H7820

very kind remarks about the bipartisan
negotiations at the level of the House
Judiciary Committee. I was delighted
again to also have the companion bill,
H.R. 6610, on that legislation.

I do want to add a particular point of
contention dealing with subdivision E,
party agreements. This subdivision
simply makes clear that while parties
to a case may agree among themselves
regarding the effect of disclosures be-
tween each other in a Federal pro-
ceeding, it is not binding on others un-
less it is incorporated into a court
order.

I think this is very important, and it
was certainly a point that others, var-
ious counsel raised, because of the im-
pact that it might have, the far-reach-
ing impact it might have. This par-
ticular subdivision does not confer any
authority on a court to enter any order
regarding the effect of the disclosures.
That authority must be found in sub-
division D or elsewhere. So we see that
this rule has been meticulously refined
in order to ensure that the sanctity of
the attorney-client privilege is pre-
served.

This is good legislation, and I would
ask my colleagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back my time,
asking for support of this legislation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the Senate bill, S.
2450.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

CHILD SOLDIERS ACCOUNTABILITY
ACT OF 2008

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the Senate bill (S. 2135) to
prohibit the recruitment or use of child
soldiers, to designate persons who re-
cruit or use child soldiers as inadmis-
sible aliens, to allow the deportation of
persons who recruit or use child sol-

diers, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-

lows:
S. 2135

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Child Sol-
diers Accountability Act of 2008°’.

SEC. 2. ACCOUNTABILITY FOR THE RECRUIT-
MENT AND USE OF CHILD SOLDIERS.

(a) CRIME FOR RECRUITING OR USING CHILD
SOLDIERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 118 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§ 2442, Recruitment or use of child soldiers

‘‘(a) OFFENSE.—Whoever knowingly—
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‘(1) recruits, enlists, or conscripts a person
to serve while such person is under 15 years
of age in an armed force or group; or

‘“(2) uses a person under 15 years of age to
participate actively in hostilities;
knowing such person is under 15 years of age,
shall be punished as provided in subsection
(b).
‘“(b) PENALTY.—Whoever violates, or at-
tempts or conspires to violate, subsection (a)
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than 20 years, or both and, if death
of any person results, shall be fined under
this title and imprisoned for any term of
years or for life.

‘“(c) JURISDICTION.—There is jurisdiction
over an offense described in subsection (a),
and any attempt or conspiracy to commit
such offense, if—

‘(1) the alleged offender is a national of
the United States (as defined in section
101(a)(22) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(22))) or an alien lawfully
admitted for permanent residence in the
United States (as defined in section 101(a)(20)
of such Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(20));

‘“(2) the alleged offender is a stateless per-
son whose habitual residence is in the United
States;

‘“(3) the alleged offender is present in the
United States, irrespective of the nationality
of the alleged offender; or

‘“(4) the offense occurs in whole or in part
within the United States.

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) PARTICIPATE ACTIVELY 1IN HOS-
TILITIES.—The term ‘participate actively in
hostilities’ means taking part in—

‘“(A) combat or military activities related
to combat, including sabotage and serving as
a decoy, a courier, or at a military check-
point; or

‘“(B) direct support functions related to
combat, including transporting supplies or
providing other services.

‘(2) ARMED FORCE OR GROUP.—The term
‘armed force or group’ means any army, mi-
litia, or other military organization, wheth-
er or not it is state-sponsored, excluding any
group assembled solely for nonviolent polit-
ical association.”.

(2) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.—Chapter 213
of title 18, United States Code is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“§3300. Recruitment or use of child soldiers

‘“No person may be prosecuted, tried, or
punished for a violation of section 2442 un-
less the indictment or the information is
filed not later than 10 years after the com-
mission of the offense.”’.

(3) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—Title 18, United
States Code, is amended—

(A) in the table of sections for chapter 118,
by adding at the end the following:
¢2442. Recruitment or use of child soldiers.”’;

and

(B) in the table of sections for chapter 213,
by adding at the end the following:
¢“3300. Recruitment or use of child soldiers.”.

