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to women’s Torah study. Beth’s legacy will
continue to grow through her students, friends,
and, of course, her beautiful daughters.

| give my condolences to her parents, Elana
and Zachary, her husband, Ari, her daughters,
Danelle and Natalia, and her extended friends
and family on this solemn occasion.

———
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AWARD WINNERS
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | stand before you today to
recognize the Hobart Chamber of Commerce
award winners for 2008 and to congratulate
one of its member businesses, Burns Funeral
Home, as they celebrate a momentous mile-
stone, 100 years of excellent service. These
outstanding recipients will be honored during
the Chamber’s annual awards and installation
banquet, which will take place on Thursday,
January 29, 2009, at the Avalon Manor in
Merrillville, Indiana.

The Hobart Chamber of Commerce utilizes
members of the community in order to im-
prove and develop business, industry, and the
professions. Each year, the Chamber mem-
bers and friends gather together to honor the
Business Award Winners, Volunteers of the
Year, and to commemorate specific accom-
plishments within the community.

Continuing a tradition that goes back well
over 50 years, the Chamber will honor its
2008 Business Award Winners. The Large
Business of the Year award recipient is Saint
Mary’s Medical Center. The hospital continues
to be a leader in providing outstanding health
services to the community. For the fourth con-
secutive year, Saint Mary’s Medical Center
has also won the 2008 Distinguished Hospital
for Patient Safety. The Small Business of the
Year award recipient is Sebo’s Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center. This outstanding facility
has grown into a 138-bed facility offering clin-
ical services, specialty programming for Alz-
heimer's and Dementia patients, rehabilitation
services, and many other amenities. The New
Business of the Year award is being pre-
sented to 54 Main Bistro. The owners, Dave
and Linda Papp, renovated an 1895 Victorian
home and turned it into a local favorite that is
known for its weekly changing menu. Each
business is dedicated to providing excellent
business to the community and for that rea-
son, they are to be commended.

The Hobart Chamber of Commerce will
honor the Herrick Family with the Volunteers
of the Year award. Dr. James Herrick, his wife
Janet Herrick, and their daughter Cheryl Her-
rick have been dedicated volunteers in Hobart
for many years. The family continues to be a
staple in the community, donating their time
and effort to numerous special events, fund-
raisers, the Kiwanis Club, Little League, and
the community’s school system, to name a
few. For their selfless commitment to their
community, | congratulate the Herrick family
on this prestigious award.

The Hobart Chamber of Commerce will also
congratulate Burns Funeral Home as they cel-
ebrate their 100th anniversary. In 1908, James
E. Burns opened his first funeral home in

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Hammond, Indiana. His business was founded
on providing compassionate care to the
friends and families of the departed during
their time of need. It was this principle that al-
lowed the Burns family to expand to Gary, Ho-
bart, and finally to Crown Point in the 1980s.
Today, the family owned and operated busi-
ness provides the same exceptional services,
and | commend Terry, Sally, Jim, Patrick, and
Jimmy Burns, and their entire staff on con-
tinuing the legacy of Mr. Burns.

Madam Speaker, at this time, | ask that you
and my other distinguished colleagues join me
in honoring the Hobart Chamber of Commerce
2008 Business Award Winners, Volunteers of
the Year, and also in congratulating the Burns
family and their team on the 100th anniversary
of Burns Funeral Home. For their dedication
and commitment to the community of Hobart
as well as Northwest Indiana, they are all wor-
thy of the honors bestowed upon them.
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Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, | recently re-
introduced my bill, the “Fair Taxes for Seniors
Act” (H.R. 674), which will provide a one-time
increase in the capital gains tax exemption on
the sale of a home for citizens who are 50
years of age or older. Passing this bill will give
many seniors the additional money they need
for nursing home care, medical costs, and
other retirement expenses.

The Fair Taxes for Seniors Act doubles the
current exemption by providing a one-time in-
crease to $500,000 for a single person and $1
million for a couple that can be excluded from
the sale of a principal residence for taxpayers
who have reached the age of 50. Because
they will be able to keep more, an added ben-
efit is that family members and perhaps the
government will be relieved of the burden of
caring for these individuals as they grow older.

| hope that my colleagues will join me in co-
sponsoring this important legislation.

———
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in recognition of the Honorable Wil-
liam Jeremiah Tolton, Jr., known to his friends
as “Jere,” who passed away on Friday, Janu-
ary 23, 2009. Judge Tolton’s lifetime of service
in both the civic and social realm set a prece-
dent of excellence in the Northwest Florida
area and he will be greatly missed.

Throughout most of his 71 years, Judge
Tolton’s life was spent bettering the civic and
social realm. After earning a B.A. and J.D.
from Washington and Lee University in Lex-
ington, Virginia, Judge Tolton moved to Fort
Walton Beach, Florida where he began prac-
ticing law. The succeeding years were marked
with frequent promotions as Judge Tolton be-
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came the attorney for the Okaloosa County
Commission and the City attorney to the City
of Valparaiso, Florida. In 1972, Judge Tolton
was elected to the Florida House of Rep-
resentatives where he served for 4 years be-
fore resigning to accept yet another job in
public service: Circuit Judge for the First Judi-
cial Circuit of Florida.

When he retired on January 1, 2007, at the
age of 69, Judge Tolton’s 30 years on the
bench made him the longest-tenured judge in
the history of Florida’s First Judicial Circuit.
The 30 years encompassed some of the big-
gest trials in Florida, including the conviction
of former Florida Senate President W.D.
Childers. Additionally, Judge Tolton served as
President of the Blue Ridge Institute for Juve-
nile and Family Law Judges and was Chair-
man of the Judicial Ethics Advisory Com-
mittee.

Judge Tolton is survived by his wife, the
former Shari Deason, as well as his children,
William Jeremiah Tolton Ill, Lizabeth Tolton
Silk, and Timothy Tolton and his grandchild,
Liam Silk. My wife Vicki and | send our most
sincere condolences to the family as they
grieve the loss of this exceptional father,
judge, and civic leader.

Judge Tolton’s longstanding career in public
service will benefit the Northwest Florida com-
munity for many years to come. Madam
Speaker, on behalf of the United States Con-
gress, | am proud to recognize the exceptional
life of the Honorable William J. Tolton, Jr.
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Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, Coach
Mack Brown and the Texas Longhorn football
team had a great football season. The
Longhorns played tough all year, winning 12
games, and losing only once. Among their
wins, | would like to especially congratulate
them on their victory on a neutral field over
Oklahoma; a rivalry that has existed since
1900. With Texas beating Oklahoma again, it
further extends the all-time series lead to 58
wins for UT to only 40 for OU.

For the University of Texas winning titles,
championships, and individual awards are
nothing new. The Longhorns have a rich tradi-
tion of conference titles, National Champion-
ships, and Heisman trophy winners. You can
ask any player and they will tell you that just
having the opportunity to play for the Univer-
sity of Texas is the dream of every football
player in the great state of Texas. UT players
are almost all from Texas, but occasionally an
out of state player has the privilege of making
his way onto the Longhorn team.

This year there was once again controversy
surrounding the BCS. There were several
teams including Texas that had legitimate
claims to be the team playing for a National
Chamepionship. | personally think Texas and
the “BCS National Champion Florida Gators”
should have a real national playoff game and
determine the National Championship. Only
through a playoff system can we have a true
National Champion every year. NCAA Division
Il and Division Il have a football playoff sys-
tem that works quite well.
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