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strategies is crucial to saving the lives of
men and preserving and protecting families:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2008 as ‘‘National
Prostate Cancer Awareness Month’’;

(2) declares that the Federal Government
has a responsibility—

(A) to raise awareness about the impor-
tance of screening methods for, and treat-
ment of, prostate cancer;

(B) to increase research funding that is
commensurate with the burden of the disease
so that the screening and treatment of pros-
tate cancer may be improved, and so that
the causes of, and a cure for, prostate cancer
may be discovered; and

(C) to continue to consider ways for im-
proving access to, and the quality of, health
care services for detecting and treating pros-
tate cancer; and

(3) calls on the people of the United States,
interested groups, and affected persons—

(A) to promote awareness of prostate can-
cer;

(B) to take an active role in the fight to
end the devastating effects of prostate can-
cer on individuals, their families, and the
economy; and

(C) to observe National Prostate Cancer
Awareness Month with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 668—T0 COM-
MEND THE AMERICAN SAIL

TRAINING ASSOCIATION FOR ITS
ADVANCEMENT OF CHARACTER
BUILDING UNDER SAIL AND FOR
ITS ADVANCEMENT OF INTER-
NATIONAL GOODWILL

Mr. KERRY submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 668

Whereas the American Sail Training Asso-
ciation (ASTA) is an educational nonprofit
corporation whose declared mission is ‘‘to
encourage character building through sail
training, promote sail training to the North
American public and support education
under sail”’;

Whereas, since its founding in 1973, ASTA
has promoted these goals through—(1) sup-
port of character building experiences
aboard traditionally-rigged sail training ves-
sels; (2) a program of scholarship funds sup-
porting such experiences; (3) a long history
of tall ship races, rallies, and maritime fes-
tivals dating back as far as 1976; (4) the Tall
Ships Challenge series of races and maritime
festivals which have been conducted each
year since 2001, have reached an aggregate
audience to date of some 8,000,000 spectators,
have had a cumulative economic impact of
over $400,000,000 for over 30 host commu-
nities, and involve sail training vessels,
trainees, and crews from all the coasts of the
United States and around the world; (5) sup-
port of its membership of more than 200 sail
training vessels, embracing barks, barques,
barkentines, brigantines, brigs, schooners,
sloops, and full-rigged ships, which carry the
flags of the United States, Canada, and many
other nations and have brought life changing
adventures to thousands and thousands of
young trainees; (6) a series of more than 30
annual sail training conferences to date, con-
ducted in numerous cities throughout the
United States and Canada and embracing the
Safety Under Sail Forum and the Education
Under Sail Forum; (7) extensive collabora-
tion with the Coast Guard and with the pre-
mier sail training vessel of the TUnited
States, the square-rigged barque USCGC
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Eagle; (8) publication of ‘‘Sail Tall Ships’’, a
periodic directory of sail training opportuni-
ties; and (9) supporting the enactment of the
Sailing Schools Vessel Act of 1982, Public
Law 97-322, on October 15, 1982;

Whereas ASTA has ably represented the
United States as its national sail training
organization as a founding member of Sail
Training International, the recognized inter-
national body for the promotion of sail
training, which itself carries forward a series
of international races amongst square-rigged
and other traditionally-rigged vessels reach-
ing back as far as the 1950s; and

Whereas ASTA and Sail Training Inter-
national are collaborating with port partners
around the Atlantic Ocean to produce Tall
Ships Atlantic Challenge 2009, an inter-
national fleet of sail training vessels origi-
nating in Europe, voyaging to North Amer-
ica, and returning to Europe: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the American Sail Training
Association for its advancement of character
building experiences for youth at sea in tra-
ditionally-rigged sailing vessels and its ad-
vancement of the finest traditions of the sea;

(2) commends the American Sail Training
Association as the national sail training as-
sociation of the United States, representing
the sail training community of the United
States in the international forum; and

(3) encourages all citizens of the United
States and of nations around the world to
join in the celebration of Tall Ships Atlantic
Challenge 2009 and in the character building
and educational experience that it represents
for the youth of all nations.

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, today it
is my great pleasure to honor the in-
credible achievement, tradition, and
performance of the American Sail
Training Association, ASTA. This edu-
cational nonprofit corporation has al-
lowed young participants from across
the country to build character through
sail training and to represent the
United States around the world with
distinction and good spirit. I am proud
of the dedicated trainers who have
taught young sailors to persevere in
international adventures on brigan-
tines, schooners, slops, and other ves-
sels. I commend the efforts of the
ASTA to provide such exciting and
educational opportunities for youth,
and I look forward to the coming Tall
Ships Atlantic Challenge 2009.

