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could pay a fine and keep their second baby.
The wife was 7 months pregnant when 10
family planning officials visited her at home.
The husband says they were threatened and
told that if the wife did not go to the hospital
for an abortion that the officials would take her
themselves. “I was scared,” the wife told
NPR. “The hospital was full of women who'd
been brought in forcibly. There wasn’t a single
spare bed. The family planning people said
forced abortions and forced sterilizations were
both being carried out. We saw women being
pulled in one by one.”

Madam Speaker, U.S. policy must remain in
place that protects women and their children.
We cannot morally participate in and fund pro-
grams that ruin the lives of these women and
unborn children. As a member of the House
Committee on Appropriations, | will continue to
fight to maintain the protections offered by the
Kemp-Kasten Amendment, and | look forward
to working with my colleagues such as Rep-
resentative SMITH on these issues.
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Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in support of democracy in Iran and stability in
Irag. We in the United States Congress must
work together for a stable and democratic
Iraq. Today, there is undisputable evidence
that Iran is the main contributor to the violence
in Irag which causes American and Iraqi cas-
ualties.

On July 4, Iran fired yet another GRAD mis-
sile at Ashraf City, the residence compound of
the Iranian resistance—the People’s
Mujahadeen Organization of Iran. Iran’s mer-
cenaries in Iraq have also been busy calling
for arrest, trial, and expulsion of these “pro-
tected persons” living in Ashraf. Our soldiers
are protecting Ashraf in accordance with the
Fourth Geneva Convention. Iranian action has
therefore endangered them as well.

| have said many times that the mullahs in
Tehran do not hold all the cards. The Iranian
regime’s aggressive policies are rooted in the
weakness of their regime. The unrelenting as-
sault on the civil and human rights of the Ira-
nian people is a direct response to the illegit-
imacy of the extremist theocratic government.
A military attack on Iran would be a tragic mis-
take. Yet, it is an error almost as grave to
think that continued appeasement of the Ira-
nian regime is the only alternative to war.

Reasonably, Western democracies, with the
support of the peace activist community,
should use all peaceful means possible to iso-
late the Iranian regime and to avoid war. How-
ever, the desire for a peaceful resolution of
this crisis has led into policy choices which
provide Iran with the legitimacy it craves and
a strengthened diplomatic hand.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

The most notable remnant of the West's un-
successful attempt at “engagement” with Iran
is the designation of the People’s Mujahedeen
Organization of Iran, also known as the MEK,
as a foreign terrorist organization. The MEK
provided significant intelligence that helped
blow the whistle on Iran’s clandestine nuclear
weapon and missile development programs.

The MEK has already been removed from
the United Kingdom list of terrorist organiza-
tions. Late last month, the British parliament
approved the order put before it by that coun-
try’s home secretary and removed the MEK
from the UK blacklist. In light of the recent de-
velopments, the United States must seriously
consider the court’s findings as well as the
present political environment and also remove
the limitations it has placed on the MEK.

We must stop appeasing Iran and shift our
support to the lIranian people. They are our
best allies against Iran’s aggression. Iranian
people have an unwavering longing for free-
dom and democracy. We must work together
to acknowledge their resounding rejection of
extremism and move to support their efforts
for democracy in Iran.

———
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Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, |
stand once again before this House with yet
other Sunset Memorial.

It is July 14, 2008, in the land of the free
and the home of the brave, and before the
sun set today in America, almost 4,000 more
defenseless unborn children were killed by
abortion on demand. That’s just today, Madam
Speaker. That's more than the number of in-
nocent lives lost on September 11 in this
country, only it happens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,957 days since
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first
handed down. Since then, the very foundation
of this Nation has been stained by the blood
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some
of them, Madam Speaker, cried and screamed
as they died, but because it was amniotic fluid
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, we
couldn’t hear them.

All of them had at least four things in com-
mon. First, they were each just little babies
who had done nothing wrong to anyone, and
each one of them died a nameless and lonely
death. And each one of their mothers, whether
she realizes it or not, will never be quite the
same. And all the gifts that these children
might have brought to humanity are now lost
forever. Yet even in the glare of such tragedy,
this generation still clings to a blind, invincible
ignorance while history repeats itself and our
own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the
most helpless of all victims, those yet unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it’s time for those
of us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of
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why we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson
said, “The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief and
only object of good government.” The phrase
in the 14th Amendment capsulizes our entire
Constitution. It says, “No State shall deprive
any person of life, liberty or property without
due process of law.” Madam Speaker, pro-
tecting the lives of our innocent citizens and
their constitutional rights is why we are all
here.

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth
that all human beings are created equal and
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has
ever faced can be traced to our commitment
to this core, self-evident truth.

It has made us the beacon of hope for the
entire world. Madam Speaker, it is who we
are.

And yet today another day has passed, and
we in this body have failed again to honor that
foundational commitment. We have failed our
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without
the protection we should have given them.

So Madam Speaker, let me conclude this
Sunset Memorial in the hope that perhaps
someone new who heard it tonight will finally
embrace the truth that abortion really does kill
little babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that
we can never express; and that 12,957 days
spent Killing nearly 50 million unborn children
in America is enough; and that it is time that
we stood up together again, and remembered
that we are the same America that rejected
human slavery and marched into Europe to ar-
rest the Nazi Holocaust; and we are still cou-
rageous and compassionate enough to find a
better way for mothers and their unborn ba-
bies than abortion on demand.

Madam Speaker, as we consider the plight
of unborn America tonight, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are also numbered and that all too
soon each one of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our
human and our constitutional duty to protect
these, the least of our tiny, little American
brothers and sisters from this murderous
scourge upon our Nation called “abortion on
demand.”

It is July 14, 2008, 12,957 days since Roe
versus Wade first stained the foundation of
this Nation with the blood of its own children;
this in the land of the free and the home of the
brave.
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