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bill also boosts Pell grants by $500 to make 
college more affordable. 

As much as anything, people are wondering 
whether the Federal Government is going to 
take action to help them—or will the old polit-
ical divisions keep this Congress from taking 
effective action to help people in their daily 
lives. 

By passing this bill, we show that we will 
step up to the plate and help address these 
concerns. This bill is a first step. Other steps 
will be needed, but this recovery package is a 
good beginning. Vote for the bill. 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Chair, I rise in support of 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 

With unemployment at its highest level in 
nearly 30 years, millions of American are 
struggling to pay for basic necessities as food, 
housing and health care, it is clear Congress 
must act. 

In my district, our manufacturers have been 
hit hard by the crisis in the auto industry; our 
tourism economy has taken a beating as 
fewer Americans can afford to take a vacation; 
mining and forestry are suffering as the de-
mand and price for raw materials has plum-
meted. 

Unemployment ranges from the national av-
erage of 7.2 percent in Menominee County to 
19 percent in Mackinac County. The Congress 
must act. 

This legislation is not perfect; it is not every-
thing I would put into an economic recovery 
legislation. Still, the Congress must act and 
act without delay! 

My staff and I have been contacted by doz-
ens of local officials from across Northern 
Michigan who have identified more than $360 
million in road, bridge, water infrastructure and 
construction projects that could help jump start 
their local economies. 

I expect only a portion of these projects may 
be funded—but Congress must act. 

While I have reservations about this legisla-
tion, Congress must act to invest in the Ameri-
cans who need a helping hand, not a hand 
out. 

Michigan’s unemployment rate is at 10.6 
percent. We must act to extend unemployment 
benefits to help 3.5 million Americans who 
have exhausted their benefits. 

We must act to increase food stamps to 
help 31 million Americans, half of whom are 
children. 

We must act to protect health insurance 
coverage for Americans who have lost their 
jobs and are one illness or sickness away 
from bankruptcy. 

Mr. Chair, this bill is not perfect. But the 
needs of the millions of Americans struggling 
through this deep recession demands the U.S. 
Congress to act. We must act. I encourage all 
of my colleagues to join me in supporting the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Chair, I support 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
and the important first step it takes toward re-
invigorating our faltering economy. The bill in-
vests critical dollars in nearly all major indus-
tries and will create more than 4 million jobs 
by the fourth quarter of 2010. 

Over 300,000 jobs will be saved in Florida 
alone, reducing unemployment by 2.4%. 

The $102 billion investment in increased in-
come support will go to those families who are 
feeling the strains of financial pressure the 
most, providing increases in unemployment 
benefits, food stamps and COBRA healthcare. 

Floridians can expect to see over $29.8 mil-
lion directed to Head Start, over $105 million 
directed to child care and development block 
grants, over $13 million for low-income energy 
assistance, over $15 million for elderly nutri-
tion programs, and nearly $9 million aimed for 
preventative health services. 

This will help us ensure that those who 
have fallen with the economy won’t be beaten 
down, but are given the protection and help 
they need to get back up. 

I am proud the bill provides $211 billion in 
aid to state and local governments for vital 
services such as public education and law en-
forcement. 

My own state of Florida is grappling with 
significant fiscal problems, due in large part to 
our foreclosure crisis, which has resulted in 
shrinking tax revenue, declining property val-
ues and slow retail sales. 

I know that this federal aid to state and local 
governments will help fill in the gaps, ensuring 
our children get the educational support they 
need to complete on the global market. The 
bill provides over $654 million for grades K–12 
and over $306 million for higher education in-
stitutions to modernize, maintain and repair 
their facilities in Florida. 

The inclusion of the repeal of the 3% tax 
withholding on payments made to vendors by 
government entities will also help stimulate our 
economy, relieving small business and local 
governments from this unfair and burdensome 
requirement. Tax cuts in the stimulus plan will 
help those with the lowest incomes save more 
of their hard earned dollars. 

