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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable
KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND, a Senator from
the State of New York.

PRAYER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
prayer will be offered by Alan Keiran,
the Chaplain’s chief of staff.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

Most gracious God, the source of all
light and wisdom, give to our law-
makers renewed powers to honor You
in this national Chamber of delibera-
tion. Help them to find a clear path
through the tangled maze of these
challenging times. Give them a con-
suming passion not for their own way
but for Your holy will. Lord, empower
our Senators to meet the stupendous
dimensions of these epic days with
courage and faith. Give them receptive
minds to follow Your guidance each
step of the way. We pray in Your sa-
cred Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The bill clerk read as follows:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, January 21, 2010.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND,

Senate

a Senator from the State of New York, to
perform the duties of the Chair.
ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.
Mrs. GILLIBRAND thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The minority leader is recog-
nized.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I thank the majority leader for giving
me a chance to make my very brief
opening remarks, as I must leave the
building shortly.

————

SENATOR-ELECT SCOTT BROWN

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, the
Senate’s newest Member is coming
down from Massachusetts today. We
will have a chance to welcome Senator-
elect BROWN to the Capitol. Obviously,
we are delighted to have him.

Senator-elect BROWN has captured
the attention of the entire country, but
he has captured the attention of Mas-
sachusetts voters first. The people of
Massachusetts sent a very strong mes-
sage. They were looking for someone
who would help change the direction in
Washington. They put their hope in the
candidate whose views reflected the
kind of change they were looking for.

So we welcome Senator-elect BROWN
to the Senate, and we look forward to
working with him to bring about the
change that Americans are telling us
they want. We need to show them we
are listening.

————

NATIONAL SECURITY

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
yesterday, several members of the ad-
ministration’s national security team
testified before the Senate concerning
the attempted Christmas Day attack

by the Nigerian terrorist, Umar Fa-
rouk Abdulmutallab. This testimony
was troubling indeed and left some
wondering why the administration is
subjecting this terrorist to criminal
prosecution instead of gaining the val-
uable intelligence that is needed in our
war on al-Qaida.

Admiral Dennis Blair, the Director of
National Intelligence, stated quite
frankly that the Christmas Day bomb-
er should have been questioned by the
High Value Detainee Interrogation
Group. Blair went on to say that nei-
ther he nor other important intel-
ligence officials were even consulted on
the matter. This raises several trou-
bling questions: First, why were Mi-
randa rights given to the obvious ter-
rorist after only a brief session of ques-
tioning, which predictably ended his
cooperation?

Second, at what level of authority
was this decision taken to treat him as
a criminal defendant instead of an un-
lawful enemy combatant? Who made
that decision?

I asked this question last night of
John Brennan, the President’s senior
counterterrorism adviser, three times,
and he refused to answer. I think the
Senate is entitled to know precisely
who authorized this.

A year ago, the President decided to
revise the Nation’s interrogation poli-
cies and to restrict the CIA’s ability to
question terrorists. The administration
created a High Value Detainee Interro-
gation Group precisely for the purpose
of questioning terrorists. Why wasn’t
this group brought in once this ter-
rorist was taken into custody?

Americans are going to need to know
the answers to those questions.

I yield the floor.

————
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
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