(b) GROUND OF INADMISSIBILITY FOR RE-
CRUITING OR USING CHILD SOLDIERS.—Section
212(a)(3) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(3)) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

“(G) RECRUITMENT OR USE OF CHILD SOL-
DIERS.—Any alien who has engaged in the re-
cruitment or use of child soldiers in viola-
tion of section 2442 of title 18, United States
Code, is inadmissible.”’.

(c) GROUND OF REMOVABILITY FOR RECRUIT-
ING OR USING CHILD SOLDIERS.—Section
237(a)(4) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1227(a)(4)) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

“(F) RECRUITMENT OR USE OF CHILD SOL-
DIERS.—Any alien who has engaged in the re-
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cruitment or use of child soldiers in viola-
tion of section 2442 of title 18, United States
Code, is deportable.”.

(d) ASYLUM AND WITHHOLDING OF RE-
MOVAL.—

(1) ISSUANCE OF REGULATIONS.—Not later
than 60 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Attorney General and the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall promul-
gate final regulations establishing that, for
purposes of sections 241(b)(3)(B)(iii) and
208(b)(2)(A)({ii) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1231(b)(3)(B)(iii); 8
U.S.C. 1158(b)(2)(A)(iii)), an alien who is de-
portable under section 237(a)(4)(F) of such
Act (8 U.S.C. 1227(a)(4)(F)) or inadmissible
under section 212(a)(3)(G) of such Act (8
U.S.C. 1182(a)(3)(G)) shall be considered an
alien with respect to whom there are serious
reasons to believe that the alien committed
a serious nonpolitical crime.

(2) AUTHORITY TO WAIVE CERTAIN REGU-
LATORY REQUIREMENTS.—The requirements of
chapter 5 of title 5, United States Code (com-
monly referred to as the ‘‘Administrative
Procedure Act’), chapter 35 of title 44,
United States Code (commonly referred to as
the ‘‘Paperwork Reduction Act’), or any
other law relating to rulemaking, informa-
tion collection, or publication in the Federal
Register, shall not apply to any action to
implement paragraph (1) to the extent the
Attorney General or the Secretary Homeland
of Security determines that compliance with
any such requirement would impede the ex-
peditious implementation of such paragraph.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) and the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have b legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, let me note what a
tragedy it is that we have to stand on
the floor of the House in 2008 to speak
about the exploitation of children as
soldiers. Up to 250,000 children are ex-
ploited each day around the world in
state-run armies, paramilitaries and
guerilla groups. These child soldiers,
boys and girls as young as 8 years old,
are forced to serve as combatants and
human mine detectors. They are often
used to conduct suicide missions, and
many are used as sex slaves. In fact, we
have seen many of them turn them-
selves in Liberia, Sierra Leone and Co-
lombia. In many cases they are pro-
vided with drugs and alcohol to numb
them to the atrocities they are re-
quired to commit. In all cases, their
childhoods are taken from them, their
health and lives are endangered, and
their psyches are destroyed.

It is a war crime under customary
international law to recruit or use chil-
dren under 15 years of age as soldiers.
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I am reminded of an early amend-
ment when I first came to the United
States Congress that I added to an ap-
propriations bill that we should re-
strain the use of appropriations foreign
aid for those countries that would not
commit to releasing their child sol-
diers. It is an ongoing and persistent
problem.

It is a violation of the Optional Pro-
tocol to the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, which 110 countries, in-
cluding the U.S., have ratified, to re-
cruit or use child soldiers under the
age of 18. But such actions do not cur-
rently violate U.S. criminal or immi-
gration law. We are thus hindered in
our ability to prevent those who use or
recruit child soldiers from coming to
our country, and we are unable to pun-
ish those perpetrators who make it
here. In contrast, other grave human
rights violations, including torture, are
punishable under U.S. criminal and im-
migration law.

The Child Soldier Accountability Act
of 2008 would correct this disparity by
making it a Federal crime and viola-
tion of immigration laws to recruit or
use child soldiers under the age of 15.

This bipartisan legislation was spon-
sored in the Senate by Senators DICK
DURBIN and ToM COBURN, the chairman
and ranking member of the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee Subcommittee on
Human Rights and the Law. They
worked together on this bill to ensure
that war criminals who would exploit
children cannot find safe haven in our
country.

