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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable MARK
L. PRYOR, a Senator from the State of
Arkansas.

PRAYER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
opening prayer will be offered by the
Reverend Marshal Ausberry, Sr., from
Antioch Baptist Church in Fairfax Sta-
tion, VA.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

Dear Lord, we pause at this moment
to thank You for the day at hand: a
day that You have given us. In this
day, may You grant us wisdom and
grace to do what is right, what is best,
though it may not always be popular or
politically expedient, but may it be
right and best.

I ask Your blessings over each man
and woman who serves in this body. As
we serve our communities, our con-
stituents, and our country, may we do
it with respect, as we engage in some-
times spirited debate.

Dear Lord, grant us the ability to
clearly see the common ground that
unites us so we may work together to
address the great challenges con-
fronting our Nation.

May we appreciate that You have
raised us up for such a time as this and
not we ourselves. We pray that You
will keep Your hand, Your mighty
hand upon this great Nation and pro-
tect us from those who would do us
harm.

We pray in Your wonderful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable MARK L. PRYOR led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Senate

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-

lowing letter:
U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, February 12, 2009.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable MARK L. PRYOR, a
Senator from the State of Arkansas, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. PRYOR thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE ASSISTANT
MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The assistant majority leader is
recognized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, fol-
lowing leader remarks, the Senate will
proceed to a period of morning business
with Senators permitted to speak for
up to 10 minutes each. The Senate will
recess from 11:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. for
the ceremony in the Capitol Rotunda
honoring the 200th anniversary of the
birth of President Abraham Lincoln.
All Members are encouraged to attend.

It is the leader’s intention to try to
bring for consideration today the Eco-
nomic Recovery and Reinvestment Act
Conference Report. They are con-
tinuing to work on it as we speak in
the hopes of accomplishing that goal.

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF PRESIDENT ABRA-
HAM LINCOLN ON THE BICEN-
TENNIAL OF HIS BIRTH

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have a
resolution commemorating the life and
legacy of President Lincoln, which I
wish to offer if it meets with the ap-
proval of the Republican leader.

I ask unanimous consent the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 38, submitted earlier
today.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 38) commemorating
the life and the legacy of President Abraham
Lincoln on the bicentennial of his birth.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, the motions to
reconsider be laid on the table, with no
intervening action or debate, and any
statements relating to the resolution
be printed in the RECORD.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The resolution (S. Res. 38) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REsS. 38

Whereas President Abraham Lincoln was
born on February 12, 1809, to modest means,
in a 1-room log cabin in Kentucky;

Whereas Abraham Lincoln spent his child-
hood in Indiana, and, despite having less
than a year of formal schooling, developed
an avid love of reading and learning;

Whereas Abraham Lincoln arrived in Illi-
nois at the age of 21;

Whereas, while living in Illinois, Abraham
Lincoln met and married his wife, Mary
Todd Lincoln, built a successful legal prac-
tice, served in the State legislature of Illi-
nois, was elected to Congress, and partici-
pated in the famous ‘‘Lincoln-Douglas’ de-
bates;
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Whereas Abraham Lincoln left Illinois 4
months after being elected President of the
United States in 1860;

Whereas Abraham Lincoln was the first
member of the Republican party elected
President of the United States and helped
build the Republican party into a strong na-
tional organization;

Whereas, after his election and the seces-
sion of the southern States, Abraham Lin-
coln steered the United States through the
most profound moral and political crisis, and
the bloodiest war, in the history of the Na-
tion;

Whereas, by helping to preserve the Union
and by holding a national election, as sched-
uled, during a civil war, Abraham Lincoln re-
affirmed the commitment of the people of
the United States to majority rule and de-
mocracy;

Whereas the Emancipation Proclamation
signed by Abraham Lincoln declared that
slaves within the Confederacy would be for-
ever free and welcomed more than 200,000 Af-
rican American soldiers and sailors into the
armed forces of the Union;

Whereas the Emancipation Proclamation
signed by Abraham Lincoln fundamentally
transformed the Civil War from a battle for
political unity to a moral fight for freedom;

Whereas the faith Abraham Lincoln had in
democracy was strong, even after the blood-
iest battle of the war at Gettysburg;

Whereas the inspiring words spoken by
Abraham Lincoln at Gettysburg still reso-
nate today: ‘‘that these dead shall not have
died in vain; that this nation, under God,
shall have a new birth of freedom; and that
government of the people, by the people, for
the people, shall not perish from the earth’’;

Whereas Abraham Lincoln was powerfully
committed to unity, turning rivals into al-
lies within his own Cabinet and welcoming
the defeated Confederacy back into the
Union with characteristic generosity, ‘“‘with
malice toward none; with charity for all’’;

Whereas Abraham Lincoln became the first
President of the United States to be assas-
sinated, days after giving a speech pro-
moting voting rights for African Americans;

Whereas, through his opposition to slav-
ery, Abraham Lincoln set the United States
on a path toward resolving the tension be-
tween the ideals of ‘‘liberty and justice for
all” espoused by the Founders of the United
States and the ignoble practice of slavery,
and redefined what it meant to be a citizen
of the United States;

