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Health, Education and Welfare in the
Nixon Administration.

From 1970 to 1971, he worked as the
executive assistant to New York City
Mayor John Lindsay. Afterward, he re-
turned to Monterey, to private law
practice.

In 1976, he ran and won election to
the U.S. House of Representatives, and
he served in the House for 16 years.
During that time, he also served as
chairman of the Budget Committee.

In 1993, he joined the Clinton admin-
istration as head of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget. In July 1994, Mr.
Panetta became President Clinton’s
chief of staff.

He served in that capacity until Jan-
uary 1997, when he returned to Cali-
fornia to found and lead the Leon and
Sylvia Panetta Institute for Public
Policy at California State University
Monterey Bay.

Mr. Panetta and his wife, Sylvia,
have three sons and five grandchildren.

It is very fair and safe for me to say
that he has a reputation for intel-
ligence and integrity.

In speaking with Mr. Panetta and
President Obama multiple times, I am
convinced that Mr. Panetta will sur-
round himself with career profes-
sionals, including Deputy Director Ste-
phen Kappes. He has committed to
keeping the senior leadership of the
CIA in place, but at the same time has
vowed to bring new policies and new
leadership to the Agency.

I know Mr. Panetta has immersed
himself in CIA matters since being
nominated, and his top priority, if con-
firmed, will be to conduct a complete
review of all the Agency’s activities.

Moreover, I strongly believe that the
CIA needs a Director who will take the
reins of the Agency and provide the su-
pervision and oversight so that this
agency, which operates in a clandestine
world of its own, must have.

President Obama has made clear that
his selection of Leon Panetta was in-
tended as a clean break from the past—
a break from secret detentions and co-
ercive interrogations; a break from
outsourcing its work to a small army
of contractors; and a break from anal-
ysis that was not only wrong, but the
product of bad practice that helped
lead our Nation to war.

President Obama said when announc-
ing this nomination that this will be a
CIA Director ‘“who has my complete
trust and substantial clout.”

This is a hugely important but dif-
ficult post. The CIA is the largest civil-
ian intelligence agency with the most
disparate of missions.

It produces the most strategic anal-
ysis of the intelligence agencies and it
is the center for human intelligence
collection. It is unique in that it car-
ries out covert action programs, imple-
menting policy through intelligence
channels. The Intelligence Committee
held confirmation hearings on Mr. Pa-
netta’s nomination on February 5 and
6.

Our responsibility was clear: to make
sure that Leon Panetta will be a Direc-
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tor who makes the CIA effective in
what it does—but also to make sure
that it operates in a professional man-
ner that reflects the true values of this
country.

The committee did its work. It ques-
tioned Mr. Panetta on a broad array of
issues he will confront as Director of
the CIA, and it submitted followup
questions, all of which were answered.

These questions, and Mr. Panetta’s
answers, can be found at the Intel-
ligence Committee Web site.

I urge all Members of the Senate, as
well as the public, to review them in
order to obtain a better understanding
of his views about the office to which
he has been nominated.

I am pleased to report that yesterday
the Intelligence Committee voted
unanimously to report favorably the
nomination of Leon Panetta to be the
Director of the CIA. He has the con-
fidence of the committee, and we be-
lieve we will be able to work closely
with him during his tenure.

Leon Panetta will mark a new begin-
ning for the CIA as its next Director.

He has the integrity, the drive and
the judgment to ensure that the CIA
fulfills its mission of producing infor-
mation critical to our national secu-
rity, without sacrificing our national
values.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session.

———

COLONEL JOHN H. WILSON, JR.
POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 21, S. 234.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 234) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
2105 East Cook Street in Springfield, Illinois,
as the ‘““Colonel John H. Wilson, Jr. Post Of-
fice Building.”’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and that any statements related
thereto be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 234) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 234

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. COLONEL JOHN H. WILSON, JR. POST
OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the

United States Postal Service located at 2105

February 12, 2009

BEast Cook Street in Springfield, Illinois,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Colo-
nel John H. Wilson, Jr. Post Office Build-
ing”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Colonel John H. Wil-
son, Jr. Post Office Building”’.

HONORING THE SESQUICENTEN-
NIAL OF OREGON STATEHOOD

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 48, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 48) honoring the ses-
quicentennial of Oregon statehood.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

(Mr. BEGICH assumed the Chair.)

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, we rise
to offer this resolution in recognition
of a historic day for my STATE and
the people of Oregon. On February 14,
1859, 150 years ago, President James
Buchanan signed the bill that admitted
Oregon as the 33rd STATE to join this
great union.

