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earned from that endeavor and a small bank 
loan, he built one of the first shopping centers 
in the state, the first of several he would even-
tually build in the county. 

As much as he was a builder and devel-
oper, he was also a showman. He earned 
Time magazine designation as the wunderkind 
of the post-war boom by building an entire 
house in three hours and 18 minutes and a 
church in five hours and 16 minutes. 

He gave back generously to his community, 
helping fund and sustain both the Luther Bur-
bank (now Wells Fargo) Center for the Arts in 
Santa Rosa and the Spreckels Performing 
Arts Center in Rohnert Park. There was 
scarcely a non profit organization in the county 
that didn’t experience his generosity, whether 
it was the 4–H Club, the Earl Baum Center for 
the Blind, the Santa Rosa Junior College 
Foundation, the Sonoma County Community 
Foundation, the Children’s Health Network, 
Artstart, the Southwest Community Health 
Clinic, Planned Parenthood, the Blood Bank of 
the Redwoods, the Green Music Center, 
Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital, the Jewish 
Community Free Clinic, the Council on Aging, 
the Sonoma County Museum or the Boys and 
Girls Club of Santa Rosa and many more. 

He is survived by his wife Connie; former 
wife Elizabeth Mulkey; son George David 
Codding; granddaughters Alexis Codding, Lois 
Codding, Lisa Codding Chodrick, Terra Saxton 
and his stepchildren Brian Baker, Pamela 
Reed, Lisa Malapit, Melinda Bailey, and Brad-
ley Baker. 

Madam Speaker, Hugh Codding was an in-
fluential and respected resident of Sonoma 
County who will be greatly missed. It is there-
fore appropriate that we acknowledge him 
today and honor his memory. 
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Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Baylee 
LaMarine who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Baylee LaMarine is a 7th grader at Oberon 
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Baylee 
LaMarine is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Baylee LaMarine for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication and character to all her 
future accomplishments. 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL FINAN-
CIAL LITERACY MONTH, 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, recently President Obama proclaimed April 
2010 as Financial Literacy Month. I applaud 
the President for doing this because the coun-
try’s future prosperity depends on the financial 
security of all Americans. I am proud to be an 
original cosponsor of H. Res. 1257, which 
supports the goals and ideals of National Fi-
nancial Literacy month. 

As a nation, we have all been impacted by 
the effects of our struggling economy. While 
there are many factors that have contributed 
to the current economic climate, and there is 
no one cause, we do know that consumers 
need to be more aware and informed of how 
their finances work and how to avoid some 
common financial pitfalls. 

It is never too early or too late to learn 
about consumer, economic, and personal fi-
nance concepts, which is why I introduced the 
Financial and Economic Literacy Improvement 
Act. This bill will provide grants to improve fi-
nancial literacy education for K–12 and college 
students. Additionally, I worked with my Finan-
cial Services Committee colleagues to draft an 
amendment included in the House financial 
regulatory reform bill that will create a Finan-
cial Literacy Program which will run through 
the Department of Treasury’s Office of Finan-
cial Literacy. 

The Government has an important role in 
protecting consumers and promoting sound fi-
nancial literacy programs. It is up to each indi-
vidual to utilize services that provide the 
knowledge and understanding of basic con-
cepts such as avoiding excessive debt, saving 
for an education and steering clear of decep-
tive products and practices. 

Now is the time, regardless of age, that we 
learn, as consumers, about financial products 
so we may protect ourselves and our families 
in the future. I urge all my colleagues to sup-
port H. Res. 1257. 
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Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and honor the life of John Walter 
Canty, a close personal friend and valued 
community member of Riverside, California. 
On Thursday, April 1, 2010, John passed 
away. He will be deeply missed. 

Born in Yuba City on June 30, 1940, John 
grew up in San Francisco and attended city 
schools and community colleges before enlist-
ing in the U.S. Marine Corps in the early 
1960s. After serving in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
he worked with the California State Depart-
ment of Transportation, Division of Highways. 
He received his bachelor’s degree in business 
management from the University of San Fran-
cisco. John passed his civil engineering licens-

ing exam on the first try and became a reg-
istered Civil Engineer in California and Ne-
vada. 

In 1968, John accepted an engineering po-
sition with J.F. Davidson in Riverside. He 
worked his way to the top, becoming a partner 
with Davidson, and ultimately opening his own 
company in 1997, Canty Engineering Group. 
John eventually sold this company after years 
of success in order to travel with his wife, Jan. 

Though he was known for having a sharp 
mind and many professional talents, John will 
be remembered most for his generosity and 
integrity. He was an active member of the Cal-
vary Presbyterian Church and the Kiwanis 
Club of Uptown Riverside, which awarded him 
the Legion of Honor plaque in 2008 to recog-
nize his more than 40 years of service. 

On behalf of all those who knew him, it is 
my honor to offer these remarks as a tribute 
to the life and legacy of my friend John Canty. 
His life and presence will be sorely missed 
and I extend my condolences to his dear fam-
ily and friends. 
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HONORING JUDGE JOHN DE GROOT 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend and congratulate Judge 
John De Groot upon being awarded with the 
‘‘Lifetime Achievement Award’’ by the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, Post 9896. Judge De 
Groot was honored on Saturday, January 30, 
2010 in Chowchilla, California. 

Judge John De Groot was born and raised 
in Monterey, California. He graduated from 
Monterey High School in 1965 and enlisted in 
the United States Naval Reserve. He grad-
uated from Navy boot camp at the San Diego 
Recruit Training Center. Judge De Groot was 
designated a Military Occupational Specialty 
as a Personnelman. While in the Reserve, he 
attended Monterey Peninsula College, earning 
an Associate in Arts degree in 1967 and a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from San Francisco 
State in 1969. 

Upon graduating from San Francisco State, 
Judge De Groot was called to active duty and 
assigned to the Naval Air Station in Adak, 
Alaska. The Navy had taken over the former 
World War II Army Airfield at Adak and was 
using the facility as a deployment base for P– 
3 Orion maritime patrol aircraft. The mission of 
NAS Adak and its aircraft was the conduct of 
antisubmarine warfare operations against sub-
marines and surveillance of naval vessels of 
the Soviet Union. After serving twelve months 
in Adak, his next duty station was aboard the 
USS Hancock, positioned in the waters off of 
Vietnam. 

The USS Hancock was the first carrier in 
the fleet with steam catapults capable of 
launching high performance jets. The carrier 
was deployed in 1965 to join the Seventh 
Fleet as hostilities increased in Vietnam. While 
aboard the USS Hancock, Judge De Groot 
worked in the administrative center of the car-
rier; he prepared official documents for trans-
mission to higher echelons, kept records, 
interviewed and counseled sailors, and main-
tained official officer and enlisted records. One 
of his most important abilities was his skill with 
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