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House of Representatives

EXTENDING ADVISORY COMMIT-
TEE ON MINORITY VETERANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
suspending the rules and passing the
bill, H.R. 674.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
FILNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 674.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL CAMPUS
SAFETY AWARENESS MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
suspending the rules and agreeing to
the resolution, H. Res. 1288, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 1288, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF TENNESSEE WOMEN’S
BASKETBALL TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE 2008 NCAA BASKET-
BALL CHAMPIONSHIP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on

suspending the rules and agreeing to
the resolution, H. Res. 1151.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 1151.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF CONNECTING FOSTER YOUTH
TO THE WORKFORCE THROUGH
INTERNSHIP PROGRAMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
suspending the rules and agreeing to
the resolution, H. Res. 1332.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 1332.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2009

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1384 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 6599.

0 1958
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 6599)
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2009, and for other purposes, with Mr.
POMEROY in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered read the
first time.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. ED-
WARDS) and the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. WAMP) each will control 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Chairman, this funding bill sends
a clear message to America’s veterans,
servicemembers, and their families
that Congress recognizes and appre-
ciates their service to this country and
the sacrifices they have made on its be-
half.

Those are not my words. Those are
the words of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars stated just 6 days ago.

The Disabled American Veterans said
this bill ‘“‘provides the means to serve
and care for sick and disabled veterans,
to provide housing facilities for mili-
tary families, and to fund the activities
of several other agencies that affect
veterans, a most generous and nec-
essary act.”

The American Legion said this bill
effectively addresses every aspect of
the VA budget. H.R. 6599 addresses im-
provement and increased funding for
medical care, mental health care, med-
ical research, long-term care, rural
health care options, both construction,
major and minor, nonrecurring mainte-
nance, and claims adjudication.
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Mr. Chairman, the words expressed
by these respected veterans organiza-
tions, which represent millions of men
and women who have honorably served
our Nation in uniform, are more impor-
tant than any words I could express on
this floor tonight. I want to salute the
members of these organizations and
the many other veterans and military
family groups for the key role they
have played in shaping this bill. Even
more importantly, I want to salute our
servicemen and -women, our veterans
and their families for having defended
our Nation in time of war and in time
of peace and for ensuring that our Na-
tion never forgets the sacrifices of
those who have served past, present
and future.

This bill, Mr. Chairman, is about a
lot more than just programs and budg-
ets. It’s about respect, respect for those
who have answered our Nation’s call to
duty—everyday fathers and mothers,
brothers and sisters, sons and daugh-
ters from every generation, from every
race and from every religion. Because
of their service and sacrifice, we live in
a safer, better world.

This bill is about the moral responsi-
bility of keeping our promises to those
who have kept their promises to serve.
It’s about honoring the unsung heroes
and heroines in our Nation’s defense
and the spouses and children of our
servicemen and -women. These great
Americans might not ever put on a
military uniform, but they serve our
Nation every day through their per-
sonal sacrifice. When one’s loved one
has been deployed overseas, there are
no makeup days for missed births,
birthdays and graduation ceremonies.
No price tag could measure the value of
missed baseball games, school events
and the simple, everyday joys of a fam-
ily’s being together.

This bill is about the young father I
met just 2 weeks ago at Walter Reed
Army Medical Center. He lost both of
his legs in combat in Iraq. As he sat
there, talking to me with his young
son in his lap, I could not help but be
overwhelmed by the lifelong sacrifice
this father had made to try to make
the world a safer place for my two
young sons and for all children. This
bill is about seeing that that loving fa-
ther does not have to give up the
dreams he has for his child.

The humility of this bill, Mr. Chair-
man, is our knowing that we could
never fully repay the debt of gratitude
we owe this soldier and all who have
served our Nation in uniform. Yet we
know it is the right thing to do to
honor these great Americans, not just
with our words on Veterans’ Day but
with our deeds every day—with better
health care, housing, education, and
daycare. That is what this bill is all
about. Let me be specific.

Overall, this bill totals $72.7 billion
in discretionary spending. That is $3.4
billion more than the President’s re-
quest and $8.8 billion more than the
last fiscal year in 2008. Especially given
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our Nation is at war, I believe our
troops, our veterans and their families
have earned every single dime of this
funding. I’'m disappointed that the ad-
ministration has said that its lower
budget request is adequate. It is not.

Just today, the DAV, the AMVETS,
the Paralyzed Veterans of America,
and the VFW have said this: ‘“We con-
cluded the President’s budget request
for 2009 was about $3 billion short of
the actual and equitable needs of vet-
erans. We are shocked to learn the ad-
ministration is insisting that the VA
has been given sufficient funding for
next year in its original budget submis-
sion.”

The bill provides $47.7 billion in dis-
cretionary funding to the Department
of Veterans Affairs. This is $2.9 billion
more than the President’s request and
$4.6 billion more than fiscal year 2008.

What does this mean to millions of
veterans who need the VA health care
system?

First, based on a Bush administra-
tion policy adopted in 2003, veterans
have been told in some parts of the
country that making $28,430 a year
makes them too wealthy to qualify for
VA health care. I think that policy is
wrong and unfair to many veterans
who cannot simply afford health insur-
ance with an income level so far below
the national average. That is why this
bill raises the number priority 8 vet-
erans eligible for VA care by 10 per-
cent.

Second, with $4 a gallon gasoline, we
increase the mileage reimbursement
rate for veterans driving long distances
to VA hospitals and clinics from 28%
cents to 41% cents. Until this Congress
acted last year, that rate had been
locked in at 11% cents since 1979 when
gasoline prices were less than $1 a gal-
lon.

Mr. Chairman, this increase in gas
mileage reimbursement to our veterans
may not seem like a big deal to some,
but to many veterans, that is the dif-
ference between their being able to af-
ford to drive to a VA hospital to get
the care they desperately need or not
being able to do so.

Third, for Iraq and Afghan war vets
as well as for veterans from all past
conflicts, this bill ensures that a min-
imum of $3.8 billion, $900 million more
than last year, will be spent on mental
health care services. The mental
wounds of war often outlast the phys-
ical wounds of combat, and it is past
time that we adequately fund mental
health research and care so our vet-
erans can rebuild their lives once they
return home.

Fourth, to help veterans in rural
areas and members of the Guard and
Reserves living so far away from VA fa-
cilities, we provide $200 million to in-
crease access to local health care pro-
viders.

I thank our ranking member, Mr.
WAMP, for his strong leadership on this
important provision, among many oth-
ers.

Fifth, no soldier, no veteran—not
one—should ever again have to live in
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the demeaning conditions that some
saw at Walter Reed’s annex 18 last
year. They deserve better than that,
and that is why we provide $300 million
to address the backlog and non-
recurring maintenance at our VA hos-
pitals. In addition, we fund $1.9 billion
for much needed construction at VA
hospitals and clinics.

Sixth, none of us should rest until
there is not one homeless veteran any-
where in our country. That is why we
provide in this bill $40 million more in
order to help these homeless veterans
receive the medical services and job
training that they need. We want them
to have not only the dignity of a roof
over their heads, but we want them to
have real hope for rebuilding their
shattered lives.

Seventh, the bill provides the Vet-
erans Benefits Administration with
enough funding to hire an additional
2,100 claims processors. It’s not right.
It’s simply not right for veterans to
have to wait on average nearly 6
months to have their claims processed.
For many veterans, including combat
wounded veterans, that wait means
that they don’t get the benefits that
they earned through their military
service and, for many of them, the ben-
efits they desperately need to pay their
monthly bills.

There is much more in this bill for
veterans, from better prosthetics for
amputees to research for post-trau-
matic stress disorder.

Two things are not in this bill—the
administration’s ill-advised proposals
to increase prescription drug copays
for veterans by 88 percent and the idea
to charge a $250 VA health care enroll-
ment fee for our vets. Making drugs
less affordable would hurt veterans’
health and would require many of them
to seek more expensive hospital care. I
believe, for one, that our veterans have
already paid an enrollment fee for VA
health care. They did it when they put
on our Nation’s uniform.

Mr. Chairman, in addition to keeping
our promises to veterans, this bill sup-
ports important quality of life and
training improvements for our service-
men and -women and their families. It
provides $24.8 billion for military con-
struction, family housing and the Base
Realignment and Closing program,
known as BRAC. This is $400 million
above the President’s request.

This will mean better housing and
improved health care and modernized
hospitals for our military families. For
single moms and dads at home with
their children while their spouses are
in harm’s way overseas, this bill will
provide quality, affordable daycare for
their children. For thousands of our
single soldiers, sailors, airmen, and
marines, it will mean the end of old,
outdated barracks and a place they can
be proud to call their home. We specifi-
cally added $200 million to the adminis-
tration’s budget request so they can
begin to replace woefully inadequate
training barracks. This will send a
clear message that our Nation respects
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the decision of 18-, 19- and 20-year-old
military recruits, their decision to sign
up to serve our country.

Honoring our troops, our veterans
and their families is a meaningful way
that is not only the right thing to do;
it is the smart thing to do. In an all-
volunteer military force, the best in
the world, we simply cannot expect to
attract and to retain the best and
brightest if we do not provide quality
housing, health care and education for
military troops and their families and
if we do not keep the promises that we
have made to our veterans.

