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in Latin America as well as Africa. But 
right here in our own hemisphere, one 
need look no further than the 1994 
bombing of the Jewish community cen-
ter in Argentina, Buenos Aires, to dem-
onstrate Iran’s willingness and ability 
to attack targets half a world away. 

In July, Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton called for even stricter sanc-
tions on Iran to try to change the be-
havior of the regime. I couldn’t agree 
more, but we need them now. Let’s act 
now. 

f 

TEACHING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 
ABOUT THE U.S. CONSTITUTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GRAYSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this evening to honor the United 
States Constitution. Earlier today, the 
House unanimously passed my bill, 
House Resolution 686, the Teach the 
Constitution Week resolution. Con-
gressman RON PAUL and I combined our 
efforts on this important legislation 
because society is losing its knowledge 
of our Nation’s most fundamental prin-
ciples. The Constitution lays out the 
tenets of our Republic, and House Res-
olution 686 specifically proposes that 
seniors in high school across the Na-
tion be taught about the Constitution 
at the start of their senior year in high 
school for 1 week. 

Mr. Speaker, the Constitution is the 
highest law of the land. If we’re not 
teaching our children about a docu-
ment so fundamental to our Nation’s 
past, present and future, then what are 
we teaching them? Too many Ameri-
cans have no real understanding of the 
principles of this historic document. 
More teenagers can name the judges of 
American Idol and more teenagers can 
name the Three Stooges than can name 
the three branches of our government. 
This is a true disservice to our Nation 
and its citizens, and this is the reason 
why we should promote a better under-
standing of the Constitution on the 
part of our Nation’s youth. 

The resolution also encourages sen-
iors to petition the government on an 
issue of personal importance to them 
to demonstrate their understanding of 
their rights and responsibilities as citi-
zens of the United States. They can 
write letters, organize a trip to Wash-
ington, D.C., to see Congress in action, 
or call their Representatives to voice 
their opinions about bills and laws in 
which they have an interest. 

Mr. Speaker, I am so pleased to say 
that earlier this afternoon, the House 
of Representatives passed House Reso-
lution 686, just 3 days before we cele-
brate Constitution Day, which marks 
the 222nd anniversary of the original 
signing of the U.S. Constitution by 
members of the Constitutional Conven-
tion on September 17, 1787. 

I want to thank the 222 Representa-
tives who signed on as cosponsors of 
this bipartisan bill. I hope that it will 

help to reinforce the great importance 
of the U.S. Constitution to our Nation. 

f 

THE 19TH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT OF TEXAS’ VIEWS ON 
HEALTH CARE REFORM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. NEUGEBAUER) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
like many Members in the House, I 
spent a good part of August visiting 
with people in the 19th Congressional 
District that sent me here. I had sev-
eral coffees all across my district. One 
of the things that they spoke loud and 
clear of is that they are very concerned 
about the direction of their country. 
And as I listened to the President’s 
speech and I listened to some of his ad-
visers, they think these people are not 
Main Street America, that they are 
somehow disillusioned. Well, they are 
disillusioned. They are disillusioned 
with our government. They see their 
government bailing out banks. They 
see their government bailing out car 
companies. They see their government 
taking over every aspect of their lives 
and now wants to take over our health 
care. I want to read you some of the 
comments from the people of the 19th 
Congressional District. 

Janie from Lubbock, Texas: ‘‘I am 
self-employed and pay my taxes. I 
firmly believe we currently have way 
too much government in our business 
and daily lives.’’ 

Jennifer from Wolfforth, Texas: 
‘‘Keep the government out of our 
health care. Remind them of our bro-
ken systems, Social Security, Medicare 
and Medicaid. We don’t need another 
one.’’ 

Bobby from Lubbock: ‘‘I do not want 
the government to run my health care. 
America does not need any more debt.’’ 

Rick from Lubbock asked this ques-
tion: ‘‘Why can’t government cut back 
on its spending like the rest of us have 
to?’’ 

Nelma from Lubbock: ‘‘My husband 
and I were born into very poor families. 
We were able to realize the American 
Dream. I want this opportunity for the 
upcoming generations.’’ 

Michael from Lubbock: ‘‘Reform is 
definitely necessary, but not the kind 
that has been proposed.’’ 

James from Lubbock: ‘‘Read, under-
stand and apply the Constitution.’’ A 
novel idea, James. 

Mandy from Lubbock: ‘‘We want to 
keep our great insurance that we pay 
premiums for. We don’t want to have 
our tax dollars fund another fiasco and 
become another Canada.’’ 

Holly from Wolfforth: ‘‘Stop the 
spending. When I was deeply in debt, I 
stopped buying, worked hard and paid 
for things slowly but surely. I am out 
of debt now. I did not ask anyone to 
print money for me or pay for me.’’ 

John from Lubbock: ‘‘Promise us 
that you will sign yourself, your family 
on the same plan that you force us 
into.’’ 

