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The cadets have participated in numerous
community projects that have respectfully
earned them as many as 3,200 “man hours”
in the 2007/2008 school year. | want to recog-
nize several projects that the JROTC partici-
pated in this year. They have provided color
guard presentations at many events around
town. At Christmas time, the cadets sent care
packages to our soldiers overseas. Locally,
they sponsored as many as eighteen “angels”
during the holidays to help provide impover-
ished families with presents. They have col-
lected canned food for several needy families.
They have participated in a local fall festival
held at one of the Klein Elementary schools.
Many of the cadets have served on individual
service projects at their local churches, animal
shelters and the YMCA. There are countless
other service projects this group participates in
throughout the community, all of which testi-
fies to the quality of students in the great state
of Texas.

The cadet’'s service and patriotism to our
nation sets them apart as role models to other
students. | know that the residents of the
Spring Klein area are proud of their many ac-
complishments and happy that the Flying Ti-
gers were chosen, out of thousands of appli-
cants, to march in the 56th inaugural parade.
It will be a momentous occasion for the stu-
dents, school district and the patriotic commu-
nities in the second district of Texas. | applaud
them for their tremendous achievement and
wish them the best of luck in the future.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2009

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, in accord-
ance with House earmark reforms, | would like
to place in the RECORD a listing of the con-
gressionally-directed projects | have requested
in my home state of Idaho that are contained
in the report of HR 1105, the Omnibus Appro-
priations Act of 2009.

I'd like to take just a few minutes to de-
scribe why | support these projects and why
they are valuable to the nation and its tax-
payers.

DIVISION A—AGRICULTURE

The report contains $254,000 in ARS Sala-
ries and Expenses for NW Center for Small
Fruits in Corvallis, Oregon. The Small Fruits
Initiative-Plant Improvement project will build
upon the strengths of existing cooperative re-
search programs aligned through the North-
west Center for Small Fruits Research. This
ongoing tri-state program supports the devel-
opment of small fruits as an alternative agri-
culture crop in the Pacific Northwest. The
funding will strengthen existing programs
throughout the region and add key programs
to fill in critical gaps that are not met by the
existing infrastructure associated with the Cen-
ter, providing key resources for ldaho sci-
entists to address problems that negatively im-
pact the emerging berry, grape, and wine in-
dustries in the Northwest. This request is con-
sistent with the intended purpose of this ac-
count.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the University of Idaho, located at 875 Pe-
rimeter Drive, Moscow, Idaho 83844 through
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the USDA’s ARS located at 29603 U of |
Lane, Parma, Idaho, 83660.

The report contains $650,000 in Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, salaries and
expenses, for Greater Yellowstone Inter-
agency Brucellosis Committee. Idaho, Mon-
tana, and Wyoming are each required by law
to manage brucellosis-infected wildlife within
their borders in order to prevent the spread of
brucellosis to non-infected wildlife, cattle, or
domestic bison. The Committee is coordi-
nating with federal, state, and private actions
in eliminating brucellosis from wildlife in the
Greater Yellowstone Area and preventing
transmission of this disease from wildlife to
livestock. The funding will be used to develop
and implement brucellosis herd unit manage-
ment plans; to perform functions and duties of
Idaho relative to the Greater Yellowstone
Interagency Brucellosis Committee; to conduct
brucellosis prevention, surveillance, control
and eradication activities in ldaho and the
Greater Yellowstone Area. This request is
consistent with the intended purpose of this
account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the Idaho State Department of Agriculture,
located at 2270 Old Penitentiary Road, Boise,
Idaho 83712.

The report contains $176,000 in Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, salaries and
expenses, for the Nez Perce Bio-Control Cen-
ter. The Nez Perce Bio-Control Center is au-
thorized by the Noxious Weed Control and
Eradication Act of 2004 and manages and es-
tablishes nurseries to increase biological con-
trol organism availability, distribute biological
control organisms, monitor their impacts, and
provide an increased number of annual tech-
nology transfer workshops to Cooperative
Weed Management Areas and other land-
owners and managers regionally. This funding
will continue the partnership between USDA
and the Nez Perce Tribe to maximize the ef-
fectiveness of implementing a complete bio-
control of weeds program in an Integrated
Weed Management strategy. The Center will
increase the availability of agents for land-
owners and managers throughout the region.
Biological control offers long-term manage-
ment of invasive weeds and can be used with
other integrated pest management ap-
proaches. This request is consistent with the
intended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the Nez Perce Tribe Bio-Control Center, lo-
cated at 102 Agency Road, Lapwai, ldaho
83540.

The report contains $514,000 in CSREES,
research and education, for the Barley for
Rural Development Project. Funding for this
program will support research directed at the
continued development of improved malt,
feed, cellulosic ethanol and food barley vari-
eties for growers and value added end-users
in rural ldaho, Montana, and North Dakota
communities. This research is starting to ex-
pand and meet market opportunities, address-
ing the critical need of growers in production
agriculture to increase economic yield, en-
hance domestic and international market ac-
cess, improve production technologies, better
compete with Canadian imports and reduce
dependence on government subsidies. Re-
search supported by this project will increase
the manufacture and sale of value-added bar-
ley products (malt, beer, fuel, food, livestock)
in these states, having a substantial positive
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impact on their economies, supporting jobs,
generating business activity, and federal,
state, and local tax revenue. Maintenance of
the strength of barley in the Idaho economy
requires continual efforts to improve crop qual-
ity and productivity. This can only be accom-
plished by investing in strong research pro-
grams that keep the industry at the forefront.
This request is consistent with the intended
purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the University of Idaho, located at 875 Pe-
rimeter Drive, Moscow, Idaho 83844.

The report contains $235,000 in CSREES,
research and education, for the Cool Season
Legume Research Project. This program is an
aggressive cooperative research program be-
tween the USDA, the University of ldaho, and
the University of Washington that seeks new,
high yielding, high quality, nutritious dry pea,
lentil, and chickpea varieties to meet producer
and consumer needs. This research focuses
on the breeding of new, superior varieties of
legumes; management of nematodes, insects,
plant diseases and weeds that can limit pro-
duction; and reduction of soil erosion and
water degradation associated with production,
as well as the development of value-added
new products. The technology being gen-
erated through the research is essential for
the pea, lentil, and chickpea industries to re-
main competitive and profitable. This request
is consistent with the intended purpose of this
account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the University of Idaho, located at 875 Pe-
rimeter Drive, Moscow, ldaho 83844.

