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people that he loved, so that those of
us back home can enjoy safety and
freedom. His bravery and the bravery
of all of his comrades will never be for-
gotten by a grateful nation.

Jane Cox, Nathan’s mother, said that
Nathan was very interested in foreign
affairs and hence chose the Army to
utilize his talents. She added that Na-
than had finally come to terms with
his ‘‘gift of being a leader.” People who
knew him describe a man with a great
sense of humor who always looked on
the bright side of everything. It is dur-
ing these times of uncertainty abroad
and at home that we look to the exam-
ples set by people like Staff Sergeant
Cox, who carry out their duty in a way
that is both courageous and honorable.
I know that Nathan did not die in vain,
but his tremendous sacrifice has helped
to secure peace and freedom for the
United States and our allies around the
world.

——————

U.S. MARSHALS SERVICE
ANNIVERSARY

Mr. MARTINEZ. Madam President,
for 219 years, the U.S. Marshals Service
has helped to bring some of America’s
worst criminals to justice, and our Na-
tion is a safer place because of their
service. On their anniversary, I would
like to offer my many thanks for their
commitment to upholding the rule of
law and their willingness to protect
and serve Americans.

During their 219 years of service, the
marshals have executed warrants, dis-
tributed Presidential proclamations,
registered enemy aliens in a time of
war, and helped conduct the national
census. They have also ensured the safe
conduct of judicial proceedings and
protected Federal judges and jurors
and other members of the Federal judi-
ciary.

They lead the Witness Security Pro-
gram; serving nearly 18,000 Govern-
ment witnesses and their family mem-
bers whose lives are in danger as a re-
sult of the witnesses’ testimony
against gangs, drug traffickers, terror-
ists, organized crime members, and
other criminals.

Recently, the State of Florida en-
listed the marshals’ services to help
combat rising instances of violent
crime. During the 3-month effort,
known as Operation Orange Crush, the
Marshals’ Regional Fugitive Task
Force was responsible for arresting
more than 2,400 violent criminal fugi-
tives in Florida. The operation was an
overwhelming success, and Florida is
grateful for the men and women of the
U.S. Marshals Service for helping to
make it possible. I would like to offer
my special thanks to a few of the offi-
cials who made Operation Orange
Crush so successful: U.S. Marshal Serv-
ice Director John F. Clark; U.S. Mar-
shal for the Northern District of Flor-
ida, Dennis A. Williamson; U.S. Mar-
shal for the Middle District of Florida
Thomas D. Hurlburt, Jr.; and U.S. Mar-
shal for the Southern District of Flor-
ida Christina Pharo.
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As Americans, we are fortunate to
have such a highly specialized law en-
forcement agency dedicated to pro-
tecting our personal freedoms and
keeping criminals behind bars. I offer
my heartiest congratulations to the
U.S. Marshals Service on 219 good
years and wish for many more to come.

———

TRIBUTE TO ASHLEY BROST

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today
I rise to recognize Ashley Brost, an in-
tern in my Washington, DC, office, for
all of the hard work she has done for
me, my staff, and the State of South
Dakota over the past several months.

Ashley is a graduate of Lincoln High
School in Sioux Falls, SD, and of
Augustana College, where she majored
in sociology. Currently, she is attend-
ing the University of South Dakota.
She is a hard worker who has been
dedicated to getting the most out of
her internship experience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Ashley for
all of the fine work she has done and
wish her continued success in the years
to come.

———

TRIBUTE TO JENNIFER FIERRO

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today
I rise to recognize Jennifer Fierro, an
intern in my Washington, DC, office,
for all of the hard work she has done
for me, my staff, and the State of
South Dakota over the past several
months.

Jennifer was home schooled in Santa
Ana, CA, and graduated from the Uni-
versity of South Dakota, where she
majored in Spanish. She is a hard
worker who has been dedicated to get-
ting the most out of her internship ex-
perience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Jennifer for
all of the fine work she has done and
wish her continued success in the years
to come.

———

TRIBUTE TO JESSIE MILSTEAD

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today
I rise to recognize Jessie Milstead, an
intern in my Washington, DC office, for
all of the hard work she has done for
me, my staff, and the State of South
Dakota over the past several months.

