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Congress to pass this legislation to allow Vir-
ginia to move towards a path of energy
independence.

———

RECOGNIZING SEA SCOUT SHIP
7916

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Sea Scout Ship
7916, “Blue Heron,” of Occoquan, VA.

Sea Scout Ship 7916 is a young but very
active unit in the Boy Scouts of America Na-
tional Capital Area Council (NCAC). The Ship
hosts regular sailing ventures, service
projects, training courses, fundraisers and so-
cial activities.

Ship 7916 has excelled in obtaining a sig-
nificant number of awards in a short period, in-
cluding the NCAC’s “Wardroom Award” for
achievement only four months after being
formed. | would like to extend my personal
congratulations to the Sea Scouts who have
received awards in the past calendar year.

NCAC Commodore’s Award—Shay Sea-
borne, Skipper—For devotion and enthusiasm
given to Sea Scouting and assistance in the
furtherance of the Sea Scout program as the
initiator and driving force of the Save der
PeLiKan Campaign, which aims to raise
$20,000 needed to repair the regional training
vessel; NCAC Boatswain of the Year Award—
Rebecca Siegal, Boatswain—For outstanding
participation in Sea Scouting activities, for
conducting training, for enthusiasm, loyalty,
team spirit, and leadership given, for a positive
attitude, ability to live up to responsibilities,
and promoting Sea Scouting in the commu-
nity; Venturing Advisor Award of Merit—Shay
Seaborne, Skipper—For tenure, training, and
providing a quality program; NCAC Out-
standing Contribution—Karl and Stella Kent—
For their generous financial contribution to the
Save der PelLiKan fund. NCAC Outstanding
Contribution—Skipper's Mate Dr. Rosemary
Enright and Don Coulter—For their generous
financial contribution to the Save der PelLiKan
fund. Catherine A. Mullikan Sea Scout Volun-
teer of the Year—Rebecca Siegal, Boat-
swain—For significant service to the commu-
nity, both inside and outside of Sea Scouting.
Sea Scout of the Year Award—Rebecca
Siegal, Boatswain—For excellence in ad-
vancement, citizenship, leadership and sea-
manship skills.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Sea Scout Ship 7916 and
congratulating its highly decorated member-
ship. They are responsible community part-
ners and uphold the well-respected traditions
and principles of scouting.

———

CONGRATULATING GEORGIA’S
MOCK TRIAL TEAMS

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor two exceptional high
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school teams from my district. The Jonesboro
High School and Morrow High School Mock
Trial teams have had an unprecedented
record of success. Collectively, both teams
have surpassed expectations and are on their
way to another record breaking year for the
State of Georgia.

Jonesboro High School will compete for its
seventeenth State Bar of Georgia Champion-
ship. No other school in the State of Georgia’s
history has ever reached this level of con-
summation. In addition to this record breaking
endeavor, Jonesboro High School has already
accomplished two national championships.
This is a testament that hard work and dis-
cipline truly yield enormous results.

Morrow High School has also achieved
ground breaking success. Morrow High School
was the runner up in the State of Georgia re-
gion eight competition. The irony of this team’s
success is that Morrow High lost several team
members just days before the competition.
Nevertheless, this team expeditiously put to-
gether a new team which led to two of the
three replacements winning state awards.
While this team’s cohesive bond was tested,
their determination prevailed, which led them
to another notable year. In addition to this
year's success, it has been nine years since
any other school in Clayton County has be-
come the region champion.

With the help of the faculty advisors and
community mentors, these two teams have
displayed the passion and integrity that we, as
members of Congress, continuously encour-
age. These teams represent the very essence
of America as it has displayed its dedication,
passion, and integrity throughout the competi-
tion in the courtroom and throughout the com-
munity.

———————

HONORING MICHAELA MEYERHOFF
FOR WINNING THE LESSONS OF
THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN EXPE-
RIENCE WRITING CONTEST

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Michaela Meyerhoff as a
winner of the first annual “Lessons of the Afri-
can-American Experience” Creative Writing
Contest. Michaela is currently in the sixth
grade at Preston Plains Middle School, which
is located in Preston, Connecticut.

In celebration of Black History Month, |
sponsored a creative writing contest for all
third through eighth grade students within the
Second District. As we know, Black History
Month is a time to reflect on the struggles and
triumphs of our Nation’s past. The lessons
learned during this month continue to serve as
the stepping stones of our Nation’s future.
Michaela’s poem “What Black History Month
Means to Me!” eloquently embraces this be-
lief.

Michaela’s poem shows a remarkable en-
thusiasm for learning that is inspiring to all.
She identified the values that she learned dur-
ing Black History Month and creatively dis-
cussed how those values affect her life and
the lives of others. For this, her poem was
among the four winners selected.

E493

INTRODUCTION OF THE CENSUS
OVERSIGHT EFFICIENCY AND
MANAGEMENT REFORM ACT OF
2010

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, today |
am introducing legislation, with my colleagues,
Mr. DENT, Mr. TOWNS, and Mr. PASCRELL, and
with a companion bill being introduced in the
Senate by Senators CARPER and COBURN, that
would ensure that the Census Bureau has the
independence and transparency it needs to
carry out its essential, constitutionally-man-
dated function. This bill would ensure the Bu-
reau is focused on the ten-year process of
preparing for the Census despite the four-year
cycles of Presidential administrations.

This bill would mandate the Director at Cen-
sus report directly to the Secretary so there is
clear responsibility for supervision of the Cen-
sus and to submit his or her own opinion in
testimony to Congress even if it differs from
the administration. It would make the Director
of the Census Bureau a Presidential term ap-
pointment of five years, with the ten-year de-
cennial cycle split into two, five-year phases—
planning and operational, creating continuity
across administrations. And it would require
that the Director, when submitting the Bu-
reau’s budget request to the Secretary, also
share that request with Congress increasing
transparency and oversight.

The time to start worrying about the 2020
Census is now. Currently, the 2010 Census
seems to be on a path to success, but if we
are going to stop the repeated operational cri-
ses that have plagued each of the last four
censuses, we need to change how we admin-
ister the census. | am confident the bill we are
introducing today will move us toward that
goal. And | want to thank my colleagues for
joining me in starting the process for 2020
now.

LINKAGE IN THE MIDDLE EAST
HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to call my colleagues’ attention to a re-
cent blog post on the Jerusalem Post website,
written by Abraham Foxman, the National Di-
rector of the Anti-Defamation League, ADL.
Mr. Foxman challenges the idea that there is
“linkage” between the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict and other conflicts in the Middle East. It is
both unrealistic and dangerous to believe that
solving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict will
somehow solve our problems in Iran, Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, Lebanon and everywhere else in
the Middle East. Distinct conflicts require dis-
tinct solutions and lumping them all together
serves no one’s interests, least of all our own.
I highly recommend this excellent article.

[From the Jerusalem Post, Mar. 21, 2010]

A POINT OF VIEW: LINKAGE AND THE ISRAELI-
PALESTINIAN CONFLICT
(By Abraham Foxman)

No matter how many times it is proven to

have no validity, the theme of linking the
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