The bottom line is this: This bill is
about maintaining a strong national
defense and military readiness and
about respecting with word and deed
those who defend us and our freedom.

Mr. Chairman, let me end by thank-
ing those who made this bill possible. I
would begin by thanking Speaker
PELOSI, who has kept her promise that
the new Congress would truly honor
our veterans and our servicemen and
-women in an historic way. Under her
dedicated leadership, we have increased
veterans’ funding in less than 2 years
by more than what Congress did in the
previous 12 years, including a new 21st-
century GI education bill that passed
just a few weeks ago. In my 18 years in
Congress, I've served with no Speaker
of either party who has done as much
for veterans as has Speaker PELOSI.
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Her legacy will benefit millions of vet-
erans for generations to come.

I want to thank Congressman DAVE
OBEY, the chairman of the House Ap-
propriations Committee, and Congress-
man JOHN SPRATT, the chairman of the
House Budget Committee. It was their
strong personal leadership combined
with the work of Speaker PELOSI that
made it possible for us to pass last year
the largest increase in VA health care
benefits in the 77-year history of the
VA.

As a Democrat, I'm proud that the
budget resolutions passed last year and
this year made a commitment to un-
precedented increases in veterans’
health care and benefits. Those resolu-
tions authorized the funding for our
subcommittee’s work.

Let me be very clear. The 2009 Mili-
tary Construction and Veterans Affairs
Appropriations bill is a bipartisan ac-
complishment.

I want to pay special tribute to our
subcommittee ranking member, Mr.
WAMP of Tennessee. Through 19 hear-
ings, his deep and genuine commitment
to our troops and to our veterans was
evident to every one of us privileged to
serve with him. His ideas and input and
commitment to always putting the in-
terests of our troops and veterans
above partisanship made this bipar-
tisan bill possible. His leadership made
this bill a much better bill, and for
that I salute him.
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Let me also express my gratitude to
all of the members of our sub-
committee, Republicans and Demo-
crats alike. Each one of them made
valuable contributions to this bill. Vet-
erans and our troops are the bene-
ficiaries of their hard work.

A special thanks is owed to Mr.
LEWIS of California and to Mr. YOUNG
of Florida. They didn’t just help shape
this bill. Their dedicated, lifelong lead-
ership on behalf of all of those who
have served in uniform is what public
service should be all about.

I thank you, sir.

Finally, I want to pay tribute to a
staff that is second to none anywhere
in the Congress—to the majority staff
led by subcommittee clerk Carol Mur-
phy, Tim Peterson, Mary Arnold, Wal-
ter Hearne, and Donna Shahbaz and
John Conger on my staff, and the mi-
nority staff led by Martin Delgado, Liz
Dawson and Kelly Shea, and Amanda
Schoch from Mr. WAMP’s staff. Also, a
special thanks to Mr. Rob Nabors, the
clerk of the full Appropriations Com-
mittee.

I thank you all for the professionals
you are, for the hard work you do and
for reminding all of us that, when it
comes to supporting our troops and
veterans, we can and we must work on
a bipartisan basis.
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Military Construction - Veterans Affairs - and Related Agencies Appropriations Act -
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2008 (H.R. 6599)

FY 2008 FY 2009 Bill vs. Bill vs.
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request
TITLE I - DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Military construction, Army.......................... B 3,936,583 4,615,920 4,801,536 +864,953 +185,616
RESCISSTON. ... i e e e -8,690 -51,320 -42,630 -51,320
Total . . 3,927,893 4,615,920 4,750,216 +822,323 +134,296
Military construction, Navy and Marine Corps.......... 2,198,394 3,096,399 3.280,809 +1,082,415 +184,410
RESCISSTON. oot i e e -10,557 -- --- +10,557 .-
TOtAT o et 2,187,837 3,096,399 3,280,809 +1,092,972 +184,410
Mititary construction, Air Force...................... 1,159,747 934,892 976,524 -183,223 +41,632
RESCISSION. o i i i i e -10,470 -17,681 -7,211 -17,681
TotaT . e 1,149,277 934,892 958,843 -190,434 +23,951
Military construction, Defense-Wide................... 1,609,596 1,783,998 1,614,450 +4,854 -169,548
RESCISSION. . o i e e -10,192 --- -3,589 +6.603 -3,589
Total. . .. e 1,599,404 1,783,998 1,610,861 +11,457 -173.137
Total, Active components...................... 8,864,411 10,431,209 10,600,729 +1,736,318 +169,520
Hilitary construction, Army National Guard............ 536,656 539,296 628,668 +92,012 +89,372
Military construction, Air National Guard............. 287,537 34,374 142,809 -144.,728 +108,435
Military construction, Army Reserve................... 148,133 281,687 282,607 +134,474 +920
Military construction, Navy Reserve................... 64,430 57,045 57,045 -7,385
Hilitary construction, Air Force Reserve.............. 28,359 19,265 30,018 +1,659 +10,753
RESCISSTON. . i e e -3,069 +3,069 .-
Total . 25,290 19,265 30,018 +4,728 +10,753
Total, Reserve components..................... 1,062,046 931,667 1,141,147 +79,101 +209,480
Total, Military construction.................... 9,926,457 11,362,876 11,741,876 +1,815,419 +379,000
Appropriations........ ... ... .. 0. i (9,969,435) (11,362,876) (11,814,466) (+1,845,031) (+451,590)
RESCISSTONS . .. .. i i i i (-42,978) (-72,590) (-29,612) (-72,590)
North Atlantic Treaty Organization Security Investment
PrOgram. . ot e e 201,400 240,867 218,867 +17,467 -22,000
Family housing construction, Army..................... 424,400 678,580 646,580 +222,180 -32,000
RESCISSION. . ..o -4,559 +4,559
Total . . 419,841 678,580 646,580 +226,739 -32,000
Family housing operation and maintenance, Army........ 731,920 716,110 716,110 -15,810
Family housing construction, Navy and Marine Corps.... 293,129 382,778 382,778 +89,649
Family housing operation and maintenance, Navy and
Marine Corps.. ... i e 371,404 376,062 376,062 +4.,658
Family housing construction, Air Force................ 327,747 395,879 395,879 +68,132
RESCISSION. . o -15,000 --- --- +15,000 ---
Total. ... 312,747 395,879 395,879 +83,132
Family housing operation and maintenance, Air Force... 688,335 599,465 594,465 -93,870 -5,000
Family housing operation and maintenance, Defense-Wide 48,848 49,231 49,231 +383
Department of Defense Family Housing Improvement
FUnd. . 500 850 850 +350 .-
Homeowners assistance fund....... ... ... ... ........... -- 4,500 4,500 +4,500
Total, Family housing............. .. ... ......... 2,866,724 3,203,455 3,166,455 +299,731 -37,000
ApPropriations. . ... ... it (2,886,283) (3.203,455) (3,166,455) (+280,172) (-37.,000)
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Military Construction - Veterans Affairs - and Related Agencies Appropriations Act - FY 2008 (H.R. 6599)
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2008 FY 2009 Bill vs. Bi11 vs.
Enacted Request BiN Enacted Request
RESCISSTONS . ..\ v it i (-19.559) (+19,559)
Chemical demilitarization construction, Defense-Wide.. 104,176 134,278 134,278 +30,102
Base realignment and closure:
Base-realignment and closure account, 1990........ 295,689 393,377 473,377 +177.688 +80,000
Base realignment and closure account, 2005........ 7.235,591 9,065,386 9,065,386 +1,829,795
Total, Base realignment and closure......... 7,531,280 9,458,763 9,538,763 42,007,483 +80,000
Total, title I...... ... .o it 20,630,037 24,400,239 24,800,239 +4,170,202 +400,000
Appropriations........... ... ... i, (20,692,574) (24,400,239) (24,872,829) (+4,180,255) (+472,590)
RESCISSIONS. .. ... i (-62,537) (-72,590) (-10,053) (-72,590)
TITLE II - DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
Veterans Benefits Administration
Compensation and pensions. ...............vouiinian 41,236,322 43,111,681 43,111,681 +1,875,359
Readjustment benefits............. ... ... ... . oL 3,300,289 3,086,944 3,086,944 -213,345
Veterans insurance and indemnities.................... 41,250 42,300 42,300 +1,050
Veterans housing benefit program fund program account
(indefinite) ... ... ... . i 17,389 2,000 2,000 -15,389
(Limitation on direct loans)...................... (500) (500) (500) .- ..
Credit subsidy. .. ... ... .. . . . i -108,000 -246,000 -246,000 -138,000
Administrative expenses.................. ... 0. 154,562 157,210 157,210 +2,648 ---
Vocational rehabilitation loans program account....... 71 61 61 -10
(Limitation on direct loans)...................... (3,287) (3,180) (3,180) (-107)
Administrative expenses........... ... ... ... ... ... 311 320 320 +9
Native American veteran housing Toan program account.. 628 646 646 +18
Total, Veterans Benefits Administration......... 44,642,822 46,155,162 46,155,162 +1,512,340
Veterans Health Administration
Medical services /1.... ... ... . i 27,167,671 34,075,503 30,854,270 +3,686,599 -3,221,233
Contingent emergency (P.L. 110-161)............. .. 1,936,549 --- -1,936,549
Subtotal....... ... ... . 29,104,220 34,075,503 30,854,270 +1,750,050 -3,221,233
Medical support and compliance /1..................... 3,442,000 4,400,000 +958,000 +4,400,000
Contingent emergency (P.L. 110-161)............... 75,000 .- -75,000
Subtotal....... ... .. 3,517,000 4,400,000 +883,000 +4,400,000
Medical facilities...... .. ... ..o, 3,592,000 4,661,000 5,029,000 +1,437,000 +368,000
Contingent emergency (P.L. 110-161)............... 508,000 --- -508.000
Subtotal...... ... ... .. 4,100,000 4,661,000 5,029,000 +929,000 +368,000
Medical and prosthetic research....................... 411,000 442,000 500,000 +89,000 +58,000
Contingent emergency (P.L. 110-181)............... 69,000 -69,000
Subtotal . ... . ... 480,000 442,000 500,000 +20,000 +58,000