Jessie is a graduate of West Central
High School in Hartford, SD, and in the
spring, she will attend Northwestern
College in Minnesota. She is a hard
worker who has been dedicated to get-
ting the most out of her internship ex-
perience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Jessie for
all of the fine work she has done and
wish her continued success in the years
to come.

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH
ENERGY PRICES

Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, in
mid-June, I asked Idahoans to share
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with me how high energy prices are af-
fecting their lives, and they responded
by the hundreds. The stories, num-
bering well over 1,000, are heart-
breaking and touching. To respect
their efforts, I am submitting every e-
mail sent to me through an address set
up specifically for this purpose to the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. This is not an
issue that will be easily resolved, but it
is one that deserves immediate and se-
rious attention, and Idahoans deserve
to be heard. Their stories not only de-
tail their struggles to meet everyday
expenses, but also have suggestions and
recommendations as to what Congress
can do now to tackle this problem and
find solutions that last beyond today. I
ask unanimous consent to have today’s
letters printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

It is a relief to finally see someone in our
legislation coming to the people for their
input! I am currently serving in the USAF,
stationed at Mountain Home AFB. I work in
Flying Ops. I put about 35 miles a day on my
vehicle, just coming to and going home from
work. The base itself is ten miles away from
town; my house, about 15 miles away from
the base. The average price for a gallon of
unleaded here is about $4.09. The base has up
until now been able to keep its gas prices
under $4, but finally hit it this past Monday.
I drive a 4-cylinder VW Jetta, with a 14-gal-
lon tank and it costs me $46 to fill it up. I
find myself only driving to and from work,
as I do not feel like I can afford to drive any-
where else, which is a bummer as Mountain
Home’s resources are low and if I need some-
thing that I cannot find at Wal-Mart (like
clothes and shoes for my infant daughter), I
have to drive to Boise to get those, or home
improvement material, or clothing for my-
self. I also find my grocery bill sky-
rocketing. I used to be able to spend $150 and
get food for two weeks. I now find that $150
lasts me about a week, which is unaccept-
able. I am putting so much money towards
the necessities that I hardly do any of the
niceties anymore. My husband has parked
his truck in favor of driving his motorcycle
to work everyday to save us money, and we
are selling our boat as it just costs way too
much to fill it up, and the truck to tow the
boat to any lake. So, in the end, energy costs
have driven me to only drive to and from
work, sell my boat, park my truck, and
spend a ridiculous amount of money on food.
Thanks for your time.

JESSICA, Mountain Home.

Thank you for this opportunity to express
my concerns regarding the escalating price
of living in Idaho due in large part to the
ever increasing cost of energy.

I work for Alaska Airlines in Boise, Idaho.
My gas bill to cover my commute has gone
from $100 to $300 per month. Our industry has
been heavily affected by the obscene rise in
the cost of aviation fuel. Alaska Air is a
profitable business. They’ve worked very
hard at putting a lot of cash in the bank.
They never just spent their way into bank-
ruptcy, then emerged a few years later with
all of their debts relieved.

Today, in order to stay alive, in addition
to raising air fares and reducing routes, they
have to charge seemingly ridiculous charges
for the ordinary services associated with
travel. And still the cost of fuel rises. Just
today we received the ‘‘second’ corporate
letter, advising us that Alaska Airlines is
doing all it possibly can to reduce costs, that
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each of us needs to be conscious of every-
thing we do and be as profitable as we can
with each service we provide. I work in a call
center. Are those the voices of [foreign] call
center agents I hear at Alaska Airline’s front
door? Not only are some of the finest Amer-
ican customer service agents in danger of
losing our jobs, but the least respected of all
call center personnel will smudge the here-
to-fore finest airline service in the world.