The report contains $603,000 in CSREES,
research and education, for Increasing Shelf
Life of Ag Commodities. In order to prevent
serious food safety issues, this project will
fund research and development of bio-elec-
tronic sensors that can detect the presence of
microbial pathogens in food and food prod-
ucts. Preventative detection and treatment at
the agricultural commodity level and fast, ac-
curate detection of biological pathogens and
dangerous food toxins is an important element
for ensuring safety and shelf life. The research
being conducted in this area at the University
of ldaho will advance and expand previous
work on biosensor systems to further enhance
preventative detection and treatment of bio-
logical pathogens and dangerous food toxins.
This request is consistent with the intended
purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the University of ldaho, located at 875 Pe-
rimeter Drive, Moscow, Idaho 83844.

The report contains $349,000 in CSREES,
research and education, for Potato Cyst Nem-
atode Research. This funding will be used by
the University of Idaho for research and devel-
opment of means to eradicate and better pro-
tect the ldaho potato crop from the soil-borne
pathogen potato cyst nematode, hardened
nematode bodies filled with eggs which can
persist in the soil for up to 25 years. Current
eradication depends upon methyl bromide,
which is not totally effective and which may be
banned because of its ozone depleting prop-
erties, as well as other chemicals which are
even less effective and several of which may
also be banned. The funds will be used to
maximize the efficiency of methyl bromide
while it is available and develop new “green”
replacement eradicants (such as green ma-
nure or biologically derived nematicides) and
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procedures (advance hatching frequency), as
well as to improve planting material screening
procedures and to study plant-vectorvirus rela-
tionships, which may also lead to new ways to
fight potato viruses.

FYO08 funding established the groundwork,
and the University of Idaho is now prepared to
fully implement the needed research. This
project will work in concert with the ongoing
USDA eradication program by providing new
methods of treatment. This crop pest can re-
sult in 80% yield reductions and has nega-
tively affected agricultural trade. There is a
good chance that if this threat is addressed
with adequate research and treatment it can
be eliminated. This request is consistent with
the intended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the University of Idaho College located at
875 Perimeter Drive, Moscow, Idaho 83844.

The report contains $1.037 million for potato
research (CSREES). This funding would be
used to support an on-going research program
that provides critical support to the potato in-
dustry through the development of new potato
varieties and resistance to disease and pests.
The ARS research station at Aberdeen, Idaho,
has produced eight new potato varieties, and
it has participated in the development of
twelve other varieties nationwide. With the in-
creasing threat of disease and pests, new va-
rieties are crucial for America’s agriculture
community. This request is consistent with the
intended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the University of Idaho, located at 875 Pe-
rimeter Drive, Moscow, Idaho 83844 through
the Cooperative State Research, Education,
and Extension Service. Research will be per-
formed at the United States Department of Ag-
riculture’s Agriculture Research Service, Pa-
cific West Area, located at 1691 S. 2700 W.,
Aberdeen, Idaho 83210.

The report contains $8.294 million in Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service, salaries
and expenses, for Potato Cyst Nematode
Eradication. The USDA is currently conducting
an aggressive eradication program to address
the outbreak of Potato Cyst Nematode in
Idaho, the first discovery in the U.S. This pest
can result in up to 80% crop reductions, and
agricultural trade has already been affected. It
is imperative that our trading partners know
we are aggressively addressing this issue.
Furthermore, this pest has a very high risk of
dispersion. While it is currently confided to a
small area in Eastern Idaho, it is very conceiv-
able that, if left untreated, this pest can
spread, affecting crops other than potatoes.
Through this funding, the program will con-
tinue to adequately address this issue, and
there is a good potential the pest could be
eradicated. This request is consistent with the
intended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the United States Department of Agriculture,
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service lo-
cated at 1400 Independence Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C.

DIVISION B—COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE

The report contains $1,000,000 in the
COPS Meth account for the Idaho Meth
Project. Methamphetamine trafficking and
abuse in Idaho has been on the rise over the
past few years and, as a result, Meth is hav-
ing a devastating impact in many communities
throughout the State. Meth is the number one
illegal drug of choice in Idaho and the State’s
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leading drug problem. The financial and social
consequences of Meth abuse in Idaho are
devastating. It is a contributing cause for much
of the crime in Idaho, costs millions of dollars
in productivity, contributes to the ever increas-
ing prison populations and adversely impacts
families. The Idaho Meth Project is a large-
scale, statewide prevention and public aware-
ness program designed to reduce the preva-
lence of first-time methamphetamine abuse in
Idaho by influencing attitudes through high-im-
pact advertising. Based on the successful
Meth Project model developed in the state of
Montana, the Idaho Meth Project is focused
solely upon prevention and to achieve this
goal is active in three areas: Public Service
Messaging, Community Action and Public Pol-
icy. This request is consistent with the in-
tended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is Idaho Meth Project, located at 304 N. 8th
Street, Room 446, Boise, Idaho 83702.

The report contains $350,000 in the NOAA
account for the Boise Center Aerospace Lab-
oratory (BCAL) Watershed Modeling Utilizing
LiDAR at Idaho State University. ISU’s Depart-
ment of Geosciences has developed free spa-
tial analysis tools available to the public for re-
mote sensing and geographic information
sciences (GIS). The remote sensing tools in-
clude a downloadable toolbox for analyzing
light detection and ranging (LIDAR) data, pri-
marily for topography and vegetation in semi-
arid environments. LiDAR technology can also
provide topographic data below water. This
funding will allow the ISU to develop new
analysis tools for full-waveform LiDAR data to
enable continuous characterization from the
earth’s surface to the top of the vegetation
canopy. This type of analysis has improved
potential over multiple return LiDAR data for
understanding landscape processes in three
dimensions. Hyperspectral analysis (soils and
vegetation) will be coupled with the LiDAR
data for a full characterization, spectrally and
spatially of the landscape. These analyses will
allow for studies of vegetation structure, de-
pendence of vegetation, soils, and earth proc-
esses (e.g. fire, erosion) on topology (slope &
aspect, drainages, surface roughness) and will
provide up-to-date and precise flood plain
maps for rivers with built environments to
guide decisions on flood insurance coverage
and land use restrictions. These predictive
maps can also aid in evacuation of people and
livestock during an impending flood. This re-
quest is consistent with the intended purpose
of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is Idaho State University, located at 921 South
8th Avenue, Pocatello, Idaho 83209.