Mr. President, 150 years ago, there
were barely 50,000 people living in Or-
egon. Pictures from that era show
hearty men and women standing in
mud streets in front of clapboard build-
ings. That would soon change as thou-
sands migrated across the continent on
the Oregon Trail, a trek that would be-
come synonymous with the American
spirit.

Those who made that arduous jour-
ney were not nomads aimlessly wan-
dering the land looking for a quick
buck. They came with a purpose: to
work hard and to make a new start in
a new land. And what a new land it
was. Oregon was graced by providence
with endless forests, rivers teeming
with fish, fertile valleys, majestic
mountains, a dramatic coast line, and
rugged high deserts.

Today, more than 3,500,000 people live
in Oregon, which continues to boast
some of the NATION’s most unique and
beautiful forests, farm lands, moun-
tains, coast line and high deserts. They
still beckon to those who seek a better
life, much in the same way as those
who endured the Oregon Trail. In some
parts of Oregon the tracks made by the
pioneers covered wagons are still visi-
ble, forever etched in the landscape.

Oregon has its geographic icons such
as the Columbia River, Crater Lake,
and Mount Hood. It has its great
names: Wayne Morse, Mark Hatfield,
Tom McCall. It has been a national
leader with innovations such as an ini-
tiative stem that dates back to the
turn of the last century, a beach bill, a
bottle bill and a statewide land use
planning process to protect those
things that brought people to Oregon
in the first place.
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Over its 150-year history, Oregon has
earned a reputation as a progressive,
forward thinking STATE. We Orego-
nians are not without our quirks, but
we embrace them with enthusiasm and
wear them with pride. We have
watched our economy change from one
based on forestry and wood products to
one that has become a leader in high-
tech innovation, from wood chips to
silicon chips. Millions of people around
the world know of Oregon because of
companies like Nike, Intel, and Colum-
bia Sportswear that call Oregon home.

As our STATE embarks on another
150 years, Oregon is already working to
cultivate new economies grounded in
alternative energy, green buildings,
and clean technology. Wind, geo-
thermal, and wave energy are either al-
ready being generated in Oregon or will
be soon. The solar energy industry has
recognized the quality of Oregon’s
workforce and is moving to our STATE
in a big way.

But as Oregon embraces the new
economy and new technology, we have
not forgotten those places for which we
have become famous. With the help of
this body, thousands of acres of Or-
egon’s most beautiful, rugged, and pris-
tine areas are destined for permanent
protection. The anticipated additions
of the Lewis and Clark Mount Hood
Wilderness, the Copper Salmon Wilder-
ness, the Badlands Wilderness, the
Spring Basin Wilderness, and the Cas-
cade Siskiyou National Monument
guarantee future generations of Ameri-
cans will see firsthand why Oregon was
the NATION’s first destination resort.

We are all aware that these are seri-
ous times that require our full and un-
divided attention if we are going to re-
store America’s greatness as an eco-
nomic power and rebuild our reputa-
tion with the rest of the world. But at
the same time, I believe there is value
at looking back to celebrate a place
which has done so much to help make
this country great. Please join me at
wishing the great STATE of Oregon a
happy birthday and many more to
come.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor Oregon’s 150th birthday.
On February 14 of this year, we will
begin a year-long celebration of those
who invested their lives in making Or-
egon a great place to live, work, and
raise a family.

I was born in Myrtle Creek, OR, the
son of a sawmill worker and grew up in
Roseburg, OR. I later moved to East
Multnomah County with my family
and am truly blessed to call Oregon my
home and share all of its natural beau-
ty with my family.

There are so many diverse events
that take place all across Oregon which
give our State its unique character.
The Shakespeare Festival held in Ash-
land, OR, draws tens of thousands of
people from all over the country and is
one of the oldest non-profit theater
companies in the world. The Pendleton
Roundup, located in Eastern Oregon, is
one of the largest rodeos in the world
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and has been going strong for nearly
one hundred years.

Oregon is one of the most geographi-
cally diverse States in the country and
people from all across the state love to
celebrate the great Oregon outdoors.
The Hood to Coast Relay, which starts
at Mount Hood and ends in Seaside Or-
egon, is the largest relay in the world.
Every year, Oregonians compete in six
events at the Pole Peddle Paddle in
Bend, OR, a relay race that begins at
the top of Mount Bachelor and ends on
the grassy banks of the Deschutes
River. The Pole Peddle Paddle consists
of a leg in alpine skiing/snowboarding,
cross-country skiing, biking, running,
canoe/kayaking and a sprint to the fin-
ish line.

