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Passaic County Council on Alcoholism and
Drug Abuse Prevention, Inc. was incorporated
as a nonprofit prevention agency on May 25,
1984. Founded by Father Alan Savitt, a
Catholic priest from the Paterson Diocese who
still serves as executive director, the Council
began working from a 200 square foot trailer
in Clifton. After renovating an historic building
on the City Hall property, the Council was
granted a no cost lease from the city of Clifton
and moved into its permanent home.

This facility serves the citizens of Passaic
County as a Prevention Resource Center, pro-
viding prevention educational outreach serv-
ices and assistance programs to those in
need. Programs range from those like BABES
(Beginning Alcohol and Addiction Basic Edu-
cation Studies) and Forest Friends, serving el-
ementary school children, to high school peer
counseling programs, and from drug free
workplace and counseling to WISE (Wellness
Initiative and Senior Educators).

In addition to providing educational services
and referral programs, the council also pro-
vides a focus for those interested in advocacy,
public policy and prevention legislation.

When the group first began, the county gov-
ernment provided funding for operating ex-
penses, but as the years have gone by,
sources of funding have begun to run dry.
Through the hard work of the staff and friends
of the Council, grants and partnerships have
been secured to help make ends meet. Over
the years, the Council has received govern-
mental, charitable and foundation grants to
help fund its innovative programs and partner-
ship efforts with numerous worldwide, national,
statewide and regional programs. Father Savitt
and long-term employee, Sister Pauline
Kuntne, have shouldered the heavy burden of
fundraising with enormous fortitude.

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing
compares to learning about and recognizing
the efforts of service-minded organizations like
the Passaic County Council on Alcoholism and
Drug Abuse Prevention, Inc.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, Father Alan Savitt and the staff and
volunteers of the Passaic County Council on
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Prevention, Inc.,
all those who have been touched by their car-
ing professionalism, and me in recognizing the
outstanding contributions of this group to the
Passaic County community and beyond.

———

URGING ALL AMERICANS AND
PEOPLE OF ALL NATIONALITIES
TO VISIT THE NATIONAL CEME-
TERIES, MEMORIALS, AND
MARKERS ON MEMORIAL DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2009

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today, as an original cosponsor, to voice
my strong support for H. Res. 360, which
urges Americans and people of every nation-
ality to visit national cemeteries, memorials,
and markers on this upcoming Memorial Day.

Today, we rightfully take time to recognize
the men and women who have dedicated their
lives to the service of our nation. We are
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proud of all of our servicemen and women and
are eternally grateful for their efforts in the
Global War on Terror. Indeed, the democracy
on display here today with our presence in this
chamber is testament to the courage and valor
of our Armed Services.

Memorial Day is a federal holiday to cele-
brate the lives of those that have died while
defending our nation. The soldiers, sailors, air-
men, and marines who have served in our
Armed Services deserve the utmost respect
from our nation, and those that have died
have made the ultimate sacrifice for the lib-
erties that we enjoy every day.

It is at their final resting place that there will
forever be enshrined the spirit of American
generosity, sacrifice, and courage that our
brave men and women have so graciously
provided in defense of our freedom.

Let us also honor and say a gracious thank
you to each and every military family member
for the encouragement, love, and kindness
they exhibit in supporting their precious loved
ones as they serve a nation that will forever
be free because of their sacrifice. It is to the
family members that we say thank you now.

Mr. Speaker, | believe it will be a worthwhile
endeavor to spend time on this holiday re-
membering the sacrifice our heroes have
made for America. | encourage every Amer-
ican to visit our national cemeteries and me-
morials so that they may take part in dedi-
cating this holiday to the memory of the excel-
lent men and women of our Armed Services
who have spent a lifetime of service to Amer-
ica.

| urge all of my colleagues to support this
bill.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
BRUNO DEGOL

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 20, 2009

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the memory and celebrate the
life of Bruno DeGol of Gallitzin, Pennsylvania
who passed away on May 14th surrounded by
his family and friends at the age of 86.

It is not an easy task to summarize a life so
rich in accomplishment as the one lived by
Bruno DeGol. For many of my constituents in
Pennsylvania Bruno DeGol was best known
as an amazingly successful entrepreneur, a
noted philanthropist and as someone who
never forgot his roots in the community where
he grew up and prospered. | agree with that
sentiment and | can say without question
Bruno will be missed by all who knew him and
knew of him.

You don’t get to be as successful in life as
Bruno DeGol by backing down to a challenge
and Bruno never did. In World War Il he took
part in the D-Day Invasion as a soldier with
the Army’s 102nd Infantry Division. Bruno left
the Army at the end of the war with an honor-
able service record that included the Bronze
Star and numerous medals and commenda-
tions for his service.

Like so many other returning veterans look-
ing for a start in post-war America, Bruno took
a chance and opened his first of many busi-
ness ventures in 1950. By 1972, his business,
a construction materials company, had grown
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and expanded to four locations in Blair and
Cambria Counties in Pennsylvania. Today,
through careful expansion by his sons, DeGol
Brothers Lumber now serves consumers in
Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and Florida.

