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This is an issue I hear about in my district a 
lot, both from those inspired by Senator Well-
stone’s passion for this issue and those willing 
to share their stories to make change. 

We all know the current system is unfair. 
People should not have to forego essential 
treatment because of cost when care could 
mean improvements to their quality of life and 
productivity. 

Parents should not end up with an emer-
gency room bill they can’t pay because they 
rushed their daughter to the hospital after a 
suicide attempt, or watch their child suffer 
after being released from a residential center 
because insurance coverage ended—not be-
cause his treatment was over. 

And our servicemen and women returning 
from Iraq should not be handed a 1-800 num-
ber to treat a mental illness. 

As we look to reform our health care sys-
tem, mental health and physical care can no 
longer be looked at as separate entities. It is 
morally right, and good for both our economy 
and our health care system. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill and I yield back my 
time. 
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HONORING SPIKE O’DELL ON HIS 
RETIREMENT FROM WGN RADIO 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Spike O’Dell, retiring host of the 
Spike O’Dell program on WGN Radio in Chi-
cago. Spike has brought his unique style of 
humor and knowledge to countless 
Chicagoans every morning for the past two 
decades. I have appeared on his morning 
show numerous times, and I can honestly say 
that it has been a pleasure working with Spike 
and his staff, especially his producer Jim 
Wiser. Spike will be sorely missed on the 
radio by all in Chicagoland. 

A native of East Moline, Illinois, Spike grad-
uated from York College in Nebraska before 
obtaining his certificate in broadcasting from a 
local vocational school. His first radio job was 
at WEMO in his home town of East Moline, Il-
linois, before moving on to KSTT in Dav-
enport, Iowa. Next, he moved to WBT in Char-
lotte, North Carolina, then on to KIIK back in 
Davenport, Iowa. Spike’s big break came in 
1987 when he was offered the afternoon show 
on WGN Radio in Chicago. He flourished in 
this role at WGN, garnering a loyal following, 
and in 2000 he succeeded the late Bob Col-
lins as the host of morning programming. 
Since his appointment, Spike’s show is con-
sistently rated the top morning show in Chi-
cago. 

The Spike O’Dell show did not just report 
the news, it was where the news was made. 
From exclusive interviews with everyone from 
entertainers to politicians, on sight reporting 
from across the globe and insightful editorials 
from Spike and a wide cast of contributors, the 
Spike O’Dell show was always both inform-
ative and entertaining. 

The self proclaimed ‘‘worst kept secret’’ in 
radio, Spike announced his retirement nearly 2 
years ago, telling listeners that on January 1, 
2009 there would be a new host for the morn-
ing show. While a successor has yet to be 

named, it is going to be extremely difficult to 
find someone as hard working and who gen-
erates as loyal a fan base as Spike. 

It is my great privilege to honor Spike O’Dell 
for his commitment to radio in Chicago. I wish 
the best to Spike and his wife Karen. May his 
retirement be as successful and rewarding as 
his show. 
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HONORING LINDA RAWLS 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today along with my colleague, Congressman 
MIKE THOMPSON, to honor and acknowledge 
Linda Rawls, who has been named the 2008 
Sonoma Treasure Artist of the Year, or simply 
the Sonoma Treasure, by the City of Sonoma. 
Each year the City’s Cultural and Fine Arts 
Commission selects one of the hundreds of 
artists living and working in the Sonoma Valley 
to receive this honor. Ms. Rawls was singled 
out for her decade’s long work in costume de-
sign. 

By one account, she has fitted and cos-
tumed the stars and extras of more than 132 
productions, including those of the Sonoma 
City Opera, the Sonoma Ballet Conservatory, 
schools plays at Sonoma Valley High and 
each of the grade schools, Vintage House 
Senior Center, churches and Hootchie Doo 
Productions, a community theatre group. Her 
talents have led her to create designs for pro-
ductions in neighboring counties, including 
42nd Street Moon productions in San Fran-
cisco. 

