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terrorist threat that we face, all of us 
share in that end. 

But I would say to the gentleman 
that somehow there have been state-
ments made by the Speaker and others 
indicating a certain preconceived bias, 
like a belief that perhaps the CIA or 
others have somehow misled us. 

I do think the gentleman is correct 
in saying that we need to focus on what 
kind of practices occurred, but I also 
think that in an ongoing manner, to 
ensure compliance with the law, we 
need to understand if there is some 
type of preconceived bias, as was indi-
cated in some of the public statements 
that may have been made today. And I 
do think that the gentleman would 
agree, openness and an indication of a 
predisposition prior to the revelation 
now of who knew what when may be 
somehow shaping the bias in these dis-
cussions. 

I share with the gentleman the no-
tion, we need to follow the law. But if 
there is somehow a belief—and I’d ask 
the gentleman whether he shares this 
belief—that somehow the CIA or others 
have intentionally misled this body, 
because that seems to be some concern 
that has been raised today. 

I yield. 
Mr. HOYER. I have no idea of that. I 

don’t have a belief of that nature be-
cause I have no basis on which to base 
such a belief. I certainly hope that’s 
not the case. I don’t draw that conclu-
sion. 

What I say to the gentleman, once 
again, is that to a degree, that is a dis-
traction. It is not irrelevant, but it is a 
distraction from the central point. I 
will tell my friend that I think there is 
far too much discussion about what 
was said as opposed to what was done. 

The truth commission I think has a 
responsibility—or whatever we call a 
commission that would look at this 
issue—not so much for what was done 
but to ensure that what we do going 
forward is legal, consistent with our 
values, consistent with our morals, and 
consistent, as the gentleman points 
out, with protecting our Nation and 
our people. 

In my view, we have a responsibility 
to do all of those. In my view, we can 
do all of those. They are not incon-
sistent with one another. And that is 
what I think we ought to be looking at 
as we look at what happened so that 
what happens in the future—because 
certainly this Nation is going to be 
under threat now and in the future. I 
think it’s very important. I frankly 
think that upholding our values is con-
sistent with also protecting our secu-
rity. 

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman. 
I remain concerned. And I think it is 

shared by my colleagues on this side of 
the aisle that if it is the intent of the 
Speaker and the majority leader to 
pursue a truth commission surrounding 
the investigation of terrorists and the 
interrogation tactics employed, that 
we do know what interaction this body 
had, the Members of this body and its 

committees had, in the oversight of the 
tactics that were employed. Because if 
we are all concerned about following 
the law, which we should be first and 
foremost here, and if there was acqui-
escence, if there was knowledge on the 
part of this body, but yet now allega-
tions made suggesting that certain tac-
tics were used and were against the 
law, that raises serious questions about 
the ability for this body going forward 
to properly exercise its oversight au-
thority so we do uphold the law. 

That would be our concern over here, 
Madam Speaker, that we make sure 
that there is a full vetting of what 
transpired so that we don’t repeat the 
type of mistakes perhaps or we don’t 
repeat the omission of action, if you 
will, on the part of this body. 

With that, Madam Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 1 p.m. tomorrow, and further, 
when the House adjourns on that day, 
it adjourn to meet 12:30 p.m. on Mon-
day next for morning-hour debate, and 
further, when the House adjourns on 
that day, it adjourn to meet at 10:30 
a.m. on Tuesday, May 19, 2009, for 
morning-hour debate and noon for leg-
islative business. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has agreed to without 
amendment a concurrent resolution of 
the House of the following title; 

H. Con. Res. 80. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in 
the Capitol Visitor Center for an event to 
celebrate the birthday of King Kamehameha. 

f 

HELP FOR NEW JERSEY SENIORS 
AND VETERANS 

(Mr. ADLER of New Jersey asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. ADLER of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to call attention 
to the struggles of our seniors and our 
veterans. These are tough economic 
times. Many New Jersey families, sen-
iors and veterans are struggling to 
make ends meet. That’s why I’m 
pleased to know that seniors and dis-
abled veterans are receiving a $250 eco-
nomic recovery payment this month. 
We have to make sure our seniors and 
our veterans receive the benefits and 
relief they need and so richly deserve. 

When I reviewed the first draft of the 
economic recovery package, I realized 
that retired seniors and disabled vet-

erans were completely excluded from 
receiving any tax rebate. I worked 
quickly to fix this oversight, intro-
ducing the Safeguarding America’s 
Seniors and Veterans Act which was 
included in the final recovery package 
enacted into law. Fortunately, New 
Jersey seniors and disabled veterans 
will now be receiving $250 in tax relief 
this month. 

During these tough economic times, 
we must ensure that we take care of 
our seniors and our veterans, those who 
have made our country so great and 
kept us safe and free. These $250 checks 
have already started arriving in homes 
in Burlington and Ocean Counties and 
in Cherry Hill and are making a great 
difference in the lives of our seniors. 

I’m happy to be part of this process. 
f 

CONGRATULATING LAUREN 
ZUMBACH 

(Mrs. BIGGERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor and congratulate a 
remarkable young woman from my dis-
trict, Lauren Zumbach, who was just 
announced as a 2009 Presidential Schol-
ar. 

The Presidential Scholar program 
annually recognizes 141 of the Nation’s 
most exemplary high school seniors 
who have demonstrated outstanding 
academic performance as well as exem-
plary leadership, citizenship and com-
munity service. Lauren embodies all of 
these traits. 

A poised and confident young woman, 
Lauren is a leader both in and out of 
the classroom. As a student athlete at 
Hinsdale Central High School, Lauren 
has been a straight A student while 
contributing to her championship 
cross-country team. 

Her accomplishments do not end 
there. Outside of the classroom, Lauren 
has organized work days to improve 
local forest preserves. She has worked 
to instruct area children about safe on-
line behavior. And just last fall, 
Lauren was the impetus behind Trot 
for the Troops, a 5K race that raised 
money for the Illinois chapter of Oper-
ation Homefront. 

In a few weeks, Lauren will graduate 
from Hinsdale Central High School, 
and I congratulate her on receiving the 
2009 Presidential Scholar award. 

f 

b 1645 

THE MEDIA SHOULD HOLD OBAMA 
ACCOUNTABLE 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, last week, the Obama administra-
tion increased its budget deficit projec-
tion to more than $1.8 trillion and then 
promptly blamed the deficit on former 
President Bush. Most of the national 
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