1/ The budget request proposes to combine funding
for medical services and medical administration
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Military Construction - Veterans Affairs - and Related Agencies Appropriations Act - FY 2008 (H.R. 6599)
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2008 FYy 2009 Bill vs. Bill vs.
Enacted Request Bill Enacted Request
Medical care cost recovery collections:
Offsetting collections............. ... oo, -2,414,000 -1,879,000 -2,544,000 -130.000 -665,000
Appropriations (indefinite)....................... 2,414,000 1,879,000 2,544,000 +130,000 +665,000
Total, Veterans Health Administration........... 37,201,220 39,178,503 40,783,270 +3,582,050 +1,604.767
- Appropriations. .. ... (34,612,671) (39,178,503) (40,783,270) (+6,170,599) (+1,604,767)
Emergency appropriations................ .... (2,588,549) (-2,588,549)
National Cemetery Administration
National Cemetery Administration...................... 166,809 180,959 240,000 +73,191 +59,041
Contingent emergency (P.L. 110-161)............... 28,191 --- -28,191
Total, National Cemetery Administration......... 195,000 180,959 240,000 +45,000 +59,041
Departmental Administration
General operating exXpenses. .. ........c.cov v ininean.n 1,471,837 1,699,867 1,801,867 +330,030 +102,000
Contingent emergency (P.L. 110-1861)............... 133,163 --- -133,163 ---
Subtotal. ... ... ... 1,605,000 1,699,867 1,801,867 +196,867 +102,000
Information technology systems........................ 1,859,217 2,442,066 2,492,066 +632,849 +50,000
Contingent emergency (P.L. 110-161)............... 107,248 -107,248
Subtotal. . ... . 1,966,465 2,442,066 2,492,066 +525,601 +50,000
Office of Inspector General.............. .. ..o vunnn 72,599 76,500 87,818 +15,219 +11,318
Contingent emergency (P.L. 110-161)............... 7.901 -7,901 ---
Subtotal. ... ... ... .. .. .. . 80,500 76,500 87.818 +7.318 +11,318
Construction, major projects..............c.....vuui.. 727,400 581,582 923,382 +195,982 +341,800
Contingent emergency (P.L. 110-161)............... 341,700 .- -341,700
Subtotal. ... ... 1,069,100 581,582 923,382 -145,718 +341,800
Construction, minor projects............ ... . ... .. .. 233,396 329,418 991,492 +758,096 +662,074
Contingent emergency (P.L. 110-1671)............... 397,139 -397,139
Subtotal....... ... .. . 630,535 329,418 991,492 +360,957 +662,074
Grants for construction of State extended care
facilities. . ... ... .. e 85,000 85,000 165,000 +80,000 +80,000
Contingent emergency (P.L. 110-161)............... 80,000 .- --- -80,000
Subtotal...... ... 165,000 85,000 165,000 +80,000
Grants for the construction of State veterans
CemMEteries. ... 32,000 32,000 45,000 +13,000 +13,000
Contingent emergency (P.L. 110-1861)............... 7,500 --- -7.500
Subtotal.... ... ... . 39,500 32,000 45,000 +5,500 +13,000
Total, Departmental Administration............ 5,556,100 5,246,433 6,506.625 +950,525 +1,260,192
Appropriations. ....... ... ... . i, (4.481,449) (5.246,433) (6,506,625) (+2,025,176) (+1,260,192)
Emergency appropriations.................... (1,074,651) {-1,074,651)
Administrative Provisions
Sec. 230 VA Medical Services (P.L. 110-28)............ -66,000 +66, 000
Sec. 230 Construction Major Projects (P.L. 110-28).... 66,000 --- -66,000
Sec. 234 VA General Operating Expenses................ -6,000 +6,000
Sec. 234 State Approving Agencies..................... 6,000 --- -6,000 ---
Total, title IL.... ... ... i 87,595,142 90,761,057 93,685,057 +6,089,915 +2,924,000
Appropriations. .. .. ... ... iiciiii (83,903,751) (90,761,057) (93.685,057) (+9.781.,306) (+2,924.000)
Emergency appropriations.................. .. (3,757,391) (-3,757,391)

Rescissions (emergency appropriations)...... (-66,000) (+66,000)
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Military Construction - Veterans Affairs - and Related Agencies Appropriations Act - FY 2008 (H.R. 6599)
(Amounts in thousands)

FY 2008
Enacted

FY 2009
Request

Bill vs.
Enacted

Bill vs.
Request

(Limitation on direct loans)..............

Discretionary........ ... iy
Mandatory........ ..o i e

TITLE III - RELATED AGENCIES

American Battle Monuments Commission

Salaries and eXPensesS. ... .. ...t i
Foreign currency fluctuations account.............

Total, American Battle Monuments Commission

U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims

Salaries and EXPensSesS . ... ...t

Department of Defense - Civil

Cemeterial Expenses, Army

Salaries and eXPEenSeS. .. .. .......civeriiin e

Armed Forces Retirement Home

Operation and maintenance.................ovvnnn
General fund appropriation........................

Total, Armed Forces Retirement Home.........

Total,

Grand total....... .. ... i i
Appropriations............. ... ... ...l
RESCISSIONS. . ...t
Emergency appropriations................
Contingent emergency appropriations.....
Rescissions (emergency appropriations)..

title IIT......... ..o

(3,787}

(43,107,892)
(44,487,250)

(3.680)

(44,764 ,132)
(45,996 ,925)

(3.680)

(47,688,132)
(45,996 ,925)

(-107)

(+4,580,240)
(+1,509,675)

(+2,924,000)

R 44,600 64,570 55,470 +10,870 -9,100
e 11,000 -~ 17,100 +6,100 +17,100
N 55,600 64,570 72,570 +16,970 +8,000
ce 22,717 23,975 73,975 +51,258 +50,000
e 31,230 31,230 31,230 .- ---
o 55,724 63,010 63,010 +7,286 -
C 800 --- - -800 -
e 56,524 63,010 63,010 +6,486 -
e 166,071 182,785 240,785 +74,714 +58,000
.... 108,391,250 115,344,081 118,726,081 +10,334,831 +3,382,000
.... (104,762,396) (115,344,081) (118,798,671) (+14,036,275) (+3,454,590)
e (-62,537) .- (-72,590) (-10,053) (-72,590)
ce (66.000) --- --- (-66,000) .-
(3,691,391) -- -- (-3.691,391) .-
o (-66,000) --- .- (+66,000) .-
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Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I move
that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
BisHOP of Georgia) having assumed the
chair, Mr. POMEROY, Chairman of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 65699) making appro-
priations for military construction, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2009, and for other
purposes, had come to no resolution
thereon.

——————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR PROCEEDINGS DUR-
ING THE PERIOD FROM AUGUST
1, 2008, THROUGH SEPTEMBER 4,
2008

Mr. MCGOVERN, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110-816) on the
resolution (H. Res. 1399) providing for
proceedings during the period from Au-
gust 1, 2008, through September 4, 2008,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

————

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2009

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1384 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 6599.

J 2016
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
6599) making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2009, and for other purposes, with Mr.
POMEROY in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. ED-
WARDS) had 14%2 minutes remaining and
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
WAMP) had 30 minutes remaining.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, oftentimes in life it’s
more important what you do with your
second chances than what you do the
first time around. Neither Chairman
EDWARDS, who spoke so eloquently in a
comprehensive way about this bill and
his commitment to our veterans, our
men and women in harm’s way and
their families—neither he nor I took
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advantage in our younger years of serv-
ing in the wuniform of our Armed
Forces. However, fate has it that we
would have a second opportunity to
serve by serving those who are serving
us, past and present, through this bill;
making sure that those great American
patriots, past and present, have what
they need—and are entitled to and de-
serve because of their commitment to
this great Nation.

It is the highest compliment of my
professional life to serve as the ranking
member of this subcommittee. I want
to thank Chairman LEWwWIS—former
Chairman LEWIS, now Ranking Member
LeEwis—for this privilege because with-
out him and his support I wouldn’t be
here. I want to thank Mr. WICKER, who
was the ranking member of this sub-
committee last year, and I want to
thank whoever helped him become a
Senator to open up this subcommittee
opportunity for me, and for Chairman
EDWARDS, who, as you just saw on the
House floor, is a class act, with a true
commitment to the men and women in
uniform and a determination to do
whatever is necessary to honor their
commitment.

