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“‘(A) where the service provided by individ-
uals serving with the entity to a vulnerable
population described in paragraph (2)(B) is
episodic in nature or for a 1-day period;

‘“(B) where the cost to the entity of com-
plying with this subsection is prohibitive;

‘(C) where the entity is not authorized, or
is otherwise unable, under State law, to ac-
cess the national criminal history back-
ground check system of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation;

‘(D) where the entity is not authorized, or
is otherwise unable, under Federal law, to
access the national criminal history back-
ground check system of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation; or

‘“(BE) to which the Corporation otherwise
provides an exemption from this subsection
for good cause.”.

(b) FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR A SYSTEM OF
CRIMINAL HISTORY CHECKS FOR EMPLOYEES
AND VOLUNTEERS.—

(1) FEASIBILITY STUDY ON EFFICIENCY AND
EFFECTIVENESS REGARDING CRIMINAL HISTORY
CHECK.—The Attorney General of the United
States shall conduct a study that shall ex-
amine, to the extent discernible and as of the
date of the study, the following:

(A) The state of criminal history checks
(including the use of fingerprint collection)
at the State and local level, including—

(i) the available infrastructure for con-
ducting criminal history checks;

(ii) the State system capacities to conduct
such criminal history checks; and

(iii) the time required for each State to
process an individual’s fingerprints for a na-
tional criminal history background check
through the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
from the time of fingerprint collection to the
submission to the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation.

(B) The likelihood that each State would
participate in a nationwide system of crimi-
nal history checks to provide information re-
garding participants to entities receiving as-
sistance under the national service laws.

(C) The number of participants that would
require a fingerprint-based national criminal
history background check under the national
service laws.

(D) The impact of the national service laws
on the Integrated Automated Fingerprint
Identification System of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation in terms of capacity and im-
pact on other users of the system, including
the effect on the work practices and staffing
levels of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

(E) The fees charged by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, States, local agencies, and
private companies to collect and process fin-
gerprints and conduct criminal history
checks.

(F') The existence of model or best practice
programs regarding conducting criminal his-
tory checks that could easily be expanded
and duplicated in other States.

(G) The extent to which private companies
are currently performing criminal history
checks, and the possibility of using private
companies in the future to perform any of
the criminal history check process, includ-
ing the collection and transmission of finger-
prints and fitness determinations.

(H) The cost of development and operation
of the technology and the infrastructure nec-
essary to establish a nationwide fingerprint-
based and other criminal background check
system.

(I) The extent of State participation in the
procedures for background checks under the
National Child Protection Act of 1993 (42
U.S.C. 5119 et seq.).

(J) The extent to which States provide ac-
cess to nationwide criminal history checks
to organizations that serve children.

(K) The extent to which States permit vol-
unteers and other individuals to appeal ad-
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verse fitness determinations, and whether
similar procedures are required at the Fed-
eral level.

(L) Any privacy concerns that may arise
from nationwide criminal background
checks for participants.

(M) Any other information determined rel-
evant by the Attorney General.

(2) INTERIM REPORT.—Based on the findings
of the study under paragraph (1), the Attor-
ney General shall, not later than 6 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress an interim report, which may in-
clude recommendations regarding criminal
history checks for individuals that seek to
volunteer with organizations that work with
children, the elderly, or individuals with dis-
abilities.

(3) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Attorney General shall submit to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary and the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of
the Senate and to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary and the Committee on Education and
Labor of the House of Representatives, a
final report including recommendations re-
garding criminal history checks for partici-
pants under the national service laws, which
may include—

(A) a proposal for grants to States to de-
velop or improve programs to collect finger-
prints and perform criminal history checks
for individuals that seek to volunteer with
organizations that work with children, the
elderly, or individuals with disabilities; and

(B) recommendations for amendments to
the National Child Protection Act of 1993 and
the Volunteers for Children Act so that enti-
ties receiving assistance under the national
service laws can promptly and affordably
conduct nationwide criminal history back-
ground checks on their employees and volun-
teers.

(4) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection, the
terms ‘‘authorizing committees’, ‘‘partici-
pants’’, and ‘‘national service laws’’ have the
meanings given such terms in section 101 of
the National and Community Service Act of
1990 (42 U.S.C. 12511).

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Notwithstanding sec-
tion 6101, subsection (b) shall take effect on
the date of enactment of this Act.

SA 728. Ms. MIKULSKI (for herself
and Mr. ENZI) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 687 proposed by Ms. MI-
KULSKI (for herself and Mr. ISAKSON) to
the bill H.R. 1388, entitled ‘“‘The Ed-
ward M. Kennedy Serve America Act,
an Act to reauthorize and reform the
national service law.”’; as follows:

On page 26, line 25, strike ‘‘for this part”
and insert ‘‘for this subtitle”.

On page 60, line 11, strike ‘‘the report’” and
insert ‘‘the report described in subsection
©)".

On page 67, line 15, strike ‘‘places’ and in-
sert ‘‘place’.

On page 81, line 4, insert before the semi-
colon the following: ‘‘, and sending care
packages to Members of the Armed Forces
who are deployed’.

On page 92, line 25, strike ‘‘heath’ and in-
sert ‘‘health”.

On page 103, lines 16 and 17, strike ‘‘sub-
titles B and C”’ and insert ‘‘subtitle B”’.

On page 272, line 17, strike ‘‘be focused”
and insert ‘‘propose to focus’.

On page 272, line 21, strike ‘‘be focused”
and insert ‘‘propose to focus’.

On page 276, line 6, strike ‘‘the highest”
and insert ‘‘high”.

SA 729. Mr. HATCH proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 1388, ‘‘Enti-
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tled The Edward M. Kennedy Serve
America Act, an Act to reauthorize and
reform the national service law.”; as
follows:

Amend the title so as to read: Entitled The
Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act, and
Act to reauthorize and reform and national
service laws.”’

NOTICE OF HEARING

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce that the Senate
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources will hold a business meeting on
Tuesday, March 31, 2009 at 10 a.m., in
room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.

The purpose of the Business Meeting
is to consider pending legislation and
the nomination of Thomas L. Strick-
land to be Assistant Secretary for Fish
and Wildlife and Parks, Department of
the Interior.

For further information, please con-
tact Sam Fowler at (202) 224-7571 or
Amanda Kelly at (202) 224-6836.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, March 26, 2009, at
9:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
March 26, 2009 at 9:30 a.m., to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘‘Enhancing Investor
Protection and the Regulation of Secu-
rities Markets—Part I1.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, March 26, 2009, at 10:30 a.m.,
in room 50 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate to conduct a
hearing on Thursday, March 26, 2009, at
9:30 a.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building.
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