September 16, 2010

The crisis constituted by the grave
acts of terrorism and threats of ter-
rorism committed by foreign terror-
ists, including the terrorist attacks on
September 11, 2001, in New York and
Pennsylvania, and against the Pen-
tagon, and the continuing and imme-
diate threat of further attacks on
United States nationals or the United
States that led to the declaration of a
national emergency on September 23,
2001, has not been resolved. These ac-
tions pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity, foreign policy, and economy of
the United States. For these reasons, I
have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency de-
clared with respect to persons who
commit, threaten to commit, or sup-
port terrorism, and maintain in force
the comprehensive sanctions to re-
spond to this threat.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 16, 2010.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed with an
amendment in which the concurrence
of the House is requested, a bill of the
House of the following title:

H.R. 5297. An act to create the Small Busi-
ness Lending Fund Program to direct the
Secretary of the Treasury to make capital
investments in eligible institutions in order
to increase the availability of credit for
small businesses, to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide tax incentives
for small business job creation, and for other
purposes.

———
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

——————

GROUND ZERO—MOSQUE OR
MONUMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
history is the great predictor. To un-
derstand today, all you have to do is to
look at last Saturday. We all remember
where we were when hijacked planes
hit the World Trade Center. We remem-
ber the billowing clouds of smoke
blacking out the New York skyline.
Those towers—once pillars of strength
and freedom—became mass graves in
the space of a few moments. Fire-
fighters, police officers, innocent men
women and children all died in a
firestorm of hate.

Our country men and women were
killed at the hands of radical Muslim
extremists. People who believe their
religion tells them to be violent in the
name of that religion.
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Now, 9 years later, it’s clear that
some Americans have forgotten the
horror caused by these terrorists, and
they expect us to forget as well. How-
ever, forgetting is not an option.

Even though we don’t show the pic-
tures anymore except on the anniver-
sary of September 11. We don’t talk
about those responsible for plotting
and carrying out these deadly terrorist
attacks against America. We’re told we
can’t be angry. We are expected to
blindly accept the hatred for America
in the name of tolerance. Under this
guise of ‘‘religious tolerance,” we’re
told we must allow a mosque to be
built near Ground Zero.

No one disagrees with the legal right
to build a mosque, but the builder’s de-
cision is ill-advised and it’s insensitive.
This is a building where the landing
gear from one of the hijacked planes
tore through the roof.

The media scolds those of us who dis-
agree with this building. They say to
be tolerant, be respectful and accepting
of other people’s religions. But why is
not the same expected of those individ-
uals? Is this really about tolerance?

The day the two planes hit the World
Trade Center, that piece of land in New
York City took on a whole new mean-
ing. Ground Zero is no longer just a lo-
cation in New York. It is a symbol of
America as powerful as the stars and
stripes. It is hallowed ground of the
victims who were victimized because of
hate.

Iman Feisal Abdul Rauf—the man be-
hind the Ground Zero mosque—should
instead build a memorial to the vic-
tims of the radical Muslim extremists
instead of a mosque. That would be

sensitive. That would be compas-
sionate.
The history books show ‘‘victory

mosques’’ have been built in or near lo-
cations of Muslim conquests through-
out history. In 1453, Mehmed II, the
Sultan of the Ottoman Empire, con-
quered Constantinople. One of his first
acts was to convert a Christian church
for more than 900 years—the Hagia So-
phia—into a mosque.

Iman Rauf calls his project the Cor-
doba House. The first great mosque of
Cordoba was built by medieval Islamic
invaders. They built it on the site of a
ransacked Roman Catholic cathedral in
Spain. The name Cordoba—is that just
a coincidence—the Cordoba mosque ini-
tiative at Ground Zero—too many in
America thinks this mirrors history
too closely.

One of our greatest freedoms in
America is our right to worship as we
please. Our Nation was founded on lib-
erty and freedom for everyone. Do not
Muslims, like most religions and cul-
tures, believe in tolerance and respect
for other religions?

Thousands of sons, daughters, fa-
thers, and mothers at this very mo-
ment are stationed in Iraq and Afghan-
istan. They’re fighting the terrorists in
the deserts and in the rough mountain
terrain. Thirty-five American warriors
from my congressional district area
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gave their lives in these two wars.
They died protecting us from these
same radical extremists that murder in
the name of religion. It seems to me
that the tolerance lesson is being
preached to the wrong part of the
world.

Many Christians, Jews and other
non-Muslims are offended by the build-
ing of this mosque and believe it is dis-
respectful and dishonors those who
were murdered on 9/11. If building this
mosque is meant to truly promote edu-
cation and understanding of the Mus-
lim religion, I suggest the supporters
take a look at history. And rather than
repeat history, they should remember
history.

Ground Zero is off-limits.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
AFGHANISTAN STUDY GROUP
SAYS “ABANDON THE CURRENT
STRATEGY”’

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday Speaker PELOSI and the Con-
gress recognized the anniversary of 9/11
with a moving remembrance ceremony
on the steps outside the Capitol. It’s
critical that we never forget the cru-
elty of those attacks and the tragedy
of so many innocent lives.

But just as importantly, we must use
this occasion to examine the war that
we launched in response to 9/11. Nine
years later, have we achieved our origi-
nal objectives? Is the continued mili-
tary occupation advancing or under-
mining our national security interests?

You’ll recall that the original pur-
pose was to clear al Qaeda out of Af-
ghanistan. That’s been accomplished.
There are barely any al Qaeda
operatives left in the country, and
there is little hope that they could
gain a foothold there in the future. But
our continued military footprint is not
helping us realize any worthy goal.

In addition to putting our troops’
lives in danger, it is fueling the rise
and aiding the recruitment of Taliban
insurgents in Afghanistan. And on a
global level, Madam Speaker, it is
stoking the extremism of al Qaeda and
other anti-American jihadists.

But it’s just not me saying that. The
Afghanistan Study Group comprised of
centrist experts and academics just
issued a report concluding that, and I
quote them as saying, ‘It is time to
abandon the current strategy that is
not working. The continuation of an
ambitious U.S. military campaign in
Afghanistan,”” the group adds, ‘‘will
likely work against U.S. interests.”

Madam Speaker, the report notes
that the war costs more annually than
does the new health care reform bill.
And yet curiously, very few of my
friends on the other side of the aisle
are railing about the excessive spend-
ing on Afghanistan. It appears that in
their eyes, a failed war is worth the in-
vestment, but health security for mil-
lions of Americans is wasteful.
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