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Americans are unfamiliar with, but it 
is one of the most important in the 
West Wing. The staff secretary is re-
sponsible for keeping the lines of com-
munication between the President and 
his senior staff open and organized. 
Nearly every memo destined for the 
President’s desk must first pass 
through the hands of the staff sec-
retary, who filters the most pressing 
items and ensures that the President’s 
decisions are conveyed to the appro-
priate staff member. Think about how 
complex that is. 

Lisa is a native of Connecticut, and 
she graduated magna cum laude from 
Princeton with a degree in political 
economy. She also holds a law degree 
with honors from the University of 
Chicago. 

After clerking for the late Judge 
John Godbold, on the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Eleventh Circuit in Ala-
bama, Lisa was a partner at the Wash-
ington law firm Shea & Gardner. While 
working in the private sector, she also 
engaged in pro bono work in the area of 
civil rights and disabilities law. During 
that time, Lisa gained valuable exper-
tise in these fields, which she would 
later put to use in her government 
service. 

In 1996, Lisa began working as an at-
torney adviser in the Justice Depart-
ment’s Office of Legal Counsel. After a 
year in that role, she was appointed 
deputy counsel to Vice President Gore, 
and in 1999 she was appointed as his 
counsel. At the same time, Lisa served 
on the executive board of the Presi-
dent’s Committee for Employment of 
People with Disabilities. She also 
worked on legislative issues with the 
Vice President’s Domestic Policy Of-
fice. 

After the Clinton administration 
ended, Lisa moved to the nonprofit sec-
tor, where she became executive direc-
tor of the American Constitution Soci-
ety for Law and Policy. When Presi-
dent Obama was elected, he asked her 
to return to government service as a 
key part of his White House team. 

Despite her busy schedule in one of 
America’s most stressful work environ-
ments, Lisa still finds time to raise a 6- 
year-old son with her husband Kevin. 
Juggling family responsibilities and a 
demanding workload is a challenge she 
shares with many other West Wing 
staffers. 

Lisa and other political appointees 
are a living reminder of the elective 
nature of our government. When the 
people decide to give control of the ex-
ecutive branch to the party in opposi-
tion, that party is always ready to call 
on a cadre of talented and dedicated 
citizens ready to shape policy. 

Many of them bring to their jobs the 
unique perspective of having worked 
for a previous administration, and they 
frequently leave higher paying jobs to 
return to government service. When 
they do so, they are not only signing 
on to serve the President. They also 
commit to long and stressful hours 
working on behalf of the American peo-

ple to whom the President and his West 
Wing staff are answerable. 

Mr. President, I hope my colleagues 
will join me in honoring the service of 
Lisa Brown and all those working and 
who have worked in the West Wing 
under Presidents Obama, Bush, Clin-
ton, and their predecessors. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I suggest 

the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I see the 
distinguished assistant Republican 
leader on the floor. I ask unanimous 
consent that all time remaining on ei-
ther side be yielded back. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, have the 
yeas and nays been requested on the 
nominee? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. They 
have not. 

Mr. LEAHY. I ask for the yeas and 
nays on the nominee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of 
Beverly Baldwin Martin, of Georgia, to 
be United States Circuit Judge for the 
Eleventh Circuit? 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Colorado (Mr. UDALL) is 
necessarily absent. 

Mr. KYL. The following Senators are 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Missouri (Mr. BOND) and the Senator 
from Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 97, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 1 Ex.] 

YEAS—97 

Akaka 
Alexander 
Barrasso 
Baucus 
Bayh 
Begich 
Bennet 
Bennett 
Bingaman 
Boxer 
Brown 
Brownback 
Bunning 
Burr 
Burris 
Byrd 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Coburn 
Cochran 

Collins 
Conrad 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Crapo 
DeMint 
Dodd 
Dorgan 
Durbin 
Ensign 
Enzi 
Feingold 
Feinstein 
Franken 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Gregg 
Hagan 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Hutchison 
Inhofe 

Inouye 
Isakson 
Johanns 
Johnson 
Kaufman 
Kerry 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 
Kohl 
Kyl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
LeMieux 
Levin 
Lieberman 
Lincoln 
Lugar 
McCain 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 

Mikulski 
Murkowski 
Murray 
Nelson (NE) 
Nelson (FL) 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Risch 
Rockefeller 

Sanders 
Schumer 
Sessions 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Snowe 
Specter 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 

Udall (NM) 
Vitter 
Voinovich 
Warner 
Webb 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—3 

Bond Roberts Udall (CO) 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s actions. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now return to legislative ses-
sion. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will 
stand in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:29 p.m., 
recessed until 2:16 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Acting 
President pro tempore. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from West Virginia 
is recognized. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning 
business until 3 p.m., with Senators 
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each, with the time equally divided be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. I suggest the 
absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I further ask 
that I may be permitted to speak for as 
much time as I consume. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S FIRST YEAR 
IN OFFICE 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, it was ex-
actly 1 year ago that Barack Obama 
was sworn in as President of the United 
States. He began by promising to 
launch a new era of responsibility, bi-
partisanship, and transparency at 
home and to improve America’s stand-
ing abroad. That message appealed to 
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