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policies that will prevent future mis-
deeds. That isn’t a new idea, it is a 
very old idea. It is the American sys-
tem of justice. So let’s let the Govern-
ment Accountability Office get to the 
bottom of this. Let’s make sure we 
have done our due diligence; have a 
thorough, complete, honest and accu-
rate, fair investigation before we pass 
laws that turn us into judges and ju-
ries. 

The report I am calling for will pro-
vide us with the guidance we need. 
Let’s follow the facts. Let’s not follow 
our passions. It is a clear call for ac-
countability from the Government Ac-
countability Office when it comes to 
this organization of ACORN. I urge my 
colleagues to support it. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I submit 

pursuant to Senate rules a report, and 
I ask unanimous consent that it be 
printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
DISCLOSURE OF CONGRESSIONALLY DIRECTED 

SPENDING ITEMS 
I certify that the information required by 

rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate related to congressionally directed 
spending items has been identified in the 
committee report which accompanies H.R. 
2847 and that the required information has 
been available on a publicly accessible con-
gressional website at least 48 hours before a 
vote on the pending bill. 

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I wish to 
speak on an amendment I have filed 
with my colleague from Alaska, Sen-
ator MURKOWSKI. 

This amendment will repeal a provi-
sion contained in the Commerce, Jus-
tice, and Science Appropriations bill 
each year since 2004, which has pre-
vented tribes in certain areas of Alas-
ka—and only in Alaska—from receiv-
ing any Federal funds to support their 
programs. This rider was added several 
years ago as part of a dispute over trib-
al sovereignty, but I join with Senator 
MURKOWSKI to say to our colleagues 
that whatever the merits of the past 
dispute, this provision is having real 
and adverse impacts on the administra-
tion of justice in Alaska. 

Perhaps no place is seeing the nega-
tive impacts of this policy quite as 
acutely as Sitka, AK. This provision is 
currently harming the efforts of the 
Sitka Tribe of Alaska to work with the 
judicial system of the State of Alaska, 
and everyone in that part of the 
State—Alaska Native or not—is paying 
the price. 

The Sitka Tribe has been working 
with the State of Alaska’s court sys-
tem to create a collaborative effort to 
battle substance abuse in their commu-
nity. Tribal leaders and local court of-
ficials created the Tribal Youth Diver-
sion Effort, TYDE, which currently 
takes on the nonviolent drug posses-
sion cases of both native and non-na-
tive minors, rather than forcing local 
youth to go through the State court 
system. This program has reduced the 
caseload of the both the State courts 

and city attorney. Perhaps even more 
importantly, the TYDE program pro-
vides the youth with a comprehensive 
program to deal with substance abuse. 
It is a successful program, and both 
tribal leaders and local criminal jus-
tice officials would like the oppor-
tunity for the Sitka Tribe to receive 
Federal funds to support and expand 
their important work. 

Currently, because of this 2004 rider, 
the Sitka Tribe cannot receive any De-
partment of Justice funding for their 
programs. I believe we should do more 
to support local programs such as the 
TYDE in their efforts to prevent alco-
hol and drug abuse. This is a problem 
for American youth wherever they live, 
but it is an especially devastating cir-
cumstance for Alaska Natives. Tribal 
governments in the lower 48 do not face 
similar restrictions, and along with my 
colleague Senator MURKOWSKI, I re-
spectfully request that my colleagues 
support this important amendment. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING SENATOR TED M. 
KENNEDY 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today we 
remember our colleague and our friend 
Senator Ted Kennedy. There are few 
people alive today whose lives have not 
been impacted by the work of Senator 
Kennedy. 

A brilliant legislator, Senator Ken-
nedy championed bipartisanship and 
compromise to leave behind an incom-
parable record. In his 45 plus years in 
the U.S. Senate, he authored over 2,500 
bills and several hundred became law. 
Today, people with disabilities cannot 
be discriminated against in the work-
place because of Senator Kennedy. 
Women must be paid the same as men 
for the same work because of Senator 
Kennedy. And low-income children 
have access to health care because of 
Senator Kennedy. 

Like his brothers before him, Senator 
Kennedy challenged young people 
across America and around the world 
to devote their lives to something more 
than just themselves and lead by exam-
ple. Whether it was championing civil 
rights legislation in the 1960s, con-
demning apartheid in South Africa be-
fore it became politically popular to do 
so, promoting the need for early child-
hood education or advocating for 
health care, Senator Kennedy led the 
charge. 

Senator Hubert Humphrey once said 
that the moral test of government is 
how it treats those in the dawn of life, 
our children, those in the twilight of 
life, our older citizens, and those in the 
shadows of life, people with disabil-

ities, the homeless, the dispossessed. 
Senator Kennedy took up the causes of 
these Americans as his own. The poor, 
the powerless and the forgotten lost an 
ever-faithful protector and their tire-
less advocate. 

On a personal note, I recall in early 
2007, during my first weeks in the Sen-
ate, Senator Kennedy gave me and 
other freshman Senators floor time to 
speak about increasing the minimum 
wage. In early 2009, when I was named 
to the HELP Committee, Senator Ken-
nedy called to welcome me to the com-
mittee and invited me to hold field 
hearings in Pennsylvania on issues like 
health care and education. I will never 
forget his courtesy and the respect he 
showed to fellow Senators. 

In closing, I am reminded of the 
words Senator Kennedy spoke about 
Mike Mansfield when the majority 
leader retired: 

No one in this body personifies more near-
ly than Mike Mansfield the ideal of the Sen-
ate. Wisdom, integrity, compassion, fairness, 
humanity—these virtues are his daily life. 
He inspired all of us, Democrat and Repub-
lican, by his unequalled example. He could 
stretch this institution beyond its ordinary 
ability, as easily as he could shame it for 
failing to meet its responsibility. 

The same can be said about Senator 
Kennedy. We will miss him in this 
Chamber, but we will never forget the 
lessons he taught us or the legacy he 
leaves behind. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SPECIALIST PAUL E. ANDERSEN 

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise 
today with a heavy heart to honor the 
life of SPC Paul E. Andersen from 
South Bend, IN. Paul was 49 years old 
when he lost his life on October 1, 2009, 
due to injuries sustained from indirect 
fire in Baghdad, Iraq. He was a member 
of the 855th Quartermaster Company, 
U.S. Army Reserve, South Bend. 

Today, I join Paul’s family and 
friends in mourning his death. He will 
forever be remembered as a loving hus-
band, father, and friend to many. Paul 
is survived by his wife Linda, children, 
grandchildren, and extended family. 

Paul joined the Army in 1984. In No-
vember of 2008, he began his second 
tour in Iraq. Paul was a Michiana na-
tive who grew up in Elkhart and grad-
uated from Buchanan High School in 
1979. For the past 8 years he was living 
and working in South Bend. He loved 
his wife Linda deeply and returned 
home on leave this past August to cele-
brate their fifth wedding anniversary. 
Family members say he lived to be in 
the service and loved military life. 
Though he was scheduled to return 
from Iraq in early November, Paul had 
expressed a strong desire to stay in 
Iraq for another year. Just prior to his 
death, he had reenlisted for the next 6 
years. His family takes comfort in the 
idea that he died doing what he loved 
most. 

While we struggle to express our sor-
row over this loss, we can take pride in 
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