many ‘‘firsts’’ he has to his 
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name—the first Asian American mayor of a 
major U.S. city, the first chair of the Congres-
sional Asian Pacific American Caucus, and the 
first Asian American member of a presidential 
Cabinet—dot a remarkable career that has 
been dedicated to bettering lives through effi-
cient transportation, expanding civil rights for 
all, and strengthening Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander participation in public life. 

I thank my dear friend Norm Mineta for his 
tremendous and longstanding leadership, and 
I look forward to continuing to work with him 
on behalf of the Asian American and Pacific 
Islander community. 
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HONORING CARLA FURSTENBERG 
COHEN 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to ask the House of Representatives to honor 
Carla Furstenberg Cohen, whose creative 
ideas and feisty energy were embodied in her 
legendary bookstore, Politics and Prose, here 
in the Nation’s capital. With her partner, Bar-
bara Meade, Carla Cohen, who died on Octo-
ber 11, 2010, built a small storefront with ec-
lectic books into a major public literary salon 
that defined Washington as more than a gray 
government town. 

Her love of books could not be contained in-
side the book covers alone, however. Politics 
and Prose also became a combination discus-
sion platform for authors—from Bill Clinton to 
Alice Walker—basement coffee shop with 
open mics for musicians, and a hangout for 
browsers turned off by the big box chain 
stores. 

No one who knew Carla, as I did at Antioch 
College, can be surprised that Carla 
Furstenberg, with her effervescent personality, 
had the power to create an institution. She did 
not leave all that energy at college, however. 
Of course, Carla, like the brightest young 
women of her generation, got a master’s de-
gree, was married for 52 years to David 
Cohen, and had two children. She worked in 
urban planning and housing and served as a 
staff member in the House of Representatives 
before joining the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. 

However, Carla found her true calling at 
Politics and Prose, ‘‘a place where books are 
not commodities.’’ The bookstore was a meet-
ing place for those who wanted to do more 
than buy books. People who found it important 
to have a place to talk about books and about 
politics, art, and the issues and items of the 
day often found their way to Politics and 
Prose. 

Carla Cohen threw herself and her savings 
into Politics and Prose, mortgaging her house 
and borrowing from family and friends to open 
the store in 1984, when the mega bookstores 
were at their high point. The giant retailers re-
sponded by trying to copy what they could 
from the book lovers’ intimate atmosphere of 
Politics and Prose. The bookstore continued to 
thrive. Despite the recession, its sales, at $7.5 
million, were $3 million more than two years 
ago. 

Politics and Prose will survive its extraor-
dinary creator. Though the bookstore was put 

up for sale shortly before Carla Cohen’s 
death, co-owner Barbara Meade is conducting 
the sale by actually interviewing the six final-
ists, among more than 50 who made offers. 

The lessons should be clear enough. If 
bookstores want to survive at all in the age of 
electronic books, they had best study the 
model that Carla Furstenberg Cohen created. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in celebrating the 
amazing life of Carla Furstenberg Cohen of 
Politics and Prose, a legacy with life still to 
give. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE BATTLE-
FIELD HIGH SCHOOL BOBCATS, 
2010 VIRGINIA AAA DIVISION 6 
FOOTBALL STATE CHAMPIONS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the Battlefield 
High School Bobcats from Gainesville, Virginia 
for winning the 2010 Virginia AAA Division 6 
State Championship in football. 

The Battlefield High School team completed 
the regular season with a record of 8 wins and 
2 losses. To capture the title, Battlefield won 
four straight playoff games and defeated a 
team from Hermitage High School in Rich-
mond, Virginia that had only lost once in their 
previous 47 games. Battlefield also won their 
second straight Northwest Region Champion-
ship this season. This is Battlefield High 
School’s first State Championship in a team 
sport. The team is one of only 50 high school 
football teams out of more than 16,000 nation-
wide to be honored by the MaxPreps Football 
Tour of Champions with the National Guard 
National Ranking Trophy. In recognition of his 
outstanding leadership, the Washington Post 
named Head Coach Mark Cox the 2010 All- 
Met Coach of the Year. 

It is my honor to enter into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD the staff, coaches and players 
who helped Battlefield High School win the 
2010 Virginia AAA Division 6 State Champion-
ship. 

