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any interest owner that is more severe than
the penalty or sanction under Federal law
(including regulations) applicable to owners
or holders of leases, easements, rights-of-use,
or rights-of-way on the outer Continental
Shelf seaward of the expanded submerged
lands for the same act, omission, or viola-
tion;

‘(B) not later than 5 years after the date of
enactment of this section—

‘(i) the State shall enact laws or promul-
gate regulations with respect to the environ-
mental protection, safety, and operations of
any platform pipeline in existence on the
date of conveyance to the State under para-
graph (1) that is affixed to or above the ex-
panded submerged land that impose the same
requirements as Federal law (including regu-
lations) applicable to a platform pipeline on
the outer Continental Shelf seaward of the
expanded submerged land; and

‘“(ii) the State shall enact laws or promul-
gate regulations for determining the value of
oil, gas, or other mineral production from
existing interests for royalty purposes that
establish the same requirements as the re-
quirements under Federal law (including reg-
ulations) applicable to Federal leases for the
same minerals on the outer Continental
Shelf seaward of the expanded submerged
land; and

‘(C) the State laws and regulations en-
acted or promulgated under subparagraph
(B) shall provide that if Federal law (includ-
ing regulations) applicable to leases, ease-
ments, rights-of-use, or rights-of-way on the
outer Continental Shelf seaward of the ex-
panded submerged land are modified after
the date on which the State laws and regula-
tions are enacted or promulgated, the State
laws and regulations applicable to existing
interests will be modified to reflect the
change in Federal laws (including regula-
tions).

“(c) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) MINERAL LEASE OR UNIT DIVIDED.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—If any existing Federal
oil and gas or other mineral lease or unit
would be divided by the expanded seaward
boundary of a State, the interest of the
United States in the leased minerals under-
lying the portion of the lease or unit that
lies within the expanded submerged bound-
ary shall not be considered to be conveyed to
the State until the date on which the lease
or unit expires or is relinquished by the
United States.

“(B) APPLICABILITY FOR OTHER PURPOSES.—
Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), the ex-
panded seaward boundary of a State shall be
the seaward boundary of the State for all
other purposes, including the distribution of
revenues under section 8(g)(2) of the Outer
Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C.
1337(2)(2)).

‘(2) LAWS AND REGULATIONS NOT SUFFI-
CIENT.—If the Secretary determines that any
law or regulation enacted or promulgated by
a State under subparagraph (B) of subsection
(b)(2) does not meet the requirements of that
subparagraph, the Secretary shall not con-
vey the expanded submerged land to the
State.

“(d) INTEREST ISSUED OR GRANTED BY THE
STATE.—This section does not apply to any
interest in the expanded submerged land
that a State issues or grants after the date of
conveyance of the expanded submerged land
to the State under subsection (b)(1).

“‘(e) LIABILITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—By accepting conveyance
of the expanded submerged land, the State
agrees to indemnify the United States for
any liability to any interest owner for the
taking of any property interest or breach of
contract from—

‘“‘(A) the conveyance of the expanded sub-
merged land to the State; or
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“(B) the State’s administration of any ex-
isting interest under subsection (b)(2)(A)(@).

¢“(2) DEDUCTION FROM OIL AND GAS LEASING
REVENUES.—The Secretary may deduct from
the amounts otherwise payable to the State
under section 8(g)(2) of the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1337(2)(2))
the amount of any final nonappealable judg-
ment for a taking or breach of contract de-
scribed in paragraph (1).”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 2(b)
of the Submerged Lands Act (43 U.S.C.
1301(b)) is amended by striking ‘‘section 4
hereof” and inserting ‘‘section 4 or 11”°.

SEC. . USE OF OFFSHORE OIL AND GAS
PLATFORMS AND OTHER FACILITIES
FOR ALTERNATIVE ENERGY PRO-
DUCTION.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ALTERNATIVE ENERGY.—The term ‘‘al-
ternative energy’” means energy from a
source other than oil or gas.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(b) GRANT PROGRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish a grant program under which the
Secretary shall provide grants to pay the
Federal share of the cost of—

(A) converting offshore oil and gas plat-
forms or other facilities that are decommis-
sioned from service for oil and gas purposes
to alternative energy production facilities;
or

(B) using offshore oil and gas platforms or
other facilities that are being used for oil
and gas purposes to also produce alternative
energy.

(2) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of
the cost of carrying out activities under
paragraph (1) shall be not more than 50 per-
cent.

(3) APPLICABLE LAW.—The Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Land Act (43 U.S.C. 1301 et seq.)
shall apply to any activities carried out
under this section.

(4) DISPOSITION OF REVENUES.—Notwith-
standing section 9 of the Outer Continental
Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1338), of the reve-
nues to the United States from the produc-
tion of alternative energy under this section
for each fiscal year, the Secretary shall de-
posit—

(A) 50 percent in the general fund of the
Treasury; and

(B) 50 percent in a special account in the
Treasury from which the Secretary shall dis-
burse—

(i) 75 percent to States based on a formula
established by the Secretary by regulation;
and

(ii) 256 percent to provide financial assist-
ance to States in accordance with section 6
of the Land and Water Conservation Fund
Act of 1965 (16 U.S.C. 460 1 -8), which shall be
considered income to the Land and Water
Conservation Fund for purposes of section 2
of that Act (16 U.S.C. 4601-5).

() AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this sec-
tion.

(6) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—The au-
thority of the Secretary to provide grants
under this section terminates on the date
that is 10 years after the date of enactment
of this Act.

————

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I would
like to announce that the Committee
on Indian Affairs will meet on Thurs-
day, July 24, at 9:30 a.m., in room 562 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building to
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conduct a hearing on Tribal Courts and
the Administration of Justice in Indian
Country.

Those wishing additional information
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee at 202-224-2251.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate to conduct a
hearing on July 23, 2008, at 9:45 a.m., in
room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, July 23, 2008 at 9:30 a.m., in room
406 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing to hold a hearing entitled, ‘‘The
Midwest Floods: What Happened and
What Might Be Improved for Managing
Risk and Responses in the Future.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, July 23, 2008, at 10 a.m.,
in room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, July 23, 2008, at
10 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, July 23, 2008, at
1:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, July 23, 2008, at
3 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
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