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COMMENDING BARTER THEATRE 

ON ITS 75TH ANNIVERSARY 
Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
416) commending Barter Theatre on the 
occasion of its 75th anniversary, and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the concurrent resolution 

is as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 416 

Whereas Barter Theatre in Abingdon, Vir-
ginia, presents its 75th anniversary season in 
2008; 

Whereas Barter Theatre was founded in 
1933 by visionary Robert Porterfield, who 
originated the idea of offering people admis-
sion to artistic performances in exchange for 
fresh produce and livestock, inspiring the 
name, ‘‘Barter Theatre’’; 

Whereas in 1946, the Virginia General As-
sembly designated Barter Theatre as the 
State Theatre of Virginia, the first theater 
to receive this distinction; 

Whereas Barter Theatre is a favorite des-
tination for regional, national, and inter-
national visitors, and its patrons have more 
than doubled over the past 10 years; 

Whereas in 2006, the company’s 2 stages 
drew 160,000 patrons for live theatrical pro-
ductions, including comedies, musicals, 
dramas, mysteries, and innovative new 
works, to educate and entertain audiences; 

Whereas, as one of the few resident thea-
ters still functioning, Barter Theatre is the 
longest continuously operating Equity the-
ater in the country; 

Whereas the Barter Players, the touring 
company of the theater, travel to 8 States 
each year, performing at schools and com-
munity venues, augmenting the artistic edu-
cation for all ages; 

Whereas Barter Theatre’s Appalachian 
Festival of Plays and Playwrights is an an-
nual arts festival that celebrates the rich-
ness of Appalachian history and culture by 
providing a venue where the story of the re-
gion, both past and present, can be explored 
and showcased by area playwrights and writ-
ers; 

Whereas Barter Theatre has created and 
implemented an award-winning Internet Dis-
tance Learning Program which teaches stu-
dents about artistic and technical theatrical 
elements using a web-based interactive pro-
gram available to classrooms across the re-
gion; 

Whereas the Barter Theatre Student Mat-
inee Program provides the opportunity for 
students to attend professional theater per-
formances, ask questions of the actors and 
other theater professionals, participate in 
set design and acting workshops, and learn 
about the inner workings of a professional 
theater; 

Whereas the Barter Theatre Young Play-
wrights Festival offers a contest for local 
high school students to write and submit 
plays of their own, with the winning plays 
performed by professionals at Barter The-
atre, encouraging the development of stu-
dents’ writing skills and creativity and pro-
viding training to educators in teaching 
playwriting; and 

Whereas Barter Theatre is a premiere tour-
ist attraction in Southwest Virginia and one 

of the cornerstones of tourism for the entire 
region: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the Congress— 

(1) commends and congratulates Barter 
Theatre on the occasion of its 75th anniver-
sary; 

(2) recognizes Barter Theatre for providing 
75 years of high quality artistic programs to 
visitors and the surrounding community, 
educational programs, and a venue for artis-
tic development in Southwest Virginia; 

(3) recognizes that Barter Theatre is a val-
uable educational resource, reaching 18,000 
students each season through its productions 
on two stages; and 

(4) recognizes that educational outreach of 
Barter Theatre, which includes the Young 
Playwrights Festival, the Internet Distance 
Learning Program, the Student Matinee Pro-
gram, and the touring company of Barter 
Theatre, the Barter Players, exposes young 
people to playwriting and performances and 
encourages artistic expression. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS AND GOALS OF 
THE YOUTH IMPACT PROGRAM 
Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
H. Res. 1413 and ask for its immediate 
consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 1413 

Whereas many at-risk young men in the 
Nation’s inner cities face a challenging and 
uncertain future; 

Whereas the future success of at-risk 
young men can be greatly enhanced through 
sustained mentorship; 

Whereas effective working partnerships be-
tween and within the public and private sec-
tors can have a lasting and positive impact 
on the future of these young men; 

Whereas participation in organized sports 
has provided a creative and disciplined out-
let and a path to a better life for many at- 
risk males; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program com-
bines the disciplines of football, mentoring, 
and academics in partnership between local 
National Football League (NFL) franchises 
and universities to promote discipline, learn-
ing, and positive values; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program is a 
community-based program that has proven 
its value over the past 2 years in raising the 
outlook and aspirations of at-risk young 
men and has provided them greater exposure 
to academics, core values, and life skills; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program pro-
vides year-round mentoring to its partici-
pants that is a proven formula for building 
success; 

Whereas the NFL, the National Football 
League Players Association, the University 
of Southern California, and Tulane Univer-
sity have provided critical support to the 
Youth Impact Program; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program will be 
expanded to three additional cities in part-

nership with local NFL franchises and uni-
versities; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program seeks 
to establish a presence in every city with a 
local NFL franchise; and 

Whereas under the vision and leadership of 
Mr. Riki Ellison, founder of the Youth Im-
pact Program, 10-year veteran of the NFL, 
three-time Super Bowl champion, and a Uni-
versity of Southern California alumnus, the 
Youth Impact Program has expanded from a 
regional program to one with a growing na-
tional presence: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) congratulates Mr. Riki Ellison for his 
leadership and vision in founding the Youth 
Impact Program; 

(2) recognizes the ongoing and significant 
contributions of the National Football 
League, the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, and Tulane University to the Youth 
Impact program; and 

(3) encourages the expansion of the Youth 
Impact Program to inner cities across the 
Nation. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE DAY 
ACT OF 2008 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the joint resolution 
(H.J. Res. 62) to honor the achieve-
ments and contributions of Native 
Americans to the United States, and 
for other purposes, with a Senate 
amendment thereto, and concur in the 
Senate amendment. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The Clerk read the Senate amend-
ment, as follows: 

Senate amendment: 
Strike out all after the resolving clause 

and insert: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Native 
American Heritage Day Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds that— 
(1) Native Americans are the descendants 

of the aboriginal, indigenous, native people 
who were the original inhabitants of the 
United States; 

(2) Native Americans have volunteered to 
serve in the United States Armed Forces and 
have served with valor in all of the Nation’s 
military actions from the Revolutionary War 
through the present day, and in most of 
those actions, more Native Americans per 
capita served in the Armed Forces than any 
other group of Americans; 

(3) Native Americans have made distinct 
and significant contributions to the United 
States and the rest of the world in many 
fields, including agriculture, medicine, 
music, language, and art, and Native Ameri-
cans have distinguished themselves as inven-
tors, entrepreneurs, spiritual leaders, and 
scholars; 

(4) Native Americans should be recognized 
for their contributions to the United States 
as local and national leaders, artists, ath-
letes, and scholars; 

(5) nationwide recognition of the contribu-
tions that Native Americans have made to 
the fabric of American society will afford an 
opportunity for all Americans to dem-
onstrate their respect and admiration of Na-
tive Americans for their important contribu-
tions to the political, cultural, and economic 
life of the United States; 
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