I have read that you have worked on alter-
native fuel development. This is a fine aspi-
ration, but with what result? At present, al-
ternative fuels cannot even begin to touch
the huge volume it would take to replace gas
and oil energy. And, as a result of corn-based
fuels, corn-based commodities around the
world have also escalated in price. Cereal,
tortillas, breads, dog food, chicken and beef
feed, the list goes on, are all affected by in-
creased prices I pay every day. And in Third
World countries, where such commodities
are staples, people are facing shortages and
starvation. When the farmer cannot afford to
cultivate his crops, the trucker cannot afford
to pick up the crops and bring them to mar-
ket, and the market has to raise the prices of
staples, how far behind are we from becom-
ing a society of haves and have-nots?

For far too long now, we have let the envi-
ronmental movement intimidate our energy
policy in this country. It started with a lit-
tle bit of this and that. We stopped drilling
for oil and gas off our scenic coasts and large
inland tracts of land deemed environ-
mentally sensitive. We stopped approving re-
fineries and thereby reduced our domestic
supplies of fuel, relying instead on ever-in-
creasing foreign sources. One of the biggest
environmental accidents happened near
Valdez, Alaska. Environmentalists blamed
big oil. Ironically, the oil spilled was im-
ported from the Middle East. Accompanying
all this was the slow rise in the price con-
sumers pay to run their cars and heat their
homes.

Our government has played both side of
the aisle with CAFE standards that have not
improved gas mileage so much as to drive
the price of cars to the same price as a good
house in the 1960s. Regulations have driven
refineries to further increase the price of
fuel required to manufacture multiple
blends. All of these products are heavily
taxed by our government. If the oil compa-
nies are accused of making obscene profits,
then can we not say the same about the
never-mentioned windfall profits that our
federal government collects?

What would I do? I would ask you to start
plans to find and develop our best sources of
domestic oil and natural gas resources. I
would ask you to find places in this country
that would just love to refine petroleum and
encourage their communities to do so with
plenty of tax incentives. Just getting the
plans on the board would burst this bubble of
inflationary speculation. (These suggestions,
if started today would take at least ten
years to get up and running).

I would also ask that we start plans to
build safe and efficient nuclear power plants.
France and Germany possess marvelous ex-
amples we can emulate and exceed. And
standardize the plan designs. Multiple de-
signs in the past really bloated the cost of
construction. And further, we need to fend
off the environmentalist’s incessant legal
maneuvering that have historically sub-
verted and inflated the price of energy devel-
opment.

Well, this is more than two paragraphs.
But it contains in my opinion, the elements
we need to address today and with haste.

ROBERT, Boise.

I am writing to you in response to your
newsletter about high energy prices and how
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that affects the people of Idaho. You have re-
quested me to share my story about how
high energy prices are affecting me person-
ally.

I am more than happy to share with you
my sufferings as an Idahoan in light of the
increased speculative energy prices that we,
as a nation, are facing. It has not been easy,
as I am sure can be difficult for some people
who make far more money and have more in-
fluence to understand. Month after month
we Americans have been struggling to make
ends meet in this day and time where our na-
tion has been faced by higher energy costs
based off of speculative markets, and foreign
energy needs. Never in our recent past has
our government set us up for failure as a na-
tion to be more independent on the energy
needs of our country. Now we are paying the
price for turning a blind eye to a growing en-
ergy problem and possibly inappropriate re-
lationships and deals with companies and
foreign nations. Never before in American
history does it make better sense for us to
look at new energy supplies, increase energy
efficiency, and break our dependence on for-
eign oil. There are many different renewable
resources to concentrate on, many of which
(with government backing and subsidies)
would allow us as individuals to incorporate
our own energy needs with energy supplies
that we can create on an individual basis. I
am talking about solar power, wind power,
hydro electricity (on a very small scale of
course). Not only by allowing individual
Americans cheaper more realistic options for
creating our own energy would we really
grasp the amount of independent energy we
could create. This has yet to happen, as time
and time again, [partisan politicians] shoot
down solar energy bills, renewable resources
options, and energy tax benefit programs. I
base this solely off of the ignorance of the
[party-line politics], especially considering I
have written to [my congressional represent-
atives and] all of my other government offi-
cials pleading for you to break from [par-
tisanship] to help alleviate our dependence
on foreign energy suppliers.