According to Ms. Rawls, ‘‘Costumes have to 
do everything. A show can have no scenery, 
but with a woman’s dress or a man’s hat, you 
can decipher the time and place in an instant.’’ 
She calls costumes the ‘‘elemental scenery of 
a play, telling more about character and con-
text than anything else on stage.’’ 

Ms. Rawls stumbled into her artistic calling 
26 years ago when the costume designer for 
a school opera in which her 8-year-old son 
was performing unexpectedly quit. She volun-
teered to step in and has been following her 
passion ever since. 

Her peers have acknowledged Ms. Rawls 
work by awarding her the Best First Day Cos-
tume Award from the International Gilbert and 
Sullivan Festival in Buxton, England in 1996 
and the Dean Goodman Choice Award for 
Outstanding Achievement in Theatre for Cos-
tume Design in 2003. 

Madam Speaker, Linda Rawls is a true artist 
in every sense of the word and it is appro-
priate that we honor her today as the 2008 
Sonoma Treasure Artist of the Year. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF COACH JIM 
BOEHEIM 

HON. JAMES T. WALSH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008 

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to pay tribute to Coach Jim 
Boeheim for helping to bring home a Gold 

Medal in Men’s Basketball at the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics, and for his decades of service to 
Syracuse University basketball and the Syra-
cuse community. 

Jim Boeheim, an Upstate New York native 
from the Wayne County town of Lyons, began 
his career with Syracuse basketball as a walk- 
on player in 1962. By the time he was a sen-
ior he had worked his way to being a co-cap-
tain and helped lead his team to the NCAA 
tournament for the second time in school his-
tory. After graduating from Syracuse, Jim had 
a successful pro playing career until he turned 
to coaching when he joined the Syracuse 
Men’s Basketball coaching staff in 1969. He 
worked his way up the ranks, starting as a 
graduate assistant coach to ultimately being 
named head coach in 1976. 

For 32 years Jim Boeheim has honorably 
served as head coach of the Syracuse Univer-
sity Men’s basketball team. During his tenure 
he has become one of the most successful 
and respected coaches in college basketball 
history. He has led all of his teams to a win-
ning record, including 30 seasons with 20 or 
more wins. His 30–20 win or better seasons 
ties him with coaching legend Dean Smith for 
the most ever. Under Coach Boeheim’s direc-
tion, SU has made it to the post-season 31 
times, including 25 trips to the NCAA Tour-
nament where they made appearances in 
three championship games. In 2003 Coach 
Boeheim led the Syracuse Orange to its first 
ever NCAA National Championship Title. 

With 771 career wins, Jim ranks 11th all 
time in wins among Division I head coaches, 
4th among active coaches. He is also the 
winningest coach in Big East Conference his-
tory, with 342 conference wins, which include 
five conference championships. In September 
2005 he was inducted into the Naismith Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame. 

In November 2005, Jim continued to add to 
his hall of fame resume when he was named 
as one of three assistant coaches for USA 
Basketball Men’s National Team for a three 
year appointment. His coaching expertise 
helped lead Team USA to an undefeated 
record in the 2008 Olympics, culminating in a 
118–107 victory over Spain in the gold medal 
game. Team USA’s victory not only brought 
home a gold medal, but it also restored pride 
and respect in American basketball, and Jim’s 
role in achieving both was instrumental. His 
role as part of the gold medal men’s basket-
ball team gives us all another reason to ap-
plaud him. With his Olympic success, Jim 
brought a piece of Syracuse to Beijing and a 
piece of the gold back to Syracuse. 

Jim is someone that I have admired for his 
entire career, not only for being a great coach, 
but for also being a great human being. He 
has always handled himself with class, even in 
the face of adversity from critics, many of 
whom have never even played basketball. He 
has never looked for credit in his teams’ suc-
cesses; he just goes out and does his job and 
does it well. I also hold Jim in high regard for 
his selfless contributions to his community 
through numerous charitable initiatives, includ-
ing Coaches vs. Cancer, for which he has 
been a top fundraiser, nationwide, for many 
years. 

