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amounts of folic acid, which is found in most
over-the-counter multivitamins and foods
rich in folate such as spinach, prior to be-
coming pregnant;

Whereas Hispanic women are at the high-
est risk, between 1.5 and 2 times higher than
non-Hispanic whites, of delivering a baby
with spina bifida or another neural tube de-
fect, yet are the least likely to consume suf-
ficient amounts of folic acid prior to becom-
ing pregnant;

Whereas people with spina bifida face un-
precedented medical complications associ-
ated with aging because people with spina
bifida are living longer than people with
spina bifida in previous generations lived
and care for spina bifida is complex and in-
volves myriad clinical specialists;

Whereas a 2005 nationwide survey of spina
bifida clinics revealed that the current sys-
tem of care serving people with spina bifida
does not fully meet current or anticipated
needs and physicians have little evidence-
based research about spina bifida on which
to build neurological, orthopedic, or urologic
treatment regimens and interventions;

Whereas the National Spina Bifida Pro-
gram, administered by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, exists to im-
prove the health, well being, and overall
quality of life for the individuals and fami-
lies affected by spina bifida through numer-
ous programmatic components, including the
National Spina Bifida Patient Registry and
critical quality of life research in spina
bifida;

Whereas the National Spina Bifida Patient
Registry helps to improve the quality of
care, to reduce morbidity and mortality
from spina bifida, and to increase the effi-
ciency of, and decrease the cost of, care by
supporting the collection of longitudinal
treatment data, developing quality measures
and treatment standards of care and best
practices, identifying centers of excellence
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in spina bifida, evaluating the clinical and
cost effectiveness of the treatment of spina
bifida, and exchanging evidence-based infor-
mation among health care providers across
the country; and

Whereas October has been designated as
‘“‘National Spina Bifida Awareness Month’’ to
increase awareness of spina bifida, of ways to
prevent spina bifida, and of the need for in-
creased funding to support improving evi-
dence-based research and enhancing the
quality of life of those living with spina
bifida: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Spina Bifida Awareness Month and of
national organizations working for people
with spina bifida;

(2) recognizes the importance of—

(A) highlighting the occurrence of spina
bifida;

(B) recognizing the struggles and successes
of people who live with spina bifida; and

(C) advancing efforts to decrease the inci-
dence of spina bifida;

(3) supports the ongoing development of
the National Spina Bifida Patient Registry
to improve lives through research and to im-
prove the treatment of spina bifida in both
children and adults;

(4) recognizes that there is a continued
need for a commitment of resources for ef-
forts to reduce and prevent disabling birth
defects like spina bifida; and

(5) commends the work of national organi-
zations that educate, support, and provide
hope for individuals who are affected by
spina bifida and their families.

————
ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 24, 2008

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
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ate completes its business today, it
stand in recess until 9:30 a.m. tomor-
row, Wednesday, September 24; that
following the prayer and pledge, the
Journal of proceedings be approved to
date, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and the Senate proceed to a period for
the transaction of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak for
up to 10 minutes each, with the time
equally divided and controlled between
the two leaders or their designees, with
the majority controlling the first 30
minutes and the Republicans control-
ling the second 30 minutes; that fol-
lowing that hour, morning business
continue with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECESS UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand in recess under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:46 p.m., recessed until Wednesday,
September 24, 2008, at 9:30 a.m.
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