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Well, many of them have said pub-
licly they want to have another chance
to vote on some parts of it, and I am
open to the suggestion. But when I
look at this bill in its entirety—the tax
cuts, the help to small businesses, the
closing of these tax loopholes, the help
to the States—I think all of these
things are an important and timely
package of things we need to do across
America.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority’s time has expired.

Mr. DURBIN. Then I yield the floor.

Since I see no Republican seeking
time in morning business, I ask unani-
mous consent to speak for 3 additional
minutes, and to extend the same 3 min-
utes on the Republican side, if they
care to use it.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

PROTECTING THE GREAT LAKES

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, one of
the greatest assets in my part of the
world would be Lake Michigan. If you
ask the people of Chicago: What do you
think is the greatest thing about the
city of Chicago, in a recent survey they
overwhelmingly responded it is Lake
Michigan because it is so beautiful, and
we are fortunate to be near it and take
advantage of it, using beaches and
being out on boats, and mainly looking
out the window at this magnificent
lake, which I get a chance to do when
I go up to the city.

So when the issue of the future of
Lake Michigan and the question about
whether it is going to be the victim of
invasive species comes up, we take it
seriously. I do not know how many
years ago some people decided a very
wise thing to do would be to import
into the United States a fish called the
Asian carp. So they brought in this
Asian carp—and I believe it was in the
State of Arkansas, though I do not
want to pick on them; I think this is
true—and they were going to raise
these carp for some reason, and there
was some flooding and the carp ended
up in the Mississippi River. Now they
are all over the Mississippi River and
those tributaries leading to it.

Well, if we follow the Mississippi
River north from Arkansas and make a
right-hand turn north of St. Louis and
head up the Illinois River, we are on
our way up Lake Michigan. That is the
route the Asian carp have been fol-
lowing.

Well, they are all over the Illinois
River on their way up to Lake Michi-
gan. These are fish which grow to enor-
mous sizes and suck up everything in
sight on which other fish would live. So
they are an invasive species that is a
danger to other species of fish, and
there has been a great fear for a long
time they would reach Lake Michigan
and change its future as a fishery.

So I joined with Republican Con-
gresswoman JUDY BIGGERT, and we
started pouring in millions of dollars 10
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yvears ago to stop this fish. This fish is
insidious. It just grows by leaps and
bounds and attacks people. Hard to
imagine, isn’t it? Boaters going down
the Illinois River will see these fish
jumping out of the river at the boaters.
It is a danger. I have seen videos, and
I know it is.

This is an aggressive species of fish
that can destroy Lake Michigan. So
Congresswoman BIGGERT and I built
electronic fences that create an elec-
trical shock at points in the river to
stop the fish from moving toward Lake
Michigan. We have done that twice. We
now think we have to do it more. There
is a real concern not only in Chicago
and Illinois but around Lake Michigan,
the surrounding States, about how suc-
cessful this effort is going to be.

Last week, we continued to fish and
look for these Asian carp, and we found
one in Lake Calumet, just miles from
Lake Michigan. From my point of
view, that was a wake-up call. Some-
how a fish had reached the other side of
the electronic barrier. I do not know if
it was dumped in Lake Calumet—we
are doing some studies to find out—or
whether it migrated there.

Regardless, what I am doing with
Senator DEBBIE STABENOW of the State
of Michigan is introducing legislation
today calling on the Army Corps of En-
gineers to take a serious, comprehen-
sive look at ways to avoid any con-
tamination of Lake Michigan from this
fish.

These studies usually take forever.
Senator STABENOW and I are encour-
aging the corps to move on them very
quickly.

Secondly, I have written to the White
House and have spoken with the Presi-
dent’s Chief of Staff about appointing a
coordinator who will try to bring to-
gether all the Federal agencies that are
dealing with this invasive species, the
State and local efforts, and coordi-
nating them to be more effective and
focus on stopping this fish moving for-
ward.

We are trying to also increase the
amount of money being spent to build
fences and more electronic barriers to
stop these fish from their migration to-
ward Lake Michigan.

This is critical for us to do for the fu-
ture of Lake Michigan and the Great
Lakes. It is something we have worked
on for years. We will continue to work
on it. We take it very seriously.

I thank Senator STABENOW for join-
ing me in that effort, and I encourage
all the Senators from the Great Lakes
area, if they would consider it, to join
us as cosponsors.

Madam President, I see the Senator
from Missouri has taken the floor on
the Republican side. I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Missouri.

CLEAN ENERGY

Mr. BOND. Madam President, today
Members of the Senate will go to the
White House to meet with President
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Obama on energy legislation. There is
general agreement among Republicans
that we need to do more to promote
clean energy and reduce our depend-
ence on foreign energy sources. We also
need real reform of our oilspill protec-
tion laws and agencies.

However, today I talk about where
we disagree, and that is on the Demo-
cratic proposal to impose a national
energy tax related to carbon emissions.

The President will try to convince
Senators and the public to impose a na-
tional energy tax. Of course, he will
use fancy terms such as ‘‘pricing car-
bon.” But if it walks like a duck,
quacks like a duck, then it is a duck,
and this duck is an energy tax.

One form the Democratic national
energy tax will take is a tax on gaso-
line, diesel, and jet fuel. Senator
HUTCHISON and I just released a new re-
port documenting the size of the gas
tax in the Kerry-Lieberman cap-and-
trade bill. My colleagues can find it on
our office Web sites.

The Kerry-Lieberman cap-and-trade
bill includes a $3.4 trillion gas tax—
with a ‘“t.”” That is an average of $90
billion a year.

The number is so large because
Americans consume a lot of fuel—over
200 billion gallons a year. Putting a
price on the carbon in this fuel, as
Democrats and President Obama want
to do, will impose a massive new tax
increase on the American people. You
don’t have to take my word for it. Any-
one can add up the cost of this new gas
tax. We used all publicly available gov-
ernment information, such as the fuel
consumption data from the U.S. En-
ergy Information Agency and carbon
pricing estimates from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. The rest is
just simple addition and multiplica-
tion—multiplication and multiplica-
tion and multiplication—combining
how much fuel we will use with the
carbon tax rate they propose.

The $3.4 trillion figure is based on
EPA’s estimates of future carbon
prices. By law, as proposed by Kerry-
Lieberman, the gas tax could be as
high as $7.6 trillion if carbon prices hit
the price ceilings in this bill.

Kerry-Lieberman’s $3.4 trillion total
gas tax will include a $1.9 trillion gaso-
line tax on families, workers, and small
businesses, a $1.1 trillion diesel tax on
farmers, truckers, and businesses, and
a $425 billion jet fuel tax on airline pas-
sengers.

Of course, politicians do not want to
admit they support a new multitril-
lion-dollar gas tax. They use code
words such as ‘‘pricing carbon’’ or ‘‘re-
quiring the purchase of allowances.”’

They also try to take advantage of
the current disasters, such as the gulf
oilspill, to impose a new gasoline tax. I
say we should be punishing BP, not the
American people, with a new gas tax. A
gas tax will not stop the oil from leak-
ing, it will not clean up the oil that has
been spilled, and it will not do any-
thing to restore the environment in the
coastal areas where that oil will hit.
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