Grace from Lubbock: ‘‘I hope you 
have listened to the many people here 
in Lubbock who do not have health in-
surance and who cannot afford it.’’ 

James from Lubbock: ‘‘The U.S. Con-
gress and the executive branch of the 
Federal Government, in particular, 
should limit their reach to what is al-
lowed by our Founding Fathers’ docu-
ments.’’ 

Robert from Lubbock: ‘‘We must stop 
this crazy deficit spending and bor-
rowing.’’ 

Marilyn from Lubbock: ‘‘I hope that 
you will find a way to use the programs 
already available to cover all Ameri-
cans.’’ 

Rosalie from Lubbock: ‘‘Government 
is spending too much money. Back 
off.’’ 

Larry from Lubbock: ‘‘In the bill 
there is language limiting the growth 
of physician-owned hospitals. These 
hospitals are able to supply health care 
services more efficiently than other 
community-based larger hospitals. I 
am against this bill.’’ 

Sandra from Lubbock: ‘‘We need to 
slow things down and people need to 
read all of the bill before doing any 
voting. 

Kayla from Lubbock, who attended 
with her grandmother: ‘‘I am 9 years 
old, and I am wondering why the heck 
you’re spending my future. Thank you 
for listening.’’ 

Ron from Lubbock: ‘‘When my kids 
were in college, my friends called me 
the ATM. I don’t know the President. I 
don’t want to be his ATM.’’ 

George from Lubbock: ‘‘As Big Gov-
ernment continues to expand, there is 
a commensurate loss of individual free-
dom, accompanied by excessive spend-
ing and an amassing of a ridiculous def-
icit.’’ 

Michelle from Lubbock: ‘‘I am a RN 
in a local emergency room. I am per-
sonally against the health care bill. 
How do we fix overcrowding of ERs? ER 
nurses are working twice as hard and 
seeing twice as many patients com-
pared to the past.’’ 

Jack from Lubbock, ‘‘Say ‘no’ to the 
government health care and protect 
our borders.’’ 

Joel from Lubbock: ‘‘Please say ‘no’ 
to all excessive spending. Some of it 
does not fit with our Constitution.’’ 

Susan from Lubbock: ‘‘I have been an 
RN for 34 years. I am tired of seeing pa-
tients turned away due to lack of in-
surance. This takes such a toll on fami-
lies and health care providers.’’ 

Mary from Lubbock: ‘‘Please do all 
that you can to keep health care in our 
hands, not the government.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, these are 
not people that are off on some tan-
gent. These are people that are con-
cerned about their country. They are 
concerned that the government is tak-
ing over every aspect of their lives. 
They’re concerned that we are mort-
gaging the future of their children and 
their grandchildren. They’re concerned 
that their personal liberties and free-
doms are at risk. 
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Mr. President and Madam Speaker, 

it’s time to listen to the American peo-
ple and quit giving speeches. 

f 

CORRUPTION IN ACORN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. You know, 
Mr. Speaker, one of the things that 
concerns me is that the more liberal 
media seems to ignore some of the 
things that are extremely important to 
the people of this country and to the 
freedoms we enjoy and the money 
that’s being spent by the Congress. 

This weekend and today I watched a 
number of these shows that I watch on 
a regular basis because those of us in 
this body, we follow the news very, 
very closely. Mr. Glenn Beck, Sean 
Hannity and Mr. O’Reilly, who are all 
on FOX, focused attention over the 
past few weeks on this ACORN organi-
zation. It’s really interesting to find 
out that ACORN, which helped the 
President get elected, was such a 
strong force for him and whom he con-
gratulated on the support they gave 
him, and he told them he wanted to 
work with them and he wanted to have 
their advice on issues of major concern. 
So he’s very close to ACORN. 

ACORN, which received $53 million 
from 1993 until now—that’s 16 years. 
They received $53 million over 16 years. 
This year, they now have access to $8.5 
billion. Now, I mean, that’s a heck of a 
reward, it seems like to me, for being 
supportive of the administration. Then 
Mr. FRANK, on the Banking Committee, 
puts legislation through, which has 
passed the House, that would give them 
access to an additional $1.5 billion. 
That’s $10 billion ACORN has access to. 

If you were watching any of these 
television shows in the last week, 
you’ll see that some people went in and 
they posed as a prostitute and a man 
who was soliciting for a prostitute. I 
think they call him a pimp. They asked 
the advice of ACORN, and ACORN gave 
them advice on how to circumvent the 
law, how to hide what they were doing 
from the law, how they could make 
money and not report it to the Govern-
ment of the United States. 

Then these people asked, Well, we 
want to bring some young people in 
from South America. They’re under-
age, and we want them to work for us 
in this prostitution ring. The people at 
ACORN said—and there were two or 
three of them—they said, Well, here’s 
how you do it. And they explained to 
them how they could claim them as 
children or dependents and expand 
their ring of prostitution. This is all 
documented. It’s on television, and it’s 
in the papers—some papers, very few. 
Yet ACORN is going to get almost $10 
billion. 