Principal: Amy Ethridge-Conti. 
Athletic Director: Ben Stutler. 
Head Coach: Mark Cox. 
Assistance Coaches: Mark Johnson, Rob 

Mello, Vic Ceglie, Paul Labazzetta, Jaime 
Labazzetta, Bobby Coleman, Greg Williams, 
Kevin Kerns, Sam Newman, Don Fair, John 
White, Tim Coughlin. 

Players: Terrell Tapscott, Andrew Smith, 
Bobby Curry, Brian Curry, Sidney Henry, 
Isiah Wright, Michael Jorgenson, Nathan 
McGahan, Ishmail Gazawi, Caleb Pinilis, JT 
Brosnahan, Devon Greene, Ryan Swingle, 
Devonne Haydon, Jeff Beathard, Cedric 
Agyeman, Quantray Wilkerson, Nagee Jack-
son, Anthony Lopez, Jason Hoepker, Jay 
Onwuka, Lucas Klugh, Chris Wendle, Jake 
Conway, Grayson Matthews, River Piercy, 
Eric Michael, Drew Elias, Austin 
Thibodeaux, Joe Walker, D’Anthonie 
Delgado, Darius Johnson, Nick Newman, 
Ryan Newton, Mike Osei, Zavier 
Stringfellow, Dane Howard, Eddie Cunha, 
Freddie Potter, Harrison Hyre, Zac Everett, 
Blaine Varley, David Risoldi, Eric Loehle, 
Jack Taylor, John Agnos, Ronald Ausberry, 
Brandon Whaley, Garrett Fox, CJ 
Incrominias, Brandon Dukeman, Larry 

Fields, Darion Duncan, William Soloman, 
Robert Garland, Turner Meeks, Brian Wil-
son, Jon Hyre, Jacob Payne. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in congratulating the Battlefield High 
School Bobcats for winning the 2010 Virginia 
AAA Division 6 State Championship. This is a 
well-deserved title that could not have been 
won without an extraordinary team effort. 
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IN HONOR OF DARLENE DUNHAM 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the remarkable public service career 
of Darlene Dunham. Darlene is retiring from 
her work in Monterey County as the chief of 
Staff for County Supervisor Simon Salinas. 
However, she has had a long path of edu-
cation and leadership before going to work for 
the County of Monterey. Of historical interest, 
Darlene was one of the top 16 money winners 
on the old television game show The Joker’s 
Wild. 

Darlene returned to college after having two 
children, Troy and Denyse. In 1983, she 
opened her own political consulting and train-
ing firm named Darlene Dunham and Associ-
ates. By 1998, she had expanded her busi-
ness by 3 partners and focused on manage-
ment training and consulting to the agricultural 
community. She finally received her Masters 
degree in Leadership at the age of 57. 

Darlene spent a decade working in state 
and local political campaigns as a fundraiser 
and campaign consultant for now famous 
Willie Brown, former Speaker of the California 
Assembly, and former state legislators, now 
Members of Congress, LUCILLE ROYBAL-AL-
LARD, XAVIER BECERRA, JIM COSTA, MAXINE 
WATERS, DIANE WATSON, and myself. While 
serving as chair of the Monterey County Com-
mission on the Status of Women, Darlene led 
the first sexual harassment training course for 
county employees and was one of the first 
persons certified by the California State Bar 
Association to train public and private sector 
personnel including California prison guards. 

Along with running her business, Darlene 
found time to get involved in the community. 
Darlene has served on the Monterey County 
Arts Council, she has volunteered with the Sa-
linas Women’s Crisis Center, she served as a 
representative on the Hartnell College Board 
of Trustees, Vice Chair of the City of Salinas 
Recreation-Park Commission, and a board 
member of the Education Foundation for Sali-
nas Union High School District. She was rec-
ognized as one of the outstanding women of 
Monterey County’s Commission on the Status 
of Women. The Salinas Chamber of Com-
merce gave Darlene their Athena Award for 
outstanding businesswoman. 

Darlene’s passion and leadership led her to 
organize a trip to Morelia, Mexico to provide 
an opportunity for a group of Elementary 
School teachers to study the Spanish lan-
guage and the Mexican culture. Darlene notes 
that she is looking forward to being retired so 
she can return to traveling the world with her 
husband and enjoying her grandchildren 
Emma, age 4, and Truman, age 11⁄2. 

Madam Speaker, I know that I am not alone 
in recognizing the work of this amazing 
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