The bill we vote on today is slightly
changed from the bill that was sent to
us by the Senate. It now includes
changes agreed to in bipartisan and bi-
cameral discussions between Senators
DURBIN, COBURN, JON KYL and JEFF
SESSIONS, as well as numerous House
Members, including Judiciary Com-
mittee Chairman JOHN CONYERS and
Ranking Member LAMAR SMITH, Crime
Subcommittee Chairman BOBBY SCOTT
and Ranking Member LOUIE GOHMERT,
and Immigration Subcommittee Chair-
woman ZOE LOFGREN and Ranking
Member STEVE KING.

The United States must hold ac-
countable the war criminals who steal
the childhood of innocents by turning
them into Kkillers or human fodder. I
thus urge my colleagues to support
this important legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
2135, the Child Soldier Accountability
Act of 2008, which prohibits the use of
children under the age of 15 in military
forces or armed conflicts.

Children are currently used as sol-
diers in over 20 countries. An estimated
200,000 to 300,000 children are used as
soldiers for rebel groups, militias and
government armed forces. The individ-
uals who recruit children do so because
children are physically vulnerable and
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easily intimidated. Many children are
recruited by force and often compelled
to follow orders under threat of death.
Child soldiers are a global phe-
nomenon. The problem is most critical
in Africa and Asia, but armed groups in
the Americas, Eurasia and the Middle
East also use child soldiers.

The United States is a party to the
Optional Protocol to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child on the involve-
ment of children in armed conflict.
President Clinton signed the Optional
Protocol in 2000 and it was ratified by
the Senate in 2002.

The Optional Protocol requires states
to raise the age of voluntary recruit-
ment from 15 and to impose a binding
declaration of the minimum age for re-
cruitment into their armed forces. The
protocol also requires states to take all
feasible measures to ensure that mem-
bers of the armed forces under the age
of 18 do not participate in hostilities
and prohibits the conscription of any-
one under the age of 18 into the armed
forces.

The protocol prohibits the recruit-
ment or use in hostilities of children
under the age of 18 by rebel or other
nongovernmental and armed groups
and requires states to criminalize such
practices.

In addition to joining the Optional
Protocol, the United States funds pro-
grams to, one, rehabilitate children
who were abducted in Southern Sudan
and Northern Uganda; two, demobilize
4,000 children soldiers in Afghanistan
and enroll them in education and coun-
seling programs; and three, reintegrate
former child combatants in Burundi,
the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
and Liberia.

J 1500

The bill before us today complements
the ongoing efforts of the United
States to combat the use of child sol-
diers. S. 2135 is the product of several
months of good-faith negotiations
among Democrats and Republicans in
the House and Senate and the adminis-
tration.

The amended version of S. 2135 that
the House will vote on today includes
several technical changes to clarify the
intent and scope of the bill. Most nota-
bly, the bill ensures that U.S. military
recruiting practices are not impeded by
this legislation. The bill also author-
izes the government to deport or deny
admission to any individual who re-
cruits or uses child soldiers under the
age of 15. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, it gives me great pleasure to
yield such time as he may consume to
the chairman of the Subcommittee on
Crime of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, BOBBY SCOTT of Virginia.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I thank the
gentlelady for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
2135, the Child Soldiers Accountability
Act of 2008. S. 2135 amends title 18 of
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the United States Code to create a
criminal provision under U.S. law
aimed at those who recruit or conscript
children under the age of 15 into armed
conflict. It establishes criminal pen-
alties for up to 20 years in prison and
up to life imprisonment if death results
from the crime.

The bill also makes it a violation of
immigration law for any person seek-
ing admission to the United States to
have committed such acts.

Finally, the bill would extend United
States jurisdiction to perpetrators of
this crime who are present in the
United States, regardless of their na-
tionality or where the crime takes
place, so that those who commit these
crimes cannot use this country as a
safe haven from prosecution. This type
of jurisdiction exists for similar crimes
such as laws on torture and genocide,
which allow for extraterritorial juris-
diction for crimes committed outside
of the United States.

