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to all Americans, including those in 
the territories. 

f 

CONCERNS WITH GOVERNMENT- 
RUN HEALTH CARE PLAN 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, during the August recess, I 
was honored to host the largest con-
gressional townhalls in the history of 
South Carolina: 1,700 people in Colum-
bia; 1,500 in Lexington; 1,500 in Beau-
fort; and 1,200 in Hilton Head. During 
my 25 years of serving the public in the 
State Senate and Congress, I have not 
seen such passionate events full of pa-
triots, 95 percent of whom support 
health insurance reform, but not a gov-
ernment takeover. 

I presented my concerns in a handout 
with a government-run health care 
plan: $1.6 trillion in costs, 100 million 
people losing their current coverage, 
$818 billion in taxes, 1.6 million jobs 
lost, according to the National Federa-
tion of Independent Businesses, and ra-
tioning of care. 

I presented a better way, the Empow-
ering Patients First Act, introduced by 
the Republican Study Committee led 
by Dr. Tom Price. It provides for port-
ability, keeping current coverage, tax 
incentives to purchase insurance, lower 
costs through competition, and bars 
government-funded abortions. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th and the Global War on Terrorism. 

f 

IT’S TIME FOR US TO TALK 
ABOUT HEALTH CARE 

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I have 
got some news here. It says as of Sep-
tember 10, 11:23 a.m., reported by The 
Hill, Speaker NANCY PELOSI said, 
Democrats should cease efforts to sanc-
tion Representative JOE WILSON. It 
goes on to quote her and says, It’s time 
for us to talk about health care, not 
JOE WILSON. 

But Democratic leaders, it goes on to 
say, were looking into what formal ac-
tion the House might take against WIL-
SON, and then, But PELOSI dismissed 
that idea as well as a call for WILSON to 
apologize on the floor. 

I am on to health care reform. I am 
not going to discuss JOE WILSON, she 
said. I think his actions spoke for 
itself. He has apologized. He will figure 
out what is appropriate for him to do. 

And I am really confused. What do 
you call it when somebody says some-
thing that they are going to do, and 
then they don’t do it? What is that 
statement? 

f 

AMERICANS’ TRUST IN MEDIA 
REACHES NEW LOW 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
Americans’ trust in the media has 
plummeted to an all-time low, accord-
ing to a new survey by the Pew Re-
search Center. According to Pew, only 
about a quarter of Americans say that 
news organizations are not politically 
biased, less than one-third say the 
media generally get the facts straight, 
less than one in five say that the media 
deals fairly with all sides of the story, 
and just 29 percent had a favorable 
opinion of the liberal New York Times, 
the lowest rating for any international 
organization in the Pew survey. 

Americans have lost faith in the na-
tional media. Whether it’s health care 
or other issues, it’s up to the media to 
restore the public’s trust by reporting 
the facts fairly. 

f 

APOLOGY ACCEPTED 

(Mr. KING of Iowa asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
come to the floor today to make the 
point that last Wednesday night during 
a joint session there was a very brief 
breach of decorum here by Congress-
man JOE WILSON, someone who is a 
true consummate Southern gentleman, 
an officer and a gentleman. 

He immediately called the White 
House, the White House immediately 
accepted JOE WILSON’s apology, and 
that must be the end of it. A gen-
tleman that conducted himself as a 
gentleman immediately in the after-
math, without putting his finger to the 
political winds, he did the right thing. 

No one has a claim to any further re-
dress if the President of the United 
States accepts an apology, and he did. 

So I stand with JOE WILSON. Let’s get 
on with the business of this House, and 
let’s start running this country instead 
of doing cheap political points, which I 
expect will be coming to the floor of 
this House sometime about tomorrow. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
enrolled bill was signed by Speaker pro 
tempore VAN HOLLEN on Tuesday, Au-
gust 25, 2009: 

H.R. 3325, to amend title XI of the So-
cial Security Act to reauthorize for 1 
year the Work Incentives Planning and 
Assistance program and the Protection 
and Advocacy for Beneficiaries of So-
cial Security program. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 

on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

RECOMMENDING TEACHING CON-
STITUTION TO HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 686) recommending that 
the United States Constitution be 
taught to high school students 
throughout the Nation in September of 
their senior year, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 686 

Whereas the United States Constitution is 
the fundamental law of the United States; 

Whereas people in the United States of all 
ages, income levels, and political beliefs fail 
tests of civic literacy; 

Whereas a 1998 survey revealed that more 
teenagers knew who the ‘‘Fresh Prince of 
Bel-Air’’ was than the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, more knew the star of the 
motion picture ‘‘Titanic’’ than who was the 
vice president of the United States, and more 
can name the Three Stooges and the 3 Amer-
ican Idol judges than can name the 3 
branches of government; 

Whereas fewer than half of all people in the 
United States can name the three branches 
of the United States Government; 

Whereas students at top colleges and uni-
versities in the United States scored an aver-
age of only 59.4 percent for seniors and 56.6 
percent for freshmen on tests of civic lit-
eracy; 

Whereas people in the United States aged 
25 to 34 score an average of 46 percent on a 
test of civic literacy and people aged 65 and 
over score the same 46 percent; 

Whereas research shows that an increase in 
civic knowledge, including that of the United 
States Constitution, almost invariably leads 
to the beneficial use of that knowledge; and 

Whereas research shows that greater civic 
learning leads to more active citizenship, 
and people in the United States who fulfill 
their civic obligations beyond voting are 
more knowledgeable about their country’s 
history and institutions: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House 
of Representatives that— 

(1) all high school seniors across the coun-
try should spend at least one week learning 
about the United States Constitution in Sep-
tember of their senior year, as knowledge of 
this historic document, which constitutes 
the very foundation of our country, is crit-
ical to being an effective citizen; and 

(2) upon reaching voting age, high school 
seniors should engage in civic learning ac-
tivities on an issue of importance to them to 
demonstrate their understanding of their 
rights and responsibilities as citizens of the 
United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from the 
Northern Mariana Islands (Mr. SABLAN) 
and the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
GOHMERT) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from the Northern Mariana Islands. 
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