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United States. Due to this work, the USDA
presented Dr. Breitmeyer with the Honor
Award in 2002.

Dr. Breitmeyer also led the effort in Cali-
fornia to develop animal health emergency re-
sponse planning with the Governor’s Office of
Emergency Services—an effort put to the test
during the successful eradication of exotic
Newcastle disease from Southern California in
20083.

Dr. Richard Breitmeyer is loved and re-
spected by his wife and family, by the team
that worked for him at CDFA, and by all those
who have interacted with him during his pro-
fessional life. | am grateful that since his re-
tirement on September 30, 2010, Dr.
Breitmeyer has joined the staff at the Cali-
fornia Animal Health and Food Safety Labora-
tory at the University of California, Davis, to
continue his outreach activities for livestock
and poultry health.

| am pleased to recognize and congratulate
Dr. Richard Breitmeyer upon his retirement,
and applaud him for his dedication to Cali-
fornia.

———

HONORING REVEREND BRUCE
HENNING DAVIDSON

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 16, 2010

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Reverend Bruce Henning David-
son, Director of the Lutheran Office of Govern-
mental Ministry of New Jersey, who is retiring
January 1, 2011. The Office of Governmental
Ministry is an advocacy ministry of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of America and com-
municates the official policies and actions of
the church to leaders in state government,
particularly on issues of hunger and poverty,
and more recently, immigration reform, deten-
tion practices, refugee issues and marriage
equality.

Reverend Davidson is recognized statewide
as an inspiring pastor, an energetic community
activist, and as an advocate for justice for all
people. Since becoming Director of the Lu-
theran Office of Governmental Ministry of New
Jersey, Reverend Davidson has been a tire-
less laborer in the vineyard of social service.
He founded the New Jersey Advocacy Net-
work to End Homelessness and the Anti-Pov-
erty Network of New Jersey and a number of
other community service organizations.

Heeding the biblical command to feed,
clothe and shelter the poor and needy, Bruce
Davidson made it his business to search out
ways for people in need to have an oppor-
tunity for a better life. He recognized that the
homeless are often people with bad luck—lack
of a job, a sick child and no health insurance,
a lack of education, or a traumatizing war ex-
perience can cause a person to become
homeless and this can happen to any of us.
He believes that no one should be homeless
in America and inspires us to join in the fight
against the poverty and indifference that al-
lows this to happen.

Bruce Davidson was born on March 10,
1948 to David E. and Anne H. Davidson. He
is a graduate of the Philadelphia school sys-
tem and Temple University and was ordained
following his graduation from the Lutheran

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Theological Seminary in 1974. He has spent
his entire career in New Jersey, ministering to
congregations from Cape May in Southern
New Jersey to Bergen County in the north.

Wherever he has lived and preached, Bruce
Davidson has made an impact, as evidenced
by the many organizations that have honored
him for his leadership in the community. He
received the Equal Justice Award from Legal
Services of New Jersey and was recognized
by New Jersey Citizen Action and the Bergen
County Chapter of NAACP. He was chosen a
Distinguished Alumnus by the Community Col-
lege of Philadelphia.

| have known Bruce Davidson for many
years and my admiration for his life’s work has
no bounds. He is an unselfish and humble
man who inspires the best in all of us. He de-
serves a happy and healthy retirement, with
much time to spend with his long-time partner,
Donald Barb, and a bit of leisure. But it is hard
to think that he will not continue his advocacy
for the unfortunate. Please join with me in rec-
ognizing Pastor Bruce Davidson and thanking
him for a life of service.

—————

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY
(DRA)

HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 16, 2010

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize the Delta Regional Authority, DRA,
on the occasion of its 10th anniversary. Ten
years ago, President Clinton signed into law
legislation establishing the DRA. He did so
with the widespread bipartisan support of
Members of Congress who were eager to give
this region a strong foothold up the ladder to
success.

The DRA has proven to be effective in lev-
eling the playing field for the Delta region. The
DRA helps connect opportunity with the sheer
grit, intelligence, and willpower that already
exists in the people of the region. For ten
years, DRA has made great strides in bridging
the gaps that have kept the region isolated
from progress.

The DRA is a federal-state partnership that
serves 252 counties and parishes in parts of
Tennessee, Alabama, Arkansas, lllinois, Ken-
tucky, Louisiana, Mississippi and Missouri.
These counties and parishes hold great prom-
ise for access and trade in bordering the
world’s greatest transportation arterial—the
Mississippi River.

It has been a privilege for me to work along-
side DRA and the people of the Delta region
over the years. The educators, healthcare pro-
viders, farmers, local officials, small business
owners and workers in this part of the country
have all made meaningful contributions to
overcome unique challenges and make the
Delta region a wonderful place to live and
work.

The people of the Delta region are fortunate
to have a reliable federal partner in the DRA.
In its first ten years of work, the DRA has
made significant progress tackling the region’s
unique challenges. For example, the DRA op-
erates a highly successful grant program in
each of the eight states it serves, allowing cit-
ies and counties to leverage money from other
federal agencies and private investors.
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An independent report from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Economic Research
Service found that per capita income grew
more rapidly in counties where the DRA had
the greatest investment. Anyone who knows
what it is like to live and work in an area with-
out the most basic infrastructure systems will
understand how important the DRA work is to
bring critical infrastructure such as new water
and sewer services to more than 43,000 fami-
lies.

| look forward to working with the DRA as
it continues to expand its regional initiatives in
the areas of health care, transportation, lead-
ership training and information technology,
small business development and entrepre-
neurship, and alternative energy jobs. | am
proud to recognize the DRA’s first ten years of
achievements, and | look forward to working
with the DRA to build an even stronger region
for our future.

———

INTERNATIONAL PROTECTING
GIRLS BY PREVENTING CHILD
MARRIAGE ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF
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Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of S. 987, the Inter-
national Protecting Girls by Preventing Child
Marriage Act. I'd like to thank Congresswoman
McCoLLUM and Senator DURBIN for introducing
this legislation and for their longstanding lead-
ership on this issue.

Child marriage is a true tragedy, as well as
a serious human rights violation. Sixty million
girls worldwide, some as young as eight years
old, have been forced into early marriage.
Child brides have little, if any, control over
their lives, their bodies, and their futures. Not
only do girls forced into early marriage lose
the opportunity to attend school and develop
as children, they also face serious health con-
sequences and substantially higher rates of
domestic violence.

Girls who are married at a young age are
also typically forced into early sexual activity,
but their bodies are not physically suited for
giving birth. According to the International
Center for Research on Women, pregnancy is
the leading cause of death worldwide for girls
aged 15-19.

Child marriage is often linked to a lack of
education, opportunity, and resources. Girls
from poor households are far more likely to be
given away as child brides; some families view
it as a way to guarantee their daughters’ fu-
ture, while others see girls as an economic li-
ability. Either way, studies have shown that
girls who are married before 18 are more like-
ly to remain poor and less likely to receive
education.

We need to do much more to prevent child
marriage. | am an original cosponsor of the
International Protecting Girls by Preventing
Child Marriage Act, which makes preventing
child marriage an international priority for the
U.S. Government. This legislation requires the
State Department, as part of their annual
Country Reports on Human Rights, to report
on countries with high rates of child marriage
in their annual, and the White House to create
an action plan on combating child marriage.
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