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United States Army 1st Sergeant Jose San
Nicolas Crisostomo. 1st SGT Crisostomo,
originally from the village of Inarajan, Guam,
was assigned to International Security Assist-
ance Force in Kabul, Afghanistan. 1st SGT
Crisostomo passed away on August 18, 2009
while on duty in Afghanistan. He was 59 years
old and the oldest servicemember to perish in
Afghanistan.

1st SGT Crisostomo was born on August
29, 1949 to Joaquin and Joaquina Crisostomo
and lived a life of honor, service, and dedica-
tion to preserving his culture. Known to his
friends and family as “Joe” or “Uncle Sinbad,”
1st SGT Crisostomo is remembered for his al-
truism, patriotism, and vibrant personality. He
was active in promoting the Chamorro culture
and was a founder and former president of
“Grupun Minagof,” an organization established
to help Guamanians living in Washington
state. His leadership and dedication to his
community and his family will remain an en-
during legacy.

A longtime member of the U.S. Army, 1st
SGT Crisostomo re-enlisted in 2008 after pre-
viously serving for 24 years, which included
tours of duty in the Vietham War and the first
Gulf War. 1st SGT Crisostomo was a two-time
recipient of the Bronze Star for combat valor
and received the Purple Heart for wounds sus-
tained in combat. He was also awarded the
Kuwait Liberation Medal in 1991.

| join our community in mourning the loss of
1st SGT Crisostomo and in offering condo-
lences to his wife, Patricia Leon Guerrero
Crisostomo; his children, Tricia Renee, Jeffrey
Joe (“Jay”), and Dominic Jay; his 10 grand-
children and to his many family and friends.
1st SGT Crisostomo served with honor and
distinction, like the many sons and daughters
of Guam who served before him, and he gave
the ultimate sacrifice in defense of our coun-
try.

God bless the family and friends of 1st Ser-
geant Jose San Nicolas Crisostomo, God
bless our men and women in uniform pro-
tecting our country, God bless Guam, and
God bless the United States of America.

CITY OF DUNEDIN, FLORIDA, REC-
OGNIZED AS A COMMUNITY FOR
A LIFETIME

HON. C. W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 9, 2009

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam Speaker,
The city of Dunedin, Florida, that | have the
privilege to represent has been honored with
a “Communities for a Lifetime Award” by the
Florida Department of Elder Affairs.

The award is given to communities that
demonstrate successful best practices that
foster community initiatives to address the
benefits and challenges of an increasing elder
population.

A total of 105 Florida towns and cities par-
ticipate in the Communities for a Lifetime Ini-
tiative and Dunedin was the very first city to
sign up for the program.

One of the major initiatives for which Dun-
edin was honored was a 2008 project between
the city and Mease Hospital to turn a vacant
building into an adult day care center where
family caregivers can receive valuable respite
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care so they can continue caring for their
aging loved ones.

This is the second time Dunedin has been
honored by the program. Two years ago, the
city received a Continual Progress Award for
creating a Lifetime Bureau.

Madam Speaker, Dunedin is an outstanding
place to live, to work, to play, and to retire.
This latest recognition is not only a reflection
of the work of the Mayor and City Commis-
sioners, but of the entire community which
makes Dunedin such a welcoming place for
residents of all ages.

———

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. DENNY REHBERG

OF MONTANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 9, 2009

Mr. REHBERG. Madam Speaker, pursuant
to the Republican Leadership standards on
earmarks, | am submitting the following infor-
mation regarding earmarks | received as part
of H.R. 3170, FY2010 Financial Services and
General Government Appropriations Bill.

Requesting Member: Representative
REHBERG

Bill Number: H.R. 3170

Account: Small Business Administration—
Salaries and Expenses

Requesting Entity: Montana State Univer-
sity, HTAP: High-Technology Assistance Pro-
gram

Description: $133,000 in federal funds will
enable Montana State University to assist
Montana’s  high-technology businesses in
adopting micro and nanotechnologies as a
means to improving their products and in-
creasing competitiveness in the high-tech mar-
ket.

Requesting
REHBERG

Bill Number: H.R. 3170

Account: Small Business Administration—
Salaries and Expenses

Requesting Entity: Montana World Trade
Center

Description: The Montana World Trade Cen-
ter has a long and successful history of export
and trade assistance. $134,000 will go toward
assisting “new to export” Montana businesses
in marketing and selling their products and
services globally.

Requesting
REHBERG

Bill Number: H.R. 3170

Account: Small Business Administration—
Salaries and Expenses

Requesting Entity: TechRanch at Montana
State University

Description: The TechRanch at Montana
State University is a cohesive center that will
provide comprehensive business development
services and business support services to
high-tech Montana companies. $133,000 will
help maintain their goal of attracting tech-
nology businesses to the State.