The report contains $350,000 in the NOAA
account for the Improved hydrologic modeling
of water resources for snow-dominated re-
gions at Boise State University. Mountain-front
communities in the western United States are
experiencing rapid population growth, putting
pressure on water resources. Wise use of
water resources must be founded on knowl-
edge of how water cycles through mountain-
front landscapes. However, hydrologic proc-
esses in such systems are poorly understood.
Understanding and forecasting these impacts
of these changes requires comprehensive hy-
drologic models driven by state-of-the-art tech-
nology and science. These funds will assist
with the development of an operational hydrol-
ogy model for mountain-front hydrologic sys-
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tems based on new research that advances
knowledge on physical mechanisms by which
water moves from mountains to valleys. The
hydrologic model will build upon and improve
current models used by the National Weather
Service by making use of satellite tech-
nologies. The hydrologic model will be capable
of assessing the impact of critical problems
such as urbanization and climate change on
water resources. This request is consistent
with the intended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is Boise State University, located at 1910 Uni-
versity Drive Boise, ID 83725-1135.

The report contains $880,000 in the COPS
Law Enforcement Technology Account for the
Idaho State Police to participate in the Crimi-
nal Information Sharing Alliance Network
(CISAnet). CISAnet is a fully functional infor-
mation-sharing network comprised of law en-
forcement agencies from ten states, including
Idaho. The program focuses on drug traf-
ficking and border security issues. Sharing of
criminal law enforcement information by and
between these ten states is vital to securing
an area regarded as one of the most vulner-
able to our nation’s security. These funds
would enable Idaho to continue participating in
CISAnet. This program has received federal
funding in previous fiscal years. This request
is consistent with the intended purpose of this
account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the Idaho State Police, located at 700 South
Stratford, Meridian, ID 83642.

DIVISION C—ENERGY AND WATER

The report contains $5 million within the
Army Corps of Engineers Section 595 pro-
gram for rural water infrastructure upgrades in
the Eastern Idaho Regional Wastewater Au-
thority. The funding was authorized in the
Water Resources Development Act. This fund-
ing is critical to assisting Idaho communities in
upgrading their water and wastewater treat-
ment facilities. In many cases, this funding is
required to comply with unfunded mandates
passed down by this Congress and federal
agencies. In addition, these funds help com-
munities in Idaho trying to attract new busi-
nesses and spur economic development. The
vital water funding in this bill will assist com-
munities in job creation and affordable housing
by offering improved services at lower costs
than would otherwise be possible. This re-
quest is consistent with the intended purpose
of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the Eastern Idaho Regional Wastewater Au-
thority, located at 101 S. Emerson Avenue
Shelley, Idaho 83274.

The report contains $1,427,250 in DOFE’s
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy for
the City of Boise’s Geothermal Expansion.
The Boise City geothermal system currently
provides a low cost, environmentally sound,
sustainable, locally provided heat source to
commercial and publicly owned buildings in
downtown Boise. Geothermal heat is consid-
ered a renewable source of energy and does
not rely on fossil fuels, nuclear power, mining
or damming of rivers and has zero emissions
into the atmosphere. This project will extend
the City of Boise geothermal pipeline system
to Boise State University and would have the
capacity to heat over two million square feet
on the campus. It would provide significant
cost savings as global energy costs increase
and geothermal services continue to expand
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to more facilities. This request is consistent
with the intended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the City of Boise, located at 150 N Capitol
Boulevard, Third Floor, Boise, Idaho 83702.

The report contains $2,498,639 in the DOE
Office of Science account for the Idaho Na-
tional Laboratory Center for Advanced Energy
Studies (CAES) at the Idaho National Labora-
tory (INL). CAES is a partnership between the
State of Idaho and its academic research insti-
tutions, the federal government through the
U.S. Department of Energy and the Idaho Na-
tional Laboratory managed by the Battelle En-
ergy Alliance, LLC. Through its collaborative
structure, CAES combines the efforts of these
institutions to provide timely energy research
on both technical and policy issues. The re-
search equipment obtained through this appro-
priation will enable the INL, Boise State Uni-
versity, ldaho State University, the University
of Idaho, other national universities and pri-
vate industry to support DOE by furthering col-
laboration on the advanced energy studies.
Through the resulting research, CAES will
contribute to the availability of carbon-neutral
renewable energy, such as biofuels for trans-
portation; the stewardship of the environment
including water resource management through
energy efficiency; the management of fossil
fuel energy systems; and the expansion of en-
ergy production from commercial nuclear
power while educating the next generation of
scientists, engineers, policymakers and the
public. This request is consistent with the in-
tended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the Idaho National Laboratory, located at
2525 North Freemont St., Idaho Falls, Idaho
83415.

The report contains $951,500 in the DOE
Office of Science account for the Idaho Accel-
erator Laboratory at Idaho State University.
The National Academy of Sciences recently
issued a report recommending that the federal
government should increase support to radio-
nuclide production, distribution and basic re-
search in production mechanisms; increase
the domestic production of medical radio-
nuclides through dedicated accelerators and
reactors; and educate the next generation of
medically-related nuclear scientists. The Idaho
Accelerator Center would develop a medical
isotope production facility that will serve re-
gional isotope needs, conduct basic research
in isotope production, educate the next gen-
eration of medically-related nuclear scientists
and partner with regional and national entities
in medical isotope distribution and use. This
program would meet regional and national
needs in education and isotope production
and would complement and enhance DOE’s
National Isotope Program. This request is con-
sistent with the intended purpose of this ac-
count.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the Idaho State University, located at 921
South 8th Avenue, Pocatello, ID 83209.

