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The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JIM
WEBB, a Senator from the Common-
wealth of Virginia.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, You have been good to
us beyond our deserving, surrounding
us with the beauties of the Earth and
the glories of the skies. Make our Sen-
ators, this day, alert to Your provi-
dential movements. If their minds are
closed to Your truth, open them. If
their hearts are hardened, stir them. If
their ears are deaf to the cries of the
needy, unstop them. Revive in them a
desire to establish new thresholds of
hope for our Nation and world. Lord, be
near to them all their days, making
them lie down in the green pastures of
Your peace and leading them by the
still waters of Your wisdom.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JIM WEBB led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 9, 2009.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JIM WEBB, a Senator

Senate

from the Commonwealth of Virginia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.
Mr. WEBB thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
———
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
leader remarks, the Senate will resume
consideration of H.R. 1105, the appro-
priations bill. This legislation is open
for debate on the finite list of amend-
ments that were entered into last
week. There will be a series of rollcall
votes beginning around 5:30 p.m. today.
The votes will start at 5:30. I do not
know how many we will have, but it
appears we will have four votes at that
time.

———

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 542

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I believe S.
542 is due for a second reading.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the title of
the bill for the second time.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 542) to repeal the provision of law
that provides automatic pay adjustments for
Members of Congress.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I object to
any further proceedings on this legisla-
tion at this time.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard.

The bill will be placed on the cal-
endar.

————

OMNIBUS APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we came
very close last week to passing the

critically important Omnibus appro-
priations bill. At the last minute, one
Senator changed their mind, leaving us
one vote short of the 60 needed to stop
the filibuster. A decision was made,
though, later that night to allow more
debate, and we agreed on the next day,
Friday, to a finite list of amendments.
These amendments are the only ones in
order to this piece of legislation.

It is important we did that. It was
important to do because it is impor-
tant this legislation be passed. It is
necessary to continue the process be-
cause of the importance of this legisla-
tion. It will create jobs, expand access
to education, and protect our neighbor-
hoods. It will provide the Consumer
Product Safety Commission with the
resources necessary to ensure that
products such as toys are safe. This is
for families and, of course, their chil-
dren. This legislation will help families
avoid foreclosure and refinance into af-
fordable mortgages. It will help the De-
partment of Justice and the Depart-
ment of Treasury fight terrorism, drug
trafficking, and crime in our commu-
nities.

It will improve our environment with
investments in the Department of Inte-
rior and other agencies tasked with re-
ducing pollution. It will keep us
healthier with funds to fight ailments
and diseases. This legislation will edu-
cate and prepare our workforce, pro-
mote science and technology, and cre-
ate jobs. And, of course, it will help re-
build our crumbling roads, bridges, and
tunnels, and other projects that are so
vitally needed at this time to create
jobs. The Omnibus bill provides smart,
targeted investments in our country
and its future, and it reflects sound
compromise and cooperation between
Democrats and Republicans dating
back into last year.

We have not yet reached the finish
line on this legislation, but we are
close. Today we will move forward by
debating a number of amendments, as
we continue moving forward toward
passing this bill.
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STEM CELLS
Mr. REID. Mr. President, at 12
o’clock today, President Obama

brought new hope to millions of Ameri-
cans who suffer from afflictions that
one day might be cured. President
Obama’s executive order finally over-
turns the Bush administration’s flawed
policy on stem cells and restores sci-
entific integrity to our law and our
policy.

President Obama’s executive order
puts science above ideology and honors
the strong wishes of hundreds of lead-
ing medical and scientific associations,
research universities, patient advocacy
groups, and, most importantly, the
American people.

Since 2001, our most promising sci-
entists have been forced to work lit-
erally with one hand tied behind their
back. The President’s action today
sends a message to the millions who
suffer that help—and hope—are on the
way.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

Oh, I see my friend here.

Mr. President, through the Chair I
ask my friend from South Carolina, are
you ready to take the floor?

