H6804

As a Member of Congress and a man
of faith, I am encouraged by the pres-
ence of faith in our daily rituals. We
here in this body, as we enter the
Chamber of this House, we are greeted
by the inscription, ‘“‘In God We Trust,”
inscribed above the Speaker’s desk. We
seek favor in His grace and pray His
blessings upon our work each day, and
we open with the Pledge of Allegiance,
acknowledging ‘‘one Nation under
God.”

The universal nature of faith and the
acknowledgment of our goals as a Na-
tion of faith are often the unifying
force that brings Republicans and
Democrats together. Across the table,
we bow our heads in prayer, and we
readily accept the spirit of the Al-
mighty working through us.

Throughout Washington, we can eas-
ily find examples of our Judeo-Chris-
tian roots. If we step across the street
to the Supreme Court, we are presented
with the image of Moses bearing the
Ten Commandments, often considered
the basis for much of modern law. Its
presence within the halls of the Su-
preme Court recognizes the origins of
our modern day laws and serves as a re-
minder that we are a Nation seeking
justice in the eyes of God.

One of my favorite buildings is the
Library of Congress. As you enter the
Great Hall, you are greeted by two per-
manent displays. The first is the hand-
written Giant Bible of Mainz. The sec-
ond is the Gutenberg Bible, the first
mass printed book. These Bibles are
coupled with the inscribed scripture
passage from Proverbs 4:7, “Wisdom is
the principle thing; therefore, get wis-
dom and with all thy getting, get un-
derstanding.”

Mr. Speaker, last week one of my
constituents, a young high schoolgirl,
came in and expressed her concern that
she had heard there was an effort un-
derway to remove God from these
walls. And I told her I certainly prayed
that was not the case, but I was con-
cerned because we are about to open
the new Capitol Visitor Center which,
in many respects, is an extension and a
reflection of the Capitol that it will be
the entrance to, in many ways, in
many respects, but not in its reference
to God, as part of our founding.

Faith is the underpinning of this
great Nation. Thomas Jefferson’s
words, seen in the Jefferson Memorial,
remind us of the importance of that
underpinning: ‘“God who gave us life
gave us liberty. Can the liberties of a
Nation be secure when we have re-
moved a conviction that these liberties
are the gift of God?”’

That, Mr. Speaker, is the question.

————————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H. CON. RES.
362

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that my name be with-
drawn as a cosponsor of H. Con. Res.
362.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

O 2030

34TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1974
ILLEGAL TURKISH INVASION OF
CYPRUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. As co-
chair and cofounder of the Congres-
sional Caucus on Hellenic Issues, I wish
to extend my support to Cypriots of
Hellenic descent here in our country,
on Cyprus, and all around the world as
we mark the tragic 34th anniversary of
the 1974 illegal Turkish invasion of Cy-
prus. I have commemorated this day
each year since I became a Member of
Congress.

For the past several years, the Hel-
lenic Caucus has been very engaged on
the issues facing this divided island.
Many members of the Caucus remain
concerned about the continued occupa-
tion and division of the Republic of Cy-
prus.

Turkey illegally invaded Cyprus in
1974. As a result of the Turkish inva-
sion and occupation, 160,000 Greek Cyp-
riots, amounting to 70 percent of the
population of the occupied area and
over a quarter of the total population,
were forcibly expelled from their
homes, and approximately 5,000 Cyp-
riots were Kkilled. More than 1,400
Greek Cypriots, including four Ameri-
cans of Cypriot descent, remain miss-
ing and unaccounted for since the
Turkish invasion.

Famagusta was a thriving port city
in Cyprus until 1974. Its industrial sec-
tor supplied vital jobs to the nearby
population, and it was an important
tourist destination. In 1973, 88 percent
of all imports and 73 percent of all ex-
ports went through Famagusta. Trag-
ically, a few short weeks after Turkey
invaded Cyprus, Famagusta was
bombed relentlessly by Turkish troops.
I have many constituents that I rep-
resent who told me about that fateful
day, how they had to crawl out on their
hands and knees begging God for their
life. They want desperately to return
to their homes.

Many Greek Cypriots fled, as my con-
stituents did, in terror, and the city
was sealed off with barbed wire fences
by Turkish forces. I have been to and
seen the 113 miles of barbed wire, and
we hope that this barbed wire will fi-
nally be removed.

Ultimately, 45,000 citizens of
Famagusta became refugees in their
own country, losing their land, busi-
nesses, homes and neighborhoods.
Today, 34 years later, Turkey con-
tinues forcibly to occupy more than a
third of Cyprus, with more than 43,000
illegal Turkish troops.

The peaceful and cooperative spirit
and the person-to-person, family-to-
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family interactions between Greek
Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots is an en-
couraging sign for the successful reuni-
fication of Cyprus. However, it is time
for Turkey to remove its troops from
the island so that Cyprus can move for-
ward as one nation undivided.

As a member of the European Union,
Cyprus is playing a vital role in Euro-
pean affairs, while also strengthening
relations with the United States. It has
joined with us on issues important to
our own security, including the fight
against terrorism and other forms of
international crimes.

Cyprus was the very first EU member
to join the ship boarding protocol of
President Bush’s Proliferation Secu-
rity Initiative, particularly important
because Cyprus has one of the world’s
largest commercial shipping registries.

As Cyprus developed into a regional
financial center, the government
moved aggressively and put in place
strong anti-money laundering legisla-
tion. On March 21, 2008, President
Christofias and Turkish-Cypriot leader
Talat agreed to establish working
groups and technical committees as a
stipulation in the July 8, 2006 agree-
ment for which the House of Represent-
atives expressed its full support by
passing H.R. 405 last year.

On April 3, 2008, the Ledra Street
crossing point opened. I have intro-
duced legislation which expresses the
strong support of the House of Rep-
resentatives for the positive actions by
the Republic of Cyprus aimed at open-
ing additional crossing points along
the cease-fire line, thereby contrib-
uting to efforts for the reunification of
the island.

I strongly support legislation intro-
duced by my colleagues, including H.R.
1456, introduced by Congressman
PALLONE, which would enable U.S. citi-
zens who own property in the Turkish-
occupied territory of the Republic of
Cyprus to seek financial remedies with
either the current inhabitants of their
land or the Turkish Government.

I strongly support H.R. 620, intro-
duced by my good friend, Representa-
tive SIRES, which expresses the sense of
the House of Representatives that Tur-
key should end its military occupation
of the Republic of Cyprus.

The U.S. must play an active role in
the resolution of the serious issues fac-
ing Cyprus. And I hope that the process
moves forward in preparation for new
comprehensive negotiations leading to
the unification of Cyprus within a bi-
zonal, bi-communal federation. In fact,
in May, Representative BILIRAKIS and I
sent a letter to Secretary Rice urging
her to invite the Cypriot President to
the U.S. for an official state visit.

The people of Cyprus deserve a unified and
democratic country, and | remain hopeful that
a peaceful settlement will be found so that the
division of Cyprus will come to an end.

In recognition of the spirit of the people of
Cyprus, | ask my colleagues to join me in sol-
emnly commemorating the 34th anniversary of
the invasion of Cyprus.

Long Live Freedom.
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