DIVISION D—FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GENERAL
GOVERNMENT

The report contains $200,000 in the Small
Business Administration for a research and
economic development and entrepreneurial
initiative at Boise State University. With this
funding, Boise State University will be able to
establish research partnerships with business
and governmental agencies to assist busi-
nesses in an effort to preserve free competi-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

tive enterprise and to maintain and strengthen
the overall economy of the State of Idaho. The
federal funds being requested will be used to
match private and public sector dollars and in-
kind contributions to conduct collaborative re-
search that creates intellectual property, cre-
ates jobs and ultimately leads to the benefit
and growth of the Idaho business community.
The funds will also be used to develop the
necessary infrastructure to mine, protect and
assess the commercialization potential of the
intellectual property that is developed as a re-
sult of these efforts. This healthy business cli-
mate is critical to the economic strength of
Idaho, the region and the nation; the innova-
tion and entrepreneurial spirit that originates
from this sector helps the United States com-
pete in today’s global marketplace. This re-
quest is consistent with the intended purpose
of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is Boise State University, located at 1910 Uni-
versity Drive, Boise, ID 83725-1135.

The report also contains $200,000 in the
Small Business Administration for the Water
Cooler, a business development center in
Boise, Idaho. The Water Cooler is a collabo-
rative project that will create a nonprofit busi-
ness development center for synergistic,
emerging businesses and interests in Boise’s
creativity economy. The facility will sublease
office space to small businesses and organi-
zations; provide meeting, seminar and event
space; offer a small business services center
(copy, printing, IT, Wi-Fi, video conferencing
and the like) and serve as a networking and
idea hub for the next generation of organiza-
tions in the areas of technology, film/arts, en-
tertainment, media, venture capital, adver-
tising/marketing, legal and urban life. The
project will develop and facilitate strategies for
growing businesses and employment opportu-
nities in Boise and throughout Idaho. This re-
quest is consistent with the intended purpose
of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the Capital City Development Corporation,
located at 805 W. Idaho St. Ste. 403, Boise,
ID 83702.

DIVISION E—INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT AND RELATED

AGENCIES

The report contains $250,000 in STAG for
the City of Lava Hot Springs Wastewater Im-
provement project. Lava Hot Springs is a
small town of only 480 citizens. The city’s
wastewater treatment plant is currently dis-
charging pollutants into the Portneuf River,
and the city will be facing severe penalties
under current federal law. With such a small
population, the financial burden of coming into
compliance is immense. This project will im-
prove the collection system by replacing the
badly deteriorated sewer mains, correct grade
problems, and enlarge pipes. The problem of
debris buildup in the lagoons will be resolved
with flow meter, screens, and a grit removal
system all housed in a constructed headwork
building. This request is consistent with the in-
tended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the City of Lava Hot Springs, located at 115
West EIm, P.O. Box 187, Lava Hot Springs,
Idaho, 83246.

The report contains $150,000 in Save Amer-
ica’s Treasures for Restoration of the Rexburg
Historic Westwood Theater. Formerly known
as the Romance Theater, this circa 1917
building was the heart of entertainment for the
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rural communities of eastern Idaho offering
vaudeville theater, silent movies, and dance
recitals. One of the fastest growing commu-
nities in ldaho, Rexburg lacks a community
venue for the arts. The City of Rexburg is at-
tempting to restore the theater in order to pro-
vide a historical, cultural center for the growing
population. The building requires restoration of
the stage and auditorium and repairs to the
roof and brick work. The City has developed
a volunteer citizen committee to raise funding
through fund raisers and the Idaho Commis-
sion on the Arts. This request is consistent
with the intended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the City of Rexburg, Idaho, located at 12
North Center Street, P.O. Box 280, Rexburg,
Idaho, 83440.

The report contains $2,000,000 in LWCF for
Land Acquisition for Henry’s Lake ACEC. The
funding will be used to purchase a conserva-
tion easement on the historic Johnson Ranch,
on the west side of Henry’s Lake. The ranch
sustains an important wildlife migration cor-
ridor for game herds in the Yellowstone region
as well as the area’s scenic beauty. Roughly
2 million visitors travel through the Henry’s
Lake area every year. This conservation ease-
ment will continue existing ranching and agri-
cultural activities while protecting the land and
its wildlife from the subdivision and second
home development that is spreading in the Is-
land Park/Henry’s Lake area. This request is
consistent with the intended purpose of this
account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the Bureau of Land Management, located at
1405 Hollipark Drive, Idaho Falls, Idaho,
83401.

The report contains $500,000 in LWCF for
the Upper Snake/South Fork of the Snake
River ACEC. The funding will be used to se-
cure conservation easements from willing sell-
ers. The BLM has ranked the Upper Snake
South Fork as a top priority for land acquisi-
tion. As one of the nation’s premier fishing
destinations and recreational rivers, the Upper
Snake/South Fork of the Snake River, which
features outstanding fish habitat, water quality,
scenic vistas and one of the West's most ex-
tensive cottonwood riparian forests, is under
pressure from increasing population. The fund-
ing will facilitate protection of key lands in this
landscape and will preserve and protect nat-
ural habitat while simultaneously supporting
important recreational, and tourism opportuni-
ties in eastern Idaho. Additionally the lands
proposed for protection include important agri-
cultural lands that will remain in production
and private ownership. This request is con-
sistent with the intended purpose of this ac-
count.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the Bureau of Land Management, located at
1405 Hollipark Drive, Idaho Falls, Idaho,
83401.