On behalf of the people of the 25th District 
of New York, I thank Coach Boeheim for his 
contributions to basketball, both at Syracuse 
and at the Olympic games, and for being an 
outstanding community leader. I also wish to 
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thank Jim’s wife Juli and his children for shar-
ing him with us for all these years. Thank you 
Jim for your service and congratulations on all 
of your success. Best of luck in the upcoming 
season; I know you and your team will con-
tinue to make us proud. 

f 

DANIEL WILLIAM BYRNE 

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, on Octo-
ber 5, 2008, Daniel William Byrne passed 
away at his home in Tulelake, CA with his 
wife, Geri, and his family at his side. Dan was 
one of the finest stewards of our great natural 
resources that I have ever known, and his 
contributions to northern California’s agricul-
tural community will be sorely missed. 

Dan was born on Sept. 19, 1954, in Klam-
ath Falls, Ore., to Robert A. Byrne and Eliza-
beth (Betty Lou) Byrne (Dalton) Shirley. He at-
tended Newell Elementary School and grad-
uated from Bellarmine College Prep in San 
Jose in 1972, then earned his Bachelor of 
Science degree in farm management from 
California Polytechnic State University in San 
Luis Obispo in 1977. While at Cal Poly, he 
met his future wife and partner, Geri Bielar, 
whom he married in 1978. 

Dan returned home after graduation and op-
erated the family ranch with his father and his 
brothers. He demonstrated remarkable intel-
ligence and earned respect as a rancher who 
took great pride in running cattle while also 
working in partnerships to improve steward-
ship of the land. He and his brother, Mike, 
were awarded the Society for Range Manage-
ment California Section Award in Excellence in 
Range Management in 1968 as well as the 
conservation award from the Klamath Soil and 
Water Conservation District and the Tulelake- 
Butte Valley Fair Farmer and Rancher of the 
Year Award, both in 2007. Dan was also given 
the California Farm Bureau Federation Distin-
guished Service Award in 2008. Dan was a 
good friend and a fine man. 

His loved ones were an integral part of his 
life and his work, and I wish to offer my con-
dolences to the entire Byrne family. Dan is 
survived by his wife, Geri, of Tulelake; sister, 
Elizabeth Flynn, of Danville, Calif., and her 
sons, Michael and Thomas; a brother, Bob, 
and his wife, Cory, of Tulelake and their 
daughters, Melissa, Gwen and Katelyn; a 
brother, Mike, and his wife, Bev, of Tulelake, 
and their son, Matt, and their daughter, 
Brianna; a sister, Pat Byrne, of Lodi, Calif.; his 
stepfather, Bob Shirley, of Chico, Calif.; and 
his mother-in-law, Joan Bielar, of Rocklin, 
Calif. 
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TRIBUTE TO PETER HART 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008 

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Peter Hart for his diligent and 
outstanding leadership as chairman of the Al-
leghenies Chapter of SCORE, a nationwide 

organization providing free counseling to small 
businesses around the country. As chairman 
of Alleghenies SCORE from 2006–2008, Peter 
led a team of 45 volunteers in assisting and 
counseling 400 small businesses around the 
region. 

SCORE was most fortunate to have had 
Peter as its chairman for the past two years. 
His background in the railroad and steel indus-
tries and as a college educator has served 
him well in the dual role of counselor and ad-
ministrator. His accomplishments include pro-
viding formal training for new counselors; es-
tablishing a chapter Web site; renaming the 
chapter ‘‘Alleghenies’’ to better identify the 
wide region that is served; and establishing a 
system for providing clients with counselors 
who closely match their professional needs. 
Peter has zealously devoted many extra hours 
into publicizing SCORE’s mission and service 
in the Allegheny region. He is an excellent re-
cruiter for the chapter, and his son has fol-
lowed in his father’s footsteps, becoming a 
counselor in the Pittsburgh Chapter. 

