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are we willing to give this up for the lack of
a very reasonable investment?

Congress and the president are faced with
tough choices. Fully supporting human space
flight, on the other hand, should be an easy
choice. By making the choice to provide the
additional funding necessary for a robust
U.S. space exploration program, government
and private industry jobs will be retained
and created, international relationships will
be secured and strengthened with America
leading the way, and our youth will continue
to dream of exploring the universe, taking
those steps necessary to do so. Not only is
this the most reasonable course of action,
it’s the right thing to do—for America and
for the world.

————

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE WEST END SILVER
POINT CHURCH

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the 100th anni-
versary of the founding of the West End
Church of Christ congregation in Silver Point,
Tennessee.

In 1909, Pastor George Phillip “G.P.” Bow-
ser relocated the Laurel Hill congregation to
Silver Point and established the Putnam
County Normal and Industrial Orphanage to
provide housing, education, vocation, and reli-
gious instruction to the African American chil-
dren of the region. In 1913, the school be-
came the Silver Point Christian Institute, edu-
cating grades one through eight. A small print-
ing press was operated by the school, which
led to the development of the Christian
Echo—a publication that is still printed today.

By 1915, the church and school combined
into the West End Church of Christ Silver
Point. A new building was constructed, which
still stands to this day. In December 2007, the
building was included in the National Register
of Historic Places by the U.S. National Park
Service.

The geographically isolated Highland Rim
area of Middle Tennessee has always focused
on small-scale agriculture and timber re-
sources grouped into small towns. Farms were
tended by individual families with little outside
help. Until the early 20th century, these small
communities in Silver Point had few religious
organizations and even fewer schools. Class-
es were often taught in buildings that could
not afford proper maintenance or enough sup-
plies for students.

The school that Pastor Bowser established
in 1915 provided the young children of the
community with educational opportunities
never before seen in the area. Though the
school closed in 1959, the church remains ac-
tive.

Many prominent and nationally-acclaimed
leaders have been personally involved with
the church, including Sam Womack, Alexander
Campbell, Marshall Keeble, Henry Clay, J.S.
Winston, R.N. Hogan. G.E. Stewart, and Levi
Kennedy.

Through its 100-year history, the West End
Church of Christ in Silver Point has provided
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a place of identity and congregation for the Af-
rican American community of western Putnam
County. | congratulate the congregation on its
centennial anniversary.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, on Sep-
tember 29, due to personal reasons, | was un-
able to cast the three votes that were called
on that day. Had | been present | would have
voted “yes” on rollcall votes 740 (H.R. 905);
741 (H. Res. 16) and 742 (H.R. 2997).

———

102ND ANNIVERSARY OF THE
CROATIAN SONS LODGE 170

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is my
distinct honor to congratulate the Croatian
Sons Lodge Number 170 of the Croatian Fra-
ternal Union on the festive occasion of its
102nd anniversary and Golden Member ban-
quet on Sunday, October 11, 2009.

This year, the Croatian Fraternal Union will
hold this gala event at the Croatian Center in
Merrillville, Indiana. Traditionally, the anniver-
sary celebration entails a formal recognition of
the Union’s Golden Members, those who have
achieved fifty years of membership. This
year’'s honorees, who have attained fifty years
of membership, include: John B. Belork, Rich-
ard J. Bundek, Victoria Ann Burson, Robert J.
Erdelac, Michael Grasa, Richard F. Grcevich,
Joanne James, Peter P. Jay, Mary Ellen
Kaegebein, Mirjana M. Kirincic, Della
Klobuchar, Lawrence Labash, Slavko Ladic,
Miyo George Mrkonich, Joan Marie Pope,
Frances Razumich, Rudolph J. Rubesha, Jr.,
Peter George Tarpo, and Valerie Trtan.

These loyal and dedicated individuals share
this prestigious honor with approximately 489
additional Lodge members who have pre-
viously attained this important designation.

This memorable day will begin with a mass
at Saint Joseph the Worker Croatian Catholic
Church in Gary, Indiana, with the Reverend
Father Stephen Loncar officiating. The ban-
quet will begin at 1:00 p.m.

Madam Speaker, | urge you and my other
distinguished colleagues to join me in com-
mending Lodge President John Miksich, and
all members of the Croatian Fraternal Union
Lodge Number 170, for their loyalty and radi-
ant display of passion for their ethnicity. The
Croatian community has played a key role in
enriching the quality of life and culture of
Northwest Indiana. It is my hope that this year
will bring renewed hope and prosperity for all
members of the Croatian community and their
families.

October 1, 2009
EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. CHARLES W. DENT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. DENT. Madam Speaker, pursuant to the
House Republican Leadership standards on
earmarks, | am submitting the following infor-
mation regarding a project that is listed in the
Conference Report of H.R. 3183, Energy and
Water Development and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, FY2010:

Bill  Number: Conference Report—H.R.
3183, Energy and Water Development and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, FY2010,
Account: Department of Energy, EERE, Title:
Advance Power Cube for Wind Power and
Grid Regulation Services, Legal Name of Re-
questing Entity: East Penn Manufacturing, Ad-
dress of Requesting Entity: Deka Road, Lyon
Station, PA 19536, Description of Request:
This funding will support design, testing, fab-
rication and implementation of new advanced
battery energy storage technology that will be
used to balance the fluctuating generation of
electricity in wind systems and improve the ef-
ficiency of the current electricity grid. This
technology will produce a more affordable,
cleaner, recyclable and more efficient energy
storage option than what is currently available
for wind power farms and grid regulation serv-
ices.

———————

H.R. 3548, UNEMPLOYMENT COM-
PENSATION EXTENSION ACT OF
2009

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, on Sep-
tember 22, 2009 the House of Representa-
tives passed H.R. 3548, the Unemployment
Compensation Extension Act of 2009 with my
support. | voted for H.R. 3548, legislation that
would extend unemployment benefits by 13
weeks for states with unemployment rates in
excess of 8.5%. Our nation is currently facing
significant economic challenges, including the
highest unemployment rates in over twenty
years. With nearly five million Americans and
290,000 Virginians out of work, | believe ex-
tending unemployment benefits was the right

thing to do.
Several localities in Virginia’s First Congres-
sional District experienced unemployment

above 8% this summer. However, | am dis-
appointed that H.R. 3548 would not extend
benefits in Virginia because the states unem-
ployment rate is currently below 7%. This bill’'s
8% threshold needlessly overlooks struggling
families in Virginia. | would like to see this
measure amended to extend the same unem-
ployment benefits to all Americans regardless
of where they live.

| understand that unemployment is putting
significant strains on local families. That's why
| recently hosted a First District Job Fair fea-
turing state, federal, and private employers.
Hundreds of First District residents attended
the successful job fair and are now on their
way into the workforce.
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