—————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 5631. Mr. CASEY (for Mr. LIEBERMAN
(for himself and Ms. COLLINS)) proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 2606, to reauthorize
the United States Fire Administration, and
for other purposes.

———
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS
SA 5631. Mr. CASEY (for Mr.

LIEBERMAN (for himself and Ms. COL-
LINS)) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 2606, to reauthorize the United
States Fire Administration, and for
other purposes; as follows:

In lieu of the matter to be inserted, insert
the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“United
States Fire Administration Reauthorization
Act of 2008,
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SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The number of lives lost each year be-
cause of fire has dropped significantly over
the last 25 years in the United States. How-
ever, the United States still has one of the
highest fire death rates in the industrialized
world. In 2006, the National Fire Protection
Association reported 3,245 civilian fire
deaths, 16,400 civilian fire injuries, and
$11,307,000,000 in direct losses due to fire.

(2) Every year, more than 100 firefighters
die in the line of duty. The United States
Fire Administration should continue its
leadership to help local fire agencies dra-
matically reduce these fatalities.

(3) The Federal Government should con-
tinue to work with State and local govern-
ments and the fire service community to fur-
ther the promotion of national voluntary
consensus standards that increase firefighter
safety.

(4) The United States Fire Administration
provides crucial support to the 30,300 fire de-
partments of the United States through
training, emergency incident data collec-
tion, fire awareness and education, and sup-
port of research and development activities
for fire prevention, control, and suppression
technologies.

(5) The collection of data on fire and other
emergency incidents is a vital tool both for
policy makers and emergency responders to
identify and develop responses to emerging
hazards. Improving the data collection capa-
bilities of the United States Fire Adminis-
tration is essential for accurately tracking
and responding to the magnitude and nature
of the fire problems of the United States.

(6) The research and development per-
formed by the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology, the United States Fire
Administration, other government agencies,
and nongovernmental organizations on fire
technologies, techniques, and tools advance
the capabilities of the fire service of the
United States to suppress and prevent fires.

(7) Because of the essential role of the
United States Fire Administration and the
fire service community in preparing for and
responding to national and man-made disas-
ters, the United States Fire Administration
should have a prominent place within the
Federal Emergency Management Agency and
the Department of Homeland Security.

SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
FOR UNITED STATES FIRE ADMINIS-
TRATION.

Section 17(g)(1) of the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C.
2216(g)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘and”
after the semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon;
and

(3) by adding after subparagraph (D) the
following:

‘“(E) $70,000,000 for fiscal year 2009, of which
$2,5620,000 shall be used to carry out section
8(f);

‘“(F) $72,100,000 for fiscal year 2010, of which
$2,5695,600 shall be used to carry out section
8(f);

“(G) $74,263,000 for fiscal year 2011, of which
$2,673,468 shall be used to carry out section
8(f); and

“‘(H) $76,490,890 for fiscal year 2012, of which
$2,753,672 shall be used to carry out section
8(f).”.

SEC. 4. NATIONAL FIRE ACADEMY TRAINING PRO-
GRAM MODIFICATIONS AND RE-
PORTS.

(a) AMENDMENTS TO FIRE ACADEMY TRAIN-
ING.—Section 7(d)(1) of the Federal Fire Pre-
vention and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C.
2206(d)(1)) is amended—
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(1) by amending subparagraph (H) to read
as follows:

‘‘(H) tactics and strategies for dealing with
natural disasters, acts of terrorism, and
other man-made disasters;’’;

(2) in subparagraph (K), by striking ‘‘for-
est’’ and inserting ‘‘wildland’’;

(3) in subparagraph (M), by striking ‘‘re-
sponse’’;

(4) by redesignating subparagraphs (1)
through (N) as subparagraphs (M) through
(R), respectively; and

(5) by inserting after subparagraph (H) the
following:

“(I) tactics and strategies for fighting
large-scale fires or multiple fires in a general
area that cross jurisdictional boundaries;

“(J) tactics and strategies for fighting fires
occurring at the wildland-urban interface;

‘“(K) tactics and strategies for fighting
fires involving hazardous materials;

‘(L) advanced emergency medical services
training;”’.