In at least 18 countries around the
world, children are utilized as direct
participants in war. Many of these chil-
dren soldiers, some as young as 8 years
old, are abducted or recruited by force
and often compelled to follow orders to
participate under harsh duress. And
girls make up more than 30 percent of
child soldiers and participate in many
conflicts. Oftentimes, they are abused
and raped. Once recruited, these chil-
dren, boys and girls, participate in all
forms of combat, even wielding AK-47s
and M-16s as portrayed in the media.

There is international opposition to
recruiting and using child soldiers.
Over 110 countries, including the
United States, have ratified the Op-
tional Protocol to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, which pro-
hibits the recruitment and use of child
soldiers under the age of 18. Neverthe-
less, the prevalence and nature of the
child soldier problem is not going
away. It continues to plague the inter-
national community. For example, in
Uganda, the rebel group has abducted
at least 20,000 children and has forced
them to work as laborers, soldiers, and
sex slaves. We hear about the ongoing
persecution and atrocities in Burma,
but what has escaped media attention
is the use of child soldiers there, as the
government has recruited up to 70,000
children, more than any other country
in the world.

Recruiting and using child soldiers
does not currently violate TUnited
States criminal law. S. 2135 was intro-
duced by Senator DURBIN and Senator
COBURN to correct that problem. We
overwhelmingly passed the Genocide
Accountability Act last year to end the
immunity gap in genocide law. By this
bill, we seek to do the same thing for
those who maliciously recruit and use
innocent children in warfare. I urge my
colleagues to support the bill.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as I listen to the debate
here and contemplate the global situa-
tion of 200,000, 300,000 child soldiers and
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what that means, and the repatriation,
so to speak, of the child soldiers in Af-
ghanistan, having just returned from
Iraq, Afghanistan, and Georgia, and
having walked in some of the dust-cov-
ered mountains and in the dust-covered
plains over there and been brought up
to speed in briefings in both of those
countries, it occurs to me how tough it
is over in that part of the world, how
close they are to the Stone Age, and
how difficult it is to live in that coun-
try, let alone stand and fight, and the
generations of warfare that have built
one on top of the other. There is not a
generation there that can remember
not having fought.

Life expectancy in Afghanistan, 44
years. Up until a couple years ago, Af-
ghanistan, by my recollection, was the
only country in the world where men
could expect to 1live longer than
women, even though men were the ones
that were most often killed in the con-
flict. The health care is that bad.

When young people are brought up in
warfare and they are conscripted into
the military and they are confronted
with armed conflict at an early age,
they may not know any other way of
life. And to bring them back into edu-
cation and try to repatriate them into
more of, as we would see it, a normal
lifestyle is a very difficult task. But
Mr. Speaker, we must. We must break
that cycle of violence. We must break
that cycle of violence and the culture
that reconstitutes at each generation.
That is the case in Afghanistan, it is
the case in Iraq, it is the case in the
West Bank and in the Gaza strip and
Israel proper. And it goes on and on
and on around this world.

When little children, when little girls
are raised to wear a pseudo suicide belt
as part of perpetuating a culture of vio-
lence, when they are taught to hate
people because of their religion or their
ethnicity and they see that practiced
on the news every day, when I turn on
al-Jazeera TV and I see the venom and
the hatred that is there, when I watch
the leaders of the people that oppose us
bring it back home to be inspiring in
recruiting people who believe that
their path to salvation is Killing people
who are not like them, then I under-
stand how important it is to break this
cycle. I don’t know if we are going to
be able to do that. I think this bill will
move us a little bit closer along that
way. At least it stands on the right
principle for the right cause, and I urge
its adoption.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

By listening to my two colleagues
from Iowa and from Virginia, you can
see the commonality of viewpoints on
this persistent and cancerous aspect of
our world society, the continuous use
of child soldiers.

I offer to my colleagues the words of
a child soldier, and I read them as fol-
lows:

“My parents refused to give me to
the LITE, so about 15 of them came to
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my house. It was both men and women
in uniforms with rifles and guns in hol-
sters. I was fast asleep when they came
to get me at one point in the morning.
These people dragged me out of the
house. My father shouted at them, say-
ing, ‘What is going on?’ Some of the
LITE soldiers took my father away to-
wards the woods and beat him. They
also pushed my mother onto the
ground when she tried to stop them.”

