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innovation, scientific momentum, and pub-
lic-private partnerships can—

(1) generate therapeutic interventions that
directly benefit the people suffering from
polycystic kidney disease;

(2) save billions of Federal dollars under
Medicare, Medicaid, and other programs for
dialysis, KkKidney transplants,
immunosuppressant drugs, and related
therapies; and

(3) allow several thousand openings on the
kidney transplant waiting list;

Whereas improvements in diagnostic tech-
nology and the expansion of scientific
knowledge about polycystic kidney disease
have led to the discovery of the 3 primary
genes that cause polycystic kidney disease,
and the 3 primary protein products of the
genes, and to the understanding of cell struc-
tures and signaling pathways that cause cyst
growth that has produced multiple poly-
cystic kidney disease clinical drug trials;

Whereas there are thousands of volunteers
nationwide dedicated to expanding essential
research, fostering public awareness and un-
derstanding, educating patients and their
families about polycystic kidney disease to
improve treatment and care, providing ap-
propriate moral support, and encouraging
people to become organ donors; and

Whereas volunteers engage in an annual
national awareness event held during the
third week of September, making that week
an appropriate time to recognize National
Polycystic Kidney Disease Awareness Week:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the period beginning on Sep-
tember 13, 2009, and ending on September 19,
2009, as ‘‘National Polycystic Kidney Disease
Awareness Week’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of a na-
tional week to raise public awareness and
understanding of polycystic kidney disease;

(3) recognizes the need for additional re-
search into a cure for polycystic kidney dis-
ease; and

(4) encourages the people of the United
States and interested groups—

(A) to support National Polycystic Kidney
Disease Awareness Week through appro-
priate ceremonies and activities;

(B) to promote public awareness of poly-
cystic kidney disease; and

(C) to foster understanding of the impact
of the disease on patients and their families.

—————

AFGHANISTAN’'S UPCOMING
ELECTIONS
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of S. Res. 251.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 251) expressing the
sense of the Senate that the Government of
Afghanistan, with the support of the inter-
national community, should fulfill its obli-
gations to ensure that women fully partici-
pate as candidates and voters in the August
20, 2009, presidential and provincial council
elections in Afghanistan.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate, and that any statement re-
lating to the resolution be printed in
the RECORD.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 251

Whereas women in Afghanistan play a crit-
ical role in establishing accountable govern-
ance, fostering economic development, and
securing peace in Afghanistan;

Whereas many women in Afghanistan face
rising insecurity and consequent physical
and verbal violence in seeking political of-
fice and exercising their constitutional right
to vote;

Whereas the Afghan Independent Electoral
Commission has made efforts to consult with
domestic and international organizations ad-
vocating for full inclusion of all people in Af-
ghanistan in the elections, and has called on
the donor community to assist its efforts to
open and staff all appropriate polling places
throughout Afghanistan; and

Whereas women’s rights activists and civil
society representatives from throughout Af-
ghanistan gathered on June 25, 2009, and de-
cided to launch the Five Million Afghan
Women Campaign, a campaign of 5,000,000
women of Afghanistan to support eligible
women’s political participation in order to
ensure the rule of law and gender equality:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the brave women and
women-led organizations of Afghanistan on
the launch of the Five Million Afghan
Women Campaign;

(2) urges the Government of Afghanistan to
ensure that sufficient staffing is in place in
women’s polling stations, including security
staff and equipment and appropriate polling
place personnel;

(3) urges the Government of Afghanistan
and the religious, community, and cultural
leaders of Afghanistan to make every effort
to encourage eligible women to participate
in the August 20, 2009, elections;

(4) urges the Government of Afghanistan to
fully include women in formal committees
and bodies charged with election security
and related processes;

(5) urges the Government of Afghanistan
and the Independent Electoral Commission
to continue to consult with the Afghan Min-
istry of Women’s Affairs, the Afghan Inde-
pendent Human Rights Commission, and
women-led nongovernmental organizations
regarding women’s participation in the elec-
tions, in order to guarantee a free and fair
election process, including providing equal
access for women candidates to media out-
lets as well as ensuring adequate security
and transportation for women voters on elec-
tion day;