(b) ON-SITE TRAINING.—Section 7 of such
Act (15 U.S.C. 2206) is amended—

(1) in subsection (c)(6), by inserting *‘, in-
cluding on-site training’” after ‘‘United
States’;

(2) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘4 per-
cent’ and inserting ‘7.5 percent’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(m) ON-SITE TRAINING.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the Administrator may enter
into a contract with nationally recognized
organizations that have established on-site
training programs that comply with national
voluntary consensus standards for fire serv-
ice personnel to facilitate the delivery of the
education and training programs outlined in
subsection (d)(1) directly to fire service per-
sonnel.

¢“(2) LIMITATION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may
not enter into a contract with an organiza-
tion described in paragraph (1) unless such
organization provides training that—

‘(i) leads to certification by a program
that is accredited by a nationally recognized
accreditation organization; or

‘(i) the Administrator determines is of
equivalent quality to a fire service training
program described by clause (i).

‘(B) APPROVAL OF UNACCREDITED FIRE
SERVICE TRAINING PROGRAMS.—The Adminis-
trator may consider the fact that an organi-
zation has provided a satisfactory fire serv-
ice training program pursuant to a coopera-
tive agreement with a Federal agency as evi-
dence that such program is of equivalent
quality to a fire service training program de-
scribed by subparagraph (A)({).

‘(3) RESTRICTION ON USE OF FUNDS.—The
amounts expended by the Administrator to
carry out this subsection in any fiscal year
shall not exceed 7.5 per centum of the
amount authorized to be appropriated in
such fiscal year pursuant to section 17.”.

(c¢) TRIENNIAL REPORTS.—Such section 7 (15
U.S.C. 2206) is further amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘“(n) TRIENNIAL REPORT.—In the first an-
nual report filed pursuant to section 16 for
which the deadline for filing is after the ex-
piration of the 18-month period that begins
on the date of the enactment of the United
States Fire Administration Reauthorization
Act of 2008, and in every third annual report
thereafter, the Administrator shall include
information about changes made to the Na-
tional Fire Academy curriculum, including—

‘(1) the basis for such changes, including a
review of the incorporation of lessons
learned by emergency response personnel
after significant emergency events and emer-
gency preparedness exercises performed
under the National Exercise Program; and
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‘“(2) the desired training outcome of all
such changes.”’.

(d) REPORT ON FEASIBILITY OF PROVIDING
INCIDENT COMMAND TRAINING FOR FIRES AT
PORTS AND IN MARINE ENVIRONMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Administrator of the United States Fire Ad-
ministration shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the feasibility of providing training
in incident command for appropriate fire
service personnel for fires at United States
ports and in marine environments, including
fires on the water and aboard vessels.

(2) CONTENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A description of the necessary cur-
riculum for training described in paragraph
@.

(B) A description of existing training pro-
grams related to incident command in port
and maritime environments, including by
other Federal agencies, and the feasibility
and estimated cost of making such training
available to appropriate fire service per-
sonnel.

(C) An assessment of the feasibility and ad-
visability of the United States Fire Adminis-
tration developing such a training course in
incident command for appropriate fire serv-
ice personnel for fires at United States ports
and in marine environments, including fires
on the water and aboard vessels.

(D) A description of the delivery options
for such a course and the estimated cost to
the United States Fire Administration for
developing such a course and providing such
training for appropriate fire service per-
sonnel.

SEC. 5. NATIONAL FIRE INCIDENT REPORTING
SYSTEM UPGRADES.

(a) INCIDENT REPORTING SYSTEM DATA-
BASE.—Section 9 of the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 2208)
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(d) NATIONAL FIRE INCIDENT REPORTING
SYSTEM UPDATE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
update the National Fire Incident Reporting
System to ensure that the information in
the system is available, and can be updated,
through the Internet and in real time.

‘(2) LIMITATION.—Of the amounts made
available pursuant to subparagraphs (E), (F),
and (G) of section 17(g)(1), the Administrator
shall use not more than an aggregate
amount of $5,000,000 during the 3-year period
consisting of fiscal years 2009, 2010, and 2011
to carry out the activities required by para-
graph (1).”.

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 9(b)(2)
of such Act (15 U.S.C. 2208(b)(2)) is amended
by striking ‘‘assist State,” and inserting
‘‘agsist Federal, State,”.