Bruno was a consummate entrepreneur with
razor sharp business acumen. However, he
will be even more fondly remembered for the
way he gave back to the people and the com-
munity he loved so much. Bruno’s philan-
thropy is most evident in the good work that
continues to be done by the Bruno & Lena
DeGol Family Foundation as well as his long-
standing support of St. Francis University.

Bruno built his version of the American
Dream through hard work, determination and
the support of his loving family. In fact, even
though he was successful in so many things,
building his family with his wife Lena was
Bruno’s most significant achievement. His five
children; Don, Dave, Gloria, Bruno Jr., and
Dennis and his 18 grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren have been left a tremendous
legacy to build upon.

Bruno DeGol will be remembered as a vi-
sionary and a humanitarian in business and
community service. He will be missed by his
family, his friends and by the countless people
he touched throughout his long and wonderful
life. | send my thoughts and my prayers to the
DeGol family in their time of loss and ask the
House to join me in honoring Bruno DeGol
and celebrating his life.

———
HONORING THE LIFE AND ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF JUDGE

MARILYN MORGAN UPON HER
RETIREMENT

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 20, 2009

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the life and ac-
complishments of a distinguished member of
my community, the Honorable Marilyn Morgan,
upon her retirement from the United States
Bankruptcy Court for the San Jose Division of
the Northern District of California.

Judge Morgan has served on the federal
bench with honor and integrity for 21 years.
She has been an exceptional jurist, committed
to fairness in the decisions impacting those
who have appeared before her. Throughout
her life and career, Judge Morgan has sought
to ensure that all parties, including those with
limited access to services and legal represen-
tation, have justice and equality. However, her
extraordinary dedication to public service ex-
tends far beyond her courtroom.

Prior to her legal career, Ms. Morgan
worked in the civil rights movement in the area
of voter registration. After receiving her J.D.
from Emory University, Ms. Morgan returned
to her native San Jose to start her own prac-
tice in bankruptcy law, representing both debt-
ors and creditors. She also served as a bank-
ruptcy trustee. In that capacity, she quickly
identified a need for a communications clear-
inghouse for trustees to connect and share
ideas and educational resources. Ms. Morgan
was co-founder of the National Association of
Bankruptcy Trustees, an educational and ad-
vocacy organization for Chapter 7 Trustees
that continues to thrive and boast a nationwide
membership.
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Among some important firsts, Ms. Morgan
served as the first woman President of the
Santa Clara County Bar Association in 1985—
86 and as the first bankruptcy lawyer ap-
pointed as a Lawyer Representative to the
Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference. She has
also served as a member of the Bankruptcy
Advisory Committee to the United States Dis-
trict Court and as a referee and probation
monitor on the State Bar Court. Since her ap-
pointment to the bench in 1988, Judge Mor-
gan has continued her extensive contributions
to the legal community. She is one of the co-
founders of the Congressman Don Edwards
American Inn of Court, a professional associa-
tion dedicated to promoting civility and en-
hancing communications between the bench
and the bankruptcy bar. She has also served
on the Board of Directors of Lincoln Law
School of San Jose, Consumer Credit Coun-
selors of San Francisco and its subsidiary,
BALANCE, and the Bay Area Bankruptcy
Forum.

Judge Morgan has been a powerful advo-
cate for the improvement of the legal system.
In 2007, Judge Morgan testified about “Pro-
tecting Home Ownership” before the Sub-
committee on Administrative and Commercial
Law of the Judiciary Committee of the U.S.
House of Representatives. In 1997, she also
testified before the National Bankruptcy Re-
view Commission regarding proposed amend-
ments to the Bankruptcy Code. In 2007, the
National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy
Attorneys recognized Judge Morgan for her
extraordinary service in the field of consumer
bankruptcy law. In 1999, she received the
Fresh Start Award from the local consumer
bankruptcy community in recognition of her
contributions to improving the consumer bank-
ruptcy system.

Judge Morgan has also been an active and
effective advocate for improving the quality of,
and access to, legal services available to the
public. She has served as President of the
Santa Clara County Bar Association Law
Foundation and a trustee of Santa Clara
County Law Related Education. She is also a
co-founder of the Pro Bono Project of Santa
Clara County. Judge Morgan has been a fre-
quent provider of continuing legal education
through the Bay Area Bankruptcy Forum, the
National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy
Attorneys, the National Association of Bank-
ruptcy Trustees, the Santa Clara County Bar
Association, the California Bankruptcy Forum,
the National Conference of Bankruptcy
Judges, the American Law Institute—American
Bar Association, and the Norton Institute.

In addition to her contributions to the legal
community, Judge Morgan has given gener-
ously to her broader community. One of the
first women admitted to membership in the
Rotary Club of San Jose, she has truly fulfilled
its mission of “service above self.” She has
served on the club’s Board of Directors and
has been intimately involved in developing Los
Amigos de Washington School, a Rotary pro-
gram that provides support to the students,
families and teachers of Washington Elemen-
tary School through activities, events and
mentoring. Judge Morgan has been a regular
at the school, reading books to several class-
es and mentoring a group of fourth grade girls.
She has also served on the Board of Directors
of the American Red Cross; the San Jose Ca-
thedral Foundation; The Women’s Fund; the
Santa Clara County Public Facilities Corpora-
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tion; the Santa Clara County Building Author-
ity; the Downtown YWCA; and the Santa Clara
County Century Club.