Member: Representative

Member: Representative
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF WOMEN TO THE LABOR
MOVEMENT

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 9, 2009

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the achievements of women in
the labor and social movements. The UAW
held a ceremony this past Labor Day in Flint
Michigan to honor the contributions of women
in labor, civil rights, the military, women’s
rights, and the political arena.

From the 300 women that came together in
Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848, to promote
women’s rights and suffrage, women have
banded together to improve our country. Jane
Addams, “the mother of social work,” worked
with the labor movement in Chicago to elimi-
nate poverty, and advance the living condi-
tions of workers. From her work at Hull-House
in Chicago, Jane Addams became a moving
force in the passage in the first Federal child
labor law passed in 1916.

Women have played a pivotal role in the or-
ganization and development of every social
movement of the past century, including the
labor movement. In my hometown of Flint, the
Women’s Auxiliary provided support for the
families of the sit-down strikers. The Women’s
Emergency Brigade was on the front lines as
the police attempted to stop the union. Since
the formation of the UAW, women have toiled
side by side with men in the factories and
have taken their place at the bargaining table.

The labor movement had one of its greatest
advocates in Frances Perkins. She was the
first female Secretary of Labor and was the
first female member of a President’s Cabinet.
During her younger days she lived at Hull-
House and embraced the concept of unionism
but it was witnessing firsthand the Triangle
Shirtwaist Company fire in 1911 that ce-
mented her commitment to the workers of our
country. As the architect of Franklin Delano
Roosevelt's New Deal, her vision of a better
life for all cannot be underestimated. She was
at the center of the 15 major pieces of legisla-
tion passed during the first 100 days of Roo-
sevelt's Administration. She conceived the So-
cial Security Act of 1935, the most important
piece of social legislation in U.S. history, and
the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 and
shepherded them through Congress until they
were enacted into law. Social Security, unem-
ployment compensation, minimum wage, max-
imum work hours and the right to collective
bargaining are just part of her legacy to the
American people.

Madam Speaker, today the number of
women registered to vote exceeds the number
of registered men by 8.3 million. Women make
up 14 percent of active duty military per-
sonnel, and two-thirds of all new union mem-
bers in the United States are women. Women
have organized, financed, marched, volun-
teered, worked and are still working to fulfill
the dreams of those 300 women that came to-
gether in 1848 and because of their efforts we
all live in a better world.
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HONORING CHIEF MAURICE L.
KEMP

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 9, 2009

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to recognize and honor Chief Maurice
L. Kemp, the first African-American Fire-Res-
cue Chief in the city of Miami’s history. This
outstanding public servant has worked with
the City of Miami Fire Department for 24 years
and has held the positions of lieutenant, cap-
tain, assistant fire chief, and deputy fire chief.

Chief Kemp received a bachelor of science
degree in biology from Allen University in Co-
lumbia, South Carolina and a master’'s degree
in public administration from Nova South-
eastern University.

As Deputy Fire Chief since 1999, Chief
Kemp has overseen the technical, manage-
ment, support, communication, and emer-
gency management services, as well as devel-
oped and managed budget and legislative
functions. In 2006, he was appointed the Pro-
gram Chief and Task Force Leader for the
United States Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, FEMA Urban Search and Rescue.

Moreover, Chief Kemp has received acco-
lades throughout his career including the Dr.
A. Mancebo Memorial Award and recognition
from the 5000 Role Models of South Florida.

Since 1735, professional and volunteer fire-
fighters have been an invaluable facet of our
communities, towns, and cities. Through the
City of Miami’'s mission to “serve the citizens
of Miami in a professional manner by pro-
viding rapid emergency response and other
services to save lives and protect property”
and their motto, “Excellence through Service,”
| commend the tremendous bravery of Miami’s
firefighters and am proud to honor each one
today on the Floor of the House. Ever vigilant,
this Nation’s firefighters respond quickly to
emergencies of all kinds and protect and save
lives each and every day. From the earliest
days of Benjamin Franklin’s Union Fire Com-
pany to the famous fire departments of New
York City, Chicago, and Boston, every fire sta-
tion in this country has a proud history and
tradition of distinguished service.

Today, men such as Chief Kemp along with
over one million firefighters answer the call of
duty and perform extraordinary acts of self-
lessness and valor without hesitation.

Madam Speaker and my colleagues, | ask
that you join me and the public safety commu-
nity in this remarkable show of solidarity. Chief
Kemp is an outstanding American worthy of
our collective honor and appreciation. It is with
deep respect and admiration that | commend
Chief Kemp, and thank the men and women
in the fire service field that dedicate to the
selfless protection of others stand together in
the face of adversity, bonded by sacrifice and
a sense of duty.
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WELCOME HOME IN HONOR OF A
AMERICAN HERO CAPT SCOTT
SPEICHER THE UNITED STATES
NAVY

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 9, 2009

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | have come here today to
honor a fallen hero who, after 18 years, has
finally been reunited with his family. Captain
Speicher was a man of great distinction who
gave the ultimate sacrifice so that others might
know a more peaceful world. The following
poem from Capitol Guide Albert Carey
Caswell reflects on his final journey home.