(6) encourages the Secretary of State, in-
cluding through the United States Agency
for International Development, to continue
to mobilize funding and resources of the
United States for programs throughout Af-
ghanistan to raise the awareness of women
in Afghanistan regarding governance, in-
crease women’s political participation in the
August 20, 2009, and future elections, and
support such women’s ability to exercise
their rights as citizens; and

(7) urges the new Government of Afghani-
stan elected on August 20, 2009, to employ
and engage women in meaningful roles and
positions in such new government.
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AUTHORIZING THE TAKING OF A
PHOTOGRAPH IN THE SENATE
CHAMBER

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of S. Res. 252.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 252) authorizing the
taking of a photograph in the Chamber of
the United States Senate.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to this resolution be
printed in the RECORD, with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to, as follows:

S. RES. 252

Resolved, That paragraph 1 of Rule IV of
the Rules for the Regulation of the Senate
Wing of the United States Capitol (prohib-
iting the taking of pictures in the Senate
Chamber) be temporarily suspended for the
sole and specific purpose of permitting the
Senate Photographic Studio to photograph
the United States Senate in actual session
on Tuesday, September 22, 2009, at the hour
of 2:15 p.m.

SEC. 2. The Sergeant at Arms of the Senate
is authorized and directed to make the nec-
essary arrangements therefore, which ar-
rangements shall provide for a minimum of
disruption to Senate proceedings.

2562) was

———————

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the President pro
tempore, pursuant to Public Law 99—
498, as amended by Public Law 110-315,
appoints the following individuals to
the Advisory Committee on Student
Financial Assistance: Sharon Wurm of
Nevada and John McNamara of Illinois.

AUTHORITY TO REPORT LEGISLA-
TIVE AND EXECUTIVE MATTERS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that not withstanding
the Senate’s recess, committees be au-
thorized to report legislative and exec-
utive matters on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 2, from 12 noon to 2 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

AUTHORITY TO MAKE
APPOINTMENTS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that notwithstanding
the upcoming recess or adjournment of
the Senate, the President of the Sen-
ate, the President pro tempore of the
Senate, and the majority and minority
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leaders be authorized to make appoint-
ments to commissions, committees,
boards, conferences, or interparliamen-
tary conferences authorized by law, by
concurrent action of the two Houses, or
by order of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that we proceed to exec-
utive session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to consider Calendar Nos. 161, 266, 268,
209, 263, 281, 283, 368, 370, 375, 376, 377,
378, 379, 380, 381, 382, 383, 384, 385, 386,
387, 388, 389, 390, 391, 392, 393, 394, 395,
396, 397, 398, 399, 400, 401, 402, 403, 407,
408, 409, 410, 411, 412, 413, and 414 and all
nominations on the Secretary’s desk at
NOAA; that the nominations be con-
firmed en bloc, and the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table en bloc;
that no further motions be in order and
any statements relating thereto be
printed in the RECORD; and that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Jeffrey D. Feltman, of Ohio, a Career Mem-
ber of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of
Minister-Counselor, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of State (Near Eastern Affairs).

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Jo-Ellen Darcy, of Maryland, to be an As-

sistant Secretary of the Army.
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Colin Scott Cole Fulton, of Maryland, to be
an Assistant Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Philip L. Verveer, of the District of Colum-
bia, for the rank of Ambassador during his
tenure of service as Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of State for International Commu-
nications and Information Policy in the Bu-
reau of Economic, Energy, and Business Af-
fairs and U.S. Coordinator for International
Communications and Information Policy.

Maria Otero, of the District of Columbia,
to be an Under Secretary of State (Democ-
racy and Global Affairs).

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Craig E. Hooks, of Kansas, to be an Assist-
ant Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Carlos Pascual, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Mexico.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Wilma A. Lewis, of the Virgin Islands, to
be an Assistant Secretary of the Interior.

Robert V. Abbey, of Nevada, to be Director
of the Bureau of Land Management.
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Francis S. Collins, of Maryland, to be Di-
rector of the National Institutes of Health.
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE ARTS AND THE
HUMANITIES

James A. Leach, of Iowa, to be Chairperson
of the National Endowment for the Human-
ities for a term of four years.

