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acts of violence. We need to make sure 
law enforcement has the tools it needs 
to protect families. That is why in the 
Economic Recovery Act, we included 
$225 million for Violence Against 
Women Programs and $100 million for 
programs that are part of the Victims 
of Crime Act. We also provided critical 
funding for law enforcement to keep 
cops on the street and support law en-
forcement programs and services 
through the Byrne Grant Program. 

There is so much at stake, and there 
is so much each of us can still do to 
make a difference. We have to remem-
ber that any act of domestic violence 
hurts not only the individual victim, it 
hurts their family and hurts our com-
munity at large. 

I will always remember a case we 
prosecuted when I was county attorney 
that brought home that point to me. It 
was a very sad case. The victim was a 
Russian immigrant. She was very iso-
lated from the community, didn’t have 
many friends, a victim of domestic vio-
lence, they later learned, over the 
years. Her husband murdered her one 
day. They had a little 4-year-old girl. I 
don’t want to get into the gory details 
of what happened with her body, but he 
basically sickly brought her body to 
another State with the 4-year-old girl 
in the back seat. He later confessed to 
the crime, and there was a little serv-
ice. I say ‘‘little’’ because the only peo-
ple at the funeral service were her par-
ents, who were from Russia, and her 
identical twin sister, the victim’s iden-
tical twin sister. I was there, and the 
victim witness advocate was there. 
That was it. The little 4-year-old girl, I 
was told, had been at the airport when 
the plane came in from Russia to meet 
for the first time her grandmother and 
her now deceased mother’s identical 
twin sister. 

When they got off the plane and came 
into the airport, this little girl ran 
across the airport and hugged that 
identical twin sister and said: Mommy, 
mommy, mommy. She thought it was 
her mother who had come back. 

That moment and that story always 
remind me that when we are talking 
about domestic violence, it is not just 
one victim. It is the children and it is 
our entire community. That is why it 
is so important we recognize Domestic 
Violence Month as well as reauthorize 
the Violence Against Women Act. 

I thank Senators LEAHY, KOHL, FEIN-
GOLD, GILLIBRAND, CRAPO, COLLINS, 
SPECTER, LANDRIEU, STABENOW, KAUF-
MAN, DURBIN, BROWN, and Senator 
BURRIS, the Presiding Officer, for being 
cosponsors. I invite all other colleagues 
to join us. 

I am proud to come from a State that 
has long been a leader in a nationwide 
effort to end domestic violence. We 
opened one of the first shelters in the 
country in 1974, and we started one of 
the first programs aimed at addressing 
batterers in the early 1980s. The city of 
Duluth, MN, was the first city to man-
date that its police officers make ar-
rests in domestic abuse cases. The city 

of Duluth in northern Minnesota recog-
nized before the rest of the country 
that violence is violence, whether it is 
perpetrated by someone you love or a 
stranger on the street. 

We can never stop working on behalf 
of women, children, and families every-
where to end domestic violence. 

I ask unanimous consent to add Sen-
ator BURRIS as a cosponsor of the reso-
lution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 318—SUP-
PORTING ‘‘LIGHTS ON AFTER-
SCHOOL’’, A NATIONAL CELEBRA-
TION OF AFTERSCHOOL PRO-
GRAMS 

Mr. DODD (for himself, Mr. ENSIGN, 
Mr. AKAKA, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BEGICH, 
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. LAU-
TENBERG, Mr. LEVIN, Mrs. LINCOLN, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, 
Mr. SANDERS, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. SPECTER) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 318 

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs 
provide safe, challenging, engaging, and fun 
learning experiences that help children and 
youth develop their social, emotional, phys-
ical, cultural, and academic skills; 

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs 
support working families by ensuring that 
the children in such families are safe and 
productive after the regular school day ends; 

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs 
build stronger communities by involving the 
Nation’s students, parents, business leaders, 
and adult volunteers in the lives of the Na-
tion’s youth, thereby promoting positive re-
lationships among children, youth, families, 
and adults; 

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs 
engage families, schools, and diverse commu-
nity partners in advancing the well-being of 
the Nation’s children; 

Whereas ‘‘Lights On Afterschool’’, a na-
tional celebration of afterschool programs 
held on October 22, 2009, highlights the crit-
ical importance of high-quality afterschool 
programs in the lives of children, their fami-
lies, and their communities; 

Whereas more than 28,000,000 children in 
the United States have parents who work 
outside the home and 15,100,000 children in 
the United States have no place to go after 
school; and 

Whereas many afterschool programs across 
the United States are struggling to keep 
their doors open and their lights on: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate supports the 
goals and ideals of ‘‘Lights On Afterschool’’, 
a national celebration of afterschool pro-
grams. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 319—COM-
MEMORATING 40 YEARS OF MEM-
BERSHIP BY WOMEN IN THE NA-
TIONAL FFA ORGANIZATION AND 
CELEBRATING THE ACHIEVE-
MENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
FEMALE MEMBERS OF THE NA-
TIONAL FFA ORGANIZATION 

Mr. JOHANNS (for himself, Mrs. LIN-
COLN, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. 

ROBERTS, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. ISAKSON, 
Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. KOHL, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. PRYOR, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. LEAHY, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. BENNET, 
and Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 319 

Whereas the National FFA Organization is 
a premier student leadership organization 
with more than 507,000 members in all 50 
States, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands; 

Whereas the mission of the National FFA 
Organization is to make a positive difference 
in the lives of students by developing their 
potential for leadership, personal growth, 
and career success through agricultural edu-
cation; 

Whereas women were first admitted as 
members of the National FFA Organization 
in 1969 at the 42nd Annual National FFA 
Convention; 

Whereas, by 2009, 41 percent of all members 
of the National FFA Organization were 
women, and more than 50 percent of leader-
ship positions in the National FFA Organiza-
tion were held by women; and 

Whereas female members have made posi-
tive contributions to the goals of the Na-
tional FFA Organization, including pro-
ficient agricultural leadership and advocacy, 
community citizenship, volunteerism, and 
cooperation: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate congratulates 
the National FFA Organization for 40 years 
of membership by women and celebrates the 
achievements and contributions of female 
members of the National FFA Organization. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2696. Mrs. LINCOLN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill S. 1776, to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide for the 
update under the Medicare physician fee 
schedule for years beginning with 2010 and to 
sunset the application of the sustainable 
growth rate formula, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2697. Mr. LEAHY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 1776, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 2696. Mrs. LINCOLN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 1776, to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide for the update under the Medi-
care physician fee schedule for years 
beginning with 2010 and to sunset the 
application of the sustainable growth 
rate formula, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Medicare 
Physician Fairness Act of 2009’’. 
SEC. 2. MEDICARE PHYSICIAN FEE SCHEDULE 

UPDATE FOR 2010 THROUGH 2014. 
Section 1848(d) of the Social Security Act 

(42 U.S.C. 1395w–4(d)) is amended by adding 
at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(10) UPDATE FOR 2010 THROUGH 2014.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs 

(7)(B), (8)(B), and (9)(B), in lieu of the update 
to the single conversion factor established in 
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