For more than 30 years, Judge Morgan has
been an outstanding pillar of our community in
San Jose, a forceful advocate for the improve-
ment of the legal system and the community
at large, an inspiration and role model for her
public service, a loyal friend to the many peo-
ple with whom she has worked along the way,
and a jurist whose common sense and legal
acumen has provided justice to those who
have appeared before her.

She is married to the Hon. (Ret.) James R.
Grube, and they have three children, Terry,
Elyse, and Mark.

It is with great pleasure that | join Judge
Morgan in celebrating her life and many ac-
complishments. | thank her for her contribu-
tions to our region in California and to our na-
tion. On behalf of our community, | congratu-
late Judge Morgan and wish her and her fam-
ily well in her retirement and her future plans
to continue in service to her community.

—

CONGRATULATING JAMES “J.T.”
THOMAS JR. FOR WINNING CBS’S
“SURVIVOR: TOCANTINS”’

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 20, 2009

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Mobile’s own, James “J.T.”
Thomas Jr. on winning the million-dollar prize
on CBS’s “Survivor: Tocantins—The Brazilian
Highlands.”

Before a national television audience, J.T
was announced the winner of the 18th edition
of the game. Known as the show’s “nice guy,”
J.T. won the unanimous votes of seven jury
members, proving he had outwitted, out-
played, and outlasted the other 15 players. He
became only the second person to win both
the jury vote, worth $1 million, as well as the
viewers’ vote, worth $100,000.

The Samson, Alabama, native earned a
business administration degree from Troy Uni-
versity. While living in Troy, he also owned his
own fencing company. He moved to Mobile in
2007, where he manages the B.E. Cattle Co.
farm, an operation with 112 head of registered
Angus cows, along with 70 calves that are a
year old and 60 calves that are just a few
months old. He also manages 700 head of
cattle in Lowndes County.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating James “J.T.” Thomas Jr.
for winning CBS’s “Survivor: Tocantins—The
Brazilian Highlands.” | know his friends, fami-
lies, and members of the community join with
me in praising his accomplishments.

——————

RECOGNIZING ERWIN CHARLES
“RED” BECKER ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT AS MAYOR OF EVANS-
VILLE, ILLINOIS

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 20, 2009

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
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ognizing Erwin Charles “Red” Becker and
wishing him well a he retires as Mayor of
Evansville, lllinois.

Red Becker comes by public service natu-
rally. His great uncle, Walter Becker served as
Mayor of Evansville from 1923 until 1957
when he died in office. Before serving the Vil-
lage of Evansville, Red served his country with
a tour in Vietnam.

In 1983, Red decided to become more ac-
tively involved in local government and ran for
Village Trustee. This confirmed his commit-
ment to his community and, two years later,
he was elected Mayor of the Village of Hon.
Evansville, a position he held through six
terms and 24 years.

During Red Becker's tenure as Mayor,
Evansville has seen many changes, including
a four-phase road project, an upgraded and
expanded boat dock, a new fire house, water
tower and line replacements, and new water
and sewer treatment facilities. These last
items were made necessary due to damage
from the “Great Flood of '93” which displaced
the Mayor from his own residence. During this
disastrous time for Evansville as well as many
Midwestern communities, Red Becker proved
his dedication to public service by working
around the clock, meeting the needs of his
community, even as many of his own belong-
ings were lost to the flood.

After the devastation of the 1993 flood, Red
oversaw a rebuilding of Evansville and has
continued to work tirelessly for the benefit of
the village and its residents.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in an expression of recognition and appre-
ciation for a true public servant, Erwin Charles
“Red” Becker, and in wishing him all the best
in the future.

——————

RECOGNIZING ROBERTA RAKOVE,
RECIPIENT OF THE PARTNER-
SHIP FOR ACTION GRASSROOTS
CHAMPION AWARD

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 20, 2009

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam Speaker, | rise
to acknowledge Roberta Rakove, Senior Vice
President, Government Affairs, of Sinai Health
System for her outstanding leadership in cre-
ating grassroots and community activity in
support of her hospital’s mission. Roberta
Rakove was first nominated by the lllinois
Hospital Association (IHA), and later awarded
by both the IHA and the American Hospital
Association (AHA) the Partnership for Action
Grassroots Champion Award on April 28,
2009.

The Partnership for Action Grassroots
Champion Award was established to recog-
nize hospital leaders who most efficiently in-
form elected officials of the affect major issues
have on a hospital’s fundamental role in the
community; to recognize hospital leaders who
have done an exemplary job in broadening the
base of community support for the hospital;
and to recognize hospital leaders who con-
tinue to advocate on behalf of the hospital and
its patients.

Roberta Rakove’s commitment to advo-
cating for the hospital community extends to
her 15 years of devotion on IHA’s Advocacy
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