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work is, in my opinion, his ability to give
moral leadership to the not-for-profit mar-
ketplace world and intellectual force to
problem-solving.

““All the above with a soft voice, a mild
and pleasant manner, a bow tie, a firm jaw
and an unshakeable faith in our country and
its ability to solve its, and maybe the
world’s, problems.”’

A lengthy editorial in a recent edition of
the Sunday New York Times decried the fact
that the national mood of ‘““‘wanting to make
the world a better place’” that was so perva-
sive after Sept. 11, 2001, has largely evapo-
rated.

Walter personified and daily lived that
credo long before 9/11, and he will continue
to do so for the rest of his life. It did not
take a monumental national tragedy to light
the spark of true community service in this
extraordinary human being.

As John Bluford, Marjorie Kaplan, Paul
Uhlmann and I look objectively at Walter
Hiersteiner, almost any adjective we use is
not hyperbole; it is understatement. We are
so fortunate to have him in our community.

[From the Kansas City Star, May 8, 2009]

“MR. SHAWNEE MISSION,” WALTER
HIERSTEINER, WAS ‘‘VOICE OF REASON”’
(By Jim Sullinger)

The late 1960s could arguably be called the
most challenging period in the history of the
Shawnee Mission School District.

The northeast Johnson County community
faced a decision that was hotly debated at
the time—school consolidation.

The area’s elementary schools were divided
among 12 small school districts, and the
Kansas Legislature was demanding that they
consolidate with the Shawnee Mission dis-
trict’s high schools and junior highs.

In the mid-1960s, voters defeated a consoli-
dation effort by a large margin. That didn’t
stop the Legislature, however, from passing
Senate Bill 58 in 1969 that required consoli-
dation that year.

Emotions were running high on the part of
parents who faced the loss of their elemen-
tary districts.

Into the fray stepped Walter Hiersteiner,
elected to an at-large position on the Shaw-
nee Mission School Board in April 1969. He
worked tirelessly that year to convince skep-
tical parents that this was the right move
and smoothed the way for the transition.

Arzell Ball was school superintendent at
the time and remembered Hiersteiner’s con-
tributions.

‘““He was a consensus builder,” Ball said,
‘““He could motivate and direct others, and
his communication skills were just excel-
lent. And he had the respect of the commu-
nity because he gave back to the community
all the time.”

He was a calming presence during that dif-
ficult period and later when the district
began closing schools.

David Westbrook, the district’s first com-
munications director, said Hiersteiner was
dedicated to public education and his voice
will be missed.

Hiersteiner, 90, died last weekend.

‘“‘He was critically important to the school
district at a time the district was going
through some trying times right after unifi-
cation,” Westbrook said.

He said there was friction on the school
board between moderates and newly elected
conservatives.

‘““He was a voice of reason and stood for
principle and was firm in his convictions, but
that firmness was balanced by a humble
open-mindedness,’”’ he said.

Friends remembered that when a school
was scheduled to be closed, Hiersteiner
would consult influential contacts to come
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up with another use for the property that
would make the closing a little more palat-
able for the surrounding neighborhoods.

He served on the school board until 1973
and as president during his last two years on
the board.

During the 1980s, Hiersteiner was a founder
and co-chairman of the Committee for Excel-
lence in Shawnee Mission Schools, which is
still operating today as the Committee for
Excellence. He was a leader in efforts to pass
several school bond issues and an advocate
for more school dollars.

He was appointed by former Gov. Robert F.
Bennett to the Kansas Board of Regents and
became chairman of that board. He also
served on the Board of Governors of the Kan-
sas University Law School and the Kansas
Higher Education Loan Program.

If anyone deserved the title ‘“Mr. Shawnee
Mission,” it was Hiersteiner, who was an ex-
ecutive at Tension Envelope Corporation for
more than 60 years and a Harvard Law
School graduate.

‘“He was without a doubt the finest advo-
cate for public schools that we ever saw pre-
viously and maybe we ever will,” said Larry
Winn III, a current board member. ‘‘He in-
spired a lot of people who came after him.”