And I can report today, as I did at
the full committee, that when I go
home and people ask me in 2008, in my
new position, are we honoring our Na-
tion’s veterans and the men and women
in uniform serving in an asymmetrical
war on two fronts in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, with head trauma and IED inju-
ries and amputations—double, triple,
extraordinary injuries—stress from un-
fair deployments, unsustainable de-
ployments, stress on the family, are we
honoring our commitment to them?
And I don’t think a few years ago, re-
gardless of party, that the answer to
that question was yes. We had prob-
lems at Walter Reed, we had problems
at Fort Stewart, we had problems
across the board.

We still have many challenges. The
deployment ratios have got to continue
to improve. But I can tell you in this
bill there is a bipartisan commitment
to honor their commitment. And I be-
lieve we are making great progress at
ensuring our men and women in uni-
form and their families have what they
need and deserve, and when they come
home as veterans, that we take ade-
quate care of them—not adequate, but
responsible care of them. And I think
we’re making great progress.

I want to thank the majority for
doing something that people in the hin-
terland wouldn’t even understand, but
they put the Military Construction bill
back in with the Veterans bill where it
belongs. When I served on the sub-
committee 10 years ago, this was not
the case.

But when the Military Construction
bill funds quality of life needs and
child care centers and polytrauma cen-
ters and housing needs, the veterans
piece being in with it in the same bill
allows the continuum of care to come
together so that we can look at the
whole picture from today’s men and
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women in harm’s way and what their
quality of life needs are—which is num-
ber one for us—all the way through the
end of their life as a veteran with our
VA system. It needs to all be together.

That was an amazing success, bring-
ing Military Construction and Vet-
eran’s Care back together—my hat’s off
to the Speaker for doing that, first and
foremost, for Chairman EDWARDS for
his leadership, and for Chairman OBEY
for his commitment.

I do agree that over the 100 hearing
hours Chairman EDWARDS and I had a
hands-on with these amazing Ameri-
cans, we produced a work product, this
bill—at roughly $48 billion for the VA
and $25 billion for the military con-
struction needs around the world—that
is very strong, and an encouragement
to all those in harm’s way today and
those that have been in harm’s way in
the past.

I will say that the President’s budget
request for veterans was a record level.
Now, the chairman said that it wasn’t
enough, and I agree with that. And we
did increase it by $3 billion, but it was
at a record level. So today there is an
encouraging bipartisan proliferation to
see who can do more for our Nation’s
veterans. And that’s a good thing for
our Nation’s veterans, that we’re in
competition to see who can do more for
the men and women coming home from
Iraq and Afghanistan and those that
have served in the past.

But I was blown away over the last
few months with the quality of the
servicemembers and veterans. First, we
hear from the chiefs of the respective
services, the top enlisted personnel, the
commanders from around the world,
like the Commander of CENTCOM, who
is now General Petraeus, with two wars
under his command in Iraq and Afghan-
istan, we hear from all these leaders
about the needs on the ground and
what investments they need the Con-
gress to make for them to do their job
successfully. And then from the mili-
tary families, that talk about the
stress felt when we had a 15-month in,
1 year out deployment, now it’s back to
1-1, it’s going to 2-1. We need to get to
3-1 to make it sustainable, meaning 1
year in theater fighting, 3 years back
in a noncombat station. This is so im-
portant that we work towards these ob-
jectives and that we honor this com-
mitment.

Now, on the subcommittee, we’ve got
extraordinary support. Former chair-
man of the full committee, who will
speak in a minute, BILL YOUNG from
Florida, sits with us every hearing,
hands on, fully engaged. ANDER
CRENSHAW from Jacksonville, Florida,
who will also speak, JOHN CARTER,
from Texas, KAY GRANGER from Texas
on the Republican side. I want to com-
pliment not just Chairman EDWARDS,
but SAM FARR, the vice chairman; who
was really engaged, and a man who un-
derstands the world; he does an out-
standing job.

You mentioned all the staff, I won’t
repeat their names, but both sides of



July 31, 2008

the aisle, just outstanding work. Mem-
bers of the subcommittee—Mr. MOL-
LOHAN, Mr. BoyD, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
BisHOP—everyone’s engaged on your
side; and contributed to great bipar-
tisan cooperation. And the quality of
these people that are serving in uni-
form and their families is just extraor-
dinary.

What we heard this year is that the
value of the dollar is really hurting us
around the world. Our money that
we’re investing won’t buy what it used
to buy all over the world, and that’s a
big problem. And we’ve known that it
was getting worse, but it’s really caus-
ing a budget pinch for our military
construction around the world.

We heard, as we’ve continued to
hear—which has held up the appropria-
tion process—that energy costs are
unsustainable. That’s a huge burden on
this budget. We’re trying to help with
those needs.

Most importantly, though, we heard
about the stress of the deployments
from the families, that they’re
unsustainable, that they put a huge
burden on the servicemembers and
families. That’s why these child care
centers and these housing issues are so
important and we have prioritized in
this bill.

I want to say one word of caution, be-
cause whether it’s a $3 billion increase
in VA or $13 billion increase in VA, the
Veterans Administration is a long-
standing bureaucracy. It is very large.
And I have traveled, I've been to the
sites, I've worked with the VA for a
number of years, and they’re not as ef-
ficient as they can be or must be.
Money is not the only issue. I'm grate-
ful that we came together to give them
more money, but I want to make sure,
and so does Chairman EDWARDS, that
each and every year we hold them more
accountable, and the subcommittee
takes a greater hands-on role at look-
ing for efficiencies. We worked with
Ranking Member BUYER this year on
the Authorization Committee on ways
for the VA to recapture more third-
party payments that they’re entitled
to to help with their bottom line;
things like that we must do because
the VA has to be more efficient and
more accountable because they are a
government bureaucracy. So it’s not
just money, it’s oversight. And I be-
lieve we share that commitment.

I think Secretary Peake is doing a
very good job as the Secretary. Some-
times these positions are political; I
don’t think he is, I think he’s hands on.
He understands the VA system from a
health care perspective, which is pos-
sibly the most important piece of it. I
just want to thank everyone. Again,
the staff has really produced a great
bill.

Member projects in this bill mirror
those included in the House Armed
Services Committee’s bill. The projects
all are authorized. We married them
up, so there’s no Member-advanced ini-
tiatives here that don’t meet all the
tests of authorization. That’s impor-
tant. So that makes this bill special.
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It is special, too; we’re the only Ap-
propriations bill that’s going to move
off the House floor before we go home.
I wish they all would have. But we’re
closing on a positive note because this
bill is positive for our men and women
in uniform. And they’re out there fac-
ing the threats that are out there. And
it’s like never before. It’s asymmet-
rical.

I don’t know what’s next, but I hope
and pray we can bring them all home
very soon. But as long as they’re in
harm’s way and as long as they’re will-
ing to volunteer to serve, Chairman
EDWARDS, you and I are going to work
together, in this second chance of ours,
to serve those who serve us. And we’re
going to honor their commitment
fully. That’s what this bill is about.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr. KEN-
NEDY), who has been a powerful voice
on our subcommittee on behalf of our
veterans, our troops and their families.

Mr. KENNEDY. I want to thank
Chairman CHET EDWARDS and Ranking
Member ZACH WAMP for their incred-
ible leadership on this legislation. And
I'd like to take a moment, Mr. Chair-
man, to particularly say what an honor
it is to serve under Chairman EDWARDS.
And his particular leadership is due a
great deal of appreciation, especially
for what he does to champion the cause
of veterans in this country. And I want
to say what an honor it is to serve
under his leadership in this committee.

I want to say, as Mr. WAMP did, that
it is an honor, for those of us who never
served in uniform, to be here and serv-
ing in a different uniform, in coat and
tie, to be there to serve those who did
go out there and put their lives on the
line to serve our country, in a sense
that we owe it to them and can have an
opportunity to serve those veterans
who have served our country so proud-
ly. I take great pride in that.

I feel that this is an historic place in
the Congress of the United States. I
mean, this floor of the House is where
Franklin Roosevelt announced that we
would be declaring war, World War II.
And we all read about the history of
this country, when the country came
together to fight wars on two sides of
the world. And we read about those
times in American history when all of
America was joined together and sacri-
ficing.

And the only difference between
those times and now is that there
seems to be a battle that’s being fought
by our men and women in uniform, but
the sacrifice seems to be borne prin-
cipally by those who are wearing the
uniform, but not by the rest of Amer-
ica. It seems as though there is a bub-
ble going on here where the rest of
America is supposed to go on with
their lives and the military is supposed
to do the job, and yet the two should
never meet. And I don’t think that’s
the way America is supposed to work.
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I think, as a country, we’re supposed to
be there every step of the way with our
troops.

And what I think this bill does is it
begins to acknowledge that the rest of
America needs to step up to the plate
and make sure when our troops come
home, that we know that they aren’t
forgotten, and that we’re going to re-
member them long after they’ve come
home and make sure that they get the
homecoming that they deserve.