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

NATIONAL READING MONTH

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
69.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the resolu-
tion by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 69) designating March
2009 as ‘‘National Reading Month’ and au-
thorizing the collection of nonmonetary
book donations in Senate office buildings
during the period beginning March 9, 2009
and ending March 27, 2009 from Senators and
officers and employees of the Senate to as-
sist elementary school students in the Wash-
ington, DC metropolitan area.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid on
the table, there be no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and that any state-
ments relating to this matter be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The resolution (S. Res. 69) was agreed
to.
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The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
S. RES. 69

Whereas literacy is a learned skill that is
improved through practice and regular read-
ng;

Whereas public and school libraries play an
important role in helping children learn to
read and gain critical information literacy
skills by providing easy and free access to
books and other information on a wide range
of topics;

Whereas the reading of books with children
improves children’s language, cognitive, and
literacy skills;

Whereas research demonstrates that read-
ing aloud with children is the single most
important activity for helping them become
successful readers;

Whereas quality children’s books and the
continued efforts of educators, parents, and
volunteer reading partners can instill a love
of reading that will last a lifetime;

Whereas school reading programs provide
students with a chance to improve their
reading skills and take pleasure in stories;

Whereas such programs have a profound
and lasting positive impact on a child’s life
through improved reading comprehension,
motivation, and achievement, as well as im-
proved overall academic performance, class-
room behavior, self-confidence, and social
skills; and

Whereas all people of the United States
can help celebrate the importance of reading
by donating children’s books, volunteering
to read to and mentor young students, and
supporting public policies aimed at improv-
ing literacy rates: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, Notwithstanding any other rules
and regulations of the Senate—

(1) the Senate designates March 2009 as
‘“‘National Reading Month’’;

(2) a Senator or officer or employee of the
Senate may solicit another Senator or offi-
cer or employee of the Senate within Senate
buildings for nonmonetary book donations
during the period beginning March 9, 2009
and ending March 27, 2009 to assist elemen-
tary school students in the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan area, if such solicitation does
not otherwise violate any rule or regulation
of the Senate or any Federal law; and

(3) a Senator or officer or employee of the
Senate may work with a nonprofit organiza-
tion with respect to the delivery of dona-
tions described in paragraph (2).

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

OMNIBUS APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2009

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
H.R. 1105, which the clerk will report
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1105) making omnibus appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Ensign amendment No. 615, to strike the
restrictions on the District of Columbia Op-
portunity Scholarship Program.

Kyl amendment No. 631, to require the Sec-
retary of State to certify that funds made

March 9, 2009

available for reconstruction efforts in Gaza
will not be diverted to Hamas or entities
controlled by Hamas.

Kyl amendment No. 629, to provide that no
funds may be used to resettle Palestinians
from Gaza into the United States.

Kyl amendment No. 630, to require a report
on countersmuggling efforts in Gaza.

McCain amendment No. 593, to prohibit the
use of certain funds provided in the bill.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from South Caro-
lina.

Mr. DEMINT. Mr. President, every-
one is well aware our country is going
through some serious tribulation eco-
nomically. The whole world, in fact, is
dealing with serious economic troubles.

There are signs of hope in many
areas of our economy. I think it is im-
portant for us, particularly those of us
in elected office, to recognize those
good things, and that the strength of
the American people will certainly pull
us out of this hole, as they have many
times in the past.

Hopefully, what we do here in Wash-
ington will help and not hurt. I think
everyone is aware a large part of our
recession is the banking and credit
problem. Certainly, if it did not cause
it, it made it much worse, and con-
tinues to today.

Unfortunately, the new administra-
tion and the Congress have not put
forth any plan to fix our credit crisis,
to make our banks work appropriately.
While many of them are calling me to
remind me they are loaning money,
they are working, there is still a lot we
need to do in the credit area that we
have not fixed.

Unfortunately, the trillion-dollar so-
called stimulus plan we passed only a
couple weeks ago—all borrowed
money—did not address the credit/
banking problem. It addressed issues
that had nothing to do with the reces-
sion. The stimulus provided a lot of ad-
ditional funds for education, health
care, and infrastructure—a lot of good
things. But those things did not cause
our recession, and they are certainly
not going to get us out of it.

I think the failure to bring forth a
plan that addresses the real causes of
the recession has many people around
the country wondering what we are
thinking. The fact is, what we are
thinking is about the next election and
not the next generation. It has become
clear we are not addressing the real
causes of the problems but are doing
things that are more politically bene-
ficial than beneficial to our economy.

As we deal with the difficult eco-
nomic situation, it is almost hard to
see the White House going in a lot of
different directions, and some that are
especially painful, particularly the
issue of life. The new President cam-
paigned on reducing the number of
abortions, but in the first month or 6
weeks of his Presidency, he has
changed the rule where now the Amer-
ican taxpayer is funding abortions all
around the world. They put forth an
Executive order to strike the con-
science clause, which means we are
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