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ways to improve the lives of other young peo-
ple. 

At age 12 Angel Ray was diagnosed with a 
malignant brain tumor. He spent a year and a 
half in a Hawaii hospital battling cancer. 

But Angel Ray did not let his disease control 
his life. Instead, he used his experience to 
empower himself to help others. 

During his long hospital stay, Angel Ray 
found that time passed more comfortably be-
cause of a playroom in the pediatric ward. It 
was filled with games and toys, computers 
and a TV well stocked with DVDs, all of which 
helped take the young patients’ minds away 
from their illness and from the reality of being 
in the hospital. In the playroom, Angel Ray 
told a reporter from the Saipan Tribune, kids 
‘‘don’t feel like they’re sick. They feel like 
they’re at home.’’ 

But Angel Ray knew—from personal experi-
ence—that kids back home at the Common-
wealth Health Center in the Northern Marianas 
had no playroom. Though the average stay is 
only two-and-a-half days, some patients are 
there for six weeks or more. And they have no 
toys or books, no refuge from the psycho-
logical toll of being sick. 

So Angel Ray partnered with Hawaii state 
representative Glenn Wakai and with Reach 
Out Pacific, a non-profit organization that 
takes surplus medical and educational sup-
plies from Hawaii to the Pacific islands, includ-
ing the Marianas, Guam, Palau, the Marshall 
Islands, Chuuk, Yap, Kosrae, Pohnpei and the 
Philippines. Together, they organized dona-
tions of toys and books to create a playroom 
at the Commonwealth Health Center. The 
Shriner’s Hospital in Honolulu was being ren-
ovated and needed to clear out toys in its pe-
diatric area. Moanalua High School gave hun-
dreds of books. The U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
donated shelving. And Matson Navigation of-
fered to ship the 20-foot container stuffed with 
50 boxes of books, 19 bookshelves, and 60 
bags of toys from Hawaii to the Northern Mar-
iana Islands. 

Madam Speaker, Angel Ray Guerrero is an 
inspiration to us all: an individual who took the 
adversity in his own life and turned it into a 
benefit for others. 
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Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, today we 
mourn the loss of Dr. Dorothy Height, a true 
American hero, who worked tirelessly through-
out her 98 years to make the world better as 
a leader, activist, and counselor in the civil 
rights and women’s rights movements. In 
2004, I was privileged to support legislation 
that honored Dr. Height with the Congres-
sional Gold Medal, the highest award Con-
gress can bestow. Dr. Height led a remarkable 
life and made a significant difference in the 
lives of so many others. 

After earning degrees at New York Univer-
sity, Dr. Height joined the staff of the Harlem 
YMCA. There she met human rights activists 
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and educator 
Mary McLeod Bethune. Her encounter with Dr. 

Bethune led to Dr. Height’s involvement with 
the National Council of Negro Women 
(NCNW), an organization she would come to 
lead as president for four decades. Dr. Height 
was a tremendous mediator and minister dur-
ing times of great civil rights strife, such as 
after the 1935 riots in Harlem and then again 
in 1963, at the request of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., she traveled to Birmingham, Ala-
bama, after a bomb killed four African Amer-
ican girls in a church. 

Called the queen of the civil rights move-
ment, Dr. Height was often the only woman at 
key moments in civil rights history and we are 
indebted to her for keeping women’s rights 
and equality in the fore. During her tenure with 
NCNW, Dr. Height instituted programs to es-
tablish dialogue between interracial groups of 
women, to expand business ownership by 
women, to celebrate women’s history at the 
Bethune Museum and Archives, and to mon-
itor human rights around the world. 

In addition to her efforts to overcome racial 
prejudices and for full voting rights of all, she 
also fought for school desegregation, for ac-
cess to decent housing, and for better employ-
ment opportunities. It seems only fitting that 
we honor the legacy of Dr. Height on Equal 
Pay Day, a day each April intended to bring 
awareness to the inequalities that still exist in 
our society. Dr. Height was at the White 
House ceremony when President Kennedy 
signed the Equal Pay Act and was there again 
when President Clinton marked the 35th anni-
versary of the legislation. 

Dr. Height was apt to tell her colleagues at 
NCNW to continue their efforts to address 
issues of social concern. In gratitude for ev-
erything she has done, we are inspired to con-
tinue with her life’s dedication to expand civil 
rights and equality for all. 
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Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, under the 
leadership of Speaker PELOSI, the 111th Con-
gress has passed some of the most extensive 
and ambitious environmental legislation this 
country has seen since the 1970s. So it brings 
me great pleasure to be here in the House of 
Representatives to celebrate the 40th anniver-
sary of Earth Day. 

Such legislation includes the Recovery Act, 
which I was proud to support and has made 
historic job-creating investments in a clean en-
ergy future that will provide hundreds of thou-
sands of jobs. The House also passed clean 
energy jobs legislation that enhances the 
American manufacturing base and will make 
the U.S. a world leader in new energy tech-
nologies. 

Additionally, I recently introduced the 10 Mil-
lion Solar Roofs and 10 Million Gallons of 
Solar Water Heating Act, which will provide 
valuable cash rebates for the creation of 10 
million small power plants located on the roofs 
of American homes and businesses through-
out the country. This legislation will also create 
an estimated 1.35 million direct and indirect 
jobs, lower energy costs, strengthen the econ-

omy, and put America on the path to energy 
independence. 

Corporate interests have spent millions es-
pousing mistruths and presenting a false 
choice to the American people—the idea that 
efforts to preserve our planet and ensure our 
own survival will destroy the American econ-
omy. However, this Congress has exposed 
these claims for what they really are—lies. 
The 111th Congress has proven that we can 
indeed strengthen the American economy and 
ensure that all Americans can breathe cleaner 
air and drink cleaner water, and I am honored 
and proud to have been a part of such a his-
toric effort. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
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WIGGINS 
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OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 22, 2010 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the life and work of County Com-
missioner Minnie Shirley Wiggins who died on 
Sunday, April 18, 2010 after a short illness. 
Commissioner Wiggins was a well-respected 
elected official and community leader in 
Perquimans County, North Carolina. 

Born on February 6, 1933 to the late Mary 
and Hardy Wiggins, Sr., Commissioner 
Wiggins was a graduate of Perquimans Coun-
ty Training School and St. Agnes School of 
Nursing in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

Commissioner Wiggins served our Nation 
with honor as a United States Navy Nurse 
Corps Captain, serving aboard the USS Sanc-
tuary during the Vietnam War. She was a 
proud member of the American Legion, Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars and Vietnam Veterans 
of America. 

During her more than 20 years as a 
Perquimans County Commissioner, she pro-
vided a passionate and tireless voice for the 
youths and senior citizens of the Albemarle 
Region. She worked as a volunteer with ele-
mentary school children and devoted signifi-
cant time to the Meals on Wheels program. 
She earned recognition for her devotion to 
public service, including North Carolina’s high-
est honor—the Order of the Long Leaf Pine. 

Commissioner Wiggins had a great passion 
for her church, Melton Grove Missionary Bap-
tist Church of Winfall, North Carolina, where 
she was a devoted member for many years. 

She is survived by brothers, Percy A. 
Wiggins Sr. and Horace Wiggins; brother/son 
Hardy Wiggins Jr.; daughter/niece C. Loretta 
Buggs; and a host of nieces, nephews, adopt-
ed sons and daughters, godchildren and ex-
tended family. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
rise to recognize the life and work of Commis-
sioner Minnie Shirley Wiggins and her out-
standing public service to the community. I 
also ask that we pass along our best wishes 
and prayers to her family, friends and loved 
ones during this time of bereavement. 
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