Peter has demonstrated extraordinary devo-
tion toward providing counseling for start-ups 
and continuing businesses located in Bedford, 
Blair, Cambria, Fulton and Somerset Counties. 
Peter Hart’s chairmanship of the Alleghenies 
SCORE Chapter has inspired and enthused 
the volunteer members of the chapter and 
many others who have benefited from his self-
less and tireless dedication and leadership. I 
and the volunteers of Alleghenies SCORE 
would like to thank Peter Hart for his devotion 
to assisting his community and for inspiring so 
many others to do the same. 
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HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE OF RAY STEELE, JR. 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
along with my colleagues from California Mr. 
CARDOZA, Mr. NUNES and Mr. RADANOVICH to 
pay tribute to the distinguished public service 
of Ray Steele, Jr. After 41 years, Ray Steele 
is retiring as publisher and president of the 
Fresno Bee in Fresno, California. 

Prior to embarking on his distinguished ca-
reer with the Fresno Bee, Ray worked at the 
Fowler Ensign and for the Associated Press 
Bureau in Fresno. In 1967, he began what 
would result in 41 years of service to the 
McClatchy Company. Mr. Steele worked tire-
lessly in various positions with the Fresno 
Bee, the Sacramento Bee and with corporate 
headquarters. 

Ray started as a reporter with the Fresno 
Bee while he was still in college. During his 
time there he held several positions in the 
news room before moving to Sacramento in 
1982 to take on the position of administrative 
director of the Sacramento Bee, and then later 
becoming publisher of community publications. 
In 1986, Mr. Steele returned to Fresno, Cali-
fornia and became the General Manager of 
the Fresno Bee, with responsibility for all busi-
ness operations. After only seven years Mr. 
Steele moved on to corporate headquarters 
where he held several different management 
positions. In 2001, he became publisher and 
president of the Fresno Bee. 

Throughout his distinguished career, Ray 
has served on numerous boards and has 
given back to his community. He currently 
serves on the board of directors of the Fresno 
Business Council, the Economic Development 
Corporation of Fresno County and the Fresno 
Regional Foundation. He also serves on the 
board of governors of California State Univer-
sity Fresno Foundation as well as the advisory 
council of the Criminology Department. Ray 
has also been a lifetime member of the Fres-
no State Alumni Association and previously 
served on the board of the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art & Science. 

His service and accomplishments were rec-
ognized by California State University, Fresno 
in 2005 when he received the Top Dog Award 
as the outstanding alumnus of the College of 
Arts and Humanities. In 2007, he was award-
ed with the Jim Tucker Media Service Award 
which is presented by the Mass Communica-
tion and Journalism Department at California 
State University, Fresno. 

Throughout his career, Ray Steele has prov-
en to be a highly effective leader who has al-
ways been committed to excellence in jour-
nalism. As he gets ready to spend more time 
with his wife Mary Lou, daughters and grand-
children, along with endeavors of interest to 
him, we thank him for his service and we wish 
him continued success and best of luck for the 
future. 

f 

HONORING RAYMOND HATTER 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Raymond Hatter, as he retired from 
his position as Executive Director of Salem 
Housing Community Development Corpora-
tion. An open house was held in his honor on 
November 7, 2008 in my hometown of Flint, 
Michigan. 

For the past 14 years, Raymond Hatter has 
provided leadership to the Salem Housing or-
ganization. He has reinforced the Salem 
Housing commitment to provide safe, afford-
able housing for limited income families and to 
support families through education, property 
management, and economic development. 
During his tenure, Salem Housing has devel-
oped relationships with economic development 
organizations, the Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation, the Genesee County Land Bank 
Authority, and community groups in an effort 
to bring re-investment into City of Flint neigh-
borhoods. Mr. Hatter’s vision became reality 
when the area of Wood Street, M.L. King Ave-
nue and Garland Street was cleared, cared for 
and became the Metawanenee Hills neighbor-
hood. At a cost of 4 million dollars the 24 new 
homes provide affordable, safe and energy ef-
ficient housing to families. 

In addition to his work revitalizing neighbor-
hoods, Mr. Hatter is a member of the Flint 
Board of Education, the Co-Chairperson of the 
University of Michigan-Flint University Out-
reach Department, Advisory Council Member 
of the Federal Home Loan Bank of Indianap-
olis, Board Member of the Mass Transpor-
tation Authority Board of Directors, Board 
Member of the City of Flint Zoning Board of 
Appeals, and a Reader Representative of the 
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