In Florida this means those from the lowest 
end of the scale to those with middle incomes 
will see their taxes cut by more than 20% in 
2009. 

I am also pleased that the bill uses this op-
portunity to look forward, investing in clean 
and renewable energy and green infrastruc-
ture, to create jobs, reduce pollution and help 
to bring us to a clean energy future. 

Mr. Chair, I support this bill and urge its 
passage. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Chair, I rise today to 
state for the record the intent of the legislative 
language in the Special Rules section H.R. 
1—American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009, Title V—Medicaid Provisions, Section 
5001, subsection (f) STATE INELIGIBILITY 
AND LIMITATION. 

The intent of this language is to ensure that 
states which had laws directing reduced eligi-
bility in their state plan or waiver on or before 
July 1, 2008, not be deemed ineligible to re-
ceive the increased FMAP that this bill pro-
vides, due to subsequent delays when imple-
menting those provisions. It was the case in 
Rhode Island that as of July 1, 2008, state law 
directed and authorized the reduction of eligi-
bility in one group of beneficiaries. These pro-
visions were not finalized and fully effective 
until October 1, 2008 due to a delay in the im-
plementation of a new extension period for the 
waiver. The language in this special rule al-
lows states which encountered similar delays 
to remain eligible for an enhanced FMAP in 
this Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Chair, I want to 
thank Chairmen WAXMAN, OBEY and RANGEL, 
for their leadership and to thank all of the 
Ranking Members, Committee Members and 
Staff for this successful effort to bring the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment act of 
2009 to the floor today so that we may deliver 

it on schedule to the President’s desk. This 
bill, H.R. 1, will not only stimulate our econ-
omy, but will also do much to heal our Nation. 

As our president has promised, this bill pro-
vides an immediate investment that will create 
jobs, but also does so with a look to the future 
so that the jobs created, the infrastructure 
built, the stronger healthcare system created, 
the technology that is expanded and the train-
ing and education that is improved, not only 
provides jobs for today but also those we 
need tomorrow. H.R. 1 will lay a strong foun-
dation upon which to create a more stable and 
vital economy and will actually create savings 
in the future. 

I am proud to support this bill for the very 
reason some on purely political reasons op-
pose it. 

I support it because it begins to move our 
country in a new and better direction—one 
which once again supports children and work-
ing families and begins to lift Americans out of 
poverty and to expand access to quality, com-
prehensive and culturally and linguistically ap-
propriate healthcare to everyone regardless of 
race, ethnicity, gender or geography. 

As a physician and as the Chair of the CBC 
Health Braintrust, I am pleased that this legis-
lation makes the sound and much-needed 
health and health care investments that many 
of us have been fighting for over the past 
eight years. 

This bill not only invests needed resources 
into Medicaid, with increases for the Terri-
tories, it extends the period of COBRA cov-
erage to help Americans who have lost their 
jobs keep their health care coverage and in-
creases FMAP to bolster state economic re-
covery efforts, but it also begins to modernize 
our health care system through the wide-
spread implementation of health information 
technology. 

In H.R. 1 we finally begin to make preven-
tion the priority it needs to be—with 3 billion 
dollars going into a prevention and wellness 
fund, 1.5 billion dollars going into modernizing 
and expanding health care services in commu-
nity health centers and we finally invest in the 
diversification and expansion of our Nation’s 
health workforce, increasing the number of pri-
mary care physicians, nurses and other health 
care personnel. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The CHAIR. All time for general de-
bate has expired. 

Under the rule, the Committee rises. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Ms. 
JACKSON-LEE of Texas) having assumed 
the chair, Mr. TIERNEY, Chair of the 
Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, reported that that 
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 1) making supple-
mental appropriations for job preserva-
tion and creation, infrastructure in-
vestment, energy efficiency and 
science, assistance to the unemployed, 
and State and local fiscal stabilization, 
for fiscal year ending September 30, 
2009, and for other purposes, had come 
to no resolution thereon. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. OBEY. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
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may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1. 