This girl was recruited by the Tamil
Tigers in Sri Lanka at age 16.

Another story from a young child:

“Early on, when my brothers and I
were captured, the LRA explained to us
that all five brothers couldn’t serve in
the LRA because we would not perform
well. So they tied up my two younger
brothers and invited us to watch. Then
they beat them with sticks until two of
them died. They told us it would give
us strength to fight. My youngest
brother was 9 years old.”

Martin, recruited by the Lord’s Re-
sistance Army in Uganda at age 12.

This legislation of course is long
overdue. And I would ask my col-
leagues to consider that it may be time
after time and year after year that we
have to continue to pass this legisla-
tion, but I would hope that we would be
persistent, hope that the President
signs this legislation, and, as well, that
we can stamp out the cancer of using
and victimizing these wonderful chil-
dren.

I would like to submit these state-
ments into the RECORD from Human
Rights Watch: Child Soldiers, The
Voices of Child Soldiers.

THE VOICES OF CHILD SOLDIERS

“The section leader ordered us to take
cover and open fire. There were seven of us,
and seven or ten of the enemy. I was too
afraid to look, so I put my face in the ground
and shot my gun up at the sky. I was afraid
their bullets would hit my head. I fired two
magazines, about forty rounds. I was afraid
that if I didn’t fire the section leader would
punish me.”—Khin Maung Than, recruited
by Burma’s national army at age eleven.

“My parents refused to give me to the
LTTE so about fifteen of them came to my
house—it was both men and women, in uni-
forms, with rifles, and guns in holsters. . . .
I was fast asleep when they came to get me
at one in the morning. . .. These people
dragged me out of the house. My father
shouted at them, saying, ‘“What is going
on?”’ but some of the LTTE soldiers took my
father away towards the woods and beat
him. . . . They also pushed by mother onto
the ground when she tried to stop them.”’—
girl recruited by the Tamil Tigers in Sri
Lanka at age sixteen.

“I was captured in Lofa County by govern-
ment forces. The forces beat me, they held
me and kept me in the bush. I was tied with
my arms kept still and was raped there. I
was fourteen years old. . . . After the rape, I
was taken to a military base. . . . I was used
in the fighting to carry medicine. During the
fighting I would carry medicine on my head
and was not allowed to talk. I had to stand
very still. T had to do a lot of work for the
soldiers, sweeping, washing, cleaning. During
this time, I felt really bad. I was afraid, I
wanted to go home, but was made to stay
with the soldiers.””—Evelyn, recruited in Li-
beria by government forces at age fourteen.

“I had a friend, Juanita, who got into trou-
ble for sleeping around. We had been friends
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in civilian life and we shared a tent together.
The commander said that it didn’t matter
that she was my friend. She had committed
an error and had to be killed. I closed my
eyes and fired the gun, but I didn’t hit her.
So I shot again. The grave was right nearby.
I had to bury her and put dirt on top of her.
The commander said, ‘“You did very well.
Even though you started to cry, you did well.
You’ll have to do this again many more
times, and you’ll have to learn not to cry.”—
Angela, joined the FARC-EP in Colombia at
age twelve.

“Early on when my brothers and I were
captured, the LRA explained to us that all
five brothers couldn’t serve in the LRA be-
cause we would not perform well. So they
tied up my two younger brothers and invited
us to watch. Then they beat them with
sticks until two of them died. They told us it
would give us strength to fight. My youngest
brother was nine years old.”—Martin, re-
cruited by the Lord’s Resistance Army in
Uganda at age twelve.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
speak in very strong support of the Child Sol-
diers Accountability Act of 2007. S. 2135 ad-
dresses the ongoing struggle to protect chil-
dren from the horrors of war. The recruitment,
enlisting, or conscripting of children in any
armed force is unacceptable. Child soldiers
face increased mortality rates as well as emo-
tional and psychological damage that are often
irreversible. The time has come for the United
States to once again uphold justice and stand
up for defenseless children who are at risk of
losing their childhood, their families, and their
physical and emotional well being.