The report contains $250,000 for the Idaho
Sage Grouse Management Plan. This funding
will be used to implement the state’s manage-
ment plan for the sage grouse population,
which is on the verge of being listed under the
Endangered Species Act. A decision by the
Fish and Wildlife Service could come as early
as this spring. Idaho is taking proactive steps
to recover this species before a listing is re-
quired, and the Sage Grouse Advisory Com-
mittee (SAC) is coordinating implementation of
a statewide management plan for sage
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grouse. Contained within the plan are over
100 conservation measures for stabilizing and
increasing populations of sage grouse in
Idaho. In addition, there are 11 Local Working
Groups that have completed or in the process
of forming local plans. These funds will aid in
implementing state and local plans and con-
tinuing the important on-the-ground work being
done by Local Working Groups, including
habitat restoration, monitoring, research, and
education. This request is consistent with the
intended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the Idaho Office of Species Conservation lo-
cated at 300 North 6th Street, Suite 101,
Boise, Idaho 83702.

DIVISION F—LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,

EDUCATION

The report contains $333,000 in the Depart-
ment of Education Elementary and Secondary
Education account for the Idaho Early Literacy
Project administered by the Lee Pesky Learn-
ing Center in Boise. The aim of the Idaho
Early Literacy Project is to educate new moth-
ers on the importance of early childhood lit-
eracy and math skills and providing them with
resources for educating their children to as-
sure that all children in Idaho are ready to
read when they enter school. This funding will
assist with the distribution of the research-
based booklet, Every Child Ready to Read:
Literacy Tips for Parents, to hospital maternity
wards across Idaho as well as the training of
child care providers throughout the state of
Idaho. The training of child care providers in-
cludes a face-to-face approach in larger popu-
lation centers and an on-line approach for re-
mote rural locations. The project provides that
children will receive literacy education at home
and in child care facilities, creating the “lan-
guage rich” upbringing necessary for success
in school. This request is consistent with the
intended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is Lee Pesky Learning Center, located at 3324
Elder Street, Boise, |D 83705.

The report contains $285,000 in the Health
Resources and Services Administration Health
Facilities and Services account for the Idaho
Caring Foundation for Children for dental serv-
ices for low-income children. As a dentist, |
understand the importance of proper dental
hygiene at a very young age. Serious health
and self-esteem problems can quickly evolve if
dental hygiene is neglected early in a child’s
development. The project will provide access
to needed dental services for 5,000 low-in-
come, uninsured Idaho children. These serv-
ices will be provided by our network of 120
Idaho dentists who provide dental services for
reduced fees and in partnership with the oral
health programs at all seven Idaho Health Dis-
tricts. Eligible children will be identified by
working in partnership with Idaho schools,
health departments, Head Start programs and
YMCA programs. All administrative costs for
this program will be donated by Regence
BlueShield of Idaho. This request is consistent
with the intended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is ldaho Caring Foundation for Children, lo-
cated at 1211 W. Myrtle, Suite 110, Boise, ID
83702.

The report contains $285,000 in the Depart-
ment of Education Elementary and Secondary
Education Account for the Idaho Falls Arts
Council ARTKade program for the purchase of
equipment. The Idaho Falls Arts Council is
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creating a two-story, 5000 square foot inter-
active visual arts education center for youth,
ages K-12, called ARTkade in downtown
Idaho Falls. This funding will go primarily to
purchase equipment to build the various arts
stations. The purpose of ARTkade is to stimu-
late and re-awaken young people’s interest in
the visual arts by using interactive learning,
computer technology and hands on festival
style art projects that capture their imagination
and redirect them to art education. The Coun-
cil is partnering with area schools in the devel-
opment and implementation of this facility (in
large part because many local schools do not
have full-time art teachers) and will be pro-
viding users with referral information about
other arts education opportunities in the re-
gion. This request is consistent with the in-
tended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is Idaho Falls Arts Council, located at 498 A
Street, Idaho Falls, ID 83402.

The report contains $143,000 in the Depart-
ment of Education Elementary and Secondary
Education account for the Life’s Kitchen, Inc.
life skills instruction programs for at-risk youth.
This program works to stop the cycle of home-
lessness and prevent dependence on public
assistance for at-risk, low-income youth (ages
16-20) through hands-on experience in the
culinary arts combined with life skills instruc-
tion. Life skill instruction ranges from teaching
students interview skills to personal financial
management, as well as job placement. Life’s
Kitchen provides an innovative 16-week edu-
cational program of hands-on work experience
training for young people who are at-risk and
living on the fringe of society. These hands-on
skills are developed while working in our three
food businesses: cafe, catering and contract
food. Students access the program through
high school counselors, employment agencies,
social workers, juvenile correction officers and
word-of-mouth. The funding provided will be
used to provide equipment and supplies need-
ed to run the mentoring and tutoring as well
as the culinary instruction portion of the pro-
grams. This request is consistent with the in-
tended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is Life’s Kitchen Inc., located at 1025 S. Cap-
itol Blvd. Boise, Idaho 83706.

The report contains $333,000 in the Health
Resources and Services Administration Health
Facilities and Services account for the ldaho
Oral Health Institute at Idaho State University.
The Idaho Oral Health Institute will provide a
center for oral health education, research, and
clinical practice in Idaho and the Pacific North-
west region of the United States. The Institute
will promote the highest quality of oral health
care by providing education in contemporary
clinical methods to oral health professionals,
innovative continuing education to practicing
health professionals and staff, collaboration
among oral health and health professions re-
searchers across the country and a state-of-
the-art oral health care facility including class-
rooms, clinics, and laboratories with leading
edge equipment and technology designed for
education and research. This request is con-
sistent with the intended purpose of this ac-
count.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is Idaho State University, located at 921 South
8th Avenue, Pocatello, Idaho 83209.

The report contains $285,000 in the Institute
of Museums and Library Services Museums
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and Libraries Account for the Discovery Cen-
ter of Idaho for exhibits and outreach. The
Discovery Center of Idaho is collaborating with
multiple partners to create a new model of
“hands-on” science center to captivate the at-
tention of and inspire tomorrow’s leaders and
innovators. The center will be a resource for
the region, with particular interest in serving
rural areas to help break the myth that innova-
tion is an urban phenomenon—and emphasize
the understanding that ingenuity is found
wherever and whenever an observant creative
human being has a problem to solve. This is
a tremendous opportunity to create a new ap-
proach to bridging the gap in science and
technology education particularly for the un-
derserved. This request is consistent with the
intended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is Discovery Center of Idaho, located at 131
Myrtle St., Boise, ID 83702.