To make matters worse for me and fellow
Idahoans, you and Larry Craig are now work-
ing hard to make our state available to nu-
clear power. This is not help, in my honest
opinion. You call it a renewable energy re-
source; I call it ignorant energy band aid
that carry very long term affects. We Ida-
hoans do not and never did want our state to
become the nation’s nuclear dumping
ground. Yet, you officials continue to make
our lands available for the spent nuclear en-
ergy of other states, and now other nations.
Also, you are opening the doors to corporate
entities that want to take advantage of our
weak state policies so that they can create
nuclear facilities in Idaho that will not even
be supplying Idahoans with such said energy.

So, again, you ask me how the today’s en-
ergy crisis is affecting the people that put
you in office. I tell you it is affecting me in
the pocket book, in my personal values and
beliefs of renewable energy options, and now
you are allowing it to affect the land that I
love so much—the good state of Idaho.

If you really want to help, then I suggest
that you stand up for the people [who] voted
for you. [I would ask that you find ways to]
build our options away from foreign energy
dependence, and give us more renewable en-
ergy options. I implore you to stand up for
our state, and help us protect ourselves from
corporate greed and nuclear mistakes by pro-
tecting the lands we love, and keep them
from having half-life pollution dumped on
them.

ANDREW.

I am a LT in the U.S. Navy stationed in
Cape Canaveral, FL. I have been in the Navy

September 24, 2008

for 18 years and claim Nampa as my home of
record. My parents still live in Nampa and
are retired. The ever-rising fuel costs over
the last few years have not only produced a
dramatic impact on my day-to-day living ac-
tivities, but those of my parents’ and other
family members as well who live in Idaho.

I have been driving the same vehicle over
eight years and am currently spending ap-
proximately $500/month in fuel for my vehi-
cle alone. My wife spends almost $350/month
in her vehicle. These costs are almost exclu-
sively utilized for commuting to and from
work. We go to the grocery store once every
two weeks, and hardly ever go out anymore.
I estimate from one year ago a rise of at
least $250/month, and probably $400/month
from two years ago in gasoline spending. To
put this into perspective, that is an esti-
mated $3,000 annually. It does not take a
brain surgeon to figure out that my cost of
living increase of about $100/month does not
even come close to making up the difference.
Not to mention the dramatic rise in food
costs we have experienced over the last year
(and we even have the privilege of shopping
at the commissary). Add to that the drastic
loss of equity in my home (almost $100k in
two years) because of the housing market
here in central Florida, and you begin to get
a good feeling of how the little guy feels.

Now, I have proudly served my country for
almost two decades, have contributed sig-
nificantly to bettering our world and saving
money at the same time. (I recently devel-
oped and implemented a continuous im-
provement project here at the Navy Port in
Cape Canaveral that saves the taxpayers ap-
proximately $300,000 annually!). My question
to you, ladies and gentlemen, is what are
you doing to help me out in this time of cri-
sis!! Thank you for your attention.

JOSH, Nampa.

We are happy to hear that President Bush
has opened our water borders for oil drilling.
Now we need the rest of those places that
have 0il to be opened to drilling! It is late to
be doing such but totally necessary. For the
protection of our country, we need to have
energy to survive! Many around use are
using bicycles to get around or walking. My
health is not good enough to do that al-
though I am going to work in that direction.
We also need trails where battery golf carts,
etc., can maneuver around for the sake of
the older generation. Our family has to trav-
el to work so they still have to drive. Please
encourage President Bush and the Congress
to open all areas with oil for drilling and
also point the nation toward many other
possibilities for other energy fuels.

ART and LYNN, Nampa.

Actually, I do not agree with your stance
on this, at all. The cost of not protecting the
environment will far outweigh the costs of
increased gas/oil prices. I do not know about
you, but I would actually like our children
to have a world to live in, even if that means
I pay for that right now. I would rather see
our government invest in new energy tech-
nology, cleaner sources of fuels, mass tran-
sit, bicycle lanes to encourage safe bike com-
muting, etc rather than drill in ANWR and
keep taxes on gas down.