Mr. Chairman, | rise in enthusiastic support
of the Military Construction-Veterans Affairs
Appropriation Bill. It has been my great privi-
leged to serve under the leadership of Chair-
man CHET EDWARDS and Ranking Member
ZACK WAMP as we have worked in a bipartisan
way to support our military and honor Amer-
ica’s commitment to our veterans.

| would like to take a moment, Mr. Chairman
to honor the great service of the Chairman of
the Military Construction Veterans Affairs Ap-
propriations Subcommittee, CHET EDWARDS.
There is no better champion for the veterans
of our country and no better advocate for the
needs of our service members than CHET ED-
WARDS. | applaud the Chairman for his earnest
stewardship of our subcommittee.

Mr. Chairman, over the past year, | had the
opportunity to travel the country to see with
my own eyes the capabilities of our VA Hos-
pitals, Medical Centers, Polytrauma Centers
and Inpatient faciliies and get a better per-
spective of the needs of patients, doctors,
nurses, and hospital administrators. | met with
many of our brave veterans who have made
those enormous sacrifices for our nation.
Needless to say, | was inspired by the cour-
age of our wounded warriors.

The high degree of professionalism with
which the Hospital staff conducted patient care
was quite impressive and | have great con-
fidence in the doctors and nurses who are
doing their part in taking care of America’s
veterans.

Unfortunately, many of these great public
servants are performing their jobs in anti-
quated facilities with substandard staffing re-
quirements that make life difficult for doctors,
but more importantly, diminish care for pa-
tients!

It was crystal clear to me that our VA Facili-
ties need to do more to adapt to a new gen-
eration of American veterans who have come
home from Iraq and Afghanistan. Specifically,
the needs of our female veterans need imme-
diate attention.

During my visit, | observed that our Vet-
erans’ Hospitals, many of which were built in
the 1950s and 60s, were not built to accom-
modate the large number of female vets ex-
pected to enter the system. They lack the
most rudimentary amenities like adequate fe-
male restrooms and hospital rooms to meet
privacy needs.

Sadly, the VA is always playing a big game
of “catchup” with respect to female vets. In-
stead of implementing a long term strategy de-
signed to meet the needs of these service
members, the VA would rather wait for an-
other Walter Reed before changing the status-

uo.

a In mental health services, | was alarmed by
the lack of full-time mental health professional
at VA Hospitals.

For example, my visit to the Hines VA in
Chicago last fall revealed that all of its psychi-
atrists were part-time employees. Frankly, |
find that unacceptable.
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In this subcommittee, we have taken steps
to bolster funding for mental health services in
the VA and built upon our great success in
last year's MILCON/VA appropriations bill
which saw the greatest increase in veterans
health funding in the 77-year history of the VA.

We have also dedicated $24.8 billion for
Military Construction to fully fund BRAC and
increase the size of the Army and Marine
Corps.

In Military Construction, this bill also in-
cludes:

—$336 million, which was not in the Presi-
dent’s request, will go towards quality of life
initiatives.

—$200 million for the Army and Marine
Corps to improve their barracks so that our
service members have decent places to call
home.

The Veterans Health Administration esti-
mates that in 2009 more than 5.8 million pa-
tients, including 333,275 veterans of the Iraq
and Afghanistan wars. This is why we have
funded the VHA at $40.8 billion, $1.6 billion
over the request of President Bush and a 9
percent increase over 2008 levels.

According to a study by the Rand Corpora-
tion, more than 1 in 5 service men and women
coming home from Iraq and Afghanistan suffer
from a stress related mental illness. Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder is the signature
wound of this war and | applaud my col-
leagues on this subcommittee for recognizing
the seriousness of this issue and for their will-
ingness to devote significant funding towards
mental health care and research.

$3.8 billion in this bill is dedicated to spe-
cialty mental health services and $584 million
to substance abuse programs in this bill.

In a time of great need for our veterans, this
subcommittee came together to write a bipar-
tisan bill. We solicited views from the other
side of the aisle to put together a responsible,
non-partisan bill that has only one objective: to
most effectively meet the needs of our vet-
erans and military families.

This is why | was appalled yesterday when
| heard that President Bush announced that
he would veto this legislation. The administra-
tion says we must spare no expense for our
soldiers and Marines in the field, but when
those servicemembers come home, this same
President tells them that $3 billion for health
care, family housing and medical research is
too much.

To shortchange our veterans and military
families, in a time of war, is morally wrong.
We have no right to put fiscal responsibility on
the backs of our Nation’s veterans.

| would hope that we can quickly pass the
Military Construction Veterans Affairs Appro-
priations Bill so that the veterans | met across
America can rest assured knowing the help is
on the way.

O 2030

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Chairman, I yield 2
minutes to the ranking member of the
Defense Appropriations Subcommittee,
the gentleman from Florida, who has a
tremendous record with our Nation’s
veterans.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. I thank the
gentleman for yielding the time.

Mr. Chairman, as a member of the
subcommittee presenting this appro-
priations bill tonight, I rise to strongly
support the bill and to compliment and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

pay a special tribute to Chairman ED-
WARDS and Ranking Member ZACH
WAMP, who have done such a great job
in leading this good subcommittee to
present this exceptional bill.

I am particularly pleased that the
Department of Veterans Affairs Hos-
pital at Bay Pines, which is in my dis-
trict that serves the veterans of Flor-
ida, will be able to expand the type and
quality of care that it can provide
through this bill. Work will begin next
year on a major $17.4 million expansion
of the Bay Pines Hospital that will pro-
vide enhanced mental health and
posttraumatic stress syndrome services
with funds included in this bill. The
new facility responds to an urgent need
for additional space and resources to
provide mental health and
posttraumatic stress counseling and
services which are so badly needed.

So, Mr. Chairman, I do rise in sup-
port of this bill. There are so many
other parts of the bill that have al-
ready been discussed and that will be
reported in the written legislation, but
I just want to say that I believe that it
meets the needs of today’s military,
the members of our military. It meets
many of the needs of yesterday’s mili-
tary, and it meets many of the needs of
tomorrow’s military. It’s a good bill. I
hope we can expedite its passage and
get it to the President, get this bill
signed so that the money can start to
flow to care for our veterans and to
provide necessary facilities for the
members of today’s military.

Mr. Chairman, this is a good bill and it is
needed now. While conducting a foreign war,
our military continues to realign to meet cur-
rent requirements around the globe and con-
tinues to aggressively work the base realign-
ment and closure plan. | am glad that it has
finally been brought to the floor of the House.

In total, this bill authorizes a total appropria-
tion of $24.8 billion for needed military con-
struction efforts around the world. This total is
$400 million over the President's requested
budget.

In addition, the bill appropriates a total of
$3.2 billion for military and family housing
projects for the families of our service mem-
bers who are bearing the bulk of the sacrifices
of this Nation’s ongoing military actions around
the world. This is an increase of $300 million
over the fiscal year 2008 level.

The bill authorizes $336 million to continue
a quality of life initiative that was begun in the
2008 Supplemental. This sum includes $200
million for new trainee and recruit housing,
and $136 million for medical military construc-
tion and upgrades to certain medical treatment
facilities. The President did not request this
funding in his budget.

Equally as important are the funds supplied
in this bill for our continually increasing vet-
erans population. This bill includes a total
funding level of $47.7 billion for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. This total is $2.9 bil-
lion over the President’s request. We owe our
past, our present and our future veterans the
finest care possible.

BAY PINES

| am particularly pleased that the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Hospital at Bay Pines
which serves veterans in Florida will be able
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to expand the type and quality of care that it
can provide through this bill.

Work will begin next year on a major $17.4
million expansion of the Bay Pines hospital
that will provide enhanced mental health and
Post Traumatic Syndrome Disorder, PTSD,
services with funds included in this bill. This
new facility responds to an urgent need for ad-
ditional space and resources to provide mental
health and post traumatic stress counseling
and services.

The three story, 156,00 square foot addition
to the main hospital building will include an
Outpatient Mental Health Center of Excellence
and a Post Traumatic Center of Excellence on
the main level and replacement Inpatient Psy-
chiatric and Geriatric Psychiatric bed wings on
the 2nd and 3rd levels.

The addition of new space will allow for the
renovation of 189,000 square feet of existing
patient care space in out years, which will be
used for medical and surgical nursing wards
and a modern psychiatric domiciliary.

The bill also includes $4.5 million for the hir-
ing of an additional 20 inspectors for the VA
Office of Inspector General, 10 of which will
go to the newly established Inspector General
facility at Bay Pines. Each dollar spent on the
IG will be returned many times over as fraud,
waste and abuse are uncovered.

It was through an initiative that | sponsored
that the VA opened a major new VA IG office
at Bay Pines in May 2007 to expand oversight
and investigation operations in Florida to en-
sure that veterans receive the finest in care
and the best use of limited tax dollars. Three
years ago | learned that the VA Inspector
General had only five personnel to monitor VA
operations throughout the entire state of Flor-
ida. Soon thereafter | provided funding to en-
able the Inspector General to expand its oper-
ations in Florida to more than 50 investigators,
auditors and agents to ferret out waste, fraud
and abuse within the VA system, monitor the
quality of care veterans receive, and appre-
hend those who seek to violate the public trust
by stealing federal funds or abusing the trust
of veterans. The Inspector General has said
that the operation at Bay Pines is a flagship
for the entire VA system.