Each of these events and the many
other cultural, artistic and civic fes-
tivals held in the State—will have a
special resonance this year as we honor
our sesquicentennial.

But even more than the beautiful vis-
tas of Oregon or the countless celebra-
tions, Oregon is defined by the people
who live there. I've traveled all over
the State and met so many amazing
Oregonians who continue to carry on
the legacy of innovation and hard work
that has transformed our State into an
influential civic laboratory and high
tech hub. Oregon has taken the lead on
issues vital to our natural resources
and led the way in producing of some of
the finest goods in the country. As a
United States Senator, I couldn’t be
prouder to represent such a wonderful
State, filled with people who are in-
credibly kind and welcoming.

I encourage my fellow Oregonians to
commemorate Oregon’s 150th birthday
by taking part in local celebrations of
our culture and history and volun-
teering some of your time to a service
project in your community. I invite my
colleagues here in the Senate, your
constituents, and citizens from around
the world to come to Oregon this year
and experience all our wonderful State
has to offer. Regardless of where you
live whether you are in North Carolina
or Texas or Europe or South America a
world of opportunity awaits you in Or-
egon. Come see how together we can
make Oregon’s next 150 years even
more memorable.

(Mr. MERKLEY assumed the Chair.)

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and that any
statements relating to the resolution
be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 48) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 48

Whereas 53,000 settlers traveled the Oregon
Trail, the longest of the overland routes used
in westward expansion of the United States;
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Whereas approximately 80 Native Amer-
ican tribes inhabited Oregon before the pio-
neers settled, making Oregon rich with Na-
tive American history and culture;

Whereas the ‘‘Father’” of Oregon, John
McLoughlin, valued the Oregon Country and
reached out to settlers from the United
States who were heading west to seek a new
life in a land rich with resources and oppor-
tunity;

Whereas Oregon was admitted to the Union
150 years ago, on February 14th, 1859;

Whereas Oregon is the only State in the
United States to have a 2-sided flag;

Whereas Oregon is home to the deepest
lake in the United States, Crater Lake,
known for its beautiful deep blue waters;

Whereas Oregon is home to the Sea Lion
Caves, the largest sea lion caves in the
world, where Steller sea lions and a variety
of wild birds reside;

Whereas the State fish of Oregon, the Chi-
nook salmon, is the largest of the Pacific
salmon;

Whereas among the natural bounty of Or-
egon, the State produces some of the finest
nuts, berries, pears, wines, and microbrews
in the world;

Whereas the varied geography of Oregon
ranges from mountains to rivers, deserts to
lakes, fossil beds to deep canyons;

Whereas the forests of Oregon have diverse
ecologies and histories, from temperate
rainforests to ancient old growth forests;

Whereas Oregon is home to Forest Park,
the largest urban forest reserve in the
United States;

Whereas Oregon is the home of companies
such as Nike, Intel, and Columbia Sports-
wear, which are responsible for employing
tens of thousands of people in the United
States;

Whereas the largest city in Oregon, Port-
land, known as the ‘‘Rose City’’, is home to
the International Rose Test Garden, which
was founded in 1917 and is the oldest official
rose garden in the United States;

Whereas Oregon has been a national leader
in democratic innovations, such as a ballot
initiative system that dates back to the turn
of the 20th century;

Whereas the Oregon legislature was the
first in the United States to pass a ‘“‘bottle
bill”’, a landmark piece of legislation that
promoted conservation and environmental
responsibility; and

Whereas the Oregon legislature has passed
a ‘‘beach bill” and instituted a state-wide
land use planning process to protect the very
resources that brought people to Oregon:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) it is the sense of the Senate that—

(A) the people of the United States should
observe and celebrate the sesquicentennial of
Oregon on February 14, 2009, to honor the ad-
mission of Oregon as the 33rd State of the
United States; and

(B) Oregonians should be honored for their
pioneering spirit and innovation; and

(2) the Senate respectfully requests the
Secretary of the Senate to transmit to the
Governor of the State of Oregon an enrolled
copy of this resolution for appropriate dis-
play.

———

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the mi-
nority leader, pursuant to the provi-
sions of S. Res. 105, adopted April 13,
1989, as amended by S. Res. 149, adopted
October 5, 1993, as amended by Public
Law 105-275, further amended by S.
Res. 75, adopted March 25, 1999, amend-
ed by S. Res. 383, adopted October 27,
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