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RECOGNIZING SANDY PALMER AS
THE HURLBURT AFA CHAPTER
398 TEACHER OF THE YEAR

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Sandy Palmer upon receiv-
ing the Hurlburt Air Force Association Chapter
398’s Overall Teacher of the Year Award for
2010. Ms. Palmer has been a dedicated edu-
cator for 27 years, and | am proud to recog-
nize her achievement.

Currently teaching third grade at Shalimar
Elementary School in Okaloosa County, Flor-
ida, Sandy has taught at every grade level
and in a variety of subjects over the course of
her illustrious career. She is known for her en-
thusiasm for and commitment to incorporating
space and aviation into her daily classroom in-
struction. After attending Space Camp for
Teachers in 2001, Sandy changed her way of
thinking to integrate these ideas into math and
science curricula. She uses paper airplane
construction to introduce concepts such as
distance, angles, and measurements. Sandy
also thinks outside the box to keep her stu-
dents involved, including an annual play that
involves launching the International Space
Station. The performance provides parents
with the unique opportunity to learn what their
children are doing in the classroom with Ms.
Palmer’s innovative teaching methods. For her
outstanding efforts, Sandy is this years AFA
Hurlburt Chapter nominee to the Florida State/
Regional Teacher of the Year Competition.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am humbled to recognize
Sandy Palmer as the Hurlburt AFA Chapter
398 Overall Teacher of the Year. For 27
years, she has inspired her students and her
colleagues, and she is highly deserving of this
honor. Vicki and | wish Sandy and her family
all the best for the future.

CONGRATULATING THE WINNERS
OF THE VALOR FOUNDATION’S
NATIONAL FIRST RESPONDERS
ESSAY COMPETITION

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
commend the winners of the Valor Founda-
tion’s essay contest. | am honored to recog-
nize the achievements of these students from
Loudoun County and this excellent program in
the 10th District of Virginia.

The Valor Foundation is an organization
dedicated to partnering with individuals and or-
ganizations to support local community fire,
rescue, and law enforcement groups. The
dedicated work of this foundation supports nu-
merous public safety officers and their families
during their times of need. To recognize and
celebrate these individuals, the foundation
held a youth essay competition to honor the
first responders.

To recognize the National First Responder
Day, Loudoun County Middle School students
were asked to submit essays describing, “Why
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We Should Have a National First Responder’s
Appreciation Day.” The Valor Foundation col-
laborated with Randy Kelly, CEO of INOVA
Loudoun Hospital, to award five essay winners
with savings bonds. | ask that my colleagues
join me in congratulating these outstanding
students for their achievements, as well as the
dedication of the first responders of Loudoun
County.

| submit for the winning essays:

Tommy Mai, Belmont Ridge
School:

First responders are brave people. They
sacrifice their lives just to save other lives
at any cost. Whether it’s a fire, medical
emergency, or a shoot-out, they’ll put any-
thing and everything on the line. Think
about a jailhouse without police guards, or a
burning building without fire fighters com-
ing to the rescue, or hospitals without doc-
tors, nurses, and paramedics. Think about
what would have happened during 9/11 with-
out these brave people. Who can think of
braver people. They sacrifice their lives for
their families, for us, but more importantly,
for America.
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Ananda Eagle Middle
School:

Every day a crime is committed. Every day
a house catches on fire. Every day a person
is hurt, a purse is stolen-someone risks their
life for someone else! Emergency Responders
help people when they need it most. When
lives are at risk-they’re there for you. With-
out them, thousands of people wouldn’t be
here right now. Someone who runs into burn-
ing buildings deserves equal respect as some-
one in the military. Fire fighters, police offi-
cers, medical responders, deputies- they de-
serve respect-and a holiday of their own. I
believe Emergency Responders Day would be
perfect-and I'm sure many other thankful
citizens agree.

Bhatia, Ridge

Diego Loya, Farmwell Station Middle
School:

Who was there to help the victims of 9/11
on that horrific day? Who were first to res-
cue and help others during and after that
tragic event? These people are not the heroes
we normally think of with swords, spears or
protective armor. They are every day human
beings doing what they love and putting
themselves in harm’s way for their country.

Police, ambulance workers, E. M. T°s and
firefighters are examples of first responders.
They risk their lives to help others. Every
day a fire starts or someone is hurt or the
police are needed in our communities. With-
out their presence in our daily lives we
would have so many worries. They deserve a
day of honor. They desire to be honored and
appreciated on First Responders’ Day.

Maddie Klaff, Seneca Ridge Middle School:

Believe it or not, in 2007, a total of 181 law
enforcement officers and 118 fire-fighters lost
their lives while on duty. Because these peo-
ple do their job, I can walk around feeling
safe and protected. These first responders
spend their time serving the public and are
only minutes away in times of crisis. Many
of them do this voluntarily and without pay.

I believe we should dedicate a holiday in
honor of those who spend their days looking
after us. Their lives are dedicated to pro-
tecting ours every day, so we should dedicate
one day to recognize them.

Kyle Brown, Simpson Middle School:

Though situations like car accidents and
medical emergencies bring grief and sorrow,
it is good to know that there are people who
are dedicated and trained to help. They are
known as first responders. These heroes are
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committed to helping others who need them
when they can’t fend for themselves. These
unselfish people know that their lives are
sometimes at risk, but they care about the
safety of others. I stand for everyone when I
say that these first responders deserve a day
on which their fellow Americans can show
them how much they appreciate their com-
mitment to helping others.

HONORING CAPTAIN JEANETTE
SAID-JINETE

HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor Captain
Jeanette Said-Jinete, the first woman to be
sworn in as a police officer and receive the
rank of Captain in the Town of Medley Police
Department.

Jeanette began her law enforcement career
at the age of 19 with the city of Homestead
Police Department. Years later, she joined the
town of Medley and in 1984, was sworn in as
the first female Medley Police Officer. In 1986
she became a detective and in 2002 was
awarded Officer of the Year for her success in
investigating and solving crimes. In 2004, Jea-
nette was assigned as the assistant to the
mayor and a liaison for the police department
and in June of last year, was promoted to cap-
tain, becoming the first female appointed to
this rank and second in command of the po-
lice department.

Jeanette is also a member of the Police
Honor Guard, the Miami Dade Association of
Chiefs of Police, the Florida Police Chiefs As-
sociation, and the International Association of
Chief of Police, and is a certified computer
voice stress analyzer and a certified code en-
forcement officer.

Aside from her personal achievements in
her career, Jeanette has been a driving force
for Medley, obtaining numerous grants for
public safety and homeland security equip-
ment, and making possible funding for the
town “Tot Lot”, basketball court, and the Riv-
erside Domino Park. She has also been in-
strumental in planning community events and
ensuring the Town’s participation and partner-
ship with other local entities.

As we celebrate Women’s History Month, |
ask you to join me in thanking captain Jea-
nette Said-Jinete for her commitment to mak-
ing the town of Medley a safe place to live,
work and play, and congratulating her for her
outstanding work ethic and personal achieve-
ments.

———

RECOGNIZING THE MIDLAND
SCHOOL D.A.R.E. GRADUATES

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, today the Rochelle Park Police De-
partment will hold its D.A.R.E. graduation
ceremony with the fifth graders of the Midland
School. The young people participating in this
important program have made a commitment
to say no to drugs, underage drinking, and




		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-11T14:15:06-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




