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paragraph (1)(C) that would otherwise apply
for each of 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014, the
update to the single conversion factor shall
be 0.5 percent.

‘“(B) NO EFFECT ON COMPUTATION OF CON-
VERSION FACTOR FOR 2015 AND SUBSEQUENT
YEARS.—The conversion factor under this
subsection shall be computed under para-
graph (1)(A) for 2015 and subsequent years as
if subparagraph (A) had never applied.”.

SEC. 3. REDUCTION IN TARP FUNDS TO OFFSET
THE COSTS OF THE PAYMENT UP-
DATE FOR MEDICARE PHYSICIANS’
SERVICES.

Paragraph (3) of section 115(a) of the Emer-
gency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (12
U.S.C. 5225) is amended by striking
‘$1,259,000,000’’ and inserting
°$179,259,000,000°".

SA 2697. Mr. LEAHY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1776, to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide for the update under the Medi-
care physician fee schedule for years
beginning with 2010 and to sunset the
application of the sustainable growth
rate formula, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. HEALTH INSURANCE INDUSTRY ANTI-
TRUST ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 2009.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be

cited as the ‘Health Insurance Industry

Antitrust Enforcement Act of 2009”".

(b) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this sec-
tion to ensure that health insurance issuers
and medical malpractice insurance issuers
cannot engage in price fixing, bid rigging, or
market allocations to the detriment of com-
petition and consumers.

(c) PROHIBITION OF ANTI-COMPETITIVE AcC-
TIVITIES.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, nothing in the Act of March 9,
1945 (15 U.S.C. 1011 et seq., commonly known
as the ‘‘McCarran-Ferguson Act’’), shall be
construed to permit health insurance issuers
(as defined in section 2791 of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300gg-91) or
issuers of medical malpractice insurance to
engage in any form of price fixing, bid rig-
ging, or market allocations in connection
with the conduct of the business of providing
health insurance coverage (as defined in such
section) or coverage for medical malpractice
claims or actions.

(d) APPLICATION TO ACTIVITIES OF STATE
COMMISSIONS OF INSURANCE AND OTHER STATE
INSURANCE REGULATORY BODIES.—Nothing in
this section shall apply to the information
gathering and rate setting activities of any
State commission of insurance, or any other
State regulatory entity with authority to
set insurance rates.

————

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources. The hearing
will be held on Wednesday, October 28,
2009, at 10:00 a.m., in room SD-366 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the role of natural
gas in mitigating climate change.
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Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record may do so by
sending it to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, United States
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510-6150, or
by e-mail to Rose-
marie Calabro@energy.senate.gov

For further information, please con-
tact Kevin Rennert at (202) 224-7826, or
Deborah Estes at (202) 224-5360 or Rose-
marie Calabro at (202) 224-5039.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on October 21,
at 9:45 a.m., in room SD-366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on Oc-
tober 21, 2009, at 10 a.m. in SD-430.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on October 21, 2009, at 9:30 a.m. to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘“HIN1 Flu:
Monitoring the Nation’s Response.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on October 21, 2009, at 2 p.m., in
room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘“Nominations.”’
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on October 21, 2009. The Com-
mittee will meet in room 418 of the
Russell Senate Office Building begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND SPACE
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Science and Space of the
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Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on Oc-
tober 21, 2009, at 2:30 p.m. in room 253 of
the Russell Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Kyle Sheahen
and Spencer Baldwin, legal interns on
my Judiciary Committee staff, be
granted the privilege of the floor for
the remainder of this session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

RELATIVE TO THE DEATH OF
CLIFFORD PETER HANSEN,
FORMER UNITED STATES SEN-
ATOR FOR THE STATE OF WYO-
MING

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, it is with a
great deal of sadness that Senator
BARRASSO and Representative LUMMIS
and I inform our colleagues that we
have lost one of our good friends and a
former Member of this body, Clifford P.
Hansen.

Cliff Hansen passed away on Tuesday
night at the age of 97. His was, in every
sense, a truly remarkable life. He was a
man to match his mountains. He came
from the shadow of the Tetons. If you
have ever been there, you know that
when God made the Alps he had a cou-
ple left over and he took the biggest
ones and he put them in Wyoming, and
that is where Jackson Hole is.

Times such as these always draw me
to the words of the Bible which remind
us that ‘“‘to everything there is a sea-
son, a time for every purpose under
heaven.” So it is with all of us. Each
role we play, each task we are called to
perform is another time for us, another
season in our lives.

As has often been said, Cliff Hansen
was Wyoming through and through, a
favorite son of the West who knew and
understood our western way of life bet-
ter than anyone else. He knew it be-
cause he lived it and he lived it each
and every day.

Cliff Hansen lived most of his life in
the Jackson Hole area—all of his life,
except the time he was providing pub-
lic service. He was born at the base of
the Tetons and he lived a life in which
he stood as tall and as proud in his sup-
port of Wyoming as those magnificent
mountains. His parents were home-
steaders and from them he learned the
importance of working hard for what
you believe in and always giving it
your best. It was a philosophy that
suited him well. A lot of people don’t
know that as a child he was a stut-
terer, but he had a phenomenal teacher
who worked with him, put rocks in his
mouth. He attributed his success at
oratory to her help through those
years.

A rancher by profession, Cliff spent
the early part of his life working the
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