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Whereas the lecture by and advocacy of 

Randy Pausch have brought, and will con-
tinue to bring, renewed advocacy and com-
mitment to the field of pancreatic cancer re-
search and treatment; 

Whereas the lecture by and advocacy of 
Randy Pausch have touched countless people 
throughout the United States and the world 
and encouraged them to change their lives 
for the better; 

Whereas 75 percent of pancreatic cancer 
patients die within the first year of their di-
agnosis and only 5 percent survive more than 
5 years, making pancreatic cancer the dead-
liest of any cancer; 

Whereas there has been no significant im-
provement in survival rates in the last 30 
years and pancreatic cancer research is still 
in the earliest scientific stages; 

Whereas there are no early detection meth-
ods and minimal treatment options for pan-
creatic cancer; 

Whereas when symptoms of pancreatic 
cancer present themselves, it is generally 
too late for an optimistic prognosis, and the 
average survival rate of those diagnosed with 
metastasis of the disease is only 3 to 6 
months; 

Whereas the incidence rate of pancreatic 
cancer is 40 to 50 percent higher in African- 
Americans than in other ethnic groups; and 

Whereas it would be appropriate to observe 
November as Pancreatic Cancer Awareness 
Month to educate communities across the 
Nation about pancreatic cancer and the need 
for research funding, early detection meth-
ods, effective treatments, and treatment pro-
grams: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate supports the 
goals and ideals of Pancreatic Cancer Aware-
ness Month. 

f 

NATIONAL AMERICAN INDIAN AND 
ALASKA NATIVE HERITAGE 
MONTH 
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 

that the Indian Affairs Committee be 
discharged from further consideration 
of S. Res. 719 and the Senate proceed to 
its consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 719) recognizing Na-

tional American Indian and Alaska Native 
Heritage Month and celebrating the heritage 
and culture of American Indians and Alaska 
Natives and the contributions of American 
Indians and Alaska Natives to the United 
States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, the motions to 
reconsider be laid upon the table, there 
be no intervening action or debate, and 
any statements related to the resolu-
tion be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 719) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 719 

Whereas from November 1, 2008, through 
November 30, 2008, the United States cele-
brates National American Indian and Alaska 
Native Heritage Month; 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives are descendants of the original, indige-
nous inhabitants of what is now the United 
States; 

Whereas, in 2000, the United States Census 
Bureau reported that there were more than 
4,000,000 people in the United States of Amer-
ican Indian and Alaska Native descent; 

Whereas, on December 2, 1989, the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs of the Senate held a 
hearing exploring the contributions of the Ir-
oquois Confederacy, and its influence on the 
Founding Fathers in the drafting of the Con-
stitution of the United States with the con-
cepts of freedom of speech, the separation of 
governmental powers, and checks and bal-
ances among the branches of government; 

Whereas the Senate has reaffirmed that a 
major national goal of the United States is 
to provide the resources, processes, and 
structure that will enable Indian Tribes and 
tribal members to obtain the quantity and 
quality of health care services and opportu-
nities that will eliminate the health dispari-
ties between American Indians and the gen-
eral population of the United States; 

Whereas Congress recently reaffirmed its 
trust responsibility to improve the housing 
conditions and socioeconomic status of 
American Indians and Alaska Natives by 
providing affordable homes in a safe and 
healthy environment; 

Whereas, throughout its course of dealing 
with Indian Tribes, the United States Gov-
ernment has engaged in a government-to- 
government relationship with Tribes; 

Whereas the United States Government 
owes a trust obligation to Tribes, acknowl-
edged in treaties, statutes, and decisions of 
the Supreme Court, to protect the interests 
and welfare of tribal governments and their 
members; 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives have consistently served with honor 
and distinction in the Armed Forces of the 
United States, some as early as the Revolu-
tionary War, and continue to serve in the 
Armed Forces in greater numbers per capita 
than any other group in the United States; 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives speak and preserve indigenous lan-
guages and have contributed hundreds of 
words to the English language, including the 
names of people and locations in the United 
States; 

Whereas Congress has recognized Native 
American code talkers who served with 
honor and distinction in World War I and 
World War II, using indigenous languages as 
an unbreakable military code, saving count-
less American lives; 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives are deeply rooted in tradition and cul-
ture, which drives their strength of commu-
nity; and 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives of all ages celebrate the great achieve-
ments of their ancestors and heroes and con-
tinue to share their stories with future gen-
erations: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the celebration of National 

American Indian and Alaska Native Heritage 
Month during the month of November 2008; 

(2) honors the heritage and culture of 
American Indians and Alaska Natives and 
the contributions of American Indians and 
Alaska Natives to the United States; and 

(3) urges the people of the United States to 
observe National American Indian and Alas-
ka Native Heritage Month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

REGARDING HORRIFIC TERRORIST 
ATTACKS AND SIEGE IN 
MUMBAI, INDIA 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to S. Res. 724 submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 724) expressing the 

sense of the Senate on the horrific terrorist 
attacks and siege in Mumbai, India, begin-
ning on November 26, 2008, and concluding on 
November 29, 2008. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, the motions to 
reconsider be laid on the table, that 
there be no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements related to 
this matter be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 724) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 724 

Whereas, on the evening of November 26, 
2008, evidence strongly suggests that 10 ter-
rorists came ashore into the city of Mumbai, 
India, from a hijacked fishing trawler in the 
Arabian Sea, and conducted coordinated at-
tacks on major hotels, restaurants, hos-
pitals, and transportation hubs, and a reli-
gious center; 

Whereas the attackers entered into a 
standoff with security forces of the Govern-
ment of India over the next 60 hours at a 
number of sites, deliberately holding many 
hostages while trapping other innocent vic-
tims with no means of escape; 

Whereas authorities of the Government of 
India brought the horrific three-day siege of 
Mumbai to a close on the morning of Novem-
ber 29, 2008; 

Whereas the final death toll from the siege 
exceeded 170 victims, with hundreds more in-
jured; 

Whereas those murdered include citizens of 
India as well as 22 foreigners from 11 dif-
ferent countries, including the following six 
United States citizens: Aryeh Leibish 
Teitelbaum, Rabbi Gavriel Noah Holtzberg, 
Ben Zion Chroman, Sandeep Jeswani, Alan 
Michael Scherr, and Naomi Leia Scherr. 

Whereas the terrorists who attacked 
Mumbai attacked a symbol of religious plu-
ralism and outreach, a Jewish outreach cen-
ter at the Nariman House, murdering six 
residents of the Nariman House, including 
Rabbi Holtzberg and his five-month pregnant 
wife, Rivka, orphaning their two-year old 
son, Moshe, who was heroically rescued by 
his Indian nanny, Sandra Samuel; 

Whereas nine of the attackers were found 
dead at various sites where they were en-
gaged in a standoff with authorities of the 
Government of India, with only one sur-
viving attacker taken into custody; 

Whereas evidence collected to date sug-
gests the involvement of an Islamic militant 
group, Lashkar-e-Taiba, that has ties to al 
Qaeda and operates out of Pakistan; 

Whereas India has endured a series of dev-
astating terrorist attacks in recent years, 
suffering 3,674 deaths from terrorist attacks 
in a recent three-year period; and 

Whereas India, the world’s largest democ-
racy, is a strategic partner of the United 
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