March 9, 2009

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 674. Mr. CORNYN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 1105, making omnibus appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2009, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 674. Mr. CORNYN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 1105, making omni-
bus appropriations for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2009, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title I of divi-
sion F, insert the following:

SEC. . No funds made available under
this Act shall be used to implement the Ex-
ecutive Order dated January 30, 2009, entitled
“Notification of Employee Rights Under
Federal Labor Laws’ to the extent that the
implementation of such order is in conflict
with Executive Order 13201, dated February
17, 2001.

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I wish
to announce that the Committee on
Rules and Administration will meet on
Wednesday, March 11, 2009, at 10:00 a.m.
to receive testimony on ‘‘Voter Reg-
istration: Assessing Current Prob-
lems.”

Individuals and organizations that
wish to submit a statement for the
hearing record are requested to contact
the Chief Clerk, Lynden Armstrong, at
202-224-6352.

For further information regarding
this hearing, please contact Jean
Bordewich at the Rules and Adminis-
tration Committee 202-224-6352.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources. The hearing
will be held on Thursday, March 12,
2009, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to con-
sider the nomination of David Hayes to
be Deputy Secretary of the Interior.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record may do so by
sending it to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, United States
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510-6150, or
by e-mail to Aman-
da kelly@energy.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Sam Fowler at (202) 224-7571 or
Amanda Kelly at (202) 224-6836.
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Finance be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Monday,
March 9, 2009, at 5 p.m., in room 215 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions be authorized to meet during the
session of the Senate, to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘‘Preventing Worker
Exploitation: Protecting Individuals
with Disabilities and Other Vulnerable
Problems’” on Monday, March 9, 2009.
The hearing will commence at 2:30 p.m.
in room 430 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
wish to make a request for the distin-
guished Senator of Connecticut and
ask unanimous consent that Ellen
Cohen, a fellow on the staff of Senator
LIEBERMAN, be granted floor privileges
for the duration of this debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that Gustavo
Delgado, Jr., be granted the privilege
of the floor for the remainder of the
consideration of the omnibus bill. Mr.
Delgado is a member of my staff.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection it is so ordered.

RAISING THE CASE OF ROBERT
LEVINSON

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. Con. Res. 4 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the concurrent
resolution by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 4)
calling on the President and the allies of the
United States to raise the case of Robert
Levinson with officials of the Government of
Iran at every level and opportunity, and urg-
ing officials of the Government of Iran to
fulfill their promises of assistance to the
family of Robert Levinson and to share in-
formation on the investigation into the dis-
appearance of Robert Levinson with the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

S2915

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, exactly two years ago today, Bob
Levinson went missing while on a busi-
ness trip to Kish Island, Iran. Bob
Levinson checked out of his hotel on
March 9, 2007, and got in a taxi cab to
head to the airport.

But he never checked in for his
flight. The authorities in Dubai and
surrounding countries have verified
that Mr. Levinson never arrived on any
flight from Iran or passed through
passport control.

I would like to recognize that Bob
Levinson’s wife Christine Levinson is
in the Senate today with her sister
Suzi Halpin.

Many of my fellow Senators and
their staffs have met with Christine
and cosponsored the resolution we are
aiming to pass today. She is a tireless
advocate of her husband’s case and I
thank her and her sister for coming to
Washington on this sad, but important
day.

So what happened to Bob Levinson?
We still do not know, although a man
named David Belfield, an American fu-
gitive from justice residing in Iran, and
one of the last people to see Bob
Levinson on Kish Island before his dis-
appearance, has claimed that the Gov-
ernment of Iran imprisoned Mr.
Levinson.

Mr. Belfield himself was detained by
Iranian security services after meeting
Bob Levinson at the hotel on March 8,
2007, the night before Mr. Levinson
vanished.

The Iranians claim they do not know
what happened to Bob Levinson, but I
believe they are not being completely
forthcoming. They promised in Decem-
ber 2007 that they would share the re-
sults of their investigation into Bob
Levinson’s case with his family. Presi-
dent Ahmadinejad stated in July 2008
that Iranian authorities would cooper-
ate with the FBI. We are still waiting
for the promised assistance.

Meanwhile, Christine and the rest of
the Levinson family pray every day for
Bob’s return. The past 2 years have
been incredibly hard on the family.

In the intervening time, Bob
Levinson has missed graduations and
report cards and sports events. He has
missed the first steps of his grandson
Ryan, and the birth of his grand-
daughter Grace Olivia.

I want to recognize the great per-
sonal courage Christine has shown in
travelling to Iran in December 2007 to
seek answers from the Iranians on
what happened to her husband.

She has steadfastly pursued this case
for 2 years now, giving press interviews
to publicize Bob’s plight and seek leads
on the case, engaging the Iranian Mis-
sion to the U.N., talking to Swiss dip-
lomats, speaking at rallies, making
trips to Washington to meet with Mem-
bers of Congress and officials at the
White House, the State Department
and the FBI.

At the same time, she also had to
juggle all her other duties as a mother
of seven and grandmother of two. I do
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