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at the Battle of Puebla, the Mexican soldiers
fought bravely and died with dignity for their
countrymen’s freedom. Each Mexican soldier
fought valiantly with one common goal. In the
end, it was the French army that surrendered
on Mexican soil.

In addition to its historical significance in
Mexico, Cinco de Mayo is significant to all
Americans because it marks the last time that
any foreign power threatened to conquer
North American soil.

Cinco de Mayo is also a celebration of the
rich cultural heritage people of Spanish and
Latin American descent have shared with the
United States. They have shared their music,
art, language and traditions and these ele-
ments are sewn into the colorful fabric of
“American” culture.

| ask my colleagues and all Americans to
join me in commemorating Cinco de Mayo—a
day that reflects the core principles that Amer-
ica was founded upon.

———
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | would
like to submit the following poem by Mary-Ann
S. Stanky of Cleveland, Ohio:

THOSE MEMORIES SHOULD NoT BE

Hurrah! Hurrah! Hurrah!

Said the new enlistee

A new defender of democracy
Salute, stand tall, and be proud.
Hurrah! Hurrah! Hurrah!

In line with his comrades
Wearing alike uniforms

Issued a gun to defend democracy.
We are ready!

Hurrah! Hurrah! Hurrah!

Turning a corner. . . .
Rapid bursts of gunfire, from where?
Shouts from everywhere
Roof tops, windows noise all-around
Heads swirling left to right, up and down.
Quiet . . . an eerie quiet finally descends
Labored breathing
Eyes burning red, mouths dry,
Ears ringing from uncommon sounds
Minds fighting to stay in control.
Streaks of red trickle down, blood?
Look again, no!
Look again, yes!
Blood spills from open wounds

medic!
There! go there! hurry!
Pick-up the gun
Defender of democracy
My friend has gone home to a
Flag flying half-mast.

—Mary-Ann S. Stanky
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Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | rise

today in strong support of H. Res. 230, a bill
recognizing the significance of Cinco de Mayo.
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This day holds special meaning for me as it
does for millions of other Mexican Americans
and it provides a wonderful opportunity to re-
flect on the innumerable contributions that
generations of Mexican Americans have made
to our national life.

On Cinco de Mayo, we celebrate the valor
of a small contingent of Mexican patriots who
prevailed against a much larger French army
in the Battle of Puebla. Just as in our own
fight for independence, they triumphed despite
overwhelming odds. Indeed, like Lexington
and Concord, Puebla marks a significant vic-
tory in the struggle for liberty in the New
World.

Today Cinco de Mayo has evolved into a
day to celebrate our Mexican American culture
and the immeasurable ways in which Mexican
Americans have shaped this country. Through
music, literature and cuisine, we have en-
riched the American melting pot. Through an
entrepreneurial spirit, Mexican American small
businesses are playing a critical role in our
economic recovery. Our men and women on
the battlefield are helping to secure lasting
peace in Iraq and Afghanistan. As CEOs, reli-
gious leaders, cabinet secretaries and Mem-
bers of Congress, we are providing leadership
in the face of unprecedented challenges both
at home and abroad.

Finally, Mexico is among our most important
allies and this day offers us the chance to re-
affirm that friendship. As our neighbors to the
south fight drug cartels and the H1N1 flu virus,
we should pause to consider what more we
can do to aid the Mexican people. Just as
they did on Cinco de Mayo 1862, they are
waging a courageous battle against forces that
seek to undermine their democratic society
and just as on that famous date, | am con-
fident that Mexico will emerge a stronger and
more prosperous nation.

————
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, |
rise tonight to express my appreciation and
thanks to the faculty of Dongguk University for
the Honorary Doctorate in Political Science
they bestowed upon me during my recent visit
to South Korea. | wish to also recognize my
friends in Korea and at Dongguk University
who help make the conferral of this Honorary
Doctorate possible. These individuals include:
President Young-Kyo Oh and President Dong-
Jin Sohn of Dongguk University, Governor
Kwan-Yong Kim of Gyeongsangbuk-do Prov-
ince, Mayor Sang-Seung Baek of Gyeongju
City, former Korean Ambassador to the U.S.
Tae-Sik Lee and Mrs. Lee, Mr. and Mrs. II-
Hwan Cho and Mr. and Mrs. Dong-Suk Kim of
the Korean American Voter's Council in New
York.

| have always believed that the Republic of
Korea is one of America’s most committed
friends and allies, and the warmth and hospi-
tality extended to me and my wife during our
stay in April reinforced my belief that the
bonds that bind the people of the United
States together with the people of South
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Korea are as strong today as they have ever
been.

Even so, | believe we should always look for
opportunities to strengthen our alliance and
friendship and one of the key areas of oppor-
tunity is passage of the U.S.-Korea Free
Trade Agreement.

During my stay, | had the privilege of meet-
ing with Foreign Minister Myung-Hwan Yu, Na-
tional Security Advisor Sung-Hwan Kim, Chair-
man Jin Park of the Korean National Assem-
bly Foreign Affairs Committee, our U.S. Em-
bassy senior officials and the American Cham-
ber of Commerce in Korea. In practically every
meeting, the U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agree-
ment was high on the agenda. No agreement
or treaty is ever perfect, as it is always a prod-
uct of compromise. And | agree that Congress
has a legitimate right to debate the merits of
the agreement; so let’s have that debate; let’s
take this agreement out of legislative limbo,
bring it to the House Floor, have an honest up
or down vote, and let the chips fall where they
may, Madam Speaker. | think we owe our
South Korean friends that much respect be-
cause there’s more at stake here than just
economic growth; this Free Trade Agreement
recognizes our special relationship with South
Korea and reinforces the message that the
United States stands squarely behind our
friends and allies.

Madam Speaker, | would like to ask unani-
mous consent to place in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD a copy of the remarks | delivered at
Dongguk University, entitled: “The Korea-U.S.
Alliance Partnership.” And | would also ask all
of my colleagues to join me in recognizing the
historic significance of the U.S.-Korea alliance
and its growing importance in the years to
come.

President Young-Kyo Oh, distinguished
members of the faculty, and students of
Dongguk University, ladies and gentlemen
and friends: Thank you for your kind intro-
duction. It is a great pleasure to be here
today in the heart of Korea’s ancient capital
city. We are surrounded by history, culture
and the memories and friendship that our
nations have made together through battles
and treaties, commerce and trade.

When I think about this partnership, one
particular Korean-American friend comes to
mind. His name is Johnny Yune. When John-
ny was eleven years old, his family’s home
town was bombed by communist forces. As
they attempted to flee, a particular blast
knocked Johnny off his feet and sent him
tumbling to a ditch where he was left to die.
An American soldier named Private Brown
found Johnny, rescued him from the ditch
and saved his life that day.

In the weeks and months that followed, the
Yune family got to know this Private Brown
very well. Johnny remembers how he used to
come over to his home, unshaven, with a gui-
tar on his back and a truck full of rationed
food. Private Brown would sing and teach
them American songs like ‘‘Oh Susanna’ and
give them candy. Johnny is alive today be-
cause of that American soldier; and, al-
though he never saw the Private once his
unit had moved on, Johnny never forgot his
kindness. In his career as a television and
movie star, he often speaks of the war hero.

The virtues of the personal relationship be-
tween Private Brown and Johnny are not
limited to this experience. In a greater sense,
The United States and Korea also share a
very special relationship.

The United States and the Republic of
Korea first became partners more than 125
years ago, when we signed a treaty of amity
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