Annabeth Surbaugh, chairwoman of the
Johnson County Board of Commissioners,
said she will remember Hiersteiner as ‘‘Mr.
Education.”

“It’s true that his primary focus was the
Shawnee Mission School District, but his
strong commitment to top-quality education
wasn’t limited by boundaries,” she said. ‘‘He
truly believed it was our responsibility—as a
community—to ensure that our children had
the very best education possible, and he was
a staunch advocate for that cause.”

———

KOREAN WAR VETERANS
ASSOCIATION

HON. MICHAEL A. ARCURI

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 14, 2009

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend the members of the Korean War
Veterans Association, Cayuga County Chapter
296, on their commitment and efforts to ren-
ovate the Veterans Memorial Park in Auburn,
NY.

The Veterans Memorial Park is nearly a
two-year project in the making designed to
honor our country’s veterans of all wars and
conflicts since the Revolutionary War. Notably,
this memorial also pays tribute to all those
servicemembers who joined the U.S. Armed
Forces, regardless of whether they did or did
not serve overseas during a time of war. | am
proud to represent a district that has chosen,
so admirably, to recognize every man and
woman that serves our nation. These commu-
nities rightfully understand that the decision to
join the United States Armed Forces, regard-
less of one’s terms of service, means that an
individual is prepared to give his or her life for
the safety and future of this country. | have
the great pleasure of calling my district home
to the Veterans Memorial Park, which may be
arguably one of the most inclusive veteran
memorials in the country.

The Auburn City Council, Auburn City Man-
ager, and Mayor of Auburn have chosen the
following representatives from the Cayuga
County Chapter 296 Korean War Veterans As-
sociation to lead this effort: John Barwinczok,
Chairman; Lyell I. Brown; Professor Joseph
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M.A. Camardo; Joseph Casper; James Ferris;
Donald T. Tavener; and Michael A. Trapani.
The dedication of the Veterans Memorial Park
is scheduled for June 14, 2009. | whole-
heartedly commend these individuals for their
efforts on behalf of our veterans and the entire
community.

Madam Speaker, | ask that all of my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives join
me today in recognizing the efforts of the Ko-
rean War Veterans Association, Cayuga
County Chapter 296, as they move towards
completing their goal and paying tribute to
those who have sacrificed for their nation. |
wish them the best of luck in the future as
they continue to better our community.

———

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 14, 2009

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor Asian
Pacific American Heritage Month.

As a cosponsor of H. Res. 435, which cele-
brates Asian Pacific American Heritage Month,
| would like to first thank Congressman HONDA
for leading the Democratic Caucus in recog-
nizing the important contributions the Asian
and Pacific Islander American (APIA) commu-
nity has made to our nation.

As Representative of the 47th Congres-
sional District of California, | have the honor of
representing one of the most diverse commu-
nities in the United States. | have witnessed
firsthand the rich culture and contributions the
APIA community bring to my district in Orange
County, CA.

In recent years, we have seen an increasing
number of Asian and Pacific Islander Ameri-
cans become leaders in academia, arts, gov-
ernment, the military, and the private sector.
They contribute to all aspects of American life,
and in doing so they enrich the lives of all
Americans and make this country stronger.

| especially commend President Obama for
his leadership in reaching out to the Asian and
Pacific Islander American community. This
year marks a special occasion, as it is the first
time the Presidential Branch has appointed a
record number of Asian-Americans to the Cab-
inet, including the Secretary of Energy, Steven
Chu; Secretary of Commerce, Gary Locke;
and Secretary of Veterans Affair, Eric
Shinseki. Their hard-work and sacrifice have
made a significant impact on America and
opened doors for future generations of Asian
Pacific Americans.

Although it is imperative to recognize the
achievements of the APIA community, it is
also important for us to focus on the chal-
lenges they face, including affordable housing,
racial profiling, and health care issues. An-
other issue the APIA community faces is the
perception that all members of this community
are thriving economically. In reality, not all
Asian Pacific Islander Americans have access
to a quality education and many continue to
face tremendous language barriers.

The APIA community has made sacrifices
for our country and contributed to the growth
and prosperity of this nation. | look forward to
celebrating APIA month and continuing to
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