TAMPA

The legislation also includes $21 million for
a new headquarters for the special operations
element of United States Central Command at
MacDill Air Force Base. The new 66,000
square foot building will provide a secure facil-
ity for command and control, to train an in-
creasing number of personnel, and store oper-
ational equipment. The unit currently operates
out of a Cold War era alert bombing facility
that is too small to accommodate existing and
future manpower requirements and equipment
storage.

Another $10.5 million is included in the bill
for construction of a headquarters for the
United States Special Operations Command’s
Global Network Control Center. The unit is
currently scattered about MacDill in trailers
and temporary facilities. Construction of this
32,000 square foot building would begin in
February 2009 with completion in May 2010.

These two projects are part of a major
base-wide construction program at MacDill
that | have championed since 2006.

Our men and women who serve in uniform
deserve the finest possible facilities to train
and prepare for missions throughout the world.
It is time that we move these special oper-
ations units out of trailers and 50-year-old
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make-shift facilities and into state-of-the-art
buildings.

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, now it’s my privilege to yield for
2 minutes to the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. BoYD), a decorated Vietnam
veteran and a valued member of this
subcommittee.

Mr. BOYD of Florida. Let me thank
my chairman, Mr. EDWARDS, for yield-
ing.
Ladies and gentlemen, when our men
and women are committed into com-
bat, that has very long and costly con-
sequences. Sometimes I think people in
this town don’t recognize this. But I
can tell you there are some people in
this Chamber, particularly Chairman
CHET EDWARDS, Ranking Member ZACH
WAMP, who do understand that com-
mitment into combat has very long
and costly consequences.

Mr. Chairman, I see a lot of ‘““‘Support
Our Troops” slogans around. I see a lot
of yellow bumper stickers and those
great things. I see people going to
churches and preparing care boxes to
send overseas.

But that’s not enough. That’s not
enough. We must make a commitment
to take care of the families of those
who put on the uniform when those in
uniform are deployed. We must make a
solemn commitment to provide for the
health care and education benefits for
those who come home after wearing
the uniform. Many of them come home
injured.

Mr. Chairman, there are some folks
in this Chamber that understand that.
Congressman DAVE OBEY clearly under-
stands that. Congressman BILL YOUNG,
whom you just heard from. I saw Con-
gressman STEVE BUYER earlier, BOB
FILNER from California. Those are the
folks who were involved in the writing
of this legislation which provides the
benefits and the commitment that we
have made to our men and women.

We have got a whole new generation
of veterans who mneed our support.
Those are veterans of the war in Iraq
and Afghanistan. And, obviously, it’s
our moral duty to provide them with
the care and benefits that they need.

You’ve heard in detail about the de-
tails of what’s in this bill. Mr. WAMP
and Mr. EDWARDS have explained that.
But it’s important that we do this, la-
dies and gentlemen. This is a promise
we’ve made, and it’s simply the right
thing to do.

If not for those who answered the call
of duty, we would not be the great Na-
tion we are today. For their service
and sacrifice, we as Americans are
eternally grateful, and I encourage this
Congress to honor them by supporting
this bill.

And, again, I want to thank the bi-
partisan work of Chairman CHET ED-
WARDS and Ranking Member ZACH
WAMP, our committee leaders, for what
they have done.

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Chairman, I recog-
nize for 2 minutes the gentleman from
Jacksonville, Florida, an extremely ac-
tive member of the subcommittee,
ANDER CRENSHAW.
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Mr. CRENSHAW. Thank you, Mr.
WaMP, for yielding the time and thank
you for your leadership on the sub-
committee. And I certainly want to
commend Chairman EDWARDS for all
the hard work that he puts in.

Mr. Chairman, I have served on this
subcommittee for as long as I have
been on the Appropriations Committee,
and I can tell you that there is never a
time that I am more proud than when
I am working with the young men and
women in uniform.

I think we ought to note tonight that
this is the first appropriations bill that
we’re taking up, and I think that
speaks volumes about the priority and
the commitment that we have in this
Chamber to the men and women that
wear the uniform. And this bill touches
literally everyone, whether they are
active duty today, as we provide money
for new barracks, new training facili-
ties, new hangars and airfields, and we
improve our port facilities for the ships
and the planes. It touches those that
have served us in the past as veterans,
building new facilities, veterans clin-
ics, hospitals, even providing a suicide
prevention line to help those troubled
veterans as they come back and save,
literally save, their lives.

And it also touches the people that
are no longer with us because we have
money in this bill to maintain and con-
struct national cemeteries to give a
final resting place for those who have
served us, provide money for the monu-
ments around the world to pay tribute
to our fallen heroes.

But it also touches the lives of the
family members of our men and women
in uniform, day care centers we have
talked about, quality of life issues.

So I would say this is a very impor-
tant bill. It’s a good bill. It serves
those who serve us the most, and it de-
serves our support. So I urge my col-
leagues to join us in passing this legis-
lation.

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2% minutes to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BISHOP), who
has been a strong member not only of
this committee but the Defense appro-
priations committee.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Chairman, I am very pleased to
rise in full support of the fiscal year
2009 Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs and related agencies ap-
propriations bill. I am extremely proud
of the work of the subcommittee, on
both sides of the aisle, as we have
crafted a bill that truly supports Amer-
ica’s servicemen and -women as well as
their families.

Today I am especially pleased that
we are ensuring better housing, health
care, and day care facilities for our
servicemen and -women by providing
$24.8 billion for military construction,
family housing, and fully funding
BRAC.

Military facilities such as Fort
Benning, located in my district, need
this funding as they experience signifi-
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cant numbers of new personnel as a re-
sult of BRAC and the global repo-
sitioning of our forces around the
world. In the Columbus area, we still
have concerns with respect to the im-
pact that BRAC may have on our local
school system. But I'm encouraged by
the interest and support shown by my
colleagues on the subcommittee, in
particular Mr. EDWARDS, our chairman;
and our ranking member, Mr. WAMP.

But that’s not all. Our bill includes
nearly $200 million in additional hous-
ing for Army and Marine Corps train-
ees, an additional $136 million for med-
ical facilities, $1.6 billion for Veterans
Health Administration, and $3.8 billion
for specialty mental health services,
and $584 million for substance abuse
programs.

But I don’t think listing figures does
justice to saying how important this
bill is because with those resources, we
are filling some gaping holes in vet-
erans services and upgrading military
facilities that are currently under-
funded and overextended.

We are fully meeting and addressing
the very same Kkinds of needs that arose
at the barracks at Fort Bragg and the
hospital at Walter Reed. We’re keeping
our commitment to veterans and giv-
ing the VA the funds they need to hire
caseworkers to process the current
backlog of claims. We are making sure
that our veterans traveling long dis-
tances for medical care don’t have to
empty their wallets in order to get
there. And we are upping funding for
medical technology and giving our vet-
erans access to a new generation of
prosthetics so they may live as normal
a life as possible.

Mr. Chairman, in short, this is a good
bill.

The Acting CHAIRMAN (Mr. LYNCH).
The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield an additional 15 seconds to
the gentleman.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Thank you.

I would like to recognize and thank
the staff of the subcommittee: Carol
Murphy, Mary Arnold, Walter Hearne,
Tim Bishop, and Donna Shabaz of the
majority staff; and Martin Delgado and
Liz Dawson of the minority staff; and,
of course, Michael Reed and Ed Larkin
of my staff.

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Chairman, I yield 5
minutes to the ranking member of the
Legislative Branch appropriations sub-
committee, the gentleman from Iowa
(Mr. LATHAM).

Mr. LATHAM. I thank Mr. WAMP for
the time.

Mr. Chairman, I rise today to voice
my support for this important meas-
ure, and I want to commend Chairman
EDWARDS and Ranking Member WAMP
for their good work on this most im-
portant bill. I urge the Members to
support the bill. It is so important to
all of our veterans of this country.

I only talk about this to express real
frustration that I have. I want to note
that in my hand I have an amendment
which I had hoped to offer today, but
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because of the nature of the rule, I
can’t. And I wanted to offer this
amendment in the interest of people
from Iowa and throughout the Midwest
who are struggling to put their lives
together in the wake of the 500-year
Midwest floods.

This amendment would have provided
emergency money for economic devel-
opment assistance for restoration of in-
frastructure, Army Corps of Engineers
money to repair levies, SBA disaster
loan assistance, Community Planning
and Development funds for infrastruc-
ture, and additional FEMA disaster re-
lief moneys. Unfortunately, we can’t,
and I don’t want to delay this process.
But this bill should be passed before we
leave for break.

Mr. Chairman, last week I wrote a
letter to the Speaker of the House and
asked that we finally address, after 7
weeks, the flood disaster throughout
the Midwest. I have not heard a re-
sponse; so obviously we’re being ig-
nored.

I asked some folks at home to tell me
some of their stories, and they have e-
mailed me and sent me their messages,
and I would like to read a couple of
those.

