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right and wrong, and was unflinching in her
defense and support of those she loved.

Madam Speaker, with the passing of Mrs.
Thomas, Dallas has truly lost an honorable
and dedicated citizen, and | ask my fellow col-
leagues to join me today in celebrating her
long and accomplished life.

EDUCATOR HALL OF FAME

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, teach-
ers spend endless hours with our children pre-
paring them for their future. These teachers
are a role model for our children and continue
to shape them each and every day.

Lamar University honored four area edu-
cators on November 5, 2009 to be inducted
into the Educator Hall of Fame—Joe Chenella,
Ms. Sally House, Dr. Ron Sims, and Ms. Patty
Sanderson.

Mr. Chenella started his career at Bridge
City High School as a math teacher. After
working his way through the system, Mr.
Chenella now serves as the Bridge City I1ISD
Assistant Superintendent. He is proud to see
his students involved in the community and
the leadership roles they have chosen.

Ms. House has taught students in Beau-
mont, Nederland, Lubbock, and Midland. She
has been recognized for her outstanding work
and continues her love for teaching by advis-
ing our future teachers at Lamar University.

Dr. Sims has a passion for teaching and
working with students. He has taught, served
as assistant principal, and principal at local
schools. He is now serving as Superintendent
of Lumberton ISD.

Ms. Sanderson has taught at Langham Ele-
mentary in Nederland for the past 14 years.
She shows her love of teaching by encour-
aging her students and being a positive influ-
ence.

On behalf of the Second District of Texas,
| would like to congratulate these educators on
their dedication and love for teaching. They
truly inspire others and have made a dif-
ference in many students’ lives.

———
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the Twentieth An-
nual Martin Luther King Youth Oratorical Con-
test hosted by the Prince Wiliam Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
and its Education Foundation.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. left an indelible
mark on the way Americans engage in civil
dialogue. Despite the violence perpetrated
against the Civil Rights Movement, Dr. King
responded with oratory and nonviolent resist-
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ance to condemn the injustice of social in-
equality. His legacy is one of tolerance and
steadfast commitment to principled and peace-
ful communication.

The MLK Youth Oratorical contestants pay
tribute to Dr. King’s legacy with their ability to
exercise the strength of the spoken word. This
is a skill inseparable from their character and
will serve them well as they tackle leadership
opportunities and build personal relationships.

| congratulate and applaud the following
contestants in the Twentieth Annual Martin Lu-
ther King Youth Oratorical Contest:

Middle School Contestants:

Makaila Davenport—Stonewall
School

Autumn Moore—Rippon Middle School

David Rivera-Kohr—Saunders Middle
School

High School Contestants:

Lauren Coleman—Potomac High School

Alice Gyamfi—C.D. Hylton High School

Seth Opoku-Yeboah—Osbourn Park High
School

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in commending the Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. for recognizing the benefit that
Dr. King's teachings bring to the development
of our youth. We lay the foundations of a more
tolerant society when we nurture the ability to
engage and communicate with one another in
a way that respects our common humanity.

————

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE’S
MEN’S VOLLEYBALL TEAM
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Mr. CAMPBELL. Madam Speaker, | would
like to congratulate the University of California,
Irvine’s men’s volleyball team for winning the
2009 National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) Division | Men’s Volleyball National
Championship. The NCAA Championship title
is UC Irvine’s second title in three years,
which makes them one of five programs to
have won more than one NCAA men’s
volleyball Championship title.

The Anteaters, who were ranked in the Na-
tion’s top 10 for 75 consecutive weeks, includ-
ing No. 1 for 21 of those weeks, achieved
many historic accomplishments during the
2008-2009 season. They finished the year
27-5 overall. Ryan Ammerman was named
the tournament’s most outstanding player with
12 blocks, six kills, and 55 assists in the
championship match. Taylor “Bones” Wilson
led the Anteaters with 21 kills followed by Car-
son Clark with 15 kills. In addition,
Ammerman, Wilson, and Clark were all named
to the NCAA All-Tournament team.

UC Irvine men’s volleyball team had four
players selected to the American Volleyball
Coaches Association (AVCA) All-America
Team. Senior setter Ryan Ammerman gar-
nered first-team honors on the AVCA All-
America Team. Jordan DuFault, Kevin Wynne,
and Carson Clark earned second-team acco-
lades on the AVCA All-America Team. The
senior class of Ryan Ammerman, Brent
Asuka, Nick Spittle, Jon Steller, and Taylor
Wilson has become the most successful grad-
uating class in school history, with a 101-30
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record in their four years winning two NCAA
Championship titles.

Furthermore, senior All-American Jon Steller
was named UC Irvine’s Lauds & Laurels Out-
standing Athlete. Sophomore outside hitter
Jordan DuFault earned second team All-Amer-
ican honors and was ranked nationally in four
categories, including kills, digs, hitting percent-
age, and blocks. The Anteaters captured the
Mountain Pacific Sports Federation (MPSF)
regular season title with a 19-3 record. Also,
freshman Carson Clark was selected as the
MPSF Freshman of the Year as well as a first-
team All-MPSF honoree.

Congratulations to head coach, John
Speraw, and the men’s volleyball team of the
University of California, Irvine, for winning the
2009 NCAA Division | Men’s Volleyball Na-
tional Championship. | am proud to recognize
the achievements of the players, coaches, stu-
dents, alumni, and staff who were instrumental
in helping the University of California, Irvine
win the national title.

It is an honor to recognize UC Irvine, under
the leadership of Chancellor Michael V. Drake,
M.D., as it continues to establish itself as a
world-class research university, and as one of
the top universities in the Nation.

—————

IN MEMORY OF MRS. MARY
YOUNG-CUMMINGS, TRAIL-
BLAZER AND FIGHTER FOR ECO-
NOMIC AND SOCIAL JUSTICE
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Tuesday, January 19, 2010

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life of my friend and
former colleague, Mrs. Mary Young-
Cummings, who passed away at the age of 66
on January 16, 2010. Mary was a woman of
conviction and compassion who set an exam-
ple for others through all the things she ac-
complished in her life.

Mary Young-Cummings was born in Fitz-
gerald, Georgia, on March 1, 1943, the 13th of
16 children. She was a proud product of the
Ben Hill County School System, graduating
from Monitor High School. At Savannah State
College (now University), she served as presi-
dent of the Honor Society and graduated in
1964 with a double major in mathematics and
physics. She earned a law degree from How-
ard University in 1967 and then practiced with
the NAACP Legal Defense Fund in New York.

Mary was a spirited and staunch advocate
for social and economic justice. She founded
the Savannah State College (now University)
Chapter of the NAACP and participated in civil
rights campaigns in Georgia, Mississippi, Ala-
bama, and Florida. She also participated in
the historic March on Washington on August
28, 1963.

Mary was also a trailblazer, forerunner and
visionary. She was the first African-American
female attorney in Albany, Georgia, and
served under the tutelage of legendary civil
rights attorney C.B. King. Mary brought a suc-
cessful lawsuit against the city of Albany to
end unfair election practices so that African-
Americans could be elected to posts through-
out the city. This action paved the way for her
to be elected the first African-American
woman commissioner in the history of Albany.
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