SEC. 6. FIRE TECHNOLOGY ASSISTANCE AND RE-
SEARCH DISSEMINATION.

(a) ASSISTANCE TO FIRE SERVICES FOR FIRE
PREVENTION AND CONTROL IN WILDLAND-
URBAN INTERFACE.—Section 8(d) of the Fed-
eral Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974
(15 U.S.C. 2207(d)) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

“(d) RURAL AND WILDLAND-URBAN INTER-
FACE ASSISTANCE.—The Administrator may,
in coordination with the Secretary of Agri-
culture, the Secretary of the Interior, and
the Wildland Fire Leadership Council, assist
the fire services of the United States, di-
rectly or through contracts, grants, or other
forms of assistance, in sponsoring and en-
couraging research into approaches, tech-
niques, systems, equipment, and land-use
policies to improve fire prevention and con-
trol in—

‘(1) the rural and remote areas of the
United States; and
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“(2) the wildland-urban interface.”.

(b) TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH DISSEMINA-
TION.—Section 8 of such Act (15 U.S.C. 2207)
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

““(h) PUBLICATION OF RESEARCH RESULTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For each fire-related re-
search program funded by the Administra-
tion, the Administrator shall make available
to the public on the Internet website of the
Administration the following:

““(A) A description of such research pro-
gram, including the scope, methodology, and
goals thereof.

‘“(B) Information that identifies the indi-
viduals or institutions conducting the re-
search program.

‘(C) The amount of funding provided by
the Administration for such program.

‘(D) The results or findings of the research
program.

‘“(2) DEADLINES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the information required
by paragraph (1) shall be published with re-
spect to a research program as follows:

‘(i) The information described in subpara-
graphs (A), (B), and (C) of paragraph (1) with
respect to such research program shall be
made available under paragraph (1) not later
than 30 days after the Administrator has
awarded the funding for such research pro-
gram.

‘(i) The information described in subpara-
graph (D) of paragraph (1) with respect to a
research program shall be made available
under paragraph (1) not later than 60 days
after the date such research program has
been completed.

‘(B) EXCEPTION.—No information shall be
required to be published under this sub-
section before the date that is 1 year after
the date of the enactment of the United
States Fire Administration Reauthorization
Act of 2008.”.

SEC. 7. ENCOURAGING ADOPTION OF STANDARDS
FOR FIREFIGHTER HEALTH AND
SAFETY.

The Federal Fire Prevention and Control
Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 2201 et seq.) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 37. ENCOURAGING ADOPTION OF STAND-
ARDS FOR FIREFIGHTER HEALTH
AND SAFETY.

“The Administrator shall promote adop-
tion by fire services of national voluntary
consensus standards for firefighter health
and safety, including such standards for fire-
fighter operations, training, staffing, and fit-
ness, by—

‘(1) educating fire services about such
standards;

‘“(2) encouraging the adoption at all levels
of government of such standards; and

‘(3) making recommendations on other
ways in which the Federal Government can
promote the adoption of such standards by
fire services.”.

SEC. 8. STATE AND LOCAL FIRE SERVICE REP-
RESENTATION AT NATIONAL OPER-
ATIONS CENTER.

Section 515 of the Homeland Security Act
of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 321d) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

‘() STATE AND LOCAL FIRE SERVICE REP-
RESENTATION.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF POSITION.—The Sec-
retary shall, in consultation with the Ad-
ministrator of the United States Fire Ad-
ministration, establish a fire service position
at the National Operations Center estab-
lished under subsection (b) to ensure the ef-
fective sharing of information between the
Federal Government and State and local fire
services.

‘‘(2) DESIGNATION OF POSITION.—The Sec-
retary shall designate, on a rotating basis, a
State or local fire service official for the po-
sition described in paragraph (1).
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‘“(3) MANAGEMENT.—The Secretary shall
manage the position established pursuant to
paragraph (1) in accordance with such rules,
regulations, and practices as govern other
similar rotating positions at the National
Operations Center.”.

SEC. 9. COORDINATION REGARDING FIRE PRE-
VENTION AND CONTROL AND EMER-
GENCY MEDICAL SERVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 21(e) of the Fed-
eral Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974
(15 U.S.C. 2218(e)) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

*‘(e) COORDINATION.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—To the extent prac-
ticable, the Administrator shall use existing
programs, data, information, and facilities
already available in other Federal Govern-
ment departments and agencies and, where
appropriate, existing research organizations,
centers, and universities.