The first one actually is a copy I re-
ceived of an e-mail to Speaker PELOSI,
and it reads:

“I cannot believe that you will not
bring flood relief legislation to a vote.
Now you are going on vacation. Twen-
ty-five thousand homes were lost in the
June floods in Iowa alone, and Con-
gress votes to recognize the National
Day of the Cowboy instead of passing
legislation to help Iowans.

“After Hurricanes Katrina and Rita,
Congress passed emergency supple-
mental bills nearly immediately, and
here we are 7 weeks after the Iowa
floods and no additional help! It is no
wonder Congress’s approval rating is at
an all-time low.

“While you’re on vacation, please re-
member the thousands of Iowans who
have no homes.”

An e-mail received from a resident of
Cedar Rapids. She said:

“My husband volunteers on the
weekends and 1 day a week (bless his
employer for letting him work 4 10-
hour days so he can do flood relief) as
a flood site coordinator, which means
he moves around from team to team
and are sent by our church to help the
residents ‘muck’ out their basements,
and tear out the walls, insulation,
trim, carpet, and get rid of the fur-
naces and water heaters (and, unfortu-
nately, throw out their life with every
personal item that goes on the curbs)

“What are the elected officials in
Washington going to do to help? I must
be the most naive U.S. citizen who can
hardly believe that it takes an act of
Congress to have a National Cowboy
Day but can go on a recess with clear
consciences before coming up with
some plan of action for this area and
the people . . .

“The Red Cross has moved on and the
Salvation Army has come off the
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streets. FEMA sent trailers, people set-
tled into them, and then they were dis-
placed again when mold was found in
the trailers . . .

“These people are not asking for
more than what they had, just help
putting their lives, families, and homes
back together. They need help and sup-
port from those they have put their
trust in.”

And another e-mail from a lady in
Mason City. It says:

‘“Please continue your fight to have
Congress address the disaster needs of
the Midwest! The rest of the world
seems to have forgotten about our dis-
aster. However, for those of us still
fighting it, it’s as painful today as it
was the day our houses were filled with
water.

“My family is just one of many here
in Mason City who are homeless . . .

““Our house is significantly damaged;
so we can’t move back into it. We
thought we could, and then 2 weeks ago
we discovered the amount of damage
was too much.
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“We have to elevate it, move it, or
destroy it. Our house is a trilevel house
where the floors are not on top of each
other. The cost of elevating or moving
would be more than the value of our
home. The only option is to destroy it.

“The house we are currently renting
is a house for sale. On any given day,
we are 30 to 45 days away from being
homeless again. The house has been
shown to prospective buyers at least
six times since the flood. We are trying
to find a house we can rent for a year.
It’s almost impossible to find some-
thing we can afford that’s in a safe
area and somewhat decent.”

I would hope that the House tomor-
row, since we are going to be in ses-
sion, will finally pass disaster relief for
people who are really hurting.

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, may I first inquire as to how
much time we have remaining on our
side.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman from Texas has 7Tv4 minutes.

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I now yield 3 minutes to the
chairman of the full House Appropria-
tions Committee, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY).

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I had not
intended to speak in general debate on
this bill, but in light of some of the
comments made by the previous speak-
er, I feel obligated to.

The gentleman said that it was the
nature of the rule under which this bill
is being considered that prevented him
from offering an amendment. The fact
is that the only thing this rule did was
to require that people publish their
amendments 1 day ahead of time so
that we were not legislating by am-
bush. The rules of the House always
provide for germaneness. And, as the
gentleman knows, his amendment is
not germane to this bill.

Secondly, I would point out that we
put $2.65 billion in the supplemental for
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Midwest disaster funding and for other
disasters around the country. And I
would point out that we did that even
though the White House never sent to
this Congress an official budget request
to deal with the disasters not just in
Iowa, but Wisconsin as well, my own
State.

Thirdly, I would point out that the
Speaker met today with a number of
Members from the Iowa delegation and
we made clear that as soon as we get
official numbers from the administra-
tion that are at all coherent, we will
act, and that this Congress will not ad-
journ for the year without providing
needed disaster relief.

I just want to make clear there was
nothing done in the rule.

Mr. LATHAM. Would the gentleman
yield?

Mr. OBEY. Yes. I'd be happy to.

Mr. LATHAM. I appreciate the chair-
man’s work. I sincerely do. We all
know that it would not be germane in
this bill. That is not the issue.

I would ask, would the gentleman en-
tertain a unanimous consent to have
this amendment considered today?

Mr. OBEY. As the gentleman knows,
we have been criticized up and down
the river by your own leadership for
trying to add what they described as
nongermane or unrelated items to
these bills. As you well know, this bill
is probably not going to become law be-
fore any supplemental that is passed in
September, as the gentleman knows.
So there is no rational reason for me to
accede to that request.

We have dealt with the gentleman
above the table, honorably, and fairly.
You offered an amendment in the full
committee to the energy and water
bill, adding money for disaster funding.
We accepted the amendment. I would
suggest that the gentleman owes the
Speaker of the House an apology.

Mr. LATHAM. Would the gentleman
yield?

Mr. OBEY. Not further at this time.

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Chairman, I will re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, at this time I'd like to yield 2
minutes to a member of the Armed
Services Committee who has worked
day and night for the troops and vet-
erans in her district and this country,
the gentlelady from Kansas (Mrs.
BoyDA).

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Thank you
very much to my good friend from
Texas, Mr. CHET EDWARDS, for yielding.
We have worked quite diligently on
many of the issues going on right in
Kansas at the military bases, Fort
Leavenworth and Fort Riley, that I
have the honor to represent.

I would just like to say that as a new
Member of Congress, when I came, I
had heard many, many promises made
to veterans, and I had to wonder if they
were going to be met. Many people
said, Yes. Trust us. They will be met.
And you can imagine as a new Member
of Congress, and as a freshman, to have
those promises to our veterans actu-
ally met meant so much to me, for
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somebody who came to Washington to
try to make a difference and, in fact,
for the second year in a row we are
really righting some of the real prob-
lems that we have seen with our Vet-
erans Administration and we are pro-
posing record funding for the second
year in a row, and I am deeply proud
and honored to be part of this Con-
gress.

I understand that this is a bipartisan
bill, and for that I am very grateful.
We have plenty of floods in Kansas as
well. There’s a right time and a wrong
time to bring that up. I believe that
the Members on this side of the aisle
have been very, very diligent to make
sure that that is taken care of. I would
like to see this committee particularly
keep that same bipartisan air that has
served this country so well.

Some of the things that are high-
lighting that are so important to the
good people of Kansas and our veterans
across the United States, an initial $4
billion for mental health, for TBI, for
PTSD, for the drug abuse that we see
way too often, for the suicides that are
hitting our soldiers. That $4 billion of
extra funding will make a huge dif-
ference in these soldiers’ lives.

Mileage reimbursement. I come from
the State of Kansas. It’s a huge issue.
The 41.5 cents a mile is a significant in-
crease. I still would love to see it come
up to be the full standard, but this is a
significant increase that will mean a
great deal to veterans from Kansas who
have to travel a great deal.

Thank you, and congratulations on
this wonderful and bipartisan bill.

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Chairman, I yield 3
minutes to a great patriot, the gen-
tleman from the State of Arizona (Mr.
FRANKS).

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. I thank the
gentlemen very much for yielding.

Mr. Chairman, I will vote ‘“‘yes” on
this bill, but I am really astonished
that the Democrats have gutted the
European Missile Defense site. We
don’t seem to understand that the co-
incidence of jihadist terrorism and nu-
clear proliferation represents the
greatest existential threat to human
peace in the world today. Unfortu-
nately, they seem to think that if they
kill it for this year and put it in the
next administration, somehow it will
be of some political benefit to them.
BARACK OBAMA has said that he will
cut missile defense spending, and he
simply does not understand the gravity
of a nuclear Iran, Mr. Chairman.

Every day we are in this body, Iran
enriches more uranium. They come
closer and closer to having a nuclear
capability. When they gain that, Mr.
Chairman, it won’t be long before al
Qaeda will have that capability as well.

It may not be long that Iran will be
able to actually field a weapon that
could create an electromagnetic pulse
across this country that would be the
ultimate asymmetric weapon for ter-
rorists in the world today. And I find it
astonishing that when our first purpose
in this body is to protect the lives and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

constitutional rights of the American
people, that for some ridiculous polit-
ical motivation that we would strip the
ability for us to be able to intercept
missiles coming from Iran that would
either hit our allies in Europe or our
forward-deployed troops or people here
at home, that somehow we think that
we have done our job.

I would remind us all that Osama bin
Laden said these words. He said, It is
our religious duty to gain nuclear
weapons.

Mr. Chairman, if they succeed, if Iran
succeeds, al Qaeda will succeed in gain-
ing those nuclear weapons. If that hap-
pens, we will revisit this subject on a
day in the future and we will have to
explain to our children why we let such
a profound threat to human peace exist
when it was in our power to change it.

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, may I ask how much time I have
remaining.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman has 2% minutes.

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Let me first
yield myself 15 seconds, if I could re-
spond.

Mr. Chairman, the last speaker was
simply wrong. He suggested this bill
kills the European Missile Defense
plan. It does not do that. He suggested
there were political motivations. That
is not correct. I hate to see that par-
tisanship injected in a bill that has
been put together on a bipartisan basis.
We fund $140 million for that project.
The project hasn’t even been author-
ized by the parliaments in the Czech
Republic or Poland. We allow the pro-
gram to continue despite that fact.