The report contains $285,000 in the Depart-
ment of Education’s Higher Education account
for the College of Southern ldaho’s Pro-Tech
Training Program. This program will enable
the College to partner with other agencies to
identify training needs and to identify potential
candidates for employment. Data provided by
Region IV of the State of Idaho Economic De-
velopment Agency indicate that manufacturing
will be a leading employment area in the
Magic Valley with over 250 new jobs expected
over the next two years. The College of
Southern Idaho has identified a significant
educational demand for hi-tech manufacturing
and engineering and a need for in-depth train-
ing in the technological aspects of the design,
fabrication and manufacturing phases of pro-
duction. These jobs will require the type of
training that the College of Southern ldaho
can provide with great expertise. This funding
would be used to develop curriculum, imple-
ment new post-secondary educational-tech-
nical training degrees and programs at the
College. This request is consistent with the in-
tended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is College of Southern Idaho, located at 315
Falls Ave. Twin Falls, ID 83303-1238.

The report contains $285,000 in the Health
Resources and Services Administration Health
Facilities and Services account for St. Luke’s
Regional Medical Center's Children Health
Services Expansion. The Children’s Health
Services Expansion project provides an es-
sential increase in capacity for Pediatric Med-
ical/Surgical, Pediatric Intensive Care, Neo-
natal Intensive Care, Pediatric Oncology, and
Pediatric Surgical Suites and support areas, to
meet the needs of the rapidly growing popu-
lation in the hospital’s service area. The hos-
pital is spending millions on the expansion and
federal funds will represent only a small por-
tion of the project’s total costs. This request is
consistent with the intended purpose of this
account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center Ltd., lo-
cated at 190 E. Bannock Street, Boise, ID
83712.

The report contains $381,000 in the Health
Resources and Services Administration Health
Facilities and Services account for Madison
County Memorial Hospital. Madison County
Memorial Hospital services a growing area en-
compassing five counties and quite simply has
outgrown its facilities. Increased capacity for
obstetrics (Madison County Memorial Hospital
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has more births than any other hospital of its
size in the State of Idaho and possibly the na-
tion) and inpatient and outpatient surgeries is
needed. The size of this project is 70,000 sq.
feet of new construction and 85,000 sq. feet of
remodeling, with an overall budget of $49 mil-
lion and an equipment budget of over $7 mil-
lion. Federal funding will be used for nec-
essary medical equipment for the expanded
and remodeled facility and represents a very
small portion of the overall funding for this
project. This request is consistent with the in-
tended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is Madison County Memorial Hospital, located
at 450 East Main, Rexburg, ID 83440.

The report contains $190,000 in the Depart-
ment of Education Elementary and Secondary
Education account for ldaho SySTEMic Solu-
tion program at Boise State University. Idaho
SySTEMic Solution is a nationally relevant,
hands-on, project-based STEM learning sys-
tem (science, technology, engineering, &
math) designed to spur achievement and con-
fidence among elementary-age learners and
their teachers. Key project components will in-
clude: 1) a comprehensive teacher training
model that includes a one-week summer insti-
tute and ongoing site-based follow-up training
to boost the ability and confidence of elemen-
tary teachers; 2) implementation into demo-
graphically diverse schools (grades 1-5/6,
urban to suburban to rural, multicultural) of
curriculum-aligned learning lab systems that
have been shown to improve student scores in
math, science, and technology; and 3) re-
search and evaluation of results in accordance
with Idaho and national assessment standards
to maximize the effectiveness of transplanting
this solution to other U.S. states. This request
is consistent with the intended purpose of this
account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is Boise State University, located at 1910 Uni-
versity Drive, Boise, ID 83725-1135.

DIVISION I—TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND URBAN
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The report contains $285,000 in the HUD/
EDI account for the Custer County Economic
Development Initiative in Custer County, ID.
Custer County is overwhelmingly owned by
the federal government, creating enormous fi-
nancial challenges. The county has a very
small tax base with high costs for maintaining
roads and services over a very large area.
Funding would allow the county to purchase
and renovate an old middle school in Challis
that would become a government and busi-
ness center housing county offices and allow-
ing them to become ADA compliant. This
project received $100,000 in FY08, and fund-
ing of this request would complete the project.
This request is consistent with the intended
purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is Custer County, ldaho, located at 801 Main
Street, Challis, Idaho, 83226.

The report contains $1,961,750 in the
FHWA/Public Lands Highways account for the
City of Rocks Back Country Byway Relocation,
ID. This 16.7 mile long project is located on
the popular City of Rocks Back Country
Byway in Cassia County, Idaho, which pro-
vides the only direct access to the City of
Rocks National Reserve. When fully com-
pleted, the project will pave a 1.0 mile gravel
segment, reconstruct 15.7 miles of deficient
roadway, correct deteriorated road and slope
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conditions, provide a wider road with shoul-
ders and guardrail, and improve the road’s
alignment by reducing the number and sever-
ity of sharp curves and steep grades. These
improvements will increase safety for the driv-
ing public and provide safer access for bicycle
and pedestrian traffic. These improvements
will also significantly reduce the amount of on-
going maintenance required to keep the route
usable. Previous federal funding, FY 1999
through FY 2008, totals $12,827,000 including
$3.95 million in FY 2008. Full funding of this
request in FY 2009 will complete the project.
This request is consistent with the intended
purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the Idaho Department of Transportation, lo-
cated at 3311 West State Street, Boise, Idaho,
83707-1129.

The report contains $4,845,000 in the FTA/
Buses and Bus Facilities account for Buses
and Bus Facilities for the Idaho Transit Coali-
tion. Funding for this project will be used to
support essential transit systems in rural and
urban areas of the State of Idaho. This project
meets the criteria of the FTA’s Section 5209
Capital Program and has been funded by the
Committee since FY 2002. This request is
consistent with the intended purpose of this
account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the Community Transportation Association
of Idaho, located at 10480 Garverdale Court,
Bldg. 4, Suite 804A, Boise, |daho 83704.