Currently, more than 250,000 child soldiers
suffer at the hands of exploitative, ruthless
military commanders. Too often, their cries for
help are stifled by poverty, ongoing armed
conflict, and political instability; it is our re-
sponsibility to take up their cause and punish
those who have participated in their torment to
the extent possible. There is widespread dis-
agreement on the particulars of what might
constitute justification for war or aggressive
military action, but it is almost universally ac-
knowledged that children should not be used
as combatants in such conflicts.

It is imperative that the United States sends
a clear and firm message condemning the use
of child soldiers and showing our willingness
to take the necessary measures to respond to
those who would use children in this fashion.
Passing S. 2135 is a significant step forward
in holding perpetrators accountable for their
actions, particularly in light of the fact that the
United States has not yet ratified the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child,
which expresses the wide-ranging opposition
to the use of minor children as soldiers. Chil-
dren in any country deserve the same oppor-
tunity to succeed and thrive at life; | believe
this bill will solidify our commitment to a higher
moral standard.

By passing S. 2135 we have the opportunity
to join the many nations fighting the scourge
of child soldiering which is why | urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting S. 2135.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I ask
my colleagues to enthusiastically sup-
port this particular legislation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the Senate bill, S.
2135, as amended.
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The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
when the House adjourns today, it ad-
journ to meet at 10:30 a.m. tomorrow
for morning-hour debate; and further,
that when the House adjourns on
Wednesday, September 10, it adjourn to
meet at 11 a.m. on Thursday, Sep-
tember 11.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———
DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2008

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the business in order under the Cal-
endar Wednesday rule be dispensed
with on September 10, 2008.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

———
[ 1830

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. JACKSON of Illinois) at 6
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

S. 2403, by the yeas and nays;

S. 2837, by the yeas and nays;

S. 2135, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

SPOTTSWOOD W. ROBINSON III
AND ROBERT R. MERHIGE, JR.
FEDERAL COURTHOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
Senate bill, S. 2403, as amended, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
CARNEY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 2403,
as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 376, nays 0,
not voting 57, as follows:

[Roll No. 567]

YEAS—376

Abercrombie Costa Harman
Ackerman Costello Hastings (FL)
Aderholt Courtney Hastings (WA)
Akin Cramer Hayes
Alexander Crenshaw Heller
Allen Crowley Hensarling
Altmire Cuellar Herger
Arcuri Culberson Herseth Sandlin
Baca Davis (AL) Higgins
Bachmann Davis (CA) Hill
Bachus Davis (IL) Hinchey
Baird Davis (KY) Hinojosa
Baldwin Davis, David Hirono
Barrett (SC) Davis, Lincoln Hobson
Barrow Deal (GA) Holt
Bartlett (MD) DeFazio Honda
Barton (TX) DeGette Hooley
Bean Delahunt Hoyer
Becerra DeLauro Hunter
Berkley Dent Inglis (SC)
Berman Dingell Inslee
Biggert Doggett Israel
Bilbray Donnelly Issa
Bilirakis Doolittle Jackson (IL)
Bishop (GA) Doyle Jackson-Lee
Bishop (NY) Drake (TX)
Bishop (UT) Dreier Jefferson
Blackburn Duncan Johnson (GA)
Blumenauer Edwards (MD) Johnson (IL)
Blunt Edwards (TX) Johnson, E. B.
Boehner Ehlers Johnson, Sam
Bonner Ellsworth Jones (NC)
Bono Mack Emanuel Jordan
Boozman English (PA) Kagen
Boren Eshoo Kanjorski
Boustany Etheridge Kaptur
Boyd (FL) Everett Keller
Boyda (KS) Fallin Kildee
Brady (PA) Farr Kilpatrick
Brady (TX) Fattah Kind
Broun (GA) Feeney King (IA)
Brown (SC) Ferguson King (NY)
Brown-Waite, Filner Kingston