I have yet to understand the conservative
view of supporting oil drilling at the expense
of supporting other industries. There is a for-
tune to be made in developing technologies
designed to clean the environment rather
than foul it. The U.S. is losing jobs and reve-
nues every year to other countries in old in-
dustries. Our strength as a nation has long
been in developing brand-new industries.
Why not encourage that now? Why not in-
vest in a new biofuel technology like algae
farms? Why not invest in companies devel-
oping ways to clean smokestack exhaust?
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Why not invest in river clean-up processes?
Whether we want to admit it or not, these
are the types of technologies that will be
America’s future. We should be embracing
them, not suffocating them by limiting re-
search dollars.

Unfortunately, as fledgling industries,
they do not have the voice that large, highly
profitable industries like oil and gas, do and
thus they do not hold as much political in-
fluence. It is truly a shame that our country
has devolved to such a base motivation as
this.

I respect and admire your concern for the
economic impact rising gas prices are having
on individual families in Idaho. And I under-
stand that if you do not work to protect you
constituents they will elect someone who
will. But there comes a point at which our
elected officials need to act in our long term
best interests even if it means short term
sacrifices by the people. If doing so costs a
politician their seat in the next election,
they’ll still be able to take much pride in
having done the right thing, for the right
reasons.

When do you reach that point? What issue
gets you there?

CHRIS.

This is not about how energy prices affect
my standard of living, but how it affects the
standard of living of everyone. We are about
to lose many jobs because of high energy
prices. The high price of natural gas is going
to close down many industries that use large
quantities. The impact on Americans lives
will be lot worse than $4 gasoline. We are on
the edge of a depression if we lose as many
jobs as I think we might.

Congress needs to immediately lease off-
shore tracts off Florida, and the east coast.
Open up offshore California. Get the Alaska
pipeline going. That alone can provide 10% of
our nation’s natural gas needs. Reinvent the
nuclear industry. Financially sponsor a ref-
erence nuclear generating plant so that fu-
ture developers will know the costs. The
costs are so uncertain that everyone is afraid
of the risk. We need to produce electricity
with coal and nuclear not natural gas. Re-
member, in the 1970s, it was unlawful to con-
struct new natural gas fired power plants be-
cause Congress deemed it a waste of the re-
source.

Once we have a stable supply of natural
gas encourage it is use as a transportation
fuel. Honda makes a Compressed Natural Gas
Civic, and I saw one at the Honda dealer in
California last week. It is a great car for cer-
tain people. We do not have one public CNG
filing station in Idaho.

By developing our own resources natural
gas, 0il shale, coal, and nuclear, we can quit
sending billions of dollars to the Middle East
and create good jobs for Americans.

Forget alternative energy sources for the
time being. It is a distraction from the emer-
gency we are now facing. Focus on the imme-
diate need to save jobs. If Congress does not
quickly declare a National Emergency and
allow more energy development by cutting
through the regulatory processes for permits
and opening up more areas for drilling we
face economic collapse.

Please try to get Congress to quit
grandstanding and work on real solutions.
Having o0il companies CEOs testify about
their compensation packages when the de-
tails are already in the public record is pure
grandstanding, a disgrace and does nothing
to help Americans.

Read The Bottomless Well by Peter Huber
and Mark Mills.

TYLER.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING THE BENJAMIN
ROSE INSTITUTE

e Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I
congratulate the Benjamin Rose Insti-
tute on its 100th anniversary, an excit-
ing milestone for this Northeast Ohio
organization.

Established in 1908 with money do-
nated by Cleveland industrialist Ben-
jamin Rose, the institute has worked
to advance the health, independence,
and dignity of older adults by raising
the standards of elder care.

Over its 100-year history, the insti-
tute has provided counseling and home
care to those older Americans suffering
from mental and physical illnesses; of-
fered companionship, housing, and so-
cial workers to seniors in need; pursued
research on applied gerontology; and
advocated for the elderly at the local,
state, and national levels of govern-
ment.

In the days before Social Security,
the Benjamin Rose Institute provided
pensions to older adults who needed
help staying in their homes and keep-
ing food on their tables. And starting
in the 1940s, the Benjamin Rose Insti-
tute began running group homes and,
later, nursing homes, for seniors un-
able to live independently.

