
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 111th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

b This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., b 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

.

H39 

Vol. 155 WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2009 No. 2 

House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. TAUSCHER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 7, 2009. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ELLEN O. 
TAUSCHER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord our God, gathered together as 
Members of the 111th Congress, we are 
ready to work for the good of this Na-
tion. Called by Your voice and the will 
of free people, make us attentive to 
Your word. Being restless in our world, 
grant us Your peace. 

Whatever their diverse needs, let us 
respond the best we can. Having found 
common ground in this Nation’s his-
tory and principles of this sound gov-
ernment, guide us to accomplish deeds 
of justice and good order for all our 
citizens. 

We commend ourselves and this Na-
tion to You, as the shepherd and guard-
ian of our souls, now and forever. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
BOOZMAN) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. BOOZMAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate by Ms. 

Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate agreed to the following 
resolution: 

S. RES. 8 
In the Senate of the United States, Janu-

ary 6, 2009. 
Whereas Claiborne Pell represented the 

people of Rhode Island with distinction for 36 
years in the United States Senate, from 1961 
to 1997, and was the longest-serving Senator 
in Rhode Island’s history; 

Whereas Claiborne Pell served in the 
United States Coast Guard and the Coast 
Guard Reserve, beginning in 1941 and retiring 
in 1978 with the rank of Captain; 

Whereas Claiborne Pell participated in the 
1945 United Nations Conference on Inter-
national Organization that established the 
United Nations, and was a champion of the 
United Nations throughout his life; 

Whereas Claiborne Pell served as a Foreign 
Service Officer from 1945 to 1952; 

Whereas Claiborne Pell sponsored the leg-
islation that, in 1965, created the National 
Endowment for the Arts and the National 
Endowment for the Humanities and, in 1966, 
created the National Sea Grant College and 
Program; 

Whereas Claiborne Pell’s vision led to the 
creation of an improved passenger rail sys-
tem in the Northeast and across the United 
States; 

Whereas Claiborne Pell believed that eco-
nomic means should not be a barrier to a 
higher education and sponsored legislation 
creating the Basic Educational Opportunity 
Grants in 1972, which were renamed ‘‘Pell 
Grants’’ in 1980; 

Whereas Pell Grants have helped 54,000,000 
people in the United States secure a higher 
education; 

Whereas Claiborne Pell sought to expand 
educational opportunities throughout his 
tenure as a member and as Chairman of the 
Senate Subcommittee on Education, Arts 
and Humanities; 

Whereas Claiborne Pell served as Chairman 
of the Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions in the 100th through 103rd Congresses; 

Whereas Claiborne Pell was a champion of 
human rights who devoted himself to pro-
moting a peaceful resolution to inter-
national conflict and the elimination of the 
threat of nuclear weapons; and 

Whereas the hallmarks of Claiborne Pell’s 
public service were unsurpassed respect, de-
cency, and civility: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the Senate has heard with profound sor-

row and deep regret the announcement of the 
death of the Honorable Claiborne Pell, 
former member of the United States Senate; 

(2) the Secretary of the Senate commu-
nicate these resolutions to the House of Rep-
resentatives and transmit an enrolled copy 
thereof to the family of the deceased; and 

(3) that when the Senate adjourns today, it 
stand adjourned as a further mark of respect 
to the memory of the Honorable Claiborne 
Pell. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate agreed to the following joint 
resolution: 

S.J. Res. 3. Joint resolution ensuring that 
the compensation and other emoluments at-
tached to the office of Secretary of the Inte-
rior are those which were in effect on Janu-
ary 1, 2005. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

STAND FOR THE RULE OF LAW, 
NOT THE RULE OF FORCE 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, we 
cannot truly celebrate a new year, a 
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new Congress and a new administration 
if all we see is the same old destruction 
in the Middle East with U.S. weapons 
being illegally used to kill children. 

I oppose Hamas’ rocket attacks on 
Israel. The rocket attacks, even to try 
to end the blockade, have no moral jus-
tification, are illegal, and must stop. 
But how can Israel claim self-defense 
when it bombs Gaza, which has no 
army, no air force, no navy, and has 
been under a constant blockade? How 
can Israel claim self-defense when its 
bombs destroy U.N. schools, killing 
children? 

The children of Palestinians and the 
children of Israel both deserve life. But 
the lives of the children of Gaza are 
cynically discounted as human shields. 
Massacres are being rationalized. 
Israel’s ‘‘moral high ground’’ in Gaza, a 
growing pile of small bones in a grave-
yard. 

The administration knows Israel is 
using U.S. weapons, paid for by U.S. 
taxpayers, with disproportionate force, 
creating a collective punishment of 
Gazans, assuring an escalation of con-
flict, clear violations of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act. 

Israel was given U.S. weapons on con-
dition they would not be used for ag-
gression or escalation. This outgoing 
administration must finally stand for 
the rule of law, not the rule of force. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF SERGEANT JOHN 
PENICH, U.S. ARMY 

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a brave American 
soldier who sacrificed his life for free-
dom, Sergeant John Penich. 

