June 2, 2009

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam
President, I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam
President, I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to a period of
morning business, with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMENDING THOMAS O. SUGAR

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor Mr. Thomas O. Sugar,
who has served as one of my most val-
ued and trusted aides in the U.S. Sen-
ate and in the Indiana Governor’s of-
fice. I am proud to have this oppor-
tunity to recognize Tom for the re-
markable service he has rendered on
behalf of the people of Indiana.

Tom is a native of Kokomo, IN, an
auto town in the heart of our proud
manufacturing State. Tom never forgot
where he came from, and he has been a
faithful and passionate emissary of the
hard-working, middle-class Hoosiers
who inspired him to enter public serv-
ice in the first place.

Tom’s career in government and poli-
tics began when he served as a cam-
paign field organizer for Jim Jontz,
who represented Indiana’s fifth Con-
gressional District. Throughout his 7
years of service for Congressman Jontz,
Tom held a variety of positions, culmi-
nating in his ascension to chief of staff
in 1991.

I was fortunate to have Tom join my
staff as director of communication and
planning during my second term as In-
diana Governor. Among his many
achievements, Tom orchestrated a suc-
cessful conference on promoting re-
sponsible fatherhood that brought to-
gether leaders of the most successful
fatherhood programs in the country.
He also helped plan the Governor’s
adoption initiative, heralding needed
reforms in Indiana’s adoption system.

Tom served as my campaign manager
for my first Senate race in 1998 and
then took over as my chief of staff, a
position he has held for over a decade.
Tom has carried out this demanding
role with unceasing skill, diplomacy,
and determination. His portfolio has
been considerable. Tom has been a top
adviser on a range of significant policy
issues, helping to improve our Nation’s
educational system, supporting work-
ing families, strengthening national se-
curity, and expanding volunteer oppor-
tunities for Americans to serve their
country.

In addition to playing a crucial role
on policy issues, Tom has served as a
leader and a mentor to members of my
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staff in both my Indiana and Wash-
ington offices. Tom had a knack for
discovering new talent, and he helped
hone the professional development of
countless public servants.

Most importantly, Tom is a devoted
father to his sons, Jackson and Carter,
and a loving husband to his wife
Nancy. Tom cares about the people he
works with and treats his colleagues
like extended family. Tom was always
ready with a kind word during times of
plenty and an understanding ear during
periods of personal difficulty and loss.

This week, Tom leaves my office to
pursue a new opportunity helping
lower income students finish their col-
lege and postsecondary education. The
newly formed National Consortium for
College Completion is extraordinarily
lucky to have Tom as a part of their
organization. While I will deeply miss
having Tom on my Senate staff, I look
forward to hearing about the work he
will do on behalf of students in need
across our country.

Tom is a trusted aide, a dear friend,
and a true-blue Hoosier whose con-
tributions to the State of Indiana are
immeasurable.

Mr. President, I am pleased to recog-
nize Tom’s extraordinary contributions
to this body, and I wish him the best of
luck in his future pursuits.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING ERNEST P. KLINE

e Mr. CASEY. Madam President, the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania re-
cently lost a distinguished former lieu-
tenant governor and a life-long Pitts-
burgh sports fan, Ernest P. Kline. Ernie
passed away of congestive heart failure
after a life that tells the story of a
Pennsylvanian with the determination
to reach his goals, a love of public serv-
ice, and a devoted father and grand-
father. Today I honor his memory.

Ernest P. Kline was lieutenant gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania from 1971 to 1979. During his 8
years of public service, he worked to
advance the causes of women and older
citizens. After his career in public serv-
ice, Ernie was president of Kline Asso-
ciates in Palmyra, PA. His story is a
Pennsylvania story of hard work and
deep abiding commitment to help peo-
ple.

Ernie and his two brothers were
raised by a single mother in Webster,
just outside of Pittsburgh. It was the
love and support of his extended
Italian-American family, his teachers,
and his devout Catholic faith that
would shape him into the statesman he
came to be. Ernie was the starting
quarterback of his Rostraver high
school football team. He attended
Duquesne University but had to drop
out early due to financial constraints.
He became a radio-news broadcaster.
While working with the radio station
in Charleroi, he met his beloved wife
Josephine. They would have celebrated
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their 60th wedding anniversary dJune
25th.

When covering a Beaver Falls city
council meeting for WBVP-AM, Ernie
realized that he wanted to enter public
service. He went home, told his family,
and was elected to the city council of
Beaver Falls, PA, in 1955. Nine years
later, Ernie was elected to the senate
of Pennsylvania, later becoming the
youngest Democratic floor leader ever.
After 7 years in the State senate, he
was elected lieutenant governor of the
Commonwealth.

His life of public service continued
after he left elected office through vol-
unteering with different nonprofit or-
ganizations such as the Ronald McDon-
ald House and the United Way. He con-
tinued supporting Democratic politics
his entire life. Ernie also loved to fish
and root for the Pittsburgh Steelers.

He and Josephine raised 7 children
and they were blessed with 12 grand-
children. Ernie was a loving father and
devoted grandfather who instilled in
his family a love of Pennsylvania and
the value of a life in public service.
More importantly, he was a dad who
made sure the kids did all of their
homework and all of their chores.

Ernie Kline was a person of integrity
and compassion. He never forgot where
he came from and the values that guid-
ed his life. I extend my sincere condo-
lences to Josephine and the Kline fam-
ily for their loss. His life story will
continue to inspire his family and
many others to devote their lives to
public service and to the poor and the
powerless.®

———————

JUDGE COLLEEN KOLLAR-
KOTELLY

e Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President,
shortly before the recess, U.S. District
Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly com-
pleted her service as presiding judge of
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Court. By law, after serving for a max-
imum of 7 years, judges of the FISA
Court, who are designated from the
U.S. districts courts by the Chief Jus-
tice of the United States to serve on
the FISA Court in addition to their
regular judicial responsibilities, are
not eligible for redesignation.

Now that Judge Kollar-Kotelly has
completed her distinguished service on
the FISA Court, it is fitting to take
note of the admirable service she has
rendered as the presiding judge of an
institution that is central to our Na-
tion’s commitment to conduct foreign
intelligence within the rule of law.

Judge Kollar-Kotelly was appointed
in 1984 to serve as an associate judge of
the Superior Court of the District of
Columbia. In 1997, she was appointed by
President Clinton to serve on the U.S.
District Court for the District of Co-
lumbia. In 2002, Chief Justice William
H. Rehnquist designated her to be pre-
siding judge of the FISA Court. Her
ability to earn the trust of two Presi-
dents and a Chief Justice is noteworthy
in itself.
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