WELCOME HOME

Welcome Home!

Scott, may your sacred body rest!

America’s Finest, of all Sons, but one of her
very best!

How over the years, have so have so our
tears . . . have so run!

And all of those sleepless nights, keeping
hope alive . . . as we have all so done!

As your beautiful Children, have so missed
you my Son!

And your Wonderful Wife, with hope burning
bright . . . how the tears begun!

And your Mom and Dad, praying from
evening to morning sun . . .

But, it’s over now . . . we can rest!

But, oh how so bittersweet . . . this answer,
this emptiness . . . Thy Will Be Done!

For you were and will always be, one of
America’s best!

Welcome Home, Our Most Heroic One!

For you are now, One of America’s Chosen
Sons . . .

Sons of Freedom and Peace, who defend us
with but only their beliefs!

‘Oh how so Magnificent, are but all of these

. . such splendid ones!

Just moments, are all that we so have . . .

To make a difference, to heart’s grab!

To change the world!

To go off so valiantly, with but out flags un-
furled . . .

It’s been eighteen long . . . long years!

With all of that heartache, and all of those
most swollen tears . . .

Still, in all our pain . . . there are so many
families, who will never know . . .

Will never know, but where there loved ones
SO remain . . .

Bless you, our Fine Son!

And your family, for our country . ..
what you have all so done!

For your last flight Scott, was not over Iraq!

But, up to our Lord ... as straight up to
Heaven as was that!

For Scott now, now are an Angel with wings

for

In the Army of our Lord, of all things!

And on the day you arrived, could you not
hear our Lord and his Angels cry!

Scott, Welcome Home!

In honor of a real American Hero, Navy
Captain Scott Speicher and his family . . .
may they find peace . . .
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SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO  BLIND
LEMON JEFFERSON AND THE
BLIND LEMON BLUES

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 9, 2009

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, as the
famed York Theatre Company of New York
celebrates its 40th anniversary, today | rise to
recognize their newest musical genius, “Blind
Lemon Blues” and to pay tribute to the Leg-
endary Father of the Texas Blues, “Blind”
Lemon Jefferson.

Blind Lemon Blues celebrates the legacy of
Blind Lemon Jefferson and his profound influ-
ence upon the development of American pop-
ular music. Blind Lemon Blues is set in New
York City in 1948 at the last recording session
of the legendary Huddie Ledbetter, better
known as Lead Belly, and combines elements
of traditional blues, gospel, rhythm and blues,
soul, doo-wop, and rap to evoke the enduring
legacy of Blind Lemon and his contem-
poraries, Blind Willie Johnson, Lillian Glinn,
Hattie Hudson, Bobbie Cadillac, Lillian Miller
and Lead Belly himself.

“Blind” Lemon Jefferson was one of the
most popular blues singers of the 1920s, and
has been titled “Father of the Texas Blues.”
Jefferson’s singing and self-accompaniment
were distinctive as a result of his high-pitched
voice and originality on the guitar. He used
Dallas as a base to launch an extraordinary
blues career, during which he made over 80
recordings of his intricate melodic rhythms and
influenced countless artists, including B.B.
King. Other later blues and rock and roll musi-
cians attempted to imitate both his songs and
his musical style.

Often heralded as one of the most influential
bluesmen of all time, “Blind” Lemon Jefferson
was born blind near Coutchman, Texas, in
Freestone County, near present-day Wortham,
Texas, in September 1893. Jefferson was one
of eight children born to sharecroppers Alex
and Clarissa Jefferson. Jefferson began play-
ing the guitar in his early teens, and soon after
he began performing at picnics and parties.
He also became a street musician, playing in
east Texas towns in front of barbershops and
on corners.

In the early 1920s, Jefferson traveled to
Dallas, where he met Huddie “Leadbelly”
Leadbetter and established the blues scene in
Dallas’ Deep Ellum district. Five years later,
he was on the road of instant success. Be-
tween the years of 1925 and 1929, Jefferson
made over 80 recordings for Paramount
Records and became the first commercially
successful male black artist. Some of his most
notable recordings are “Black Snake Moan,”
“Boll Weevil Blues,” “Matchbox Blues,” and
the song that would become his trademark,
“See That My Grave Is Kept Clean.”

Jefferson died from mysterious cir-
cumstances on the streets of Chicago on De-
cember 22, 1929, and was buried in the old
Wortham Negro Cemetery. His grave was un-
marked until 1967, when a Texas state histor-
ical marker was dedicated to him. He was in-
ducted in the Blues Foundation’s Hall of Fame
in 1980. In 1997 the town of Wortham began
a blues festival named for the singer, and a
new granite headstone was placed at his
gravesite—a fitting tribute to the man who
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