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A TRIBUTE TO YVETTE HERRERA

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 22, 2010

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Yvette Herrera of Burbank, California.
Each year in March, in recognition of Wom-
en’s History Month, we pay special tribute to
the accomplishments made by our nation’s
most distinguished women.

Yvette currently works in the non-profit sec-
tor as a planning director for United Way of
Greater Los Angeles. During her tenure at
United Way, she developed outreach to the
growing Asian Pacific Islander communities in
both the San Fernando and San Gabriel Val-
leys and raised funds coordinating United Way
workplace campaigns.

Yvette has served as board president of the
Burbank Community YMCA since 2008. Dur-
ing her term, the YMCA built and opened a
much needed parking lot and conducted its
most successful annual campaign, meeting
the challenge of raising $100,000 in donations
during difficult economic times. In 2009 she
co-chaired a first-time event for the Asian Pa-
cific Women’s Center, which exceeded its
fundraising goal, netting over $25,000 for vic-
tims of domestic violence.

In 1993, Yvette was honored at the White
House as National Big Sister of the Year for
her volunteer efforts to help develop multi-cul-
tural programming as well as fundraising for
Big Sisters of Los Angeles and modeling the
agency’s first Asian Big-Little Sister match.
Yvette mentored Jessica over the course of 16
years, beginning when her Little Sister was in
kindergarten and continuing through Jessica’s
graduation from Cal State Northridge in 2005.
No longer officially matched, they remain good
friends today.

Yvette actively supports her alma mater and
was recognized as the Scripps College Out-
standing Recent Alumna in 2000. She is a
graduate of the statewide leadership develop-
ment program for women, Leadership Cali-
fornia, and currently serves on their board of
directors. Her previous community service in-
cludes serving as president of the Asian Pa-
cific Women’s Network and co-chairing the
City of Los Angeles Asian Pacific Heritage
Month Celebration.

| ask all Members of Congress to join me
today in honoring a remarkable woman of
California’s 29th Congressional District, Yvette
Herrera. The entire community joins me in
thanking Yvette for the meaningful impact she
has had on the 29th Congressional District.

A TRIBUTE TO SOMSRI
SUWANNAPREECHA

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 22, 2010

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Somsri Suwannapreecha for
her contributions to the care of the Brooklyn
community.

Somsri  Suwannapreecha was born in
Chiangmai in northern Thailand. She grad-
uated high school valedictorian at a very
young age and beat out her school peers with
a top score for admittance to medical school.

After earning a medical degree from
Chiangmai Medical University (CMU) in 1969
at the age of 22, Somsri went on to train in a
pediatric residency program at CMU. While
there, Somsri did research for the lllinois
Project of Malnutrition and Vitamin A defi-
ciency, collecting blood and delivering medical
care and immunizations in rural Chiangmai.

After moving to Bangkok, Somsri became
the first senior resident of Institute of Derma-
tology. She helped found the dermatology clin-
ic and pediatric ward at Paolo Memorial Hos-
pital, the first and best private hospital in
Bangkok. Here Somsri met Dr. Siew
Ratanaprasatporn, the director of the otolaryn-
gology department and they were married.

In 1978, fearful of communism, the
Ratanaprasatporns immigrated to the United
States and settled in Staten Island, New York.
At Staten Island University, Somsri repeated
residency training in pediatrics to meet the re-
quirement for United States medical licensure.

After owning and operating several clinics
which broadened her clinical experience car-
ing for patients of any age and sickness, Dr.
Ratanaprasatporn opened a walk-in clinic, op-
erating six days a week, for the past 30 years
at 2108 Linden Boulevard. Her late husband
worked beside her as an otolaryngologist as
did many doctors of different specialties, in-
cluding dentistry. In spite of the loss of her
husband and the Federal economic recession
in 2007, Dr. Ratanaprasatporn still aspires to
keep the clinic up and running to continue
serving generations ahead.

Dr. Ratanaprasatporn has been involved in
Thai associations and served on a committee
of CMU alumni association to fundraise schol-
arships for exchange of CMU and Columbia
University. Some of the fundraising has gone
toward building a Thai temple on Long Island.

Dr. Ratanaprasatporn enjoys shopping, din-
ing and cooking and is known for her charm,
calm manner and friendly smile. She is also
blessed with four children, two sons and iden-
tical twin daughters. Eldest son Richard, 29, is
an attending physician at Downstate Medical
Center of Brooklyn and John, 25 holds a doc-
torate degree in Mathematics at Temple Uni-
versity, Philadelphia. Twin daughters, Linda
and Lisa, 21, are top students in Program in
Liberal Medical Education at Brown University,
Rhode Island. Dr. Ratanaprasatporn’s hope is

that her children will continue her legacy of
service to the East New York community in
years to come.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the service of Dr.
Somsri Suwannapreecha.

——

UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER BASIN
PROTECTION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. PHIL HARE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 18, 2010

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to urge
my colleagues to join me in supporting H.R.
3671, the Upper Mississippi River Basin Pro-
tection Act. This is an important piece of legis-
lation, which would provide us with a scientific
basis for the management of sediment and
nutrient loss in the Upper Mississippi River
Basin. | am proud to represent an area of llli-
nois which is bordered by the Mississippi
River and believe we must do more to protect
this important waterway.

Soil erosion and ecological changes being
made by nutrient displacement endanger the
long-term viability of the midwest's farming
community. The loss of sediments and nutri-
ents upstream endanger the wetland environ-
ments downstream. The sediments that flow
into the shipping channel of the Mississippi
River cost more than $150 million in dredging
annually. The Department of the Interior does
not have the resources or the scientific data to
work effectively at protecting the Mississippi
and this bill will change that.

This bill requires that the U.S. Geological
Survey and Department of Interior collect data
and study sediment loss and soil erosion. | be-
lieve this is a good first step towards solving
this problem. | also agree that the National
Research Council of the National Academy of
Sciences should conduct a comprehensive
water resources assessment so that we can
be sure that data obtained from both public
and private monitoring stations come from a
nonpartisan, unbiased source.

H.R. 3671 is beneficial to not just my con-
stituents, but the knowledge we gain from the
measuring and monitoring of sediment and nu-
trients could be used by several entities in-
cluding the Army Corps of Engineers, who
spend a significant amount of time dredging,
scientists and academic researchers, environ-
mentalists working to protect the biological in-
tegrity of areas in and around the Mississippi
River, businesses who conduct barge com-
merce, the agriculture industry which uses the
River's waterways on a daily basis, among
many others. It is clear that the best way for-
ward on addressing this issue is to enact a
long-term, coordinated, basin-wide monitoring
of the waterway. H.R. 3671 has my support
because it is one part of this strategy.

Mr. Speaker, | commend the gentleman
from Wisconsin, Representative KIND, for intro-
ducing this bill and being persistent in once
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