Ginny Flake Klein (FL)
Buchanan Forbes Kline (MN)
Burgess Fortenberry Knollenberg
Burton (IN) Fossella Kucinich
Buyer Foster Kuhl (NY)
Calvert Foxx LaHood
Camp (MI) Frank (MA) Lamborn
Campbell (CA) Franks (AZ) Lampson
Cantor Frelinghuysen Langevin
Capito Gallegly Larsen (WA)
Capps Garrett (NJ) Larson (CT)
Capuano Gerlach Latham
Cardoza Giffords LaTourette
Carney Gillibrand Latta
Carson Gingrey Lewis (CA)
Carter Gohmert Lewis (GA)
Castle Gonzalez Lewis (KY)
Castor Goode Linder
Chabot Goodlatte Lipinski
Childers Gordon LoBiondo
Clarke Granger Lofgren, Zoe
Cleaver Graves Lowey
Clyburn Green, Al Lucas
Coble Green, Gene Lungren, Daniel
Cohen Gutierrez E.
Cole (OK) Hall (NY) Lynch
Conaway Hall (TX) Mack
Cooper Hare Mahoney (FL)
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Manzullo Platts Slaughter
Marchant Poe Smith (NJ)
Markey Pomeroy Smith (TX)
Marshall Porter Snyder
Matheson Price (GA) Solis
Matsui Price (NC) Souder
McCarthy (CA) Pryce (OH) Space
McCarthy (NY) Putnam Speier
McCaul (TX) Radanovich Spratt
McCollum (MN) Rahall Stark
McCotter Ramstad Stearns
McDermott Rangel Sullivan
McGovern Regula Sutton
McHenry Rehberg Tancredo
McHugh Reichert
McIntyre Renzi Tanner
McKeon Reyes Tauscher
McMorris Reynolds Taylor
Rodgers Richardson Thompson (CA)
McNerney Rodriguez Thompson (MS)
Meek (FL) Rogers (AL) Thornberry
Mica Rogers (KY) Tiahrt
Michaud Rogers (MI) Tiberi
Miller (FL) Ros-Lehtinen Tierney
Miller (MI) Roskam Tsongas
Miller (NC) Ross Turner
Miller, Gary Rothman Upton
Miller, George Roybal-Allard Van Hollen
Mitchell Royce Visclosky
Mollohan Ruppersberger Walberg
Moore (KS) Ryan (OH) Walden (OR)
Moore (WI) Ryan (WI) Walsh (NY)
Moran (KS) Salgzar Walz (MN)
Moran (VA) S:«:Lh Wamp
Murphy (CT) Sanchez, Linda Wasserman
Murphy, Patrick T. Schultz
Murphy, Tim Sanchez, Loretta Waters
Murtha Sarbanes Watson
Musgrave Scalise Watt
Myrick Schakowsky Waxman
Nadler Schiff X
Napolitano Schmidt Weiner
Neugebauer Schwartz Welch (VT)
Nunes Scott (GA) Weldon (FL)
Oberstar Sensenbrenner Westmoreland
Obey Serrano Wexler
Olver Sessions Whitfield (KY)
Ortiz Sestak Wilson (NM)
Pallone Shadegg Wilson (OH)
Pascrell Shays Wilson (SC)
Pastor Shea-Porter Wittman (VA)
Paul Sherman Wolf
Payne Shimkus Woolsey
Pearce Shuster Wu
Pence Simpson Yarmuth
Perlmutter Sires Young (AK)
Petri Skelton Young (FL)
NOT VOTING—57
Andrews Ellison Neal (MA)
Berry Emerson Peterson (MN)
Boswell Engel Peterson (PA)
Boucher Gilchrest Pickering
Braley (IA) Grijalva Pitts
Brown, Corrine Hodes Rohrabacher
Butterfield Hoekstra Rush
Cannon Holden Saxton
Carnahan Hulshof Scott (VA)
Cazayoux Kennedy Shuler
Chandler Kirk Smith (NE)
Clay Lee Smith (WA)
Conyers Levin Stupak
Cubin Loebsack Terry
Cummings Maloney (NY) Towns
Davis, Tom McCrery Udall (CO)
Diaz-Balart, L. McNulty Udall (NM)
Diaz-Balart, M. Meeks (NY) Velazquez
Dicks Melancon Weller
O 1857

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
Senate bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title was amended so as to read:
“A Dbill to designate the United States
courthouse located in the 700 block of
East Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia,
as the ‘Spottswood W. Robinson IIT and
Robert R. Merhige, Jr., United States
Courthouse’.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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