They have been involved in other ne-
farious activities, and they were sup-
posed to work on the Census. Can you 
imagine? The way the States get 

money from the Federal Government is 
based, in large part, on the Census 
that’s taken—how many people live in 
a congressional district, how many 
people live in a State—and the money 
that comes from the Federal Govern-
ment is divvied up, in large part, on 
the basis of the Census. 

So ACORN was going to have a major 
role in working to count the number of 
people throughout the country and, in 
effect, decide where this money is 
going to be going. This is an organiza-
tion that has a tremendous amount of 
corruption. They’re finding more and 
more corruption every single day, and 
the taxpayers of this country are al-
lowing them, through the Congress, to 
have access to almost $10 billion of our 
taxpayers’ dollars. That is insane. 

We’ve asked the Congress and leaders 
of the Democrat Party, the chairmen 
of these various committees, to hold 
hearings on this, to have an investiga-
tion, and we have yet to have any in-
vestigation whatsoever, not one. So 
today I wrote a letter to Chairman 
TOWNS of the Government Reform and 
Oversight Committee, who is a very 
good friend of mine and a very fair 
man. I have asked Chairman TOWNS to 
have an investigation into ACORN. 

When you’re talking about $10 billion 
of the taxpayers’ money going to an or-
ganization that we know has been in-
volved in various nefarious activities 
and that we know has been involved in 
corruption, we certainly should at 
least look into what they’re doing and 
stop them from using taxpayers’ dol-
lars to do these things. 

This is something that we shouldn’t 
allow anybody to shovel under the rug. 
The administration should take re-
sponsibility for conducting an inves-
tigation and pushing for it, and the 
Members of Congress on the majority 
side that has the chairmanships in 
both the House and the Senate need to 
push very hard for an investigation, 
and we need to do it now. We need not 
to give them one dime until that inves-
tigation is completed. 

f 

CAREFULLY CRAFTING HEALTH 
CARE LEGISLATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. SCALISE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, as we’re 
having a debate on the issue of health 
care and a lot of different ideas and dif-
ferent things are being passed around, I 
think it’s really important that we 
look at the real reason why we need to 
make reforms to our health care sys-
tem in America. 

Clearly there are problems with 
health care, but there are very narrow 
problems with people who don’t have 
the ability and the access to get health 
care at an affordable price. What we 
need to do is focus on fixing the prob-
lems in the system that don’t work, 
but at the same time, we need to be 
very careful not to destroy the things 

that make medical care in the United 
States the best medical care in the 
world. 

I think what concerns many of us is 
this proposal of a government takeover 
of our health care system where the 
government would come in all under 
the guise of competing against private 
companies. Of course anybody that un-
derstands what competition really 
means and who looks at the concept of 
the Federal Government, with tax-
payer backing, coming in as your com-
petitor when they write the rules that 
both of you have to play by—they’ve 
got this health care czar that they’re 
creating in their bill, which, by the 
way, I think the count is up to over 30 
czars now created in this administra-
tion. 

We need to sunset these czars. We 
need to get rid of these czars. We 
shouldn’t have people with these unbri-
dled powers that have absolutely no ac-
countability to the public, did not go 
through the scrutiny of the normal 
process that a cabinet secretary or 
high-ranking official would have to go 
through with Senate confirmation, tes-
tifying before committees and being 
answerable to the American people. 
Yet you’ve got these czars with these 
powers, and now they’re trying to cre-
ate a health care czar that would lit-
erally have the ability to make major 
decisions over individual families’ 
health care. 

b 2000 
I think it’s very important to go 

through and talk about some of these 
claims that are being made because 
they are claims that are being made 
that completely are contradicted by 
the bills that we have before us in the 
Congress that are brought by and sup-
ported by this President and this ad-
ministration. 

One of the first claims that’s been 
made a whole lot is if you like the 
health care you have, you can keep it. 
Now, personally I think that’s a very 
important claim. I think that’s one of 
the sacred parts of health care that we 
should maintain. If people like the 
health care they have, they should 
keep it. The problem is in the bill that 
President Obama supports in the 
House, the only bill this administra-
tion, Speaker PELOSI, and others are 
promoting, is H.R. 3200. In that bill, in 
fact, on page 15 of that bill, they give 
the power to the health care czar, 
again an unappointed bureaucrat, a 
person who did not go through any con-
firmation process, who was just ap-
pointed by the President, who is wholly 
unaccountable to Congress, this health 
care czar would have the power to de-
certify private plans. 

That’s right. That means if you have 
a health care policy you like, the 
health care czar, in their bill, has the 
power to take away your health care 
plan even if you do like it. It’s in their 
bill. We actually tried to take that out 
in committee. 

Another claim that’s been made a 
whole lot that was made here on this 
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