¢“(2) COORDINATION OF FIRE PREVENTION AND
CONTROL  PROGRAMS.—The Administrator
shall provide liaison at an appropriate orga-
nizational level to assure coordination of the
activities of the Administrator with Federal,
State, and local government agencies and de-
partments and nongovernmental organiza-
tions concerned with any matter related to
programs of fire prevention and control.

¢“(3) COORDINATION OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL
SERVICES PROGRAMS.—The Administrator
shall provide liaison at an appropriate orga-
nizational level to assure coordination of the
activities of the Administrator related to
emergency medical services provided by fire
service-based systems with Federal, State,
and local government agencies and depart-
ments and nongovernmental organizations
so concerned, as well as those entities con-
cerned with emergency medical services gen-
erally.”.

(b) FIRE SERVICE-BASED EMERGENCY MED-
ICAL SERVICES BEST PRACTICES.—Section 8(c)
of such Act (156 U.S.C. 2207(c)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through
(4) as paragraphs (3) through (5), respec-
tively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘“(2) The Administrator is authorized to
conduct, directly or through contracts or
grants, studies of the operations and man-
agement aspects of fire service-based emer-
gency medical services and coordination be-
tween emergency medical services and fire
services. Such studies may include the opti-
mum protocols for on-scene care, the alloca-
tion of resources, and the training require-
ments for fire service-based emergency med-
ical services.”.

SEC. 10. AMENDMENTS TO DEFINITIONS.

Section 4 of the Federal Fire Prevention
and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 2203) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘“‘Adminis-
tration” and inserting ‘‘Administration,
within the Federal Emergency Management
Agency’’;

(2) in paragraph (7), by striking the ‘“‘and”
after the semicolon;

(3) in paragraph (8), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

“(9) ‘wildland-urban interface’ has the
meaning given such term in section 101 of
the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003
(16 U.S.C. 6511).”.

SEC. 11. SUPPORTING THE ADOPTION OF FIRE
SPRINKLERS.

Congress supports the recommendations of
the United States Fire Administration re-
garding the adoption of fire sprinklers in
commercial buildings and educational pro-
grams to raise awareness of the important of
installing fire sprinklers in residential build-
ings.
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, September 18, 2008, at 2:30
p.m., in room 253 of the Russell Senate
Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
September 18, 2008, at 10 a.m., in room
406 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing to hold a hearing entitled ‘‘Over-
sight Hearing on Cleanup Efforts at
Federal Facilities.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, September 18,
2008, at 2:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, September 18, 2008, at a
time to be determined.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
Committee on the Judiciary be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate, to conduct an executive busi-
ness meeting on Thursday, September
18, 2008, at 10 a.m. in room SH-216 of
the Hart Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, September 18, at 9:30
a.m. in room 562 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, September 18, 2008
at 2:30 p.m. to hold a closed hearing.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT
MANAGEMENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE,
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on

Oversight of Government Management,

the Federal Workforce, and the Dis-

trict of Columbia be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate

on Thursday, September 18, 2008, at 2

p.m. to conduct a hearing entitled

“Keeping the Nation Safe through the

Presidential Transition.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SECURITIES, INSURANCE, AND

INVESTMENT
Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and

Urban Affairs Subcommittee on Secu-

rities, Insurance, and Investment be

authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on September 18, 2008, at

2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled

“Transparency in Accounting: Pro-

posed Changes to Accounting for Off-

Balance Sheet Entities.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the following
Finance Committee staff be granted
the privilege of the floor during consid-
eration of the tax bill: Mary Baker,
Matthew  Berkeley, Matt Kazan,
Bridget Mallon, Katheena Mussa, Ford
Porter, Sean Thomas, and Caroline
Phil.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009

On Wednesday, September 17, 2008,
the Senate passed S. 3001, as amended,
as follows:

S. 3001

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2009°.

SEC. 2. ORGANIZATION OF ACT INTO DIVISIONS;
TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) DIVISIONS.—This Act is organized into
three divisions as follows:

(1) Division A—Department of Defense Au-
thorizations.

(2) Division B—Military Construction Au-
thorizations.

(3) Division C—Department of Energy Na-
tional Security Authorizations and Other
Authorizations.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title.

Sec. 2. Organization of Act into divisions;
table of contents.

Sec. 3. Congressional defense committees.
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