The report contains $475,000 in the FHWA/
Interstate Maintenance Discretionary account
for the 1-84, Broadway Avenue to Gowen
Road Widening, Boise, ID. Funding will be
used for design of the project to add a third
east and westbound lane between Broadway
Avenue and Gowen Road on |-84. With fund-
ing, the project will be ready for construction
in FY10 in conjunction with the State of Ida-
ho’s Connecting Idaho projects in the Boise
area. Improving -84 through Boise and the
surrounding area is a priority for the State of
Idaho. In FY 2008, $1.5 million was appro-
priated for the I-84 Interchange at Broadway
Avenue that precedes this project, which is re-
quired to alleviate congestion and safety
issues caused by the continued fast growth in
the Treasure Valley. This project is included in
the -84 Boise Corridor Study adopted by the
Idaho Transportation Department and the
Community Planning Association of Southwest
Idaho (COMPASS) Boards in October of 2001
and part of the COMPASS Regional 2030
Long Range Transportation Plan, approved in
2006. This request is consistent with the in-
tended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is the ldaho Department of Transportation, lo-
cated at 3311 West State Street, Boise, Idaho
83707-1129.

The report contains $475,000 in the FTA/
Buses and Bus Facilities account for the
Treasure Valley Transit Facilities, Meridian, ID.
This project will fund site location and required
environmental analysis for up to one adminis-
tration facility and/or up to four bus transfer
centers to improve transit services in western
Ada and Canyon Counties, Idaho. The devel-
opment of transit facilities is a recommenda-
tion in the regional transit plan which charac-
terizes these transit centers as crucial to the
success of the transit system. These facilities
will support regional public transportation serv-
ices in the area. $9.5 million was authorized in

E471

SAFETEA-LU for the Boise Multi-Modal Cen-
ter (MMC). This project is part of the same
system and is included, as is the MMC, in the
regional capital facilities plan for transit in the
Treasure Valley. This project is the next phase
of development. Funds to date include
$288,000 in the FY2008 Appropriations Bill for
site location and the start of the environmental
analysis. Matching funds for this year total
$125,000. This request is consistent with the
intended purpose of this account.

The entity to receive funding for this project
is Valley Regional Transit, located at 830 N.
Main Street, Meridian, ldaho 83642.

| appreciate the opportunity to provide a list
of Congressionally-directed projects in my dis-
trict and an explanation of my support for
them.

(1.) $254,000 for NW Center for Small Fruits
in Corvallis, OR

(2.) $650,000 for Greater Yellowstone Inter-
agency Brucellosis Committee

(3.) $176,000 for the Nez Perce BioControl
Center

(4.) $926,000 for the Tri-State Predator
Control Program

(5.) $514,000 for the Barley for Rural Devel-
opment Project

(6.) $235,000 for the Cool Season Legume
Research Project

(7.) $603,000 for Increasing Shelf Life of Ag
Commodities

(8.) $349,000 for Potato Cyst Nematode Re-
search

(9.) $1.037 million for Potato Research
(CSREES)

(10.) $8.294 million for Potato Cyst Nema-
tode Eradication

(11.) $1,000,000 for the Idaho Meth Project

(12.) $350,000 for the Boise Center Aero-
space Laboratory (BCAL) Watershed Modeling
Utilizing LiIDAR; Idaho State University

(13.) $350,000 for the Improved hydrologic
modeling of water resources for snow-domi-
nated regions; Boise State University

(14.) $880,000 for Criminal Information
Sharing Alliance Network (CISAnet); Idaho
State Police

(15.) $5,000,000 for Rural Idaho water
projects; Eastern Idaho Regional Wastewater
Authority

(16.) $1,427,250 for Boise City Geothermal
System Expansion; City of Boise

(17.) $2,498,639 for the Idaho National Lab-
oratory Center for Advanced Energy Studies;
Idaho National Laboratory

(18.) $951,500 for the Idaho Accelerator
Center Production of Medical Isotopes; Idaho
State University

(19.) $200,000 for a research and economic
development and entrepreneurial initiative;
Boise State University

(20.) $200,000 for a business development
center, Capital City Development Corporation

(21.) $250,000 for City of Lava, Wastewater
Improvement (STAG)

(22.)  $150,000 for
Westwood Theater (SAT)

(23.) $2,000,000 for Land Acquisition for
Henry’s Lake ACEC (LWCF)

(24.) $500,000 for the Upper Snake/South
Fork of the Snake River ACEC (LWCF)

(25.) $250,000 for the Idaho Sage Grouse

(26.) $333,000 for Idaho Early Literacy
Project; Lee Pesky Learning Center

(27.) $285,000 for Dental services for low-
income children; Idaho Caring Foundation for
Children

Rexburg Historic
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(28.) $285,000 for ARTKade; Idaho Falls
Arts Council

(29.) $143,000 for Life skills instructions pro-
grams for at-risk youth; Life’s Kitchen Inc.

(30.) $333,000 for Idaho Oral Health Insti-
tute; Idaho State University

(31.) $285,000 for The Discovery Center of
Idaho exhibits and outreach; Discovery Center
of Idaho

(32.) $285,000 for College of Southern
Idaho Pro-Tech Training Program; College of
Southern Idaho

(33.) $285,000 for Children’s Health Serv-
ices Expansion; St. Luke’s Regional Medical
Center, Ltd

(34.) $381,000 for Madison Country Memo-
rial Hospital Construction and Renovation
Project; Madison County Memorial Hospital

(35.) $190,000 for Idaho SySTEMic Solution
program; Boise State University

(36.) $285,000 for Custer County to pur-
chase middle school building

(37.) $1,961,750 for the City of Rocks Back
Country Byway

(38.) $4,845,000 for the Idaho Transit Coali-
tion for Buses and Bus Facilities

(39.) $475,000 for -84 Broadway Avenue to
Gowen Road Widening

(40.) $475,000 for the Treasure Valley Tran-
sit Facilities

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION

OF H.R. 1105, OMNIBUS APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 25, 2009

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, today we come
to the House chamber to consider a package
of the remaining fiscal year 2009 appropria-
tions bills. We are five months late in acting
on these bills, and for no good reason.

