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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

TAX EXTENDERS ACT OF 2009

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
H.R. 4213, which the clerk the report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 4213), to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend certain expir-
ing provisions, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Baucus amendment No. 3336, in the nature
of a substitute.

Baucus (for Webb-Boxer) modified amend-
ment No. 3342 to (amendment No. 3336), to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
impose an excise tax on excessive 2009 bo-
nuses received from certain major recipients
of Federal emergency economic assistance,
to limit the deduction allowable for such bo-
nuses.

Feingold-Coburn amendment No. 3368 (to
amendment No. 3336), to provide for the re-
scission of unused transportation earmarks
and to establish a general reporting require-
ment for any unused earmarks.

McCain-Graham amendment No. 3427 (to
amendment No. 3336), to prohibit the use of
reconciliation to consider changes in Medi-
care.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader.

Mr. REID. I make a point of order, en
bloc, that the pending amendments
Nos. 3342, 3368, and 3427 are not ger-
mane postcloture.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. REID. The point of order is well
taken?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The amendments all propose new
subject matter. The amendments are
nongermane and the point of order is
well taken.

Mr. REID. The amendments fall; is
that right?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The amendments fall; that is
correct.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate can take an important step today
in alleviating the incredible strains
this continuing economic crisis is hav-
ing on thousands of families in my
State, and millions of families across
America. In approving the American
Workers, State, and Business Relief
Act of 2010, we can end what has been
an agonizing procession of will-we-or-
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won’t-we votes on extending unemploy-
ment benefits and COBRA insurance
subsidies for those who have lost their
jobs. And we can ensure that, by ex-
tending enhanced Federal payments to
State Medicaid programs, crucial
health coverage and other vital State
services are not cut.

Those who doubt the wisdom of ex-
tending unemployment and COBRA
benefits until the end of this year
should hear the phone calls and read
the letters that have come into my of-
fice over the past few weeks. As the
Congress has debated, and delayed, on
the question of whether to pass an-
other short-term extension, these
Americans, left jobless by a crisis not
of their own making, wondered if the
economic lifeline that keeps food on
their tables and shelter over their
heads would be severed. By approving
this legislation, we will ensure that
these families are not left in limbo by
delays in Congress. Giving them some
measure of certainty, at a time when
the economic crisis has turned so much
upside-down, is the right thing to do.
What’s more, continuing these benefits
is one of the most important steps we
can take to nurture the fragile recov-
ery of our economy. These payments
benefit not just families coping with
unemployment, but provide an imme-
diate stimulus to local economies that
have been devastated by the recession.

Likewise, the decision to extend en-
hanced Federal Medicaid assistance
percentages, or FMAP, funding to
States, boosts the entire economy
while helping those in the greatest
need. Michigan and other States have
made clear that without this exten-
sion, we would leave giant holes in
their budget. In the absence of en-
hanced funding, the steps the States
would have to take balance their budg-
ets could mean devastating cuts to
vital programs that serve the victims
of this crisis. Such cuts would also
dampen the recovery, removing a pillar
that has kept economic activity from
collapsing during the crisis. Extending
these payments gives States, and the
citizens they serve, much-needed cer-
tainty.

This legislation also would continue
tax provisions that can provide addi-
tional support to economic recovery
and job creation. In extending the re-
search and development tax credit and
other measures, we give our businesses
another tool they can use as they seek
to regain ground, begin growing again
and start putting people back to work.
I urge my colleagues to join me in vot-
ing for this important legislation.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today,
the Senate is passing the Satellite Tel-
evision Extension and Localism Act,
STELA. This legislation modernizes
and extends important provisions of
the Satellite Home Viewer Act, which
contains statutory copyright licenses
and Communications Act authoriza-
tions that allow for the retransmission
of broadcast television signals by sat-
ellite and cable providers.

March 10, 2010

Ensuring that Americans have access
to broadcast television content is im-
portant, and it is particularly relevant
for consumers in rural areas who might
not otherwise be able to receive these
signals over the air. The legislation
that the Senate is passing today will
ensure that nobody will be left in the
dark for the foreseeable future.

The Satellite Home Viewer Act pro-
vides cable and satellite companies
with statutory licenses to allow them
to retransmit the content of broadcast
television stations. It also contains im-
portant authorizations in the Commu-
nications Act that facilitate these re-
transmissions. Broadcast television
plays a critical role in cities and towns
across the country, and remains the
primary way in which consumers are
able to access local content such as
news, weather, and sports.

Cable and satellite providers help to
expand the footprint of broadcast sta-
tions by allowing them to reach view-
ers who are unable to receive signals
over the air. Vermont is an example of
how cable and satellite companies can
provide service to consumers in rural
areas who might not otherwise receive
these signals.

Vermonters will see improved service
when this legislation is enacted. As the
act has been reauthorized over the
years, I have worked to improve the
service that Vermonters receive from
cable and satellite companies. Resi-
dents in southern Vermont have seen
improvements. Windham and
Bennington Counties are not consid-
ered part of the Burlington television
market that encompasses the rest of
the State, and for many years those
residents were unable to receive
Vermont broadcast stations by sat-
ellite. Congress changed this in 2004,
and DirecTV has been providing these
Vermonters with access to Vermont
stations ever since.

I am also pleased that under this leg-
islation, DISH Network will be able to
provide their subscribers in southern
Vermont with the same service. As
soon as the DISH Network uses this au-
thority, virtually everyone in the
State will be able to access the news
and information that is truly impor-
tant to Vermonters, whether it is the
debate over relicensing the Vermont
Yankee nuclear power plant in Vernon
or the UVM basketball team’s quest to
make the NCAA Tournament.

One other important way that
STELA will preserve and improve ex-
isting service for consumers is by cor-
recting a flaw in the statutory copy-
right license for the cable industry. An
unintended result of current law is
that the cable license requires the
cable industry to pay copyright holders
for signals that many of their sub-
scribers do not actually receive. This is
often referred to as the phantom signal
problem. The effect of this anomaly in
the law is that Comcast is required to
pay copyright royalties based on their
subscriber base across the northeast
for the Canadian television content
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