And while I’m at it, I want to express 
my understanding that apparently an 
ice storm is on the way, and I appre-
ciate the cooperation we’ve had from 
both sides of the aisle in ending this 
debate a mite early so that people can 
get to their homes before the ice storm 
hits. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken tomorrow. 

f 

DTV DELAY ACT 

Mr. BOUCHER. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
Senate bill (S. 328) to postpone the 
DTV transition date, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment: 
Strike out all after the enacting clause and 

insert: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘DTV Delay 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. POSTPONEMENT OF DTV TRANSITION 

DATE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3002(b) of the Dig-

ital Television Transition and Public Safety 
Act of 2005 (47 U.S.C. 309 note) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘February 18, 2009;’’ in para-
graph (1) and inserting ‘‘June 13, 2009;’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘February 18, 2009,’’ in para-
graph (2) and inserting ‘‘that date’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 3008(a)(1) of that Act (47 U.S.C. 

309 note) is amended by striking ‘‘February 
17, 2009.’’ and inserting ‘‘June 12, 2009.’’. 

(2) Section 309(j)(14)(A) of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 309(j)(14)(A)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘February 17, 2009.’’ and 
inserting ‘‘June 12, 2009.’’. 

(3) Section 337(e)(1) of the Communications 
Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 337(e)(1)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘February 17, 2009.’’ and inserting 
‘‘June 12, 2009.’’. 

(c) LICENSE TERMS.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—The Federal Communica-

tions Commission shall extend the terms of 
the licenses for the recovered spectrum, in-
cluding the license period and construction 
requirements associated with those licenses, 
for a 116-day period. 

(2) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘‘recovered spectrum’’ means— 

(A) the recovered analog spectrum, as such 
term is defined in section 309(j)(15)(C)(vi) of 
the Communications Act of 1934; and 

(B) the spectrum excluded from the defini-
tion of recovered analog spectrum by sub-
clauses (I) and (II) of such section. 

SEC. 3. MODIFICATION OF DIGITAL-TO-ANALOG 
CONVERTER BOX PROGRAM. 

(a) EXTENSION OF COUPON PROGRAM.—Sec-
tion 3005(c)(1)(A) of the Digital Television 
Transition and Public Safety Act of 2005 (47 
U.S.C. 309 note) is amended by striking 
‘‘March 31, 2009,’’ and inserting ‘‘July 31, 
2009,’’. 

(b) TREATMENT OF EXPIRED COUPONS.—Sec-
tion 3005(c)(1) of the Digital Television Tran-
sition and Public Safety Act of 2005 (47 
U.S.C. 309 note) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(D) EXPIRED COUPONS.—The Assistant Sec-
retary may issue to a household, upon re-
quest by the household, one replacement 
coupon for each coupon that was issued to 
such household and that expired without 
being redeemed.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
3005(c)(1)(A) of the Digital Television Transi-
tion and Public Safety Act of 2005 (47 U.S.C. 
309 note) is amended by striking ‘‘receives, 
via the United States Postal Service,’’ and 
inserting ‘‘redeems’’. 

(d) CONDITION OF MODIFICATIONS.—The 
amendments made by this section shall not 
take effect until the enactment of additional 
budget authority after the date of enactment 
of this Act to carry out the analog-to-digital 
converter box program under section 3005 of 
the Digital Television Transition and Public 
Safety Act of 2005. 
SEC. 4. IMPLEMENTATION. 

