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government-approved health insurance, 
whether they can afford it or not. 

The government decides what a per-
son can and cannot afford. Employers 
and employees who don’t buy the gov-
ernment-approved insurance then have 
to pay this fine. This is a criminal pen-
alty on citizens. 

There is also a new tax hike on flexi-
ble spending accounts and health sav-
ings accounts. Right now people can 
put as much pretax money as they 
want into one of these accounts to help 
pay for insurance. These accounts will 
get a $1.3 billion new tax. The new gov-
ernment-run health care bill won’t let 
anyone buy over-the-counter drugs out 
of these accounts. All of the medicines 
that have been made easier to buy 
without a prescription are now going 
to be taxed. Now why, Madam Speaker, 
would the government discourage peo-
ple from taking care of themselves and 
having these health savings accounts? 

The new health care bill also makes 
other legal tax deductions now illegal. 
This new tax is called the economic 
substance doctrine. Under this new 
health care bill, the IRS would be able 
to decide what a person was thinking 
when they bought something and they 
deducted it from their income tax as a 
business expense. 

What that means is my friend 
Sammy Mahan in Baytown, Texas, 
buys a new wrecker truck for his tow 
truck business, and he writes it off on 
his income tax as a business expense. 
The IRS would be able to decide what 
he was really thinking when he bought 
that wrecker truck. If the IRS decides 
he bought that new wrecker just to go 
fishing in it, they won’t allow the tax 
write-off. And the IRS decides what he 
was thinking, not what he says. In fact, 
the IRS is presumed to know what he 
was thinking when he lawfully wrote 
off that truck as a business expense. 
These thought police may not approve 
his lawful tax deduction. This new rule 
not only penalizes Sammy for his 
thoughts, it penalizes him for what the 
government thinks his thoughts were; 
what Sammy was really thinking when 
he bought that wrecker truck anyway 
and claimed that lawful tax. 

Having tax thought police is strange 
enough, but what this is doing in a 
health care bill in the first place 
makes no sense. This ought to be in a 
separate piece of legislation to begin 
with. Do the taxacrats really think 
people will go out and have a heart 
valve replacement just to write it off 
their income tax? 

But there’s also more. There is a new 
tax on medical devices, a 2.5 percent 
tax on things like pacemakers and 
wheelchairs and hip replacement de-
vices and new heart valves, lawful tax 
deductions for medical expenses that 
will be outlawed under this bill. So the 
tax thought police could not only deny 
a tax deduction for that heart valve re-
placement, but they could turn around 
and tax that new heart valve as well. 

Madam Speaker, people are hurting 
out there in their pocketbooks and we 

can’t afford a government-run health 
insurance policy at this time because it 
costs too much. The people can’t afford 
all these new taxes and seniors can’t 
afford to have a half trillion dollars cut 
out of their Medicare. 

This government takeover of health 
care is just in time for Thanksgiving. 
Hopefully the American people won’t 
be the turkey served up on the plate of 
government-run health care reform. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. TOWNS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. TOWNS addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

LET’S HELP THE AFGHAN PEOPLE 
TO REJECT VIOLENT EXTREMISM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, the 
last 8 years has taught us a very hard 
lesson. There is no military solution to 
Afghanistan. Escalating the war by 
sending in tens of thousands more 
troops will not defeat violent extre-
mism in that country. 

That’s why I have urged President 
Obama to change the mission in Af-
ghanistan. We must abandon the mili-
tary-only strategy that has failed us 
and that we must begin to emphasize 
humanitarian aid, economic develop-
ment, reconstruction, better health 
care and education. These are the tools 
that the Afghan people need to improve 
their lives and to reject extremism. 

Nicholas Kristof of the New York 
Times wrote a column last week enti-
tled, ‘‘More Schools, Not Troops.’’ His 
article makes the case for changing our 
mission very well. In his column, 
Kristof writes that investments in edu-
cation, health and agriculture ‘‘have a 
better record at stabilizing societies 
than military solutions, which have a 
pretty dismal record.’’ 

Education is especially important, he 
says. He argues that ‘‘schools are not a 
quick fix, but we have abundant evi-
dence that they can, over time, trans-
form countries.’’ 

He gave Pakistan and Bangladesh as 
examples of that. The United States 
has spent $15 billion in Pakistan, 
Madam Speaker, since 9/11, mostly on 
military support. Yet Pakistan is more 
unstable than ever and al Qaeda has 
found a home there. 

Meanwhile, Bangladesh, once a part 
of Pakistan, has made major invest-
ments in education, especially for 
girls. This has spurred economic 
growth, which has helped keep al 
Qaeda out of that country. 

Kristof also writes that ‘‘when I trav-
el in Pakistan, I see evidence that one 
group, the extremists, believes in the 
transformative power of education. 

They provide free schooling and often 
free meals for students. They offer 
scholarships for the best pupils. What I 
don’t see is similar numbers of Amer-
ican-backed schools. It breaks my 
heart that we don’t invest in schools as 
much as medieval, misogynist extrem-
ists.’’ 

He then goes on to say that ‘‘for 
roughly the same cost as stationing 
40,000 troops in Afghanistan for 1 year, 
we could educate the great majority of 
the 75 million children worldwide who 
are not getting even a primary edu-
cation. Such a vast global education 
campaign would reduce poverty, cut 
birth rates, improve America’s image 
in the world, promote stability and 
chip away at extremism.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I hope that Presi-
dent Obama will keep this in mind as 
he reviews his options on Afghanistan 
and makes his decisions in the coming 
weeks. America simply cannot afford 
to rely on our military power alone, be-
cause that strategy plays right into 
the hands of the extremists. Our heavy 
military footprint is feeding the insur-
gency in Afghanistan, not weakening 
it. 

By changing the mission to empha-
size education and the other tools that 
can give the Afghan people a real stake 
in peace, we can stop violent extre-
mism in its tracks. And we can keep 
our troops safer and build a more 
peaceful world for our children and our 
grandchildren. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

HEALTH CARE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. 
Madam Speaker, the Democrat health 
bill is not about lowering costs or mak-
ing health care more affordable, it’s 
about government control and higher 
spending. It’s about a government 
takeover of our health care system. It 
follows that it’s about the Federal Gov-
ernment deciding how, where and when 
you get your health care. 

At its most basic, the bill creates a 
government-run health insurance sys-
tem that will end private health insur-
ance options and, in doing so, will force 
Americans to purchase coverage only 
from a government-controlled pro-
gram. The Federal Government would 
therefore decide which health care 
plans are acceptable. A Federal com-
missioner would decide which health 
care benefits are offered and how much 
is to be charged for those benefits. The 
proposed Medicare cuts would elimi-
nate options for seniors and place re-
cipients under a Medicare without 
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