Rocco Landesman, of New York, to be
Chairperson of the National Endowment for
the Arts for a term of four years.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

Raymond M. Jefferson, of Hawaii, to be As-
sistant Secretary of Labor for Veterans’ Em-
ployment and Training.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Ertharin Cousin, of Illinois, for the rank of
Ambassador during her tenure of service as
U.S. Representative to the United Nations
Agencies for Food and Agriculture.

Kerri-Ann Jones, of Maine, to be Assistant
Secretary of State for Oceans and Inter-
national Environmental and Scientific Af-
fairs.

David Killion, of the District of Columbia,
for the rank of Ambassador during his tenure
of service as the United States Permanent
Representative to the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific, and Cultural Organiza-
tion.

Glyn T. Davies, of the District of Colum-
bia, a Career Member of the Senior Foreign
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to be
Representative of the United States of Amer-
ica to the Vienna Office of the United Na-
tions, with the rank of Ambassador.

Glyn T. Davies, of the District of Colum-
bia, a Career Member of the Senior Foreign
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to be
Representative of the United States of Amer-
ica to the International Atomic Energy
Agency, with the rank of Ambassador.

PEACE CORPS

Aaron S. Williams, of Virginia, to be Direc-

tor of the Peace Corps.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Michael Anthony Battle, Sr., of Georgia, to
be Representative of the United States of
America to the African Union, with the rank
and status of Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary.

Martha Larzelere Campbell, of Michigan, a
Career Member of the Senior Foreign Serv-
ice, Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the United States of America to the Re-
public of the Marshall Islands.

John R. Bass, of New York, a Career Mem-
ber of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Georgia.

James B. Foley, of New York, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class
of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Republic of
Croatia.

Kenneth E. Gross, Jr., of Virginia, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class
of Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Republic of
Tajikistan.

Teddy Bernard Taylor, of Maryland, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign Service,
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to Papua New
Guinea, and to serve concurrently and with-
out additional compensation as Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Solomon Is-
lands and Ambassador Extraordinary Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Vanuatu.

John Victor Roos, of California, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the United States of America to Japan.
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Judith Gail Garber, of Virginia, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class
of Minister-Counselor to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Republic of
Latvia.

James Knight, of Alabama, a Career Mem-
ber of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Benin.

Karen Kornbluh, of New York, to be Rep-
resentative of the United States of America
to the Organization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development, with the rank of Am-
bassador.

Bruce J. Oreck, of Colorado, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to the Republic
of Finland.

Jon M. Huntsman, Jr., of Utah, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the United States of America to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

Douglas W. Kmiec, of California, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the United States of America to the Re-
public of Malta.

Jonathan S. Addleton, of Georgia, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class
of Career Minister, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to Mongolia.

Matthew Winthrop Barzun, of Kentucky,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to Sweden.

William Carlton Eacho, III, of Maryland, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Austria.

Philip D. Murphy, of New Jersey, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Federal Republic of Germany.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

James J. Markowsky, of Massachusetts, to
be an Assistant Secretary of Energy (Fossil
Energy).

Warren F. Miller, Jr., of New Mexico, to be
an Assistant Secretary of Energy (Nuclear
Energy).

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Susan L. Kurland, of Illinois, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of Transportation.

Christopher P. Bertram, of the District of
Columbia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Transportation.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Dennis F. Hightower, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be Deputy Secretary of Com-
merce.

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD

Christopher A. Hart, of Colorado, to be a
Member of the National Transportation
Safety Board for a term expiring December
31, 2012.

CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING

Patricia D. Cahill, of Missouri, to be a
Member of the Board of Directors of the Cor-
poration for Public Broadcasting for a term
expiring January 31, 2014.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Daniel R. Elliott, III of Ohio, to be a Mem-
ber of the Surface Transportation Board for
a term expiring December 31, 2013.

CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

Robert S. Adler, of North Carolina, to be a
Commissioner of the Consumer Product
Safety Commission for a term of seven years
from October 27, 2007.

Anne M. Northup, of Kentucky, to be a
Commissioner of the Consumer Product
Safety Commission for a term of seven years
from October 27, 2004.
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