The net effect of this delay is two-fold: One,
the delay has prevented a number of Federal
programs from making necessary mission
changes simply because those programs have
been frozen in-place under the CR.

Number two, the $410 billion contained in
this bill represents annual spending increases
for hundreds of programs. These increases
are well above necessary levels, especially
given that we just passed a stimulus bill that
carried $301 billion in new discretionary
spending—much of which is for the same pro-
grams contained in this omnibus measure,
and that we fund every year in the annual
process.

In short, many of the programs in this pack-
age will get a double dose of funding. Unfortu-
nately, this extra dose will be built into future
spending, and that’s not fair to the American
taxpayer—why, because it locks in trillion dol-
lar deficits.

Apart from the problems with the spending
totals in this package, we are allowing a laun-
dry list of policy issues to pass through Con-
gress without any public scrutiny.

A number of these policy issues are trou-
bling to many of us. For example, the omnibus
eliminates the “Reading First” Program within
the Department of Education. | don’t remem-
ber debating this issue in the stunted '09 proc-
ess.
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The “Reading First” Program was widely
supported for its emphasis on raising reading
levels, particularly among low-income children.
Just yesterday, | met with an elementary
school principal from lowa who praised the
program as one which has made a difference
to lots of children in my State.

Another policy change, done through a
funding reduction, is a de-emphasis on Yucca
Mountain. At a time when we need to be look-
ing at all forms of energy, why would we want
to halt construction and design work at Yucca
since nuclear waste storage is a big issue. At
a minimum, we should have had a debate on
this subject.

In the end, this entire process has been a
giant abdication of our responsibilities in this
body, representing a shameful performance.
Our constituents deserve better than the bill
before us represents.

| hope that for the FY 2010 funding cycle,
the majority will re-discover the value of reg-
ular order and transparency. In this way, we
can add a little more credibility to the process,
and the reputation of this House.

———

JULIE ROGERS “GIFT OF LIFE”
PROGRAM AND THEIR “SPIRIT
OF LOVE” AWARD WINNERS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2009

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, today
| am proud to pay tribute to the Julie Rogers
“Gift of Life” Program and the recipients of
their “Spirit of Love” awards for their commit-
ment to the fight against cancer and dedica-
tion to assisting the medically underserved in
Southeast Texas.

The Julie Rogers “Gift of Life” Program, es-
tablished in 1994 by Regina Rogers, began as
a tribute to her mother, a breast cancer sur-
vivor. Originally providing free mammograms
to women, shortly afterwards they expanded
to prostate screenings for men and cancer
education outreach. Since then, they have
provided over 13,500 mammograms and over
4,500 prostate screenings while conducting
over 450 educational presentations. The Pro-
gram has helped extend the lives of more than
135 people who found cancer after one of
their screenings. They grew from their humble
beginnings into one of the largest cancer
screening and awareness organizations of its
type in Texas.

Each year at their annual board meeting,
the “Gift of Life” Program presents both an in-
dividual and corporate “Spirit of Love” Awards
to honor those that have gone above and be-
yond the call of duty to help fight cancer and
spread awareness. This year, the late Todd
Christopher was awarded the Julie Rogers
“Spirit of Love” Award, while the TOTAL Port
Arthur Refinery was presented with the Cor-
porate “Spirit of Love” Award. Both deserve
the recognition for their dedication and com-
mitment to the community.

Todd Christopher was born and raised in
Beaumont, Texas. After graduating from
Texas A&M University, Todd moved back
home with an entrepreneur spirit and co-
founded four businesses, bringing hundreds of
jobs to the area. He served on a number of
boards across the area and as co-chairman of
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the Julie and Ben Rogers Cancer Foundation
Drive. He somehow found enough time to
dedicate a large part of his life to his wife
Gerry and children Clayton and Gary. He has
coached their sports teams and supported
their scholastic endeavors. Cancer tragically
cut Todd’s life short in 2008 but his spirit lives
on. The work he did for Southeast Texas will
last forever.

The TOTAL Port Arthur Refinery was recog-
nized for exhibiting outstanding community
leadership and reducing health disparities
among Southeast Texans. The refinery, built
in 1936 and acquired by the French company
TOTAL in 1973, has taken a proactive role in
fighting cancer. Through their annual sponsor-
ship of “Gift of Life” breast and prostate can-
cer initiatives, they have provided over 600
women and more than 1,800 men with free
mammograms and prostate screenings. They
alone have helped extend the lives of seven
women and nine men whose cancer was de-
tected at “Gift of Life” screenings. They have
also made a commitment to Southeast Texas
by embarking on a $2.2 billion dollar expan-
sion of their refinery, increasing their refining
capacity and adding 60 new full time jobs.

On behalf of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas | would like to thank the Julie
Rogers “Gift of Life” Program, the family of
Todd Christopher, and the TOTAL Port Arthur
Refinery for all their work in fighting cancer
and spreading awareness. Their efforts have
made Southeast Texas a better place to live
and work.

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2009

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, pursu-
ant to the House Republican standards on
earmarks, | am submitting the following infor-
mation regarding earmarks | received as a
part of H.R. 1105, The Omnibus Appropria-
tions Act, 2009:

Requesting Member: Congressman GEORGE
RADANOVICH

Project Name: California State University
Agricultural Research Initiative

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Cooperative State Research, Edu-
cation and Extension Service

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: California
State University

Address of Requesting Entity: 401 Golden
Shore, Long Beach, CA 90802-094210

Description of Request: | have secured
$693,000 for the ARI. The Agriculture Re-
search Initiatives (ARI) provides significant
benefits to consumers as well as agriculture-
related industries. Faculty and research sci-
entists develop solutions for challenges that
result in public confidence in food safety, agri-
cultural research and production systems; re-
gional and statewide economic development;
and bring agricultural, environmental, and con-
sumer benefits in the process. ARI funding pri-
ority will be given to science and best man-
agement issues related to climate change, air
quality, greenhouse gas emissions, and car-
bon sequestering; food safety and security;
water quality, infrastructure, and conveyance;
and public health and welfare.
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