Whereas, in his commitment to unity,
Abraham Lincoln did more than simply abol-
ish slavery; he ensured that the promise that
““all men are created equal’ was an inherit-
ance to be shared by all people of the United
States;

Whereas the story of Abraham Lincoln and
the example of his life, including his inspir-
ing rise from humble origins to the highest
office of the land and his decisive leadership
through the most harrowing time in the his-
tory of the United States, continues to bring
hope and inspiration to millions in the
United States and around the world, making
him one of the greatest Presidents and hu-
manitarians in history; and

Whereas February 12, 2009, marks the bi-
centennial of the birth of Abraham Lincoln:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commemorates the bicentennial of the
birth of President Abraham Lincoln;

(2) recognizes and echoes the commitment
of Abraham Lincoln to what he called the
“unfinished work’ of unity and harmony in
the United States; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to recommit to fulfilling the vision of
Abraham Lincoln of equal rights for all.
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Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I wish to
make a statement relative to this anni-
versary of Lincoln’s birth, but I would
be prepared first to yield to the Repub-
lican leader if he wishes to make a
statement.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I thank my friend
from Illinois. I do have a couple of brief
observations.

RECOGNITION OF THE
REPUBLICAN LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

———
STIMULUS PACKAGE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, we
have not seen all the details of the deal
between House and Senate Democrats,
but some of the early reports suggest
this bill has only gotten worse. The
President has asked for 40 percent in
tax cuts; this bill falls short of that.
But Congressional Democrats did make
sure it contains billions in question-
able, nonstimulative projects and the
most highly touted tax cut in the origi-
nal proposal now translates to $7.70 a
week for middle-class workers.

This bill was meant to be a stimulus
that was timely, targeted, and tem-
porary. Unfortunately, it appears to be
none of the above. Democrats in Con-
gress have said this plan will help en-
sure long-term economic growth. Yet
the CBO suggests that over the long
term, this bill will result in an econ-
omy that either declines or remains
flat. The only thing we know for sure
about this bill is it will lead to more
debt for our children—and that is just
the beginning. This week, Congres-
sional Democrats are handing the tax-
payers a bill for $1.2 trillion. Soon they
will spend $400 billion to finish spend-
ing from last year. We are being told to
get ready for untold hundreds of bil-
lions for the financial industry.

Since taking over Congress and the
White House, Democrats have been
making up for lost time with a Govern-
ment spending spree on the taxpayers’
credit card. Even without this massive
spending bill, the deficit continues to
grow. Yesterday, Treasury reported
that the first 4 months of the fiscal
year, the deficit rose to $569 billion.
That is nearly $500 billion more than
the same period last year.

Let me repeat that. According to
Treasury, we ran a deficit in the first
quarter of this fiscal year that is near-
ly $500 billion more than the same pe-
riod last year. You do not have to be
Suze Orman to know this is not sus-
tainable.

I know everyone involved believes
their efforts will help strengthen the
economy and create jobs. No one
should doubt that everyone is trying to
do the right thing. My concern is not
with the motivation behind these ef-
forts but the wisdom of these efforts.
Everyone wants to help Americans get
back on their feet, but we need to do it

February 12, 2009

smartly. In my view and in the view of
my Republican colleagues, this is not a
smart approach. The taxpayers of
today and tomorrow will be left to
clean up the mess.

——

LINCOLN BICENTENNIAL

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President,
later today Members of Congress will
join President Obama and the Lincoln
Bicentennial Commaission to honor the
bicentennial of President Lincoln’s
birth. My good friend Senator BUNNING
has my gratitude for his work on the
Commission.

The people of my State are rightly
proud of the fact that Abraham Lin-
coln was born 3 miles south of
Hodgenville, KY. And there are events
across our State and others honoring
this great man. And the ceremony
later today will be an opportunity for
us all to remember his life and service.

——
NAACP CENTENNIAL

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to congratulate the NAACP
on this, its 100th anniversary.

One hundred years ago, 60 men and
women answered a call to promote so-
cial equality in this country. This ef-
fort brought together a diverse group
of prominent Americans, including
Kentucky native William English
Walling, who signed a manifesto form-
ing the NAACP. They chose February
12 as their founding date to honor the
birth of Abraham Lincoln.

Since then, the NAACP has recog-
nized the contributions of Americans
who have made strides in eliminating
prejudice.

This year, the NAACP will honor
Kentucky native Muhammad Ali for a
lifetime of contributions. When I was
growing up in Louisville, I went to Du-
Pont Manual High School. A young
man who was then named Cassius Clay
was in the same grade at Central High
School. He was the most well known
teenager in town by far. We all knew
him as the local Golden Gloves champ.

His spirit of hard work and efforts to
improve his community are being
rightly honored by the NAACP this
year, and Kentucky is proud that one
of its own is being honored this week.

So to all at the NAACP, congratula-
tions on this centennial. It is an oppor-
tunity to reflect on the efforts and ac-
complishments of those who worked so
hard over the past century to advance
your founding goals.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The assistant majority leader is
recognized.

————
STIMULUS PACKAGE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, before I
make some remarks about the bicen-
tennial of Abraham Lincoln’s birth, I
wish to respond to the Republican lead-
er’s comments about the ongoing nego-
tiations that have been inspired by
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