Over the years, tens of thousands of
Ohioans living in the Cleveland area
have been touched by the institute’s
work and have come to realize the crit-
ical role the institute plays in their
community.

I commend the Benjamin Rose Insti-
tute for a century of charitable work
on behalf of older Ohioans.e®

REMEMBERING MARY JANE
FISHER

e Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I
wish to commemorate the wonderful
life of my friend, Mary Jane Fisher, a
greatly admired journalist and pub-
licist who passed away last Sunday,
September 14, in Washington, DC, at
the age of 90.

Mary Jane was a dear friend whose
life experiences were as varied as the
people who knew and loved her. From
1976 to 2001, Mary Jane worked as the
Washington correspondent for the Na-
tional Underwriter, a publisher of in-
surance and financial services trade
publications. Mrs. Fisher, who reported
and wrote weekly columns for the com-
pany’s property and casualty and
health and life editions, was a well-
known figure on Capitol Hill reporting
on insurance activities. She was a fre-
quent presence at hearings in the Ways
and Means Committee, where I served
for many of those years, and inter-
viewed me often on health care and in-
surance matters.

A former National Underwriter edi-
tor once referred to Mary Jane as the
‘““‘Helen Thomas’ of the insurance trade
press. Mrs. Fisher had seen Presidents,
Senators, Representatives, lobbyists,
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and reporters come and go during her
more than three decades of covering in-
surance issues in Washington. If a con-
gressional committee debated legisla-
tion involving pensions, retirement
issues or health insurance, you could
count on seeing her at the press table.

During one particularly memorable
Ways and Means hearing on Medicare
prescription drug coverage, I watched
from the dais as she beamed with pride.
Sitting next to her on one side was her
daughter, Susan, who has been my
communications director for 22 years,
and on the other sat her granddaughter
Jennifer, who interned in the Ways and
Means Democratic press office that
summer.

Her storied career, however, began on
the west coast. Born Mary Jane John-
son in Berkeley, CA, on December 31,
1917, she was raised in Seattle, WA.
Mrs. Fisher graduated from Franklin
High School in 1935 and attended the
University of Washington, where she
earned a bachelor’s degree in jour-
nalism in 1939. After college, she
worked as a reporter and editor for the
Seattle Times, the Seattle Post-Intel-
ligencer, and the Coos Bay World. In
addition to reporting and editing in
Coos Bay, in her spare time, Mrs. Fish-
er also served as forest fire spotter,
looking for fires started by Japanese
incendiary devices that had been car-
ried across the Pacific via weather bal-
loons.

Mary Jane, as a lieutenant in the
Waves in World War II from December
1942 until January 1946, served as a
public information officer at the Sand
Point Naval Air Station in Seattle. In
1946, she was assigned to the staff han-
dling publicity at the very first meet-
ing of the United Nations in San Fran-
cisco.

In 1946, after a whirlwind courtship of
several weeks, she married Joel H.
Fisher, a Washington attorney, who
was then an assistant solicitor in the
Commerce Department. They were
married in Des Moines, IA, and Com-
merce Secretary Henry Wallace served
as the best man. When her husband be-
came the European counsel for the
American Joint Distribution Com-
mittee, Mrs. Fisher moved to Paris,
where she befriended Alice B. Toklas, a
fellow Seattle native.

In 1950, pregnant with twins, Mrs.
Fisher returned to the U.S. and settled
in Washington, DC. After the birth of
her children, Susan and John, she
worked on Capitol Hill for 3 years as a
staffer for Representative Don Magnu-
son of Washington State. Later, as a
free-lance publicist, she represented
the National Ballet, the Institute of
Contemporary Arts, and the National
Symphony Orchestra, NSO, among
many other organizations, and served
as the NSO’s public relations director.

From 1962 until 1968, she worked as a
speechwriter in the Commerce Depart-
ment and in the summer of 1968, she
served as press secretary to India Ed-
wards, the special assistant to DNC
Chairman John Bailey, and helped han-
dle press for the Democratic National
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