(a) PERMISSIVE EARLY TERMINATION UNDER 
EXISTING REQUIREMENTS.—Nothing in this 
Act is intended to prevent a licensee of a tel-
evision broadcast station from terminating 
the broadcasting of such station’s analog tel-
evision signal (and continuing to broadcast 
exclusively in the digital television service) 
prior to the date established by law under 
section 3002(b) of the Digital Television 
Transition and Public Safety Act of 2005 for 
termination of all licenses for full-power tel-
evision stations in the analog television 
service (as amended by section 2 of this Act) 
so long as such prior termination is con-
ducted in accordance with the Federal Com-
munications Commission’s requirements in 
effect on the date of enactment of this Act, 
including the flexible procedures established 
in the Matter of Third Periodic Review of 
the Commission’s Rules and Policies Affect-
ing the Conversion to Digital Television 
(FCC 07–228, MB Docket No. 07–91, released 
December 31, 2007). 

(b) PUBLIC SAFETY RADIO SERVICES.—Noth-
ing in this Act, or the amendments made by 
this Act, shall prevent a public safety service 
licensee from commencing operations con-
sistent with the terms of its license on spec-
trum recovered as a result of the voluntary 
cessation of broadcasting in the analog or 
digital television service pursuant to sub-
section (a). Any such public safety use shall 
be subject to the relevant Federal Commu-
nications Commission rules and regulations 
in effect on the date of enactment of this 
Act, including section 90.545 of the Commis-
sion’s rules (47 C.F.R. § 90.545). 

(c) EXPEDITED RULEMAKING.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Fed-
eral Communications Commission and the 
National Telecommunications and Informa-
tion Administration shall, not later than 30 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
each adopt or revise its rules, regulations, or 
orders or take such other actions as may be 
necessary or appropriate to implement the 
provisions, and carry out the purposes, of 
this Act and the amendments made by this 
Act. 
SEC. 5. EXTENSION OF COMMISSION AUCTION 

AUTHORITY. 
Section 309(j)(11) of the Communications 

Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 309(j)(11)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2011.’’ and inserting ‘‘2012.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. BOUCHER) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BARTON) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOUCHER. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on the 
legislation now pending. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOUCHER. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, today we take a 
highly regrettable, but necessary, step 
and delay the date for the digital tele-
vision transition from the currently 
scheduled February 17 until June 12. 
With this delay, and the additional 
funding for the program which the 
stimulus measure will provide, we can 
assure a smooth transition and avoid 
the disruption and the loss of tele-
vision service by millions of American 
homes that otherwise would occur. 

Yesterday, the Nielsen service that 
surveys and reports on television view-
ing in America reported that more 
than 6 million American households 
that have over-the-air dependent ana-
log television sets are completely un-
prepared for the transition. Those 
homes will lose service if analog broad-
cast ends on February 17. These 6 mil-
lion homes do not have cable or sat-
ellite subscriptions, they depend on the 
use of rabbit ears or outdoor antennas 
in order to receive television service 
delivered over the air. 

More than 3 million applications for 
converter box coupons are currently 
pending at the NTIA, and the program 
is currently out of funds. These 3 mil-
lion pending coupons, therefore, cannot 
be honored. 

It’s truly unfortunate that the situa-
tion that we now confront was com-
pletely avoidable, but previous action 
to avoid it simply was not taken. Many 
of us warned years ago, when the legis-
lation setting the February 17 DTV 
transition date passed, that the $1.34 
billion set aside for the coupon pro-
gram for converter boxes was not suffi-
cient. We pointed out that there are 70 
million analog television sets in serv-
ice in the U.S. that are over-the-air de-
pendent. These television sets receive 
their television signals through the use 
of rabbit ears or outdoor antennas. The 
$1.34 billion finances converter boxes 
for less than one half that number. It 
simply was not realistic to assume that 
more than one-half of these 70 million 
sets would simply be discarded. 

The decision was consciously made at 
the outset that only $1.34 billion in rev-
enues from the 700 megahertz auction— 
which itself derived more than $20 bil-
lion in revenues—would be expended in 
order to ease this transition and assure 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 04:18 Jan 28, 2009 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00056 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K27JA7.125 H27JAPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

68
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-13T12:10:06-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




