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Rules and Administration; from the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration; placed 
on the calendar. 

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER: 
S. Res. 47. A resolution authorizing ex-

penditures by the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation; from the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation; to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
MERKLEY): 

S. Res. 48. A resolution honoring the ses-
quicentennial of Oregon statehood; consid-
ered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 61 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 61, a bill to amend title 11 of the 
United States Code with respect to 
modification of certain mortgages on 
principal residences, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 252 

At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 252, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to enhance the ca-
pacity of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs to recruit and retain nurses and 
other critical health-care profes-
sionals, to improve the provision of 
health care veterans, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 354 

At the request of Mr. WEBB, the name 
of the Senator from Colorado (Mr. 
UDALL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
354, a bill to provide that 4 of the 12 
weeks of parental leave made available 
to a Federal employee shall be paid 
leave, and for other purposes. 

S. 371 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. COBURN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 371, a bill to amend chapter 44 of 
title 18, United States Code, to allow 
citizens who have concealed carry per-
mits from the State in which they re-
side to carry concealed firearms in an-
other State that grants concealed 
carry permits, if the individual com-
plies with the laws of the State. 

S. 394 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 394, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide the 
same capital gains treatment for art 
and collectibles as for other invest-
ment property and to provide that a 
deduction equal to fair market value 
shall be allowed for charitable con-
tributions of literacy, musical, artistic, 
or scholarly compositions created by 
the donor. 

S. 416 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
names of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL), the Senator from 
Maine (Ms. SNOWE) and the Senator 

from South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 416, a bill to 
limit the use of cluster munitions. 

S. 417 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 417, a bill to enact a safe, fair, and 
responsible state secrets privilege Act. 

S. CON. RES. 3 

At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 
of the Senator from New York (Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Con. Res. 3, a concurrent resolu-
tion honoring and praising the Na-
tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People on the occasion 
of its 100th anniversary. 

S. RES. 20 

At the request of Mr. VOINOVICH, the 
names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator from 
Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 20, a resolution 
celebrating the 60th anniversary of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. SPECTER: 
S. 421. A bill to impose a temporary 

moratorium on the phase out of the 
Medicare hospice budget neutrality ad-
justment factor; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have 
sought recognition today to introduce 
the Medicare Hospice Protection Act, 
which will place a one-year morato-
rium on a final rule issued by the Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices, CMS, reducing payments to hos-
pice providers and ensure Medicare 
beneficiaries’ access to hospice care. 

More than 1.3 million Americans de-
pend on hospice for high quality and 
compassionate end-of-life care each 
year. Unfortunately, on October 1, 2008, 
CMS issued a final rule to reduce hos-
pice reimbursement rates in Medicare. 
This reduction of the hospice wage 
index will take $2.1 billion out of hos-
pice care for Medicare beneficiaries 
over the next 5 years. 

The Medicare Payment Advisory 
Commission, MedPAC, is currently ex-
amining the payment system for hos-
pice care. We must allow MedPAC to 
complete this important review of the 
hospice Medicare benefit and make 
payment recommendations, which is 
expected in 2009. The Hospice Protec-
tion Act, introduced by myself and 
Senators HARKIN, WYDEN, ROBERTS, and 
ROCKEFELLER, will maintain access to 
hospice care for seniors. 

Hospice is an efficient and cost-effec-
tive health care model. Hospice pro-
vides individuals at the end of their 
lives, as well as their families, with 
comfort and compassion when they are 
needed most. Hospice care enables a 
person to retain his or her dignity and 
maintain quality of life during the end 
of life. An independent Duke Univer-
sity study in 2007 showed that patients 

receiving hospice care cost the Medi-
care program about $2,300 less than 
those who did not, resulting in an an-
nual savings of more than $2 billion. 

In April 28, 2008, just before the No-
tice of Proposed Rule Making was re-
leased, a bipartisan group of more than 
40 Senators wrote to Secretary Leavitt 
and asked him to stop further action 
and wait for MedPAC recommendations 
on hospice payment issues. On July 28, 
2008, before the final rule was released, 
Senators HARKIN, WYDEN, ROBERTS and 
I wrote to White House Chief of Staff 
Joshua Bolton, to urge him to stop the 
regulation from being finalized and to 
consider the burden that this regula-
tion will put on the hospice commu-
nity. 

Access to quality compassionate hos-
pice care is critical for Medicare bene-
ficiaries. I ask my fellow Senators to 
join me in support of the Hospice Pro-
tection Act and to work toward its 
swift passage. 

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, 
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Ms. COLLINS, Mrs. LIN-
COLN, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. 
LANDRIEU, Mrs. BOXER, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. 
KERRY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
AKAKA, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
INOUYE, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. CASEY, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. BAYH, Mr. 
CARPER, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. 
CONRAD): 

S. 422. A bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act and the 
Public Health Service Act to improve 
the prevention, diagnosis, and treat-
ment of heart disease, stroke, and 
other cardiovascular diseases in 
women; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I 
rise today to discuss a critical health 
issue affecting too many women: heart 
disease, a disease that surprisingly af-
fects more women than men. 

As women, we tend to be great at 
taking care of everyone around us—our 
children, our spouses, our aging par-
ents. Unfortunately, we do not do near-
ly as well taking care of ourselves 
sometimes. I suspect we all know 
women who have been to their doctors 
or to emergency rooms exhibiting 
symptoms of heart attack, only to be 
told they were suffering from ‘‘stress’’ 
or indigestion. 

For women, there are a lot of mis-
conceptions about heart disease, but 
here are the facts. 

Heart disease and stroke actually 
kill more women each year than men. 

Heart disease, stroke, and other car-
diovascular diseases are the leading 
cause of death for women in the United 
States and in Michigan. According to 
the Michigan Department of Commu-
nity Health, a third of all deaths in 
women are due to cardiovascular dis-
ease. 

One in three adult women has some 
form of cardiovascular disease. 
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