With that, I would like to yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. ALTMIRE).

Mr. ALTMIRE. I thank the gen-
tleman. I could not be more proud of
this bill that we are debating here
today and that we are going to pass to-
night.

Last year, we provided $12 billion in
increased funding for the VA health
care system, the largest single year in-
crease in the 77-year history of the VA.
Today, we follow up with a $4.6 billion
funding increase, representing an 11
percent increase over that high bar
that we set last year.

We are proving once again tonight in
this Congress no group will stand
ahead of our Nation’s veterans when it
comes time to make funding decisions.

The increased funding allows for en-
rollment of Priority 8 veterans. Pri-
ority 8 veterans have not been enrolled
since 2003, as part of the Bush adminis-
tration’s cost-cutting efforts, and ap-
proximately 50 percent of all uninsured
veterans today are Priority 8 veterans.

This bill will allow us to hire over
2,000 more claims processors to de-
crease that backlog that we have,
which is now almost 400,000 cases, with
2,000 new claims processors.

In western Pennsylvania, where I'm
from, there’s a 6,000-case backlog.
Those claims remain unanswered. So
we are going to clear that up with this
funding today.
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In February, I testified before the
House Budget Committee about the im-
portance of increasing funding for our
veterans’ programs. I was pleased to
vote on the floor of this House this
year and last in favor of a budget reso-
lution that met and exceeded the com-
mitment that we have made to our Na-
tion’s veterans.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this bill. I congratulate Chairman ED-
WARDS on his work on this. It’s a bipar-
tisan bill. We are all on this together.

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume for
the purpose to close briefly by saying
that Chairman OBEY said something at
the full committee that I want to para-
phrase and restate in the context that
we all know that those who do not
learn from history, are destined to re-
peat it.

One of the lessons of Vietnam is that
regardless of how you feel, especially
as a policymaker, but even as a citizen,
about the war in Iraq or the war in Af-
ghanistan, or any war, it’s so impor-
tant to appreciate fully the men and
women who are engaged in that war on
our behalf. Regardless of how you feel
about the mission, it is so important
for our Nation to appreciate and sup-
port and fund and resource the needs of
our men and women in uniform and our
veterans.

I want to say tonight I grew up a
Democrat. I am a Republican today.
But we should, and are, meeting at the
water’s edge on this issue of resourcing
the men and women in harm’s way and
supporting the veterans when they
come home for the balance of their life.

This is a lesson of history, of modern
history. We saw it and we are making
that right. So even though many of
them do not support what we are doing
in Iraq, or maybe even Afghanistan,
this bill supports those who are fight-
ing, and their families. And that is im-
portant.

In closing, I do want to recognize by
name again the extraordinary staff.
They call these people the front office
staff. Rob Nabors and Jeff Shockey at
the highest level. This committee staff
is bipartisan. There happens to be a
majority staff, Carol Murphy, Donna
Shahbaz, Walter Hearne; the minority
staff, Martin Delgado, Liz Dawson, and
Kelly Shea. Mr. EDWARDS has John
Conger, I have Amanda Schoch. They
have done a remarkable job day in day
in day out to bring us to this today be-
cause this is a great work product. Not
all bills that come to this floor are, but
this is. And it’s right. I urge its pas-
sage.

I thank you for the time on the gen-
eral debate. We have got 37 amend-
ments. The hour is getting late. Let’s
get on with it.

I yield back the balance of our time.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chairman, | rise in
support of H.R. 6599, a bill to fund U.S. mili-
tary construction and maintenance and the op-
erations of the Department of Veterans Affairs.

The Military Construction and Veterans Af-
fairs bill appropriates a total of $118.7 billion
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for military construction and veterans’ pro-
grams, $10.3 bilion more than the current
level and $3.4 billion more than the Presi-
dent’s request. This funding will provide com-
pensation payments to millions of veterans
and their survivors, pension payments and fi-
nancial assistance to their widows and chil-
dren, and is the primary support for their mili-
tary related medical care.

The Veterans Department oversees the
largest Federal medical care delivery system
in the country, with 153 hospitals, 50 residen-
tial rehabilitation treatment centers, 135 nurs-
ing homes, and 1,089 outpatient clinics. The
almost $94 billion set aside in this bill is a sig-
nificant increase over the Administration’s re-
quest and will help fund medical administra-
tion, operations and maintenance of medical
facilities such as Walter Reed, and important
medical, trauma and mental health research.
This bill also provides the funding for the
BRAC.

We all know there is a massive military
base closure and realignment underway in this
country. The potential for increased traffic con-
gestion at these new military facilities, such as
the one being constructed in my district in Be-
thesda, MD, can be disruptive for the citizens
who currently live in these communities. | want
to thank the Committee for working with me to
insert language in this bill directing the Depart-
ment of Defense to aggressively plan and
budget for the Defense Access Roads pro-
grams that should help alleviate some of the
pressure on the communities that are dealing
with BRAC.

This nation has 23,500,000 veterans and
35,900,000 family members of living veterans
and survivors of deceased veterans. That
means close to 20 percent of this county’s
total population are potential recipients of vet-
erans benefits. We have a responsibility to
support the past and present servicemembers
and their families who have served and sac-
rificed for us. Providing quality healthcare and
decent living conditions for them and their
families is the least we can do for these brave
men and women. | hope my colleagues will
join me in supporting this important piece of
legislation.

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Chairman, pursuant to
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, |, MARK SOUDER, am submitting the fol-
lowing information for publication in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD regarding earmarks | re-
ceived as part of H.R. 6599—The Military
Construction and Veterans Affairs FY09 Ap-
propriations bill.

Included in H.R. 6599 is a $5,600,000 ear-
mark that | submitted for the construction of
Aircraft Ready Shelters and Fuel Fill Stands
for the 122nd Fighter Wing located at 3005
Ferguson Road, Fort Wayne International Air-
port, IN 46809.

The funding will be used to construct a two
aircraft bay parking shelter addition to the ex-
isting two aircraft bay parking shelter providing
a total of four parking spots under shelter as
required for a base A/C Readiness Shelter.
Project consists of the following: Construct re-
inforced concrete foundation and painted floor
slab with grounding points; masonry and metal
siding walls; steel frame; and standing seam
metal roof; include a high expansion fire sup-
pression system and overhead infrared heat-
ing; provide hangar style doors for drive
through capability; remove existing asphalt
and provide new concrete taxiway entry and
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exit; provide asphalt transition to the south
apron area; construct stainless steel under-
ground piping, reinforced concrete for curbed
access pavement, and refueler fill stands. The
base requires adequately sized, appropriately
configured, and functional aircraft readiness
shelters with supporting taxiway system to
support four-ship F—16 aircraft mission re-
quirements. Due to previous funding restraints
the current shelter facility was constructed with
two parking spots with a plan to add two more
at a later date. Readiness shelters are nec-
essary for mission support, operations safety,
and protection of aircraft and flightline per-
sonnel from inclement weather. The project
will also provide a refueler vehicle fill stand on
the operational side of the railroad tracks to
support the flying mission.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Chairman, Fort
Campbell, one of the Army’s largest posts and
home to the 101st Airborne Division, is in the
seventh district of Tennessee, which | am hon-
ored to represent.

Currently, over 700 Tennessee National
Guardsmen and the bulk of the 101st Airborne
are deployed to Iraq or Afghanistan.

With this in mind, I'm particularly gratified
that this House is finally discussing an appro-
priations bill today. Funding for Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs certainly war-
rants our attention.

The brave members of our military, and the
families that support them at home, are ful-
filling the commitment they made to our Nation
by fighting and serving to help protect it.

The federal government must in turn fulfill
its commitment to provide top-quality equip-
ment, facilities, and training for these heroes,
and the best possible care upon their return.

On behalf of the men and women in uni-
form, veterans, and military families in Ten-
nessee’s 7th district, | urge my colleagues to
support today’s measure for MILCON-VA ap-
propriations.
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The Acting CHAIRMAN. All time for
general debate has expired.

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the 5-
minute rule.

No amendment to the bill may be of-
fered except those printed in the por-
tion of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD des-
ignated for that purpose in a daily
issue dated July 30, 2008, or earlier, and
pro forma amendments for the purpose
of debate. Each amendment may be of-
fered only by the Member who caused
it to be printed, or his designee, and
shall be considered read.

The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 65699

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the following sums
are appropriated, out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for
military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2009, and
for other purposes, namely:

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS)

For acquisition, construction, installation,

and equipment of temporary or permanent

July 31, 2008

public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Army as cur-
rently authorized by law, including per-
sonnel in the Army Corps of Engineers and
other personal services necessary for the
purposes of this appropriation, and for con-
struction and operation of facilities in sup-
port of the functions of the Commander in
Chief, $4,801,536,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2013: Provided, That of this
amount, not to exceed $175,823,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, archi-
tect and engineer services, and host nation
support, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of Defense determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the
determination and the reasons therefor: Pro-
vided further, That the amount appropriated
in this paragraph shall be for the p