Sergeant Penich, by all accounts, 
was an extraordinary solider whose 
hard work and determination earned 
him the title of Soldier of the Year in 
2007 for his brigade. His bravery was 
evident in combat on several occasions. 
Brigadier General Perry Wiggins has 
said he knows of three separate in-
stances when Sergeant Penich saved 
the lives of his comrades. 

According to newspaper reports, one 
of his final acts of bravery came on 
September 6, 2008, when his patrol was 
attacked by rocket-propelled grenades 
and small-arms fire. He showed his 
courage under fire, taking charge and 
reestablishing security and saving the 
lives of his platoon members. His 
heroics on that day earned him a Silver 
Star, the third highest honor given to 
members of the armed services for 
valor. 

Five and a half weeks after he earned 
the Silver Star, he gave the ultimate 
sacrifice. Sergeant Penich put himself 
in harm’s way to make the world a bet-
ter place. 

His commitment to this country is 
second to none. He wanted to be an of-
ficer, and there’s no doubt we would 
have benefited from this young man’s 
tremendous leadership abilities. 

Sergeant John Penich is a true 
American hero. I ask that my col-
leagues keep his family and friends in 
their thoughts and prayers during this 
very difficult time. 

f 

CONGRESS MUST WORK TO SAVE 
AND CREATE JOBS DURING 
THESE UNCERTAIN TIMES 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, last year, 
nearly 2 million Americans lost their 
jobs. Almost half of those job losses 
came in October and November, after 
the financial collapse of Wall Street. 

The December jobs numbers will be 
out in a couple of days, but it is not 
likely to be good news. All month long 
retailers were saying that they had to 
lay off seasonal help because Ameri-
cans simply were not spending their 
money. And that’s not surprising, con-
sidering that many of our constituents 
are justifiably concerned about their 
job security. Even those that are con-
fident that they will hold on to their 
jobs are feeling financially squeezed be-
cause they are being paid less than 
they were 10 years ago. 

As the 111th Congress begins this 
week, we are committed to getting 
Americans back to work and pre-
venting further job cuts from hap-
pening later this year. We also want to 
provide middle class Americans with 
tax relief so they can better afford 
their monthly bills. 

Madam Speaker, as change comes to 
Washington, we should work in a bipar-
tisan manner to pass an economic re-
covery package quickly. We cannot af-
ford to wait. 

f 

A NEW YEAR 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, this year we should 
work immediately to address the chal-
lenges facing our Nation. Recent job 
losses and a decline in the housing 
market have led many Americans to 
lose confidence in our economy. I am 
optimistic, however, that sound bipar-
tisan solutions that support small busi-
nesses and provide tax relief to Amer-
ican families will mean a quicker re-
covery and less of a burden on future 
generations of taxpayers. 

As we expand opportunities for job 
creation, Congress should promote an 
all-of-the-above energy strategy. We 
cannot sustain our expensive and stra-
tegically dangerous dependence on for-
eign oil. 

While there remain enemies who 
threaten our freedoms, I am grateful 
that our fighting men and women re-
main committed to their duty. We 
must defeat terrorists overseas to pro-

tect American families at home. We 
must always honor our military and 
veterans. 

I am confident that we will lead our 
Nation toward greater prosperity and 
security if we trust and invest in the 
ingenuity and spirit of the American 
people with limited government. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLAN 
INVESTS IN AMERICA’S FUTURE 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, at a 
time of great economic anxiety, this 
new Congress faces enormous chal-
lenges. In the next 6 weeks we’re going 
to craft and hopefully pass an eco-
nomic recovery package that will cre-
ate and save millions of jobs and will 
help jump start our economy with in-
vestments in some of our Nation’s top 
priorities. 

At a time when millions of Ameri-
cans are losing their health insurance, 
Washington needs to provide critical 
assistance to States so that they can 
continue to provide health care serv-
ices through Medicaid. If Congress does 
not act, States will have no other 
choice than to begin dropping cov-
erage. That is an immediate health 
care concern that we should deal with 
as part of any economic stimulus pack-
age. 

But we also have an opportunity to 
modernize our health care system with 
new computer technology that will 
greatly reduce health care costs and 
will improve care for every American. 

Madam Speaker, I look forward to 
working with all of my colleagues in 
crafting a bipartisan plan that will 
help rebuild our economy so that we 
can get people back to work. 

f 

SELF DEFENSE AGAINST 
RELIGIOUS EXTREMISM 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
the radical hate group Hamas in Gaza 
has refused to renew a truce with 
Israel. It has begun once more firing 
thousands of Iranian-made rockets into 
Israel. Numerous Israelis have died in 
the last 11 days. 

Hamas wants to annihilate Israel be-
cause, well, they’re Jews. Hamas kills 
people that aren’t radical Muslims like 
themselves. That’s why they’re called 
terrorists. 

Hamas cowardly hides among civil-
ians for cover, fires rockets, then is in-
dignant if Israel defends itself. But 
Israel has moved into Gaza to find 
these bad guys. 

Some world leaders, rather than 
mounting pressure on Hamas to stop 
the rocket attacks, are calling for a 
ceasefire, even a unilateral withdrawal 
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