H7776

REQUESTING THAT THE PRESI-
DENT FOCUS APPROPRIATE AT-
TENTION ON NEIGHBORHOOD
CRIME PREVENTION AND COM-
MUNITY POLICING, AND COORDI-
NATE CERTAIN FEDERAL EF-
FORTS TO PARTICIPATE IN NA-
TIONAL NIGHT OUT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the
gentlelady from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-
LEE) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in requesting that the
President focus appropriate attention on
neighborhood crime prevention and commu-
nity policing, and coordinate certain Federal
efforts to participate in National Night Out,
which occurs the first Tuesday of August each
year, including by supporting local efforts and
community watch groups and by supporting
local officials, to promote community safety
and help provide homeland security. This im-
portant resolution will work to make America a
safer place by recognizing the importance of
community policing and crime prevention.

National Night Out, “America’s Night Out
Against Crime,” is a program designed to
heighten crime prevention and drug prevention
awareness; generate support for, and partici-
pation in, anti-crime programs; strengthen
neighborhood spirit and police community rela-
tions; and send a message to criminals that
neighborhoods are organized and fighting
back. This is an opportunity to bring citizens,
law enforcement agencies, civic groups, busi-
nesses, neighborhood organizations and local
officials together to fight crime where we live.
Last year, over 35 million people celebrated
the National Night Out with activities such as
traditional “lights on” and front porch vigils,
block parties, cookouts, parades, contests,
youth programs, and visits from local police
and sheriff departments. This event is cele-
brating its 25th anniversary on Tuesday, Au-
gust 5, 2008.

National Night Out supports the Department
of Homeland Security’s Ready campaign by
handing out materials and educating and em-
powering the public on how to prepare for,
and respond to, potential terrorist attacks or
other emergencies. Additionally, this event
supports the National Child Identification Pro-
gram, a joint partnership between the Amer-
ican Football Coaches Association and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, to provide
identification kits to parents to help locate
missing children. The National Sheriffs Asso-
ciation, the United States Conference of May-
ors, and the National League of Cities have all
officially expressed support for National Night
Out.

Neighborhood crime watch groups, such as
National Night Out, contribute to the Nation’s
war on drugs by helping to prevent commu-
nities from becoming markets for drug dealers.
They play an integral role in combating do-
mestic terrorism by increasing vigilance and
awareness and encouraging citizen participa-
tion in community safety and homeland secu-
rity. Additionally, community-based programs
involving law enforcement, school administra-
tors, teachers, parents, and local communities
work effectively to reduce school violence and
crime and promote the safety of children.

The neighborhoods we once knew as
places of peace and harmony are now en-
gaged in the fight against the rising tide of
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crime and violence. One of the saddest results
of this increasing crime is that neighbors fear
for their safety and become alienated from
one another. Through this National Night Out
celebration, people in the neighborhood are
brought closer together, overcoming the at-
mosphere of fear and mistrust that comes with
changing times. National Night Out gives peo-
ple a sense of neighborhood pride and posi-
tive community spirit.

This is why | strongly support the goals and
ideals of National Night Out and request that
the President issue a proclamation calling on
the people of the United States to conduct ap-
propriate ceremonies, activities, and programs
to demonstrate support for National Night Out;
focus appropriate attention on neighborhood
crime prevention, community policing, and re-
duction of school crime by delivering speech-
es, convening meetings, and directing the Ad-
ministration to make crime reduction an impor-
tant priority; and coordinate the efforts of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency, the
USA Freedom Corps, the Citizen Corps, the
National ~ Senior  Service Corps, and
AmeriCorps to participate in National Night
Out by supporting local efforts and neighbor-
hood watches and by supporting local officials,
including law enforcement personnel, to pro-
vide homeland security and combat terrorism
in the United States. | urge my colleagues to
support the National Night Out, which effec-
tively works to protect Americans from crime
across the nation.

————
SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, |
stand once again before this House with yet
another Sunset Memorial.

It is July 31, 2008 in the land of the free and
the home of the brave, and before the sun set
today in America, almost 4,000 more defense-
less unborn children were killed by abortion on
demand. That's just today, Madam Speaker.
That's more than the number of innocent lives
lost on September 11 in this country, only it
happens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,974 days since
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first
handed down. Since then, the very foundation
of this Nation has been stained by the blood
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some
of them, Madam Speaker, cried and screamed
as they died, but because it was amniotic fluid
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, we
couldn’t hear them.

All of them had at least four things in com-
mon. First, they were each just little babies
who had done nothing wrong to anyone, and
each one of them died a nameless and lonely
death. And each one of their mothers, whether
she realizes it or not, will never be quite the
same. And all the gifts that these children
might have brought to humanity are now lost
forever. Yet even in the glare of such tragedy,
this generation still clings to a blind, invincible
ignorance while history repeats itself and our
own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the
most helpless of all victims, those yet unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it's time for those
of us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of
why we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson
said, “The care of human life and its happi-
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ness and not its destruction is the chief and
only object of good government.” The phrase
in the 14th Amendment capsulizes our entire
Constitution. It says, “No State shall deprive
any person of life, liberty or property without
due process of law.” Madam Speaker, pro-
tecting the lives of our innocent citizens and
their constitutional rights is why we are all
here.

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth
that all human beings are created equal and
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has
ever faced can be traced to our commitment
to this core, self-evident truth.

It has made us the beacon of hope for the
entire world. Madam Speaker, it is who we
are.

And yet today another day has passed, and
we in this body have failed again to honor that
foundational commitment. We have failed our
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without
the protection we should have given them.

So Madam Speaker, let me conclude this
Sunset Memorial in the hope that perhaps
someone new who heard it tonight will finally
embrace the truth that abortion really does Kill
little babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that
we can never express; and that 12,974 days
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children
in America is enough; and that it is time that
we stood up together again, and remembered
that we are the same American that rejected
human slavery and marched into Europe to ar-
rest the Nazi Holocaust; and we are still cou-
rageous and compassionate enough to find a
better way for mothers and their unborn ba-
bies than abortion on demand.

Madam Speaker, as we consider the plight
of unborn America tonight, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are also numbered and that all too
soon each one of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our
human and our constitutional duty to protect
these, the least of our tiny, litle American
brothers and sisters from this murderous
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on
demand.

It is July 31, 2008, 12,974 days since Roe
versus Wade first stained the foundation of
this Nation with the blood of its own children;
this in the land of the free and the home of the
brave.

——————

CORRECTION TO THE CONGRES-
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PROVIDING FOR AN ADJOURN-
MENT OR RECESS OF THE TWO
HOUSES
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.

Mr. Speaker, I send to the desk a privi-

leged concurrent resolution and ask for

its immediate consideration.
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