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Commissioner; his wife, Christy; their 
sons, Landon, Caleb, and Joel; and his 
sisters, Ann Senetar and Kim Sumner. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr. KEN-
NEDY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. KENNEDY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. VELÁZQUEZ addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

MAKE IT IN AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I 
will engage in a colloquy here, with the 
permission of the Chair, with my col-
leagues to discuss an extremely impor-
tant issue for America—that is, manu-
facturing. If America is going to make 
it, we’re going to have to make it in 
America. 

But before I go into the subject of 
how we can restart and rebuild the 
American manufacturing sector and 
make it in America, I’d like to do a lit-
tle review of history first. 

Years and years ago, I played football 
at the University of California. And it’s 
football season, and my friends have 
often accused me of using football 
analogies, and, well, it happens to be 
true. So, okay, it’s football season. 

Let’s consider for a moment that it’s 
not football that we’re dealing with 
but, rather, it’s the economy. And if we 
were to consider the first quarter, we 

would have to look at the George W. 
Bush and the Republican first quarter. 
What happened? 

Beginning in 2007, we began to see 
the extraordinary crash of the Amer-
ican economy. It just bled jobs. Eight 
million jobs were lost, peaking in De-
cember of 2008, just before the onset of 
the Obama administration. Nearly 
800,000 jobs were lost that month alone, 
totaling 8 million during that period of 
time. So you see this incredible decline 
in the American job market, and this is 
just the private employment sector. 
This was replicated in the public sector 
also. 

So that was the first quarter. How 
did it happen? Why did it happen? 

Well, crazy tax policy for starts. Tax 
policies that gave extraordinary breaks 
to the very wealthy; modest breaks to 
the middle class; two wars that were 
not paid for, the money was borrowed; 
the Medicare drug benefit, not paid for, 
creating an enormous deficit and the 
regulators stepped back. The period of 
no regulation occurred during that 
first quarter. Wall Street went crazy. 
It collateralized debt obligations. The 
meltdown of the housing industry, 
subprime loans. All of those things led 
to this extraordinary decline. 

In January of 2009, President Obama 
came in and we began the second quar-
ter. Tough situation going into that 
second quarter, but we began to see im-
mediate action taken. The Wall Street 
stabilization programs went into ef-
fect, and the way in which that was ad-
ministered began to stabilize Wall 
Street. We had the stimulus program, 
the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act. It went into effect. And we 
saw numerous other pieces of legisla-
tion go into effect during the Obama 
second quarter. 

I’m going to go through some of 
these very, very quickly. 

The stimulus program, 3 million jobs 
as a direct result of that since it went 
into effect in February of 2009. 

We saw also the Worker, Homeowner-
ship, and Business Assistance Act deal-
ing with the foreclosures, trying to 
keep people in their homes and to pro-
vide tax relief for small businesses. 

We saw the Student Aid and Finan-
cial Responsibility Act, the biggest ef-
fort since the GI Bill in the 1940s and 
1950s, to give people an opportunity to 
get job training and to get new skills 
when they got back into the job mar-
ket. 

Cash for Clunkers, stabilizing the 
automobile industry. 

And we also saw the American Gov-
ernment stepping in to save two great 
icons of the American industry and the 
hundreds, in fact, thousands of small 
businesses that depended upon the auto 
industry with the bailout of General 
Motors and Chrysler—to good effect. 
We were able to maintain those small 
business jobs that were directly im-
pacted there. 

We also saw the Credit Cardholders’ 
Bill of Rights. How many of us have 
reached into our pockets for our credit 

cards and we go, ‘‘I just know those 
banks are going to screw me one more 
time.’’ But no more, because we passed 
the Credit Cardholders’ Bill of Rights. 

Other legislation is now pending. All 
of those are laws. 

And one that passed just 3 weeks ago, 
which was the teachers and the med-
ical legislation, that went into effect 
fully paid for; 160,000 teachers across 
the United States will stay in the 
classrooms providing that education 
that our students need, and paid for by 
ending an extraordinarily bad piece of 
policy that’s been in effect for many 
years that gave a tax break to Amer-
ican corporations that off-shored 
American jobs. 

So what do you mean? Do you mean 
to tell me that American corporations 
were able to get a tax break every time 
they sent a job offshore? Yes. That’s 
exactly what is over today as a result 
of action taken. 

On every one of these bills, every sin-
gle effort made by this Congress to 
bring jobs back, to stabilize the econ-
omy, we found virtually no Republican 
support. In the stimulus, none at all. In 
the credit card, only a handful of Re-
publicans. Republican opposition was 
uniform for every single effort made by 
this House, by the Democrats. 

The result of our work without Re-
publican support has been a steady im-
provement, so that for the last 8 
months we have seen private sector 
jobs actually increase—not as much as 
we need, not as much as we want, but 
we have seen a clear differentiation be-
tween the first quarter with the Bush 
debacle and the rebuilding of the 
American economy in the second quar-
ter. 

Where are we today? We’re at half-
time. We’re in the locker room here in 
Washington, D.C. We’re in Congress. 
We’re working to complete our plan for 
the second half—the resurgence and 
the rebuilding of the American econ-
omy. And in this half, we have a series 
of bills that we put forward—some al-
ready law; others that will go into ef-
fect in the months ahead—hopefully 
passed. We’d love to have the support 
of our Republican colleagues, but, as in 
this moment, their seats are empty. 
But when they’re filled, they still vote 
‘‘no’’ on every effort to rebuild the 
American economy. 

So it’s halftime. The question for the 
American public is: Which team’s 
going to go back on the field for the 
second half, for 2011 and 2012? Which 
team’s going back on the field? The 
team that brought us this great deba-
cle, the great crash of the American 
economy, or the team that has slowly, 
but every month, brought progress 
back to the American economy? We’re 
talking now about making it in Amer-
ica. 

Joining me today for this discussion 
is my colleague from the great State of 
Wisconsin, Dr. KAGEN, an extraor-
dinary individual, an entrepreneur in 